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APPLICATION, LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL LABORATORY, 
RADIOACTIVE LIQUID WASTE TREATMENT FACILITY, DP-1132 

Dear Ms. Hanning: 

Los Alamos National Laboratory is in receipt of your January 31, 2000, letter (attached) regarding 
the status of the Laboratory's Ground Water Discharge Permit Application for the Radioactive 
Liquid Waste Treatment Facility (RLWTF) at TA-50. The Laboratory acknowledges the constraints 
that your agency is operating under and we recognize that a public hearing for DP-1132 cannot be 
scheduled until a thorough review of the discharge plan application has been completed. It is my 
understanding that the Laboratory has satisfied all requests for information submitted by your 
agency to date. Please let me know at your earliest convenience if any of your requests for 
information are outstanding. 

The Laboratory remains committed to ensuring that all effluent discharge from the RL WTF meets 
New Mexico Water Quality Control Commission (NM WQCC) Regulation 3103 standards. In 
January 2000, the RL WTF completed the final two steps of the facility's Phase I and II upgrades, 
the Electrodialysis Reversal (EDR) and the interim mechanical evaporator. These treatment units 
provide the RL WTF with the capability to concentrate and treat the RO concentrate (reject) waste 
stream. With this capability in place, the Laboratory is confident that it can continue to meet 
NMWQCC Regulation 3103 standards into the future. 

During 1999, the Laboratory submitted to your agency four quarterly reports for DP-1132. The 
Laboratory will continue to'submit quarterly reports until such time as we are notified by your 
agency to do differently. 
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Please keep the Laboratory informed on the status of the permitting process including the scheduling 
of the public hearing. In addition, please notify Bob Beers of my staff at 667-7969 should you have 
questions or require additional information. 
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January 31. 2000 

David Gurule, Area Manager 
Department of Energy, Los Alamos Area Office 
528 35th Street 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 

Dennis Erickson, Division Director 
ESH-DO, Los Alamos National Laboratory 
Mail Stop K491 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 

R.E: 	 Status Update on the Discbarge Permit Application for the Los Alamos National 
Laboratory, Radioactive Liquid Waste Treatment Facility, DP-1l32 

Dear Mr. Gurule and Mr. Erickson: 

This letter is to update the Department of Energy, Los Alamos Area Office (DOE), and the Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) on the status of the discharge pennit application (DP·1132) 
for the Los Alamos National Laboratory, Radioactive Liquid Waste Treatment Facility 
(RL WTF). In a letter to Mr. Gurule, dated June 30, 1999, the New Mexico Environment 
Deparlment (NMED) Ground Water Quality Bureau (GWQB) infonned the DOE and LA>."L that 
the Secretary of the !'..'MED had detennined that there is significant public interest in DP-1132 
and that a public hearing would be heiJ. 

Due to staff constraints at the GWQB, and the time requirements for completion of a thorough 
review of all infonnation submitted as part of the discharge plan application and for prepur:uio1 
of a public hearing. the hearing has not yet been scheduled. NMED recognizes that the RL \\TF 
discharges wastewater under an 1'I"PDES pennit and requests that ifLANL continues to discharge 
wastewater from the RL WTF that all discharges meet all Water Quality Control Commission 
(WQCC) Regulation 3103 standards as LANL committed to in letters dated November 20. 1998 
and March 12. 1999. In addition, NMED requests that LANL continue to submit quarterly 
monitoring reports to the GWQB as described in the revised monitoring plan in the letter from 
DOE dated June 23, 1997. 

While there is not a scheduled date for a public hearing. NMED will keep the DOE and LA!\L 
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informed on the status of the permining process including the scheduling of a public hearing. If 
you have any questions concerning this letter, please contact Phyllis Bustamante at 827 -0166. 

Sincerely, 

-m~~ 
Maura Hanning, Acting Program Manager 
Ground Water Quality Bureau, Pollution Prevention ::ection 
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Joey Natseway, Tewa Women United, Rte 5 Box 298, Santa Fe. New Mexico 87501 
Kathy Sanchez, President, Pi'ee Quiyo Inc., Rt. S Box 442-B, San Ildefonso Pueblo, 
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