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argunent was fundamentally corracet. Nevertheless, that response

is better understocd with greater factual explanation,

s

In the unlikely event that the WIPP site is determined
to be unsuitable for interim or rermanent storage of TRU waste,
DOE has vreadily availabie a number of alternatives for the
interim storage of the retrieved waste, (Adnin. Rec. IV, JJ.,

Pages 5-1 through 5-5.) First, DOE may c¢hoose %6 store the waste
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at any one of a number of DOE~-approved TRU waste storage

E;cilities located throughout the Unitaed States. Amcng those

sites having interim status under RCRA, which allows for the

i

torage of mixed TRU waste, are: the Idaho National Engineering

Laboratory, Hanford Engineering Development Laboratory, the

Savannah River site, Qak Ridge National La.boratory ’ 1

Plant, and the Nevada Test Site. Thase six sites, as well as the 8 !
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’Los Alomcs Nationa)l Laborats}_ ossess tha facilities and
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infrastructure for storage of mixed TRU waste. Accordingly, DOE
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would have its choice of at lezst seven facilities at which it

could store TRU waste retrieved from the WIPP gite. At any one
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of these sites it is feasible for DOE te construct a dedicated
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facility to provide the retrieved waste with protection from tho

elements and unwarranted intrusion. Further, the retriaved wasre
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would be monitored by a trained staff ro minimize the chance of

undetected detarioraticn ¢f the waste caontainara. T+ is cloax.

tharefcre, that, in the unlikely event that the WIPP site is
detarmined to be unsuitable for long-term or interim svorage of

TRU waste, DOE can bath ratrieve any waeste empleced at the WIPP
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