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NATIONAL LABORATORY In Reply Refer To: ESH-18/WQ&H:98-0152 -
' Mail Stop: K497 DR
Los Alamos National Laboratory Telephone: (505} 665-1859

Los Alamos, New Mexico 87545

Mr. John F. Peterson

District Ranger

Jemez Ranger District

Santa Fe National Forest

P.O. Box 150

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF INTENT TO DISCHARGE, MILAGRO PROJECT AT
FENTON HILL

Dear Mr. Peterson:

For your information, please find the enclosed letter from Mr. Roger C. Anderson, New Mexico Oil
Conservation Division (OCD), which provides conditional approval of the Laboratory’s Notice of
Intent to Discharge (NOI) for the Milagro Project at Fenton Hill. The Laboratory has satisfied all
three of the conditions which require action prior to discharge. Land application will begin on
Tuesday, April 28, 1998.

One of the conditions of OCDs approval is permission from the landowner prior to discharge. In
your April 6, 1994, letter (copy enclosed) you approved this one-time discharge of purified water to
National Forest System Land with the following condition: Approval of the NOI by the

New Mexico Environment Department, Surface Water Quality Bureau (NMED/SWQB).
Regulatory authority for the NOI has been assumed by OCD because the Laboratory has an
approved Ground Water Discharge Plan (GW-31) with OCD for the Fenton Hill site. The
NMED/SWQB did, however, conduct a parallel review of the NOI along with OCD. It is my
understanding that all of the NMED/SWQBs outstanding questions and concerns regarding the NOI
have been satisfied.

Please contact me at 665-1859, or Bob Beers of my staff at 667-7969, if you have questions or
concerns regarding the Milagro Project NOI.

Sincerely,

- Steven Rae

Water Quality and Hydrology Group
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W. Whatley, Jemez Pueblo, New Mexico, w/enc.
G. Suazo, CIO, w/enc., MS A117

P. Bustamante, NMED/GWQB, Santa Fe, New Mexico, w/enc.

B. Hoditschek, NMED/SWQB, Santa Fe, New Mexico, w/enc.
J. Keiling, NMED/HRMB, Santa Fe, New Mexico, w/enc.

B. Koch, DOE/LLAAO, w/enc., MS A316

B. Beers, ESH-18, w/enc., MS K497

G. Sinnis, P-23, w/enc., MS H803

L. Rowton, P-FM, w/enc., D459

D. Thomas, P-FM, w/enc., MS D459

N. Williams, ESH-18, w/enc., MS K497

WQ&H File, w/enc., MS K497

CIC-10, w/enc., MS A150

April 27, 1998
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April 23, 1998

Mr. Steven Rae

Los Alamos National Laberatory
MS K497
Los Alamos, NM 87543

RE: Notice of Intent to Discharge
Milagro Project at Fenton Hill
Los Alamos, NM

Dear Mr. Rae:

The New Mexico Qil Conservation Divisian (OCD) has completed a review of (a2 Los Alamos
National Laboratory (LANL) Notice of Intent o Discharge (NOI) dated April 16, 1998, The
NOI request is for approximately 2.5 million gallons from the S million gailon lined pond at
the Milagro Project at Fenton Hill. The proposed land application site is approxirately seven
acres located in the NE/4 of Section 13, Township 19 North, Range 2 East, NMPM, Sandoval
County, New Mexico. Based on :he information provided, the request is approved wih e
following conditions:

I. Permission will be obtzined from the landowner(s) prior to discharge.
2 The sprinkler irnigation system will be designed in such a way as to prevent pooling,
ponding, and/or runoff into 2 water of the State and/or U.S.

3. A s0il background sample will be taken from the land application site prior i
discharging. It will be aral.z:£ for »jor cations and anions, and metzels u
approved methods. Sample results will be submitted to the OCD within 30 ja
receipt by LANL.

ng
L
Vs

EPA
of




Mr. Steven Rae
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4, The OCD will be notified at least 72 hours in advance of all activites.

Please be advised that OCD approval does not relieve LANL of liability should it later be
found that contamination exists which could pose a threat to surface water, ground water,
human health or the environment. In addition, OCD approval does not relieve LANL of
liability for compliance with other federal, state or local laws and/or reguiations.

If you have any questions, please contact Mark Ashley at (S05) 827-7155.

Sincerely, -
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Rogei: C. Anderson
Environmental Bureau Chief

RCA/mwa

xc:  Barbara Hoditschek, Surface Water Quality Bureau, NMED



UNITED STATES JEEZ RANGER DISTRICT

DEPARTMENT OF FOREST P.0O. BOX 150

AGRICULTURE SERVICE JEMEZ SPRINGS, N.M. 87025
505-829-35135

Reply: 2720

Date: April 6, 1998

Steven Rae

Group Leader

Water Quality and Hydrology Group
ESH-18/WQ&H Mail Stop K497

Re: LANL Notice of Intent to Discharge, Milagro Project, Fenton Hill
Jemez Ranger District, Santa Fe National Forest

Dear Mr. Rae,

This letter is in reference to LANL’s proposal for a one-time water discharge
at Fenton Hill of approximately 2.5 million gallons of purified water from the
Milagro Project’s five million gallon pond. The water is to be land applied to
National Forest System Land by a temporary sprinkler irrigation system. The
State of New Mexico 1s delegated the authority to administer the Federal laws
in regard to clean water. I therefore approve the proposed water discharge
provided that the discharged water quality meets all applicable State and
Federal laws, as indicated by an approved Notice of Intent by the New Mexico
Environmental Department, Surface Water Quality Bureau.

I trust that this will meet your needs. Please call Diane Tafoya or Dennis
Trujillo at (505) 829-3535, if you have any guestions.

Sincerely,
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QOQ'JOHN F. PETERSON
District Ranger



