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Department of En~rgy · 

Albuquerque Operations - "~-"-' Los Alamos Area Office 
.e:""/"Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 Y 

MAR 271991 

CERTIFIED MAIL - RErORN REX:EIPl' REQUESTED 

Mr. Allyn Davis 

Director, Hazardous Waste Management Division 

U. S. Environtnental Protection Agency 

Region VI 

1445 Ross Avenue, SUite 200 

Dallas, TX 75202-2733 


Dear Mr. Davis: 

During the excavation of a new disposal cell at the Los A.l.am:>s County 
Landfill, a previously unidentified septic tank was unearthed. This 
septic tank is located at the Los A.l.am:>s National Laboratory (LANL) 
Technical Area 61. It is believed to have received sanitary waste fran an 
isolated building used for wash:ing vehicles. It is constructed of 
concrete and is esti.nated to have a 1,000 gallon capacity. '!he per~od of· ­
~ during which this unit was in operation is unknown. \ The IJepa.rbrent 
of Energy (OOE) has reviewed. LANL's Solid Waste Managem:mt Unit (SWMU) 
report, talked to nanbers of the Environn'lental ~toration PrOgram Office 
(HSE-13), as ¥l as nanbers of the Envirornnental Protection Group 
(BSE-8), arrl performed a site visit. After carpletion of the above 
sequence of activities, OOE concurs that this septic tank and its' 
ancillary equipnent was, in fact, a new SWMlJ. As required by the 
HazardouS and Solid Waste Am:mdrrent provisions of our Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act PeDnit, we are sul:m:itting to your office our 
15 day written notification of this discovery. 

Members of the Waste Site Studies Section of BSE-8 have started 
characterization of this new unit and the surrounding area. SaIrples taken 
fran the contents remaining in the tank indicated no hazardous 
constituents. '!here was, however, 30 picocuries per liter of beta 
activity detected in the sanples. This radioactive material will be 
handled in conformance with OOE regulations. Further characterization of 
this unit is scheduled for later this m::mt:h. 

We believe that the levels of contaminants found in relation to this SWMO 
pose no threat to human health or the envirornnent. This new unit will be 
rem::1l7ed as a voluntary corrective action so that carpletion of the 
disposal cell at the landfill may continue. FollCMing the renoval of this 
unit, apprppriate documentation will be sent to your office. 
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Mr•.Allyn Davis 2 

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Armell Danczyk 
of my staff. She can be reached at Fl'S 855-5050. 

Sincerly, 

Jerry L. BelJ.a.ls 
LESH:2PS-:-Ol5 Area Manager 

cc: 
A. Tiedman, AOO, IANL, MS-A120 
T. Gunderson, BSE-DO, IANL, MS-K49l 
K. HaJ:gis, HSE-8, IANL, MS-K490 
R. Vocke, HSE-DO, LANL, MS-K48l 
S. Brown, LC-GEN, LANL, MS-A187 
R. Mitzelfelt~ Director, Em, Santa Fe, NM' 87503· 
G. Granere, Area Manager's Office, LAAO 
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