
TO 

FROM 

-0' 'LAMOS SCIENTIIC LABORATORY 
UNIVERSITY OF C.IFORNIA 

LOS ALAMOS. NEW M<ICO 87544 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

: Dean D. Meyer, Group Leader, H-1 

: William R. Kennedy, Group Leader, B-6 
: William D. Purtyaun, B-6 

DATE: 

October 23 1969 

SUBJECT: 
MATERIALS DISPOSAL AREA "G'•, PIT lfO. 6 

SYMBOL : 
B•6 

An inspection was made of the new disposal pit, Area ''3", Pit Mo. 6 on SepteJiber 24 aad October 9, 1969. The disposal pit is about the saae diaensioas as previous pita dug in the area, 100 fee't wide, 600 teet long, and about 25 feet deep. The long dimension is about east•west with access raaps to the east and west. 

The soil cover averages about one foot thick around the edges of the pit 1 however • 1n SOMe places the soil has been stripped to the top of the tuff. The pit is completed within a single ash flow which is tentatively correlated with Unit 2b at the Meson Facility and at lfortandad Canyon. The tuff is moderately welded, light gray in color. It is fairly 
co~tent though several blocks have fallen froa the north and south walls due to intersecting of joints within the wall. 

The majority of the joints raage from vertical to about 60 degrees :froa horizontal. 'i'be joint frequency averages about one joint per six foot along the pit wall. Orientation of 190 joints showed three major joint sets. Twenty-four rl .. _ cent of the joints were orientated from N. 20° w .. toN. 50 w.; 17 percent were orientated froa N. so• E. toN. 70° B·J 15 percent were orientated from N. 10° w. tow. 10° B.; there­aa:IJ:&ing 44 percent of the joints were of random orientation. Beneath the soil •ne joints in the tuff are filled with d.ark broWD clay derived from weather1ug of the tuff. The joints in the tuff range froa closed to open as aueh as one inch and are filled or plated with 11gbt gray clay or precip­itate which in places contains some organic material from roots. Orientation of the joints and joint openings are about the !JIUJI8 as in the tuff exposed in other pits in the area and should pose no problems in disposal of wastes. 

The pit is suitable for the disposal of solid or package wastes as it meets the guidelines for pit construction as 
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