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By KEITH EASTHOUSE 

The New Mexican 

Los Alamos National Laborato­
ry's radioactive waste-water 
treatment plant is leaking con­
taminants, possibly in violation 
of state law, a top official with 
the New Mexico Environment 
Department said Wednesday. 

In a two-page letter to top labo­
ratory officials, Kathleen 
Sisneros, director of the depart­
ment's Water and Waste Manage­
ment Division, said "an unautho­
rized discharge of water contam­
inants" is taking place at the fa­
cility, located on a mesa at the 
laboratory's Technical Area SO. 

Sisneros cited seepage from 
tanks at the facility as the source 
of the leak. She urged the labora­
tory to undertake an investiga­
tion "without delay." 

John Gustafson, a laboratory 
spokesman, said a small seepage 
is occurring in a treatment tank 
inside the facility. He said there 
is no evidence that contamina­
tion from the tank has migrated 
from the facility into the envi­
ronment. 

Gustafson said two projects 
addressing the treatment plant 
are under way. One is intended to 
upgrade the plant, built in 1963, 
at a cost of $8 million. The other 
is looking at whether the area 
surrounding and underlying the 
plant has been contaminated. 

Among the contaminants that 
are separated from liquid waste 
water at the plant is plutonium, a 
hazardous radioactive metal that 
remains in the environment for 

A state 
hydrologist said 

there is "no 
question'' leaks 
have occurred 
beneath the 

facility. 

240,000 years. 
In her letter, Sisneros pro­

posed that state and laboratory 
officials meet to discuss the situ­
ation. A date has not been set. 

In a three-page letter to Envi­
ronment Department Secretary 
Judith Espinosa last month, Con­
cerned Citizens for Nuclear 
Safety, a Santa Fe watchdog 
group, charged that the facility 
was in violation of state water 
quality laws and called upon Es­
pinosa to take action. 

John Geddie, a spokesman with 
the Environment Department, 
said the state's concern about the 
treatment plant was triggered by 
a description of the plant's short­
comings in a laboratory docu­
ment released earlier this year. 

The document, called The Cap­
ital Assets Management Process, 
or CAMP, lists the following 
problems: 

• Treatment tanks at the facil­
ity are leaking. 

"The design life of the con­
crete tankage has virtually ex­
pired and seepage is occurring 
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