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WATE~4UALITY & HYDROLOGY GROlL ~SU-IH) 


FAX TRANSMITTAL'SHEET 


"~AX #: (50S) 665-9344 VERIFICATION #: (505) 665·0453 


DATE: November 
 LOONO: ESH-18:00-FAX

TO: B. Lucas FAX#: (505) 827-0160 PHONE # (505) 827-2933 ORPORG NMED/SWQB 
O. Saurns 

TO: S.Yanicak (505) 672-0466 (50S) 672-0448 GRPORG NMED/ATP--_.._--- FAX#: PHONE;; 

TO: M. Johanson FAX#: (50S) 665-4872 PHONE # (505) 665-5046 GRPORG DOFJLAAO 

TO: Everett Spencer FAX#: (214) 665-6490 PHONE#: (214) 665-6080 GRPORG EPA Region VI 
....G!.~) 6/55-6475 -

TO: Deb Woitte FAX#: (505) 665-4424 PHONE # (505) 667-3766 GRPORG LCGEN 

TO: J. Mullun~ FAX # (50S} 827-2965 PHONE # . (5051827-0212 GRPORG NMED/GWQB 
J. Jacobs 

TO: John Young FAX#:: (505l827-.!.?..1~ PHONE # (50S) 827-1557 GRPORG NMED/HRMB 

TO: M. Smithour FAX#: (505) 665-5424 PHONE # 667-7711 GRPORG JCNNM-UWG' 

TO: E. Hoth FAX#: (50S) 665-6636 PHONE # {50S) 665-6002 GRPORG FWO-UI 

FROM: ____ __ __ __ ___________________ 665-2014H_ruvey~Dec~k_m~·,_ES_H_.-~1_8.~M_S K_49_7 	 PHONE#: 

b.t,\ Canyon debris slide. 15 day CA report 

NUMBER OF PAGES TO FOLLOW: :.; 

Cy: 	 ESH-18 FAX Fll..E GROUP LEADERITEAM LEADBR 

CRM-4, MS AlSO 

ESH·18, spill file HoD forM.S 
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4537 
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LH.~ 

Calendar YeorRELEASE I DISCHARGE NOTIFICATION 
LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL LAB~TORY 

Permit Number: NMO028355 L?90oi 
NPDES or Operational Splll/Release ~ '} Release 10 Number: 

ER Splll/Reieaae 0 -Indlcote with "X" In approprla1e box. 99 
Other SplI/Rek1as8 _, 

'" -,--".."'-_.,--- 
Contact PeI'$On: [~·'~.?th ,,' Pager.: r900:~~?.~_. ,.----~-·,I 

Phone ,: 100(;-00'02 cell PhOne I: ~" ,,,.. , ' 

ReIe<:Iae/DlsohQrge Location; f",9 landsiidiiiiiOii;iA canyon strmcourSe Is toOaiecib8ioY':PRV-plt 154:-Tl1e
TA: [,.'., , 53, " actual location i1 lat/1on will be reported on the 16 day corrective action report 

BuRdIng: ['-------=:-__._J L __.____ .."" ,.,,,.".....". __ ...,,,.. ,,' ...,.," .• 

II the release/discharge 1$ QAOCiated wfth a NPDES Outfall, Potential Heleaae SIte (PRS) or Solid Waste Management 
Unit (SWMU), Indicale ..... lIle/unlt number and Irs lelatiOnsl'llp to ItIe rekKIse/dllCharge: 

NPDES OulfaJl:O PRs;D SWMU:O PRS/SWMU Nunlber:L'-'] 
ldlca1'e with "X" In appropriate boxCes: 

~stllp ?ff!l!,~!~~rge to a SWMU or~: 
, .".'" ""."...'--._-------_." " , .. , .."- ....... , ....-:....._,

No SWMU or PRS was ImpaCied 

Cleanup '··'-'--1 Cleanup ....... ""·"'r"'··-__l 

1 . .. , ., ..~.Slartad: L--__• 

Completed:
Date a TIme Date a Time 

Date anme 

MaferIaI(s) Ralaasad I DlschOfged: 

[
Th9landsllde on (he north i~;;;' of Los AiamosC8nyoo appears to have b&e'n eXBc8rbat&d 'bY the'discharge of'polablewater""" 
from the PRV 1008100 on the mesa top due to a mechanical malfunction down stream of the potable water supply line (a faulty 

! automatic valve that was unable to close completely and kept cycling). The soIl on the canyon slope had become fOaturated 
. due to recant rain fal.l: ..Th& Influ)( ~f.!t!.d..itional wator from th& PRV p<>'!!!bly ~1.I~~•.th.~,~I2P~ ..!~.~~.!!_'_______....."...,,, 
Retease/Dlscha~ Mitigation Melhod: 

IThe ~~ "'Ivo ........~~...m"I,h ';;;~tho dO';';";';;';"';';';. PRV, .. ' . u I
__________ m m 

Weather Condltlo,,:..n_9::...'___, 
, "" ,--,-".-.._-------

1Coldl~~ :~~~.__ , ... __..... ,---_..-.-....... ,,,", .. 

Duration of Release/ Est. Volume 
DIICharge, In HOURS: Recovatect. In GAL. 

Corrective AcUot'l$ Token (Ie, type or BMPs, etc): 

The Goll will be pUlleifback from the 'edgeofthe-straam 'COlJrse and BMP', put In place . 


.. """"" ......,,,.."'--------, 
Neorest Wafercoul'$e (canyon Nclme) 

r~oport PrlntHd 11/21/007:31 :42 AM 
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Reh.~"Mli' NI)l'!lb~r gs;J, ....pFlgA ;;! of 2. 

If the teIElO&8/dISChorge reOCheda watercourse, describe the estimated sudace area af1ec:ted. prGlGnce at 
,elease/dlscharge now In the WOhttcout•• and the media the releataJdlschalge was detected In: 

IAPproxlmai6iYO.7S·QC:·Of canyon'Siope'was' affected bY'th; ieirK!$lide.An estimated 2cu/yds, Of soil enter~the-LA canyon I 
:&troamcourSB. 

Distance to Nearest Drlnldng Water \VeIl. In FT, It known: 

ffiIR'ilI,r.,.,.;;, ·'--~II;~~;:ifI:::l""l~~Il!ll'IDIIIIIIeIIIQ'IllIIiInI~nllllD!!IiIi~~;'~~';'i'JJIl1l!!'J)1!J!!II~;'IF"'~"I'rjl'IBII·llmrr'liq~~'T\"rp';rn;;)t:!F.'11':'"".c"~:';'~~~!ilii'l;i,r;;f::!;!I. i' i'" :klli;Ni'/:8lM1MMl!ijft~"~.l:iB~H'~tt~.:ilJliji!;,l~J'!'I~llill~I.ai~:!:~\~~~!il!!!ill4ilt:/, 
Contact Person Phone Fox Date" nme (or Comment) 

EPA: ~~~~.!":..___ :. '" ...1L,.2~~:~-ti475l rf14-s,s5-6490 11111912ooo!by'ffix...·-- ..'... 
NMEDJSWQ8: I~I~~~·~~~~_~:::~:._.~~:·:·_.:l [,,8¥?-o5~--.:J C. ,62!-016Ol [11i3i2ooo-··T1~i:¥·p.~'!.l::~,.._"_J 

qNMED/GWQ8: 1:~J~~~~-··~·--·--:1 ~9.27·0212 .1 r::-S212OO5-] L~i!6I2OO0 '1 7:48 ii.m. ...._.1 
NMED/HRMB: r~~~!!:".o,~~~....."......~ [" .~7·Hi57 I r·'a27:1-544,~J a.m.] 

NMEDJDOE-OB: L.. ~~~8-"··-1 [':'"672-0466] L12/312000 J.ili~tilC~=--=-~==] 

ESH-18: lB~~~_.._,~==:~:] [. :~~~i~~.4::.. 'j I :. 6f3S.9344 . ..1 l~..0i2oo0=]ii§§:~:~_u.~=·~] 
DOE: l~t.J~~nGe". l r-·:-e6.~e- J i""'665~4872 1l!.1fJ/~~..Jj.:].~ ..p.:!'.'..J~Il'1l\II) 

OTHER: r-~-Eiii5:eoo2'" "II' ',~ ,6~~~a.~~ 
OTHER: 1.... -.. · ....-',·.., .. ",".·] l 

~~=_~-.~~:---- _. __ ~-:-l 


__J L-____..L..___".__,__• ___" •. 

......~ ....~~._-.J L--__....J __._,__ .,,_.... , .. 

Mark "'1:' when done. 
Comments: 'Ai. automatic valve on the downstream TA-53lire protectlol'1 watQ;storag-;tri~lfunctioned causing the 

iupstfeam PRV to discharge In a cyclic manner of approximately 50 gallons of potable water every .2 to :3 
IG8COnas. This Increased water to the already saturated canyon slQP6 is b61ieved to have caused lhe Glope to 
:fali caU$lng a IsndslldQ thatlu~~~~J¥._~!~.~.~.~t.I!!l:!'"~urse in lAo 

[',,':' cr.~T~r~/millmililil I' ' 'iI" 
16 daY Follow-up Due: I·" i1i23i2'oOO '1 

Comments: ~.ease see attached COrrElCtive action recommendations as sUb!nlttQ'd"t;y ESH~18 and agreed to by· 
LANllFWO. 

---... ----,.., ...,--,.,~., .. , ~., .. . .. ," .~.. ....-.-- ..-.~......,.-....... ... 

!:;;:;mr~;~ '.• ;. :f~;~!:1~~llWf~:~~~~!W~~~..m[DjlJii}!:DII~i&'~UI~~11Illm~~m~~~7:~:F;'"·-':"!:~~~~~ 
NMED 30 Day RelPOnlIe Dote: ['-_..... -.... - .... ,-' '] 

Comments: 

David Gurule. AJea Manager DenniS J. Ellckaon. ESH Division Plf.e'or 
LO$ Alamoa Areo OffIce University of Callfomla 
Deportment 01 Energy LoIS Alal1lOl NatlQIlal LobOratory 

lo$ Alamos, New MexIco 87544 P.O. Box 1663, MS 1<491 
(505) 667-«ill)5 Los AlarTlOl, New Mexico 81544 

(505\ 667-4218 

Report r.)rjnt~d 11/21/00 7::J1:42 AM 

http:ieirK!$lide.An
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Recommendations for corrective actions. at the Los Alamos Canyon Lalld.sli~e. 

1) 	 ESH-18 recommends relocating and possibly diffusing the flow from the PRY, or 
at a minimum re-directing the discharge from the PRY AWAY from the canyon 
edge. Additionally, wc are recommending installing an alann on the PRY to 
activate when the PRY discharges more than just an intermittent opening or 
closing (in situations such as this where the PRY was continually discharging). 

2) 	 The canyon road needs to be cleared by the spring thaw to prevent additionw 
sediment transport to the stream. Doing this will assure the road is passable. 

3) 	 Installation of a silt fence along the stream edge would be preferable to removal 
of the seuimenllhut hu."J gone over lhe road. Pulling lhis sediment flow back froIll 
the edge of the streum would most likely cause more damage than leaving it in 
place. Also, this material C~lllld be spread in the spring and re-seeded if necessary 
to stabilize it in place. 

4) 	 In the wasted area itself (the slope) there is probably not a Jot that can be done 
except removing the water source from above (the PRV source and possibly 
redirecting flow away from this area on the mesa top) if necessary straw wattles 
could be installed as problem areas are determined in [he spring and raking. 
seeding and mulching CMll also be performed if necessary. . 

5) The erosion area at the PRV needs to be repaired. 
6) Waiting until the spring thaw is preferable to proceed with # 4 above unless 

problem areas are determined before that time. 

From consultation with ESH~18 erosion control experts in developing these 
recommendations it appears that ot.her than addres!ling the items in # 1.2 and 3 above, not 
much more can be accomplished with the slope itself until the spring thaw and any 
problem areas begin to become apparent. 


