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Project Director. Environmental Operations Remediation Services Deputy Project Director 

Alamos Site Office. Department Energy Los Alamos 1\ational Laboratory 
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RE: 	 APPROVAL vVITH MODIFICATION 
DRILLING 'WORK PLAr\ FOR REGIOKAL AQUIFER 'YELL R-54 
LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL LABORATORY 
EPA ID #NM08900W515 
H\VB-LANL-MISC-G\" 

Dear Iv1essrs. Gregory and Iviclnroy: 

l11e New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) is in receipt of united States 
Department of Energy (DOE) and Alamos National Security. L.L.c.' s (LANS) (collectively, 
the Penl1ittees) document entitled Drilling Ff'ork Plol1for Regional AquifCr TIVe!! R-54 (Plan) 
dated November 6. 2009 and referenced by EP2009-0595. 

NMED has reviewed Plan and hereby issues this Approval with the follo\ving modification, 

If perched intermediate \;>,'ater is encountered during ofyvelJ R-54. the Permittees 
must notify NMED by phone \\'ithin one business of each such OCCUlTence and 
minimize the impact of bentonite: anc! drilling on thepercbed horizon. IfNMED 
ddermines that the 'kater horizon requires the Permittees shal 1 install 
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separate borehole. they shall submit to NMEJ) a drilling 'vvork plan 1'0:' the intermediate 
well no later than days afLer the completion ofR-54. 

\Vel! R-54 lS pan the groundwater monitoring network for TA-54, \Vells at and near TA.-54 
should have already been installed by the Permittees in order to obtain adequate groundwater 
data to support reeledy selectioe. stated in numerous pieces of conespondence dating back to 
April 7. 2007. the need for adequate. timely. and technically defensible groundwater data for TA­
54 and elsewhere has long been known to the Permittees. The Pem1ittees are delinquent in the 
completion wells at and near TA-54. Nothing in this letter shall be construed as an abrogation 
ofNMED's rights 10 pursue enforcement actions against the Permittees for failure to comply 
with the requirements the March 1.2005 Order on Consent (Order). Stipulated penalties for 
the MDA G CME Rep0l1 v·/iL continue to accrue until NMED determines that the Permittees are 
in substantiai compliance with the OrdeL \vhich includes. among otber requirements. 
constaLction of a comprehensive groundwater monitoring network. and collection of additional 
groundwater clam at TA-54. 

Should you have any questions. please contact Jerzy Kulis of my staff at (505) 476-6039. 

Sincereh. 

1~ 
James P. Bearzi 
Chief 
Hazardous Waste Bureau 
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cc: J. Kieling. NMED H\VB 
D. Cobrain. NMED H\VB 


Roberts. NMED HWB 

Iv1. Dale. NlviED HWB 


Skibitski. NMED DOE OB 

S. Yanical~. NMED DOE OR MS J993 
B. Olson. NMED GWQB 
L. King. EPA 6PD-1\ 
G. RaeL DOE LASO, MS A316 
D. Katzman, EP-LWSP, MS :r:vf992 
P. I-luber. EP-LWSP. MS M992 
11. Shen, DOE LASO, MS A316 
M. Graham, ADEP, MS M991 
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