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Notional Nuclear Security Administration 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
National Nuclear Security Administration 

Los Alamos Site Office 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 

JAN 1 0 2013 
CERTIFIED MAIL- RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

John Kieling, Bureau Chief 
Hazardous Waste Bureau 
New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, NM 87505-6303 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

'1J ENTERED 

Subject: Request for Class 2 Permit Modification to the Los Alamos National Laboratory 
(LANL) Hazardous Waste Facility Permit for Technical Area 54, Building 38, West, 
EPA ID No. NM0890010515 

The purpose of this letter is to request approval by the New Mexico Environment Department­
Hazardous Waste Bureau (NMED-HWB) of a Class 2 Permit Modification to the Los Alamos 
National Laboratory (LANL) Hazardous Waste Facility Permit (Permit) issued to the U.S. 
Department of Energy (DOE) and Los Alamos National Security, LLC (LANS) in November 
2010. DOE and LANS, collectively known as the Permittees, request to increase the storage 
capacity and storage footprint of the hazardous waste management units located at Technical Area 
54, Building 38, West (TA-54-38 West or RANT facility). This permit modification request also 
includes corrections to clarify the inclusion of the loading dock within the TA-54-38 West 
Outdoor Pad rather than the TA-54-38 West Indoor Unit. 

The enclosed permit modification request includes descriptions of the necessary changes to the 
Permit and explains why the changes are necessary to facilitate the transport of transuranic waste 
from LANL for off-site disposal at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plan (WIPP) in Carlsbad, New 
Mexico. TA-54-38 West serves as the packaging facility for transuranic waste that is stored at 
other permitted units at LANL and for preparation from transport to the WIPP. The 2011 
Framework Agreement: Realignment of Environmental Priorities, established between the New 
Mexico Environment Department (NMED) and DOE set forth goals to safely process, repackage, 
and remove 3, 706 cubic meters of the transuranic waste from permitted container storage units at 
TA-54 Area G by June 30, 2014. An important component to meeting the goals of that agreement 
is the need for increased shipping capability from the permitted units at TA-54-38 West. The 
increased storage capacity at both of the units and the increased footprint at the TA-54-38 West 
Indoor Unit are necessary for waste shipping goals to be met. 

This permit modification request has been drafted in accordance with Title 40 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations (40 CFR) § 270.42(b)). The class 2 modifications to the Permit presented for 
approval fall under 40 CFR § 270.42, Appendix I, Items F .l.b. This item references a 
modification to the container storage unit that results in an increase in less than 25 percent of the 
storage capacity included within the Permit. The requested changes to the Permit increase the 
operating capacity at the TA-54-38 West Outdoor Pad and the TA-54-38 West Indoor Unit as 
well as increase the physical footprint ofthe TA-54-38 West Indoor Unit in order to 
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accommodate shipments of larger containers. There are no changes to specific storage-related 
permit conditions or waste management practices associated with this request and there will be no 
changes made to the building. 

The additional changes to Permit Attachment G .16 included with this permit modification request 
do not change any permit conditions or waste management practices. The Permittees are 
proposing to relocate language associated with the TA-54-38 West loading dock from theTA-54-
38 West Indoor Unit closure plan to the TA-54-38 West Outdoor Pad closure plan. Changes 
associated with the loading dock are considered an administrative change under 40 CFR § 270.42, 
Appendix I, Item A.l as they are merely clarifying the language associated with closure of the 
loading dock. The modifications to the closure plans have been included with this permit 
modification request in order to consolidate all the changes for the two permitted units at TA-54-
3 8 West into a single request. 

This permit modification request consists of three enclosures. Enclosure 1 (LA-UR-12-27049) 
includes the basis for the modification request, a description of the changes to be made to the 
Permit, pages from the Permit that illustrate the changes requested (including editing marks), and 
a signed certification page. Enclosure 2 (LA-UR-12-27049) includes a draft fact sheet that 
outlines the changes requested by the permit modification and information on where the permit 
modification request can be obtained and how the public can comment. Enclosure 3 (LA-UR-12-
27035) is a report that discusses the applicability ofthe seismic standard in 40 CFR § 264.18(a) in 
accordance with 40 CFR §270.14(b)(11)(ii). This report is included because the NMED-HWB has 
requested this type of information for Permit changes similar to the footprint increase at TA-54-
38 West Indoor Unit. 

Provided herein are three hard copies of the permit modification request package as well as an 
electronic version. The fact sheet (Enclosure 2) will be sent to the NMED-HWB maintained 
LANL facility mailing list within seven days of transmittal of this request. The fact sheet contains 
the location and date of a scheduled public meeting; and a notice will be published in several local 
newspapers containing the same information. If you have comments or questions regarding this 
permit modification request, please contact Gene Turner of my staff at (505) 667-5794 or Mark 
Haagenstad, LANS, at (505) 665-2014. 

Enclosure 

~--'h ~Q, . ~,.-1 
Juan L. Griego 
Acting Manager 



cc w/enclosure: 
Laurie King, Chief(6PD-N) 

New Mexico/Federal Facilities Section 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 6 1445 Ross A venue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 

cc w/out enclosure: 
Dave Cobrain 

Hazardous Waste Bureau 
New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, NM 87505-6303 

Tim Hall 
Hazardous Waste Bureau 
New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, NM 87505-6303 

P. Maggiore, EPO, LASO 
G. Turner, EPO, LASO 
C. Beard, PADOPS, LANS, MS-A1 02 
M. Brandt, ADESH, LANS, MS-K491 
V. George, REG-DO, LANS, MS-M991 
S. Miller, LTP-SSS, LANS, MS-J595 
M. Saladen, ENV -RCRA, LANS, MS-K490 

- 3-

M. Haagenstad, ENV-RCRA, LANS, MS-K404 
Records Center, LASO 
Official Contract File, LASO 

EP0-32GT -422- 488416 

JAN 1 0 201J 
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Plate 2: Faults and lineaments with respect to 
the RANT facility, TA-54
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GISLab Map No. m202396  
GISLab Req. No. 14388  
Document No. EES14 -12-018 
Cartography by Liz Miller  
December 17, 2012 

 
Work Performed on Behalf of ENV-RCRA, Los Alamos National Laboratory, Los Alamos, NM 87545  
Neither the United States Government nor Los Alamos National Security (LANS), LLC nor any of their employees makes any warran ty, express or implied, including 
the warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose, or assumes any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness,  or usefulness of 
any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents  that its use would not infringe privately owned rights.  
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