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UNITED STATES ENVI~TAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

May 19, 1995 

Mr. Theodore Taylor 
Program Manager 
Department of Energy 
Los Alamos Area Office 
Los Alamos, NM 87544 

Re: Modification to the RFI Work Plan for Operable Unit 1147 
Los Alamos National Laboratory NM0890010515 

Dear Mr. Taylor: 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the 
proposed modification of · ing plan outline in the RFI 
Work Plan for Operabl nit 114]/for Material Disposal Area c. 
EPA believes that the ed modifications will not be 
adeg11ate :for cha~ o area.---The-proposea angled 
bnr~holes will in most instances be fifty feet or more below the 
base of the units which are to be sampled. EPA would prefer a 
different approach tc sampling this area, even than in the R~I 
work plan which was previously approved in April 1993. 

EPA proposes that LANL proceed with the following as part of 
Phase 1 sar.1pling: 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Shallow-Angle air core holes CAH-1 and CAH-2 as 
proposed by LANL. 

Vertical coreholes adjacent to Pit number 6 to 
a depth of fifty (50) feet every 100 feet on the 
north side of the pit. Sampling interval should 
be every 10 feet to 50 feet unless field screening 
indicates contamination and then sampling and 
analysis should continue at ten foot intervals 
until field screening does not indicate contamination. 

Two vertical core holes to a depth of fifty (50) feet 
along the north side of the Chemical Pit. Sampling 
interval as described in #2 above. 

An additional shallow-angle air core hole similar to 
CAH- 1 and 2, along the western edge of pits 1-5 and 
near the western shaft fields. This core hole was 
proposed in the original work plan. 
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Please note that in the approval lett~r for this work plan 
dated April 6, 1993, EPA made several modifications to the 
sampling and analysis of each core hole. LANL is to follow the 
required sampling and analysis cri~eria as indicated in the 
approval letter. 

Upon completion of Phase I and review of information from 
the core holes, EPA would like to meet with LANL to discuss any 
additional sampling which may be required at this site. 

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
Ms. Barbara Driscoll at (214) 665-7441. 

cc: Mr. Benito Garcia 

Sincerely, 

{Jr<_~ 
William K. Honker, P.E. 
Chief, RCRA Permits Branch 

New Mexico Environment Department 
Mr •. Torg Jansen 
Los Alamos National Laboratory, MS M992 


