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LOS ALAMOS SCIENTIFIC LABORATORY

"% UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
.S ALAMOS, NEW MEXICO 87544
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM

DATE:
Dean Meyer, Group Leader, H-1 10/18/68

John Enders, H-1l

Suggested plans for disposal of radioactively contaminated oil

As it now appears that H-1 will be responsible for picking up’;nd
disposing of radioactively contaminated oil from the Laborauary, thé
following plan is sugzested as a means of doing the jobe

First, it is assumed that the bulR of material will come from the
Instrument Repair Shop at S:-30 and will be transported from SE-3O to
Area G by the Zia Company on a work order. Secondly, it is assumed that
regardless of memos, etc., 0il will continue to be packaged in several
types of containers verying from glass jugs, one gal. cans, 5 gal. cans
to 55 gal drums. It is the pick up and disposal of the 55 gal. drums
that poses the problem.

It is estimated that a 55 gal. drum, filled with oil, will wedgh
about 350 pounds. In order to pick up a drum at a Site where there is
no fork 1lift or other means available for loading, it is proposed'that (1)
A Unastrut framework be made which will fit into the existing wells in
thé bed of the pickup truck;(2) H-1 acquire a chain hoist and rail and
mount it on to the Unistrut frame so it can be used to pick up the drums.
(3) at Area G, the drum could be off-loaded onto the groumwith the chain

hoiste A 6' diam., 60' deep shaft located between pits #l4 and 5, is

.proposed as a dispos al shaft for oil. Such a shaft would probably last

one or two years, based on the current production of cmtaminated oil.
In order to get the drum into the shaft it is proposed that a small gantry
crane{mobile) be acquired. The crane could pick up the drum and lower it

into the shaft. It could also be used to move the safety 1lid which would

have to be kept on the shaft and also to move the safety lids that are used
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on the current 2' diameter shafts for beta—gamma-disposal. As it is now,
in order to move one of these lids, it takes three men to lift and m§ve onee
I have requested information on smmll cranes from several companies and
should have a better idea on what we would need in the near future. Jim
Cox informs me that getting a small chain hoist should not pese too much
of a problem as there probably is one at Salvage now.

I am estimating that the cost of digsing a 6% diameter shaft at about
#500 and the cost efa small gantry crane at about $750. The safety 1lid

for the shaft would probably cost another $500(if ordered from the Zia Co.)




