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SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF JUNE 20, 1996, INFORMAL PUBLIC MEETING 
REGARDING THE CLASS 3 PERMIT MODIFICATION TO ADD NINE 
MIXED WASTE STORAGE AREAS 

An informal public meeting was held on June 20, 1996, at the Los Alamos Inn, Los 
Alamos, New Mexico, from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. The primary purpose of this 
informal public meeting was to solicit questions from the community and inform the 
community of the proposed Class 3 permit modification request to add nine mixed 
waste storage areas at Technical Areas 50 and 54. 

The following forms of advertising were used to publicize the informal public meeting: 

• public notices were published in four local newspapers (Attachment A); 

• broadcast media announcements were aired June 18, 19 and 20, 1996, on 
89.9 KHFM and 1490 KRSN (Attachment B); and, 

• four local document repositories were provided copies of the requests for the 
permit modification. 

The informal public meeting was discontinued at 7:00 p.m. since public 
representatives did not attend. However, a number of Laboratory representatives 
were present at the meeting to provide technical discussion. Marja Shaner from the 
Laboratory's Community Involvement and Outreach Office began the meeting by 
welcoming everyone and introducing Gian Bacigalupa, a representative for the 
Hazardous & Solid Waste Group. Gian provided a brief overview and history of the 
Class 3 permit modification request. David Yeamans, a technical representative 
from Chemical Science & Technology Division, discussed the characterization of 
transuranic mixed waste and the current space constraints in the characterization 
process. 
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In addition, a fact sheet (Attachment C) was written describing the Class 3 permit 
modification request and copies of the permit modification were available at the 
meeting. Separate large post cards with your address were also provided in case 
individuals who attended the meeting desired to mail their comments directly to you. 

Thank you for your commitment to the Laboratory's Hazardous & Solid Waste 
Division. If you have any questions, please Gian Bacigalupa at 505-665-1579. 

Sincerely, 

w. ~c/;uJ._Ul_tuhllat 
M. Sandra Martinez 
Community Involvement & Outreach Office 

Cy: 

S. Dinwiddie, NMED 
J. Plum, DOE, MS A316 
J. Ellvinger, ESH-19, MS K490 
G. Bacigalupa, ESH-19, MS K490 
D. Yeamans, CST-18, E525 
J. Harper, CST-18, E525 
CIO File, MS A117 
RPF, MS M707 
CIC-10, MS A150 



Attachment A 
Public Notices for the June 20, 1996, 

Informal Public Meeting 



B-4 THE NEW MEXICAN Friday, June 7, 1996 

LGs Alamos Natlooal Laboratory Solicits Public Comments 
. RegardlnJ: A Hazardous Waste Permit Modiftcatf.on 

. for Mixed Waste Storage Areas 

Lo1 AlaMos Nationai Laboratory hli!S submitted to the New Mexico Environment Department a 
m:J.Ue&t for a Class 3 pennit modification to the Resource Conservation and Recqv&y Act .. 
Hazardous Waste Facility Permit. The Laboratory has proposed to add nine .~ed hazardous and 
radioactive waste cciotainer stomge areas. The areas are located at the Radioassay and · 
Nondestructive 'IC$ing Facility ('ICchnical Area 54, Building 38), the Decontamination Facility 
(Technical Area SO, Building 1) and the Waste Characterization. Reduction and Repackaging 
Facility (T~cal Area 50, Building 69). ,. 

'lbe storage areas'~· Sup~rl waste characterization activities such as x-ray ~cann;J;g, visual 
CXIIDimltion arid 'Sampling of mixed w3ste drumS in preparation for routine stOiage or disposal. 
ne requested mOdification& provide waste types and quantities ~owed in the areas, facility 
~on draw~ mixed ~te. analysis. p~ and clos~,R,lans:~ ~the ~spection, 
•mmg and co~y plans m.the emting hazardous waste facility permit are mclnded to 

. ·~- . !• • ' • .• . • -. ., • ., )J:'I.. • . " • • J ' 

:ft:;flect:cuuent Laboratory waite management practices that apply to these new storage areas. 
'·. -· .. ... : .:.·. " ... '·. . · ...... --- .:....:~ . •' . - . ~ ~ ' ' ' . . . . · · · , . ~:~· .. ;: ~.. ""- r ·t ...... ~ .. - ! :~··_:'.- -~· c..;J ~~~···;'·,~~(..,s'"·-f··:·:;:":·~~'::.·.··;;;(!'; :_-·: !.-1 ~'~ .A,..,. .... ~ ·~ 

:,A~ public CQJilrnMt period administered by the New MeJtico Hazardous and Radioactive 
Matkiais Bureau for this~ modilic8tion will be anno1mceCI later this summer. The . . .. 
J.,abaratocy Will hold an.' iiifOtmaJ meeting to inform the community of these proposed hazardous 
nate· storage activitieS lind solicit questions and colllD1Cnts. The public is invited to 81tCnd this 
tnefJing on June 20, 1996, from 6:00pm to 9:00pm at the Los Alamos Inn, 2201 Trinity Drive, 
Los Alamos. La~ staff' members will be available at the meeting to provide additional 
· iaformatlon on~tfie pr0Po5ed perinit modifiCation. A vohmtary ~ign-in sheet will be provided for 

· ~ '!hc>.~~ah ~o-~ ~~~-~~~~~,~~.~at ~or. notice offu~ public.comment • . 
meetings regard:ing thJS pemu.t moamcation. · .... · : . _ ... - . . . ·r . :_ 
i :·<!~~)"···:_~:JI_'l'·:,~,:·~:;:·.:.:~:;:~A;·! .... •:'· .... c, .. ··"· -•···'··· :',> .. c: .. ,:1-.;~,r~~-·· ,, ' , "'··. 

Pw ~ information, ~OJitactiody Plu~ DcpartiiK:nt of Energy, at (~05) ~S-5042 or Gjan .. , . . 
lacigatupa ~ (505) ~7-157.~~ p~ of th~.~t ~~~~n request are available for review ~ · 
It the followmg locanons: . : i. ~~!' .; ,~··' . . , . "": ·. , · . 

Blpeil.ola Public Uldry LANL Outreach Center Santa Fe Public library 
314A Olate St. NW 1350 CenCral Ave .. Ste 101 145 Washington Ave. 
~la. NM ". ~,. taAiamos. NM . Simta Fe. NM 
~. ~ : ~·--·.t ·~-~~· ·,-J"\t ~{.\i !.-:, -:J··:::~;~~~~~ l . 

' -· .~·- .. ' 

1ioa Outreach Center 
630 Paseo del Pueblo Sur 
'Da.NM . 



Los Alamos Monitor 8 Friday, June 7, 1996 

Los Alamos National Laboratory Solicits Public Comments 
Regarding A Hazardous Waste Permit Modification 

For Mixed Waste Storage Areas 
,. . 

Los Alamos National Laboratory has submitted to the New Mexico Environment Department a 
request for a Oass 3 peririit modification to the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
Hazardous Waste Fadlity PennJ.t. The Laboratory luiS proposed to add nine mixed hazardous 
and radioactive waste container storage areas. The areas anr located at. the Radioassay and 
Nondestructive Testing Facility (Technical Area 54, Building 38), the Decontamination Facility 
(Technical Area 50, Building 1) and the Waste Characterization, Reduction and Repackaging 
Facility (Technical Area 50, Building 69). 

The storage areas will support waste characterization activities such as x-ray scanning, visual 
eX;IUI\ination and sampling of mixed waste drums in preparation for routine storage or disposal. 
The requested modifications provide waste types and quantities allowed in the areas, facility 
location dr~wings, mixed :W.aste analysis plans and closw:e plans. Updates to the inspection, 
training and contingency plans in the existing hazardous waste facility .permit are included to 
reflect current Laboratory waste management practices that apply to these new storage areas. 

~ " ·' . \ .,. •' ...... "' - --1 "' .··. ' (' .;; 

A formal public comment period administered by the New Mexico Hazard9us and Radioactive 
. Materials Bureau for this permit modification will be announced later this summer. The 

Laboratory wUfhoia an informal meetiilg to"iriform .the comn\uruty of these proposed 
hazardous waste storage activities and solicit questions and comments. The public is invited to 
attend this meeting on June 20, 1 1:)96, from 6:00pm to 9:00pm at the Los Alamos Inn, 2201 
Trinity Drive, Los Alamos. Laboratory staff members will be available at the meeting to provide 
additi~nal i:nfo~tion o~ .~e proposed ~t modification. A vohmtaiy sign-in sheet will be 
provided for those who wish to be included in the facility mailing list for notice of future public 
comment meetings regafding this permifmodification. 

•.'· 

For more information, cOntact Jody Phm\, t>epartment of Energy, at (505) 665-5042 or Gian 
Bacigalupa at (505) 667-1579. Copies of the permit modificati~n request are available for review 
at the following locations: · . . · 

';.~~ i ~"} :~~~-·- • 

~ ~· '. ., . .., ··< . 
Espaflola Public Llbrary 
314A Otrate St. NW 
. Espanola, NM 

LANL OutreaCh Center Santa Fe Public Ubrary. 
,1350 Central Ave.. Ste 101 145 Washington Ave. 
Los Alamos, NM Santa Fe, NM 

;·~ 

taos Outreach Center 
63o Paseo del Pueblo Sur 
Taos, NM 
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Los-.Alamos National Laboratory Solicits Public Comments 
· Regarding A Hazardous Wa,te Permit Modification 

for Mixed Waste Storage Areas 
. ··' ' . ~-

. , '' 

Los Alamos National Laboratory has submitted to the New Mexico Environment Department a 
request for a Class 3 permit modification to the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
Hazardous Waste Facility Permit. The Laboratory has proposed to add nine mixed hazardous 
and radioactive waste container storage areas. The areas are located at the Radioassay and 
Nondestructive Testing Facility (Technical Area 54, Building 38), the Decontamination 
Facility (Technical Area SO, Building 1) and the Waste Characterization, Reduction and 
Repackaging Facility (Technical Area SO, Building 69). 

I\,.;>;: 

The storage areas will support waste characterization activities such as x-ray scanning, visual 
examination and sampling of mixed waste drums in preparation for routine storage or dispos
al. The requested modifications provide waste types and quantities allowed in the areas, facil- . 
ity location drawings, mixed waste analysis plans and closure plans .. Updates to the inspec- · 
tion, training and contingency plans in the existing hazardous waste facility permit are 
included to reflect current Laboratory waste management practices that apply to these new 
storage areas. . .:.:,.'r. : ~· ., ,t~ .. ~-. . " .. ' . ' ~- •.. 

' (' • ··-~~~~1'· .. ·.--~~ .. . . ' ' I# 

A formal public comment p~riod administered by the New Mexico Hazardous and Radioact~ye , 
Materials Bureau for this permit modification will be announced later this summer. The f · 
Laboratory will hold an informal meeting to inform the community of these proposed haz- · 
ardous waste storage activities and solicit questions and comments. The public is invited to 
attend this meeting on June 20, 1996, from 6:00pm to 9:00pm at the Los Alamos Inn, 2201 
Trinity Drive, Los Alamos. Laboratory staff members will be available at the meeting to pro
vide additional information on the proposed permit modification. A voluntary sign-in sheet 
will be provided for those who wish to be included in tlle.f.ac;:ility mailing list for notice of · 
future public commerifmeetiitgs regarding this permit modillcation. . . ! ...... ,, . . . . ~t-

For more information, contact Jody Plum, Department of Energy, at (505) 665-5042 or Gian 
Bacigalupa at (505) 667-1579. Copies of the permit modification request are available for 
review at the following)ocations: , .., . · ~,. · 

' 
Espanola ~blic Library 
314A Ofiate St. NW 
Espanola, NM . · 

LANL Outreach Center Santa Fe Public Library Taos Outreach Center .. 

' --. ~-- --·. 

1350 Central Ave., Ste 101 145 Washington Ave. 630 Paseo del Pueblo Sur· .. 
J..os Alamos, mi . . - · Santa Fe, NM . '!Hs, NM : :· .5' . ' 



84 Rio Grande SUN, Thursday, June 13, 1996 

Los Alamos National Laboratory Solicits Public Comments 
~ .· ·.Rega~d~ng A H~ardous ~aste re~F,ni(~«>,~i~ic~~i:~~t): : ~~: ?~ 

.. ' for M1xed Waste Storage Areas .:• :, ·• ~··· : " 

Los Alamos National Laboratory has submitted to the New Mexico Environment Department a request 
for a Class 3 permit modification to the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act Hazardous Waste 
Facility Permit. The Laboratory has proposed to add nine mixed hazardous and radioactive waste 
container storage areas. The areas are located at the Radioassay and Nondestructive Testing Facil
ity (Technical Area 54, Building 38), the Decontamination Facility (Techniyal Area 50, Building 1) and 
the Waste Characterization, Reduction and RepaCkaging Fa.Ciiity (Tectinjcal Area 50, Building 69) .... 

_.:.. :-~ l Yf~ • ._. ~ .. ,,li"f ? ~~ ~ t, ·:! , -.t; .\,. . t. 
The storage areas will support waste characterization activities such as x-ray scanning, visual exam
ination and sampling of mixed waste drums in preparation for routine storage or disposal. T~ r!!t 
:Ju~ted m~difications provide waste types and .qu~DtiJil:~s1 ~19wed in the areas, facility location,~raw~ 
.. . .!. m ... ~~d waste analysis plans and closure pl~f!~· .. ':JJ?d11a!~~~o the inspection, training and con.tln
, . · · · pla~s in the existing hazardous waste facility perrruYa're 'included to ·reflect current L:aboiatory 
:Mie management practices' that apply to these new ~to~ge'l~reas. · •· .. : :· .. , ~ttv. 

'i?i:rt~;·~~blic comment p~riod administered by t~,;~eXt~J~o H~ard~us :nd Radioa~;~e ~te-' 
rials Bureau for this permit modification will be announced later this summer. The Laboratory wili"hold 
an informal meeting to inform the community of these proposed hazardous waste storage activities 
and solicit questions and comments. The public is invited to attend this meeting on June 26, 1996, 
from 6:00p.m. to 9:00p.m. at the Los Alamos Inn, 2201 ~rinity_Driv~ •. ~_LP.s Alamos. Laboratory staff 
members will be available at the meeting to provide addltfonal inforfna.tion on the proposed permit 
r . ! , , , . . , '·i }.,f4 ' , ··- I • ~ 

modification. A voluntary sign-in sheet will be provided for those who · ~p be included in the f{lpil-
- • ' . ~ ,...-, ' ' ' .. ' •• f 

lty mailing list for notice .of future public comment meetings regarding; , rrnit modification. ,:.·.:;· :. 
··:; ..... -.-·' :. . ":. ~~: \-i~;- ·-~~\!~~ .~ 

·For more information, ·contact Jody Plum, Department of Energy at (505) §~5-5042 or Gian B4t0i· 
galupa at (505) 667:1579. Copies of the permit modification on request are av'il~ble for review at the 
following locations: .• . . ·· · · : ;:{~ ;1 • · i 

·~ ~lY, .. 

Espanola Public Library LANL Outreach Center Santa Fe Public Library Taos Outreach Center 
314A Oiiate St. NW 1350 Central Ave. Ste 101 145 Washington Ave. 630 P- del Pueblo Sur 

~aii~~~>~fl' ) r>(~~:r~ Virq.n:;.,~~:~·~~\?'~ ,,~;tr~',~~~i~ ·;d 
J1· ~ ~ .:;· ·\ ... ·' tf.··,.~Ji\~ ... ·1- ,; ___ r'i~ <~ .;;··- .":' 1

'-"'". '~ •.• •• ~ , ... ~-~.L: .i 



Attachment B 
Broadcast Media Announcement for the June 20, 1996, 

Informal Public Meeting 



Los Alamos National Laboratory 
Community Involvement & Outreach Office 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87545 

RADIO ANNOUNCEMENT 

CONTACT: M. Sandra Martinez 
Community Involvement & Outreach 
Los Alamos National Laboratory 
P. 0. Box 1663 MS A117 
Los Alamos, NM 87545 
(505) 665-6771 

Air Dates: June 18, 19 & 20, 1996 
Kill Date: June 20, 1996 

--30 Seconds--

You are invited to participate in an informal dialogue with 
staff from the Los Alamos National Laboratory•s 
Environment, Safety and Health Division on Thursday, 
June·20, 1996, at the Los Alamos Inn in Los Alamos, 
NM, from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm. Please join us to discuss 
the proposed hazardous waste permit modification request 
to add nine mixed hazardous and radioactive waste 
container storage areas. Comments will be addressed prior 
to submitting the request to the New Mexico Environment 
Department. Please come to our meeting on June 20, 
1996, at the Los Alamos Inn in Los Alamos, NM, from 
6:00 pm to 9:00 pm. 

--30 --



Attachment C 
Fact Sheet for the June 20, 1996, 

Informal Public Meeting 



HAZARDOUS WASTE FACILITY 
CLASS 3 PERMIT MODIFICATION FACT SHEET 

for the 

Technical Area 50 
Building 1; Rooms 35, 36, and 38/38A Container Storage Areas 

Building 69; Indoor and Outdoor Container Storage Areas 

Technical Area 54 West 
Building 38; High Bay, Low Bay, Loading Dock, and Outdoor Container 

Storage Areas 

Activities: 

Los Alamos National Laboratory 

June 20, 1996 

Class Ill Permit Modification of the Hazardous Waste Facility for 
the Technical Area 50, Building 1; Rooms 35, 36, and 38/38A 
Container Storage Areas, Building 69; Indoor and Outdoor 
Container Storage Areas 

Technical Area 54 West 
Building 38; High Bay, Low Bay, Loading Dock, and Outdoor 
Container Storage Areas 

Facility Name: Los Alamos National Laboratory 

EPA ID Number: NM0890010515 

Location: 

Background 
Information: 

Effect of 
Modifications: 

Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) is located in Los Alamos 
County, New Mexico. The container storage areas are in 
Technical Area 50, Buildings 1 and 69, and Technical Area 54 
West Building 37. 

The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) issued a 
Hazardous Waste Facility Permit on November 8, 1989, to the 
Department of Energy and the University of California for the Los 
Alamos National Laboratory. The permit allows LANL to operate 
certain hazardous waste management units. LANL has proposed 
nine new container storage areas which have been determined to 
be Class Ill permit modifications by NMED. The areas will provide 
short-term limited storage supporting waste characterization 
activities. 

These modifications will have the effect of allowing LANL to 
operate new container storage areas for the purpose of staging 
hazardous and mixed waste containers during waste 
characterization activities. The availability of short term storage 
near the waste characterization processes should allow safe, 
efficient staging of the containers with less need for separate 
transport and resulting road closures. The waste containers will 



Permit 
Modification 
Availability: 

Public Meeting: 

Comment 
Submittal: 

Final Decision: 

be moved back to long term dedicated storage after 
characterization. 

Copies of the proposed permit modification are available for public 
review weekdays between 8 am and 5 pm at the LANL Outreach 
Center, 1350 Central Avenue, Suite 101, Los Alamos, NM 87544, 
Phone (505) 665-2127, and during normal business hours at the 
following locations: 

Taos Outreach Center Santa Fe Public Library 
630 Paseo del Pueblo Sur 145 Washington Avenue 
Taos, NM 87571 Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Phone (505) 751-3405 Phone (505) 984-6781 
Los Alamos Outreach Center Espanola Public Library 
1350 Central, Suite 101 314A Onate Street 
Los Alamos, NM 87544 Espanola, NM 87532 
Phone (505) 665-2127 Phone (505) 753-3860 

The public is invited to attend an informal informational meeting 
scheduled for June 20, from 6:00 - 9:00 pm at the Los Alamos Inn, 
2201 Trinity Drive, Los Alamos. DOE, and LANL staff members 
will be available at the meeting to provide additional information 
on the proposed Class Ill permit modification. 

The purpose of the June 20, 1996 meeting is to inform interested 
persons of the proposed mixed waste storage activities and to 
solicit questions from the community. Any person who wants to 
comment on the proposed Class Ill permit modification may do so 
in person and/or submit comments or materials at the meeting. A 
voluntary sign-in sheet will also be provided at the meeting for 
those persons who would like continuing involvement in the permit 
modification process for these facilities. A summary of the 
meeting, in addition to any received comments, will be forwarded 
to the NMED, Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau, to 
assist the agency's review of the permit modification request. A 
formal public comment period and opportunity to request a public 
hearing will be announced by NMED later this summer. 

LANL is forwarded report on this meeting and any comments 
received by NMED during the formal public comment period will 
be considered by NMED before a final decision is reached on the 
permit modification request. NMED will notify LANL, and each 
person who submitted a written comment during the public 
comment period, of the final decision or of any public hearing 
which may be scheduled. The final decision will require that 
activities at these container storage areas be conducted according 
to applicable State and Federal laws and with the terms approved 
in the permit modification. 




