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BRUCE KING 
GOVERNOR 

June 21, 1994 

~"' ·'-f!!Jtate of New Mexico 
ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT 

Harold Runnels Building 
1190 St. Francis Drive, P.O. Box 26110 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502 
(505) 827-2850 

Alex Gancarz, Division Leader (J-515) 
Los Alamos National Laboratory 
CST-DO 
P.O. Box 1663 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87545 

Dear Mr. Gancarz: 

JUDITH M. ESPINOSA 
SECRETARY 

RON CURRY 
DEPUTY SECRETARY 

RE: Low-level radioactive waste disposal at TA-54 Pit 37 

This letter concerns plans by Los Alamos National Laboratory ( LANL) 
to dispose of low-level radioactive waste at TA-54 Pit 37. As you 
may be aware, the New Mexico Environment Department's Hazardous and 
Radioactive Materials Bureau (HRMB) is currently considering 
enforcement options to address the apparent unauthorized disposal 
of mixed waste at Pit 37. While HRMB has no regulatory authority 
over disposal of low-level radioactive waste that is not mixed 
waste, HRMB wishes to express some concerns related to disposal of 
low-level radioactive waste at Pit 37 in view of the current mixed 
waste disposal issues at the site. 

LANL must ensure that any additional waste brought into Pit 37 is 
totally segregated from the apparent mixed waste that is subject 
to current enforcement concerns by HRMB. Any additional waste 
brought into Pit 37 that would impact the apparent mixed waste 
could complicate remediation efforts that LANL may have to 
undertake due to an enforcement action initiated by HRMB. 
Likewise, LANL will want to ensure that health and safety concerns 
are not complicated by adding additional waste to Pit 37. 
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Thank you for bringing this matter to our attention. If you have 
any questions concerning this letter, please feel free to contact 
me at (505) 827-4308. 

Sincerely, 

cctl~ 
RCRA Inspection/Enforcement Program Manager 
Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau 

cc: Benito Garcia, Chief, HRMB 
~ohn Tymkowych, RCRA Inspection/Enforcement Supervisor 

Bruce Swanton, DOE Oversight Program Manager, HRMB 
Tony Drypolcher, Group Leader, CST-7 (E-517) 
John Krueger, Facility Manager, CST-7 (J-595) 
Gilbert Montoya, Waste Management, CST-7 (J-595) 
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