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John Stroud 
Los Alamos Study Group 
212 East Marcy Street 15 

.,~) 

Banta Fe, NM 87501 

Dear Mr. St roud I 

At our stakeholder meet1ng on May 3, 1994, you asked that we 
c1ar1fy for you and the rest of the group the current status of 
the M1xed Waste :Gn-sal Fac111ty (MWDF) proposed to be located 
at Techn1ca1 Are 67 Los Alamos Nat1ona1 Laboratory (LANL). 
You asked for the tus of the Nat1ona1 Env1ronmenta1 Po11cy 
Act (NEPA) rev1ew, project des1gn, and fund1ng. We agreed that 
we would send th1s response to everyone who attended that 
meet1ng. 

On July 13, 1993, the Department of Energy (DOE) 1ssued a 
determ1nat1on to prepare an Env1ronmenta1 Assessment (EA) as the 
proper 1n1t1a1 level of NEPA rev1ew for the MWDF. Your 
organ1zat1on, among others, has asked that we defer that 
ana1ys1s unt11 comp1et1on of a s1te-w1de Env1ronmenta1 Impact 
Statement (EIS) for LANL. We w111 make the determ1nat1on as to 
whether to proceed w1th the MWDF EA, 1ncorporate 1t 1nto the 
s1te-w1de EIS, or delay 1t unt11 after comp1et1ng the s1te-w1de 
EIS, after consu1t1ng w1th the state, tr1bes, and the general 
pub11c th1s summer. In the meant1me, LANL w111 cont1nue to work 
on the EA for the MWDF proposal, but has not yet subm1tted a 
pre11m1nary draft EA to th1s off1ce for our rev1ew. 

In regard to the des1gn status, you po1nted out that the LANL 
"Pact Sheet for the Proposed M1xed-Waste D1sposa1 Fac111ty," 
July 1993, under "Schedule," 1nd1cated that the conceptual 
des1gn for MWDF was completed 1n 1992, the "f1na1 des1gn" phase 
started 1n Apr1l 1993, and "t1na1 des1gn" was scheduled to be 
completed by July 1995, the Fact Sheet 1nd1cated "f1na1 
construct1on" of the MWDF was scheduled to start 1n 1996. The 
Fact Sheet referred to anyth1ng atter the conceptual des1gn 
phase as "f1nal des1gn." The Fact Sheet d1d not refer to the 
DOE project management des1gn requ1rements found 1n DOE 
Order 4700.1, Project Management System, March 6, 1987, rev. 
June 2, 1992, wh1ch def1nes conceptual des1gn, pre11m1nary 
des1gn (T1t1e I), deta1led des1gn (T1tle II), and construct1on 
des1gn (T1t1e IIJ). 
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As indicated on the Fact Sheet, the Title I design phase started 
in April 1993. LANL has submitted its preliminary Title I 
design to DOE for approval, but the Title I design has not yet 
been approved. Title II design would not start until after 
Title I was approved, and until the NEPA review requirements 
have been met. Construction cannot start until after the NBPA 
review and all other design and permitting requirements are 
completed. 

Project funding estimates depend on the anticipated scope of the 
project, and are still preliminary pending project definition. 
We are still determining our treatment needs for environmental 
restorative waste. At this time, the estimated project cost is 
$82.5 million for the entire project of up to 17 waste disposal 
cells, construct10n of an on-site treatment facility would add 
to this cost. Phase I, which would include constructing support 
facilities and the first two waste disposal cells, is currently 
estimated at $29.5 million excluding treatment costs. At this 
time, the faci11ty, 1f constructed 1n 1ts entirety, would have 
the potent1al to hold up to 475,000 cub1c yards of waste. The 
modular cell design would allow fewer cells to be constructed or 
used, depend1ng on actual env1ronmental restoration waste 
volume. DOE 1s still cons1der1ng whether or not the fac1lity 
would receive operat10nal waste in add1t10n to the env1ronmental 
restorat1ve waste. Under LANL's current scope of work, 
operat10nal waste is expected to rema1n at approx1mately twenty 
55-gallon barrels per year, wh1ch 1s less than 1 percent of the 
prOjected annual env1ronmental restorat1ve waste. 

I apologize for any confus10n generated by the LANL Fact Sheet 
on this project and hope that th1s letter clar1fies the current 
status for the proposed MWDF. If I can be of further 
ass1stance, please call me at 665-6353. 

S1ncerely, 

M. Diana Webb 

LESH.7DW-098 
NEPA Spec1a11st 
Bnv1ronment, safety and Health 

Branch 

CCI 
See page 3 
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Mr. Greg Mello 
Los Alamos Study Group 
212 East Marcy Street 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 

Mr. Jay Coughlan 
Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety 
107 Cienega Street 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 

Ms. Caron Balkany
Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety 
Route 9, Box 86-X 
Banta Fe, NM 87505 

Mr. William Paul Robinson 
Southwest Research and Information Center 
P. O. Box 4524 

Albuquerque, NM 87106 


Mr. 	 Victor O. Lujan 
Executive Director 
Eight Northern Indian Pueblos Council 
P. O. Box 969 

San Juan Pueblo, NM 87566 


Mr. 	 Juan Montes 
Rural Alliance for Military Accountability 
P. O. Box 855 

Questa, NM 87556 


Ms. Dorelen Bunting 
Albuquerque Center for Peace and Justice 
144 Harvard Street 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 

Ms. Jessica Alber1y 
New Mexico Environmental Law Center 
103 Cienega Street 
Banta Fe, NM 87501 

Ms. 	 Janna Rolland 
Physicians for Social Responsibility 
New Mexico Chapter 
P. O. Box 4096 

Albuquerque, NM 87196 


Ms. Garland Harris 
Citizens for Alternatives to Radioactive Dumping 
144 Harvard SE 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 

Mr. Steven Schmidt 
New Mexico Green Party 
535 Cordova Road 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 

Mr. 	 Lorenzo Valdez 
New Mexico Alliance 
P. O. Box 3933 

Fairview, NM 87533 
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Mr. Gilbert Sanchez 
Executive Director 
Tribal Environmental Watch Alliance 
Route 1, Box 442-B 
8spanola, NM 87532 

Ms. Jean Nichols 
La Communidad 
P. O. Box 237 

Penasco, NM 87553 


Ms. Alice Roos 
The Banctuary Foundation 
189 Victoria Street 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 

Ms. Virginia Miller 
People for Peace 
125 Calle Don Jose 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 

Ms. Carol Oppenheimer 
P. O. Box 9612 

Banta Fe, NM 87584-9612 


Ms. Jackie Cabasso 
Executive Director 
Western States Legal Foundation 
1440 Broadway, Suite 400 
oakland, CA 94612 

Ms. Kathleen Sisneros 
NMBD 
1190 St. Francis Dr. 
Banta Fe, NM 87502 

Mr. 	 Benito Garcia 
Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau 
NMBD 
P. o. Box 26110 

Banta Fe, NM 87502 


Mr. 	 Coby Muckelroy 
Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau 
NMBD 
P. O. Box 26110 

Banta Fe, NM 87502 


Mr. David Coss 
NMBD 
1190 st. Francis Dr. 
Santa Fe, NM 87502 

John Ahlquist, BM-452, HO 
Michael Kleinrock, BM-22, HO 
Carol Borgstrom, 8H-25, HO 
Stephen Simpson, EH-25l, HO 
Gaffour KOSi, DP-13, HO 
Jay Rose, DP-25, HO 
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Gary Palmer, DP-34, BO 
8arl Bean, Area Manager, KCAO 
Joe Vozella, 8S&B, LAAO 
Juan Griego, PHS, LAAO 
Lisa Cummings, Counsel, LAAO 
Diana Webb, 8S'H, LAAO 
Ted Taylor, 8S&B, LAAO 
Jon Mack, BS&B, LAAO 
Court Fesmire, BS&B, LAAO 
Paul Treat, 8S&B, LAAO 
Steve Fong, 8S&B, LAAO 
Christina Armijo, Area Manager's 

Office, LAAO 
8lizabeth Withers, Scientech, 

LAAO 
Barry otway, DIR-SIO, LANL, 

MS-Al17 
Pat Trujillo-OViedo, DIR-SIO, 

LANL, MS-Al17 
Paul Cunningham, NMRT-DO, LANL, 

MS-A102 
8arle Marie Banson, NMRT-DO, LANL,­

MS-A102 
Dennis 8rickson, 8SB-DO, LANL, MS-K49l 
DoriS Garvey, 8SB-8, LANL, MS-K490 
Ann Pendergrass, 8SB-8, LANL, MS-M887 
Michelle Kirsch, Le, LANL, MS-A187 
Barry Christensen, FSS/MPO, LANL, 

MS-G745 
Thomas Baca, EM, LANL, MS-J591 
Bansjorg Jansen, BM, LANL, MS-M992 
Alexander Gancarz, CST-DO, LANL, 

MS-J5l5 
Larry Baynes, CST-DO, LANL, MS-G746 
Tom Ribe, LANL Public Reading Room, 

LANL, MS-C314 
Rich Sena, BRPa, AL 
Karan Boardman,ERPa, AL 
Connie Soden, BPO, AL 


