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MEMORANDUM 

TO: 	 John Kieling, LANL Permit Supervisor 
RCRA Permits Management Section 

THROUGH: 	 Debby Brinkerhoff, Program Manager 
RCRA Compliance & Technical Assistance Section 

FROM: 	 Mark V. Coffman, Hazardous Waste Inspector 
RCRA Compliance & Technical Assistance Section 

SUBJECT: 	 TA-53-1 Tank & Sump (MPF-l) 

DATE: 	 January 18, 2000 

At the LANL monthly meeting held on July 22, 1999, an agenda item was brought to this section's attention 
regarding the above referenced tank and sump that inadvertently received an accidental spill ofRCRA regulated 
wastes at Bldg. # I, in TA-53. All available documentation was provided regarding this release by LANL 
environmental personnel and RPMP personnel requested that the RCRA InspectionlEnforcement Section personnel 
review the material to ensure that the waste storage, transportation, and disposal were conducted properly per 
regulations. 

Per that request, I was assigned this task. I reviewed aU provided documentation and summarize the events that 
occurred according to LANL documentation. The radiochemistry laboratory generated waste waters contaminated 
with mercury, acetone, lead, carbon disulfide, and methylene chloride, in one instance, and waste waters 
contaminated with other constituents in at least three other instances over an approximately six year period from 
1990 to 1996. In the first two instances where the tank received accidental spills, 1990 and 1993, no storage was 
conducted; the waste was removed promptly and properly disposed of. LANL environmental personnel added and 
subsequently deleted the tank/sump to their hazardous waste storage unit inventory/database as a less than 90 day 
accumulation area with the attached internal forms; this was just subsequent to the third accidental release to the 
tank in 1996. 

There are no regulations restricting the numbers or durations (lifetimes) ofhazardous waste storage units not 
requiring a permit; Therefore facilities may create and dissolve these units as the need arises. This unit was properly 
identified and recorded as a less than 90 day accumulation area and the waste remained stored in the tank for less 
than 90 days according to facility records, as indicated above. Therefore, management of this waste appears to have 
been handled appropriately. 
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BEFORE DECOMMISSIONING A HAZARDOUS WASn: STORAGE AREA YOUMUST: 
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