
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGIONS 


1445 ROSS AVENUE, SUITE 1200 

DALLAS. TX 75202-2733 


JAN 0 7 1998 

Mr. Benito Garcia, Chief 
Hazardous and Radioactive 

Materials Bureau 
New Mexico Environment Department 
2044A Galisteo street 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 

Re: 	 Review of the Supplemental Information for the Voluntary 
Corrective Action (VCA) Completion Report for PRS 57-006, 
Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), EPA 1.0. NM0890010515 

Dear 	Mr. Garcia: 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed 
LANL's Supplemental Information for the VCA Completion Report for 
PRS 57-006, dated December 10, 1997, and has found the Report to 
be complete. However, EPA disagrees with LANL's conclusion that 
no further investigation is required for this PRS. EPA 
recommends that a deeper soil sample be taken underneath the PRS 
to determine the vertical extent of lead contamination. Enclosed 
are EPA's recommendations regarding this PRS. 

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
Mr. Rich Mayer at (214) 665-7442. 

Sincerely, 

() //'" 
/,\ / '//c/z-<- (J./U, 

David W. heleigh, Chief 
New Mexico and Federal 

Facilities section 

Enclosure 
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EPA's Recommendations for PRS 57-006 

HISTORY: PRS 57-006 was a buried chemical waste vessel that 
contained elevated levels of lead, mercury and a variety of spent 
organic solvents. It was used to collect chemical waste from a 
LANL chemistry laboratory from 1976 to 1989. The PRS is located 
on Fenton Hill. This PRS is not included in the HSWA permit. 

The VCA consisted of removing the contents of the vessel and then 
removing the vessel out of the ground and backfilling the 
remaining hole. The bottom of the vessel extended to 
approximately 3 feet below ground surface. A soil sample (0-6 
inches) was taken at the bottom of excavation (where the vessel 
once contacted the soil). Lead was found at 187 and 90 mg/kg (a 
duplicate soil sample was taken). Background levels of lead at 
this site are 23.3 mg/kg. LANL recommends no further sampling at 
this PRS and that the PRS not be included in the HSWA permit as a 
SWMU. EPA disagrees. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: EPA recommends that LANL take a deeper soil 
sample (preferably at 3-3.5 feet) to ensure/delineate the extent 
of lead contamination at this PRS. 

Also, EPA believes that this PRS is a SWMU and should be included 
in the HSWA permit. However, whether NMED requires LANL to 
incorporate this SWMU into the HSWA permit is subject to NMED's 
permitting interpretations, policies or procedures. 


