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AY. 18 1994

THO7

John Stroud M {
Los Alamos Study Group ~ {
212 Bast Marcy Street #5

Santa Fe, NM 87501

Dear Mr. Btroud.:

At our stakeholder meeting on May 3, 1994, you asked that we
clarify for you and the rest of the group the current status of
the Mixed Waste DiEpPesal Facllity (MWDF) proposed to be located
at Technical Are Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL).
You asked for the‘st&atus of the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) review, proiject design, and funding. We agreed that
we would send this response to everyone who attended that
meeting.

On July 13, 1993, the Department of Energy (DOE) issued a
determination to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) as the
proper initlal level of NEPA review for the MWDF. Your
organization, among others, has asked that we defer that
analysis until completion of a site-wide Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for LANL. We will make the determination as to
whether to proceed with the MWDF EA, 1ncorporate it into the
site-wide EIS, or delay 1t until after completing the site-wide
EIS, after consulting with the state, tribes, and the general
public this summer. In the meantime, LANL will continue to work
on the EA for the MWDF proposal, but has not yet submitted a
preliminary draft EA to this office for our review.

In regard to the design status, you pointed out that the LANL
"Fact Sheet for the Proposed Mixed-Waste Disposal Faclility,"
July 1993, under "S8chedule,” indicated that the conceptual
design for MWDF was completed 1n 1992, the "final design™ phase
started in April 1993, and "final design™ was scheduled to be
completed by July 1995; the Fact SBheet indicated "final
construction”™ of the MWDF was scheduled to start in 1996. The
Fact Sheet referred to anything after the conceptual design
phase ag "final design.” The Pact Sheet did not refer to the
DOE proiect management design requirements found in DOE

Order 4700.1, Project Management System, March 6, 1987, rev.
June 2, 1992, which defines conceptual design, preliminary
design (Title I), detalled design (Title II), and construction
deeign (Title IIJ).
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As indicated on the Pact Sheet, the Title I design phase started
in April 1993. LANL has submitted its preliminary Title 1
design to DOE for approval, but the Title I design has not yet
been approved. Title II design would not start until after
Title I was approved, and until the NEPA review requirements
have been met. Construction cannot start until after the NEPA
review and all other design and permitting requirements are
completed.

Project funding estimates depend on the anticipated scope of the
project, and are still preliminary pending project definition.
We are s8till determining our treatment needs for environmental
restorative waste. At this time, the estimated project cost 1is
882.5 million for the entire project of up to 17 waste disposal
cells; construction of an on-gite treatment faclility would add
to this cost. Phase I, which would include constructing support
facilities and the first two waste disposal cells, 18 currently
estimated at 829.5 million excluding treatment costs. At this
time, the facility, 1if constructed in its entirety, would have
the potential to hold up to 475,000 cublic yards of waste. The
modular cell design would allow fewer cells to be constructed or
used, depending on actusal environmental restoration waste
volume. DOE 1is still considering whether or not the facility
would receive operational waste in addition to the environmental
restorative waste. Under LANL’s current scope of work,
operational waste 18 expected to remain at approximately twenty
55~gallon barrels per year, which is less than 1 percent of the
projected annual environmental restorative waste.

I apologize for any confusion generated by the LANL Fact Sheet
on this project and hope that this letter clarifies the current
gstatus for the proposed MWDF. If I can be of further
asgistance, please call me at 665-6353.

Sincerely,

M. /WM_W’/\J

M. Diana Webb
NEPA Specialist
LESH: 7TDW~-098 Bnvironment, Safety and Health
Branch

CCs
See page 3
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CC:
Mr. Greg Mello
Log Alamos Study Group
212 East Marcy Btreet
Banta Fe, NM 87501
Mr. Jay Coughlan
Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety
197 Clenega Street
Santa Fe, NM 87501
Ma. Caron Balkany
Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety
Route 9, Box B6-X
Santa Fe, NM 87505
Mr. William Paul Robinson
Southwest Research and Information Center
P. O. Box 4524
Albugquergque, NM 87106
Mr. Victor O. Lulan
Executive Director
Eight Northern Indian Pueblos Council
P. 0. Box 969
San Juan Pueblo, NM 87566
Mr. Juan Montes
Rural Alliance for Military Accountability
P. O. Box 855
Questa, NM 87556
Ma. Dorelen Bunting
Albuguergue Center for Peace and Justice
144 Harvard Street
Albuquergue, NM B7106
Ms. Jessica Alberly
New Mexico Environmental Law Center
103 Cienega SBtreet
Banta Fe, NM 87501
Ms. Janna Rolland
Physiclans for Bocial Reaponsibility
New Mexico Chapter
P. O. Box 4096
Albugquerque, NM 87196
Ms. Garland Harris
Citizens for Alternatives to Radiocactive Dumping
144 Harvard SE
Albuquerque, NM 87106
Mr. Steven Bchmidt
New Mexico Green Party
535 Cordova Road
Santa Fe, NM 87501
Mr. Lorenzo Valdez
New Mexico Alliance
P. O. Box 3933
Fairview, NM 87533
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Mr. Gllbert Banchez
Executive Director
Tribal Environmental Watch Alliance
Route 1, Box 442-B
EBspanola, NM 87532
Ms. Jean Nichols
La Communidad
P. 0. Box 237
Penasco, NM B7553
Ms. Alice Roos
The Sanctuary Foundation
109 Victoria Street
Banta Fe, NM 87501
Ma. Virginia Miller
Peopie for Peace
125 Calle Don Jose
Banta Fe, NM B7501
Ms. Carol Oppenheimer
P. O. Box 9612
Santa Fe, NM B87504-9612
Ms. Jackle Cabasso
Executive Director
Western States Legal Foundation
1440 Broadway, Suite 400
Oakland, CA 94612
Ms. Kathleen Sisneros
NMED
1190 s8t. Francis Dr.
S8anta Fe, NM 87502
Mr. Benito Garcis
Hazardous and Radioactive Materilals Bureau
NMED
P. O. Box 26110
BSBanta Fe, NM 87502
Mr. Coby Muckelroy
Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau
NMED
P. O. Box 2611¢
santa Fe, NM 87502
Mr. David Coss
NMED
119¢ 8t. Francils Dr.
Banta Fe, NM 87502
John Ahlqgquist, EM-452, HQ
Michael Kleilnrock, EM-22, HQ
Carol Borgstrom, EH-25, HQ
Stephen Simpson, EH-251, HQ
Gaffour Kosi, DP-13, HQ
Jay Rose, DP-25, HQ
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Gary Palmer, DP-34, HQ

Earl Bean, Area Manager, KCAO

Joe Vozella, ES&H, LAAO

Juan Griego, PMB, LAAO

Lisa Cummings, Counsel, LAAO

Diana Webb, ES&H, LAAO

Ted Taylor, BS&H, LAAO

Jon Mack, ES&H, LARO

Court Fesmire, BS&H, LAAO

Paul Treat, ES&H, LAAO

Steve PFong, ES&H, LAAO

Christina Armijo, Area Manager’'s
Office, LAAO

Elizabeth Withers, 8cilentech,
LAAC

Harry Otway, DIR-8IO, LANL,
MS-Al117

Pat Trujillo-Oviedo, DIR-SIO,
LANL, MS-All7 A

Paul Cunningham, NMRT-DO, LANL,
MS-Al02

Earle Marie Hanson, NMRT-DO, LANL,
MS-Al@2

Dennis Brickson, ESH~DO, LANL, MS5-K491

Doris Garvey, ESH-8, LANL, MS-K490

Ann Pendergrass, ESH-8, LANL, MS-M887

Michelle Kirsch, LC, LANL, MS-Al87

Harry Christensen, FSS/MPO, LANL,
MS-G745

Thomas Bacs, EM, LANL, MS-J591

Hansjorg Jangsen, EM, LANL, MS-M992

Alexander Gancarz, CST-DO, LANL,
MS-J515

Larry Haynes, CSBT-DO, LANL, MB-G746

Tom Ribe, LANL Public Reading Room,
LANL, M5-C314

Rich Sena, ERPO, AL

Karen Boardmari, BRPO, AL

Connie Soden, EFD, AL
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