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-er mother, Denise, admit-

e project was a require- goal i )
: If, for some reason, “Cephexd

»f science class. However,
iid she likes science and

to be a psychologist. .-

;id her if she wants to be a
ologist, she’ll have to know
s scientific method,” said
nother. “That's why it's
‘or her to be doing this.”
. city and state with major

‘ch labs, one has to wonder -

some projects (1l-year-
tanding by while Dad lies
the folding table and
- up, say, a fission reactor).
many students and par-

-ere quick to point out that

their project' was legit, even as

. they cast suspxcxous eyes at the

competition. -

Sarah Roache, 11, smdher"

project was all her own, from
concept to victory at Hope
Christian School's science fair.

Called “Hot. Wings,” it asks a .

. question we all ask: “Why don't
birds get electrocuted on power

- lines?”

Her exhibit features little fake

i blrdsandtwopowerlitu'l’he

birds are rigged with light bulbs.
And when a bird touches both -

power lines at oneef-—ﬁen, for‘

. starters, his bulb lights up.~

" Roachelspretxyproudofher
work.“!f!hadpmitoﬂullﬂ:e
’hstmimme mydadwou.klhave
killed me.”

Back in the major leaguu,
Charlie’l‘homashmseopedﬂ\e
room to see what his son’s
cepheid project will be wup
against. The science fair's two
top exhibits will go right to
international competition. with-
out having to go 1o state, and
both Thomases admit thar.’s a

LN d;a«x.

Variables: A Spectroscopic
Study, Phase : Three” doesn't
prove to be a big winner, let us
remember -Thomas is only a -
sophomore and next year’s pro-
ject involves supernovas.

- But his father, a diesel mecha-
nic in Moriarty, seems confident
.about this year’s chances.
- “This is the genius in the

family,” he said with a smile.. on conducting water studies and ,

Blake Thomas mstanﬂy looked
at the floor. -

: PNM sayé it believes a cleanup

PNM From At .should be considered a legiti-
He acknowledged that, “This ‘ing an old power plant, although
is Monday morning quarterback- the Public Service Commission
gto_g hindsight is always would have to grant permission
L2020

coveredﬂ\axthewell,whichlia way to tell if the area’s overall
on the plant’s east boundary, water contamination is declining
. contained the toxic heavy-metal because nobody has tested the
chromium at levels just above ground water beyond PNM's
ﬂledrinldng'waxerstandards. property line. The utility needs
“+ Utility officials say they’ll fight to drill more wells to make it

=T

.any order from the state to clean -clear how far the pollution has -
wul'.t _the water. They assert the. Spread, said a former state offi-

contamination is dissipating, and _ ¢lal who worked..an t.he case _
‘will continue to decline because - -untjl receritly.
solvemstendtovaponmuﬂxey
“age and will seep up as vapors: - lyingmomchonthesoilmd
"n'omﬂ\egmundwatermmugh gas surveys,” said Julle Wans-
the soil. =~ = .. low, who now works for a
mTest.sofprobessmcksfeet private consultant in Carisbad
into the ground also show that The nearest municipal wells
the areas containing vaporous lie 15 miles north of the power
gases of the solvents have plant. The area’s ground water
shrunk since 1985, PNM environ- flows east, so Swanton says the
mental official Ron Johnson chance of those wells being
said. The chromium pollution - polluted is low.
could be coming from the stain- ThecasedambacktoOcto—
less steel well imelr Johmqn “ber 1983, when authorities
said. Ieamedt.hatsolvemhadleaked

Bur.ltﬂlerelsacleanupxt’s into the ground from.an oid .
likely to cost more than it would Storage tank with an earthen
have a few years ago, because .bottom. . .
_the comtamination appears (o From1984w198730
have spread, Swanton said. ‘thegrotmdwaxerZOfeeebelow
. It could take 25 years and cost the surface were at levels shove

up to $3 million to pump the drinking water standards, But in . -

luted water from the ground fall 1987, state officials issued a

1983, PNM has spent $1 million -~ to stay in the water.: &
At the time, the' pollution
hauling contaminated soil from “levelswemstayingd\esameor
-the property. - slowly declining. PNM studies

-t ‘mate expense of decommission- -

. t0 charge the cost to ratepayers. -
lastyea::,authomlesalsod:s- State officials say there’s no °

... think they (PNM) mﬁ.’zmxmwkw State offi

FACT BOX
“This ease nwoNeej Pubhc .
Setvice Company of:New Mex- | |
ico's Person Generating Sta- |
tion, which les at Broadway | :
and Rio Bravo ..boulevards | ,

Southeast. - B ;
From 1951 to 1981, the plant
powered much of the eity with-
electricity. PNM cut back the
plant's operations - in - 1981,
closed it in 1986 and plans to

demolish lt. I N IO

. ‘1-<. ;
d:dnotalloweomannmmsw

Q-)V& :
-limers, - compacted soil and a :
concrete c¢ap on top of the
contaminated area, and hauled |
muchoft.hesmesmmanﬁmted‘
soil o a landfill. . :

Swanton blamedthe 1987 de- :
cision partly on a high turnover :
‘rate at the state’s hazardous :
waste program that made it
difficult to keep people with .
adequawmchmcal knowledge of :
‘such cases. * f

But Kent Bostick, who worked

mxonﬂ:emselorﬂxestatemﬂle

_middle 1980s, defended the divi- !
-sion’s decision. o '

“You may exceed the stan- -
dards, but you have to look at :

& ;‘znodtrwir,theuuln‘.ysays.&nce permit that allowed the solvents ~the risk,”. said Bostick, now a '

_private consultant for Jacobs :
" Engineering Co. in Albuquerque. :
“There was no public water use .
ﬁiownsu'eam) of the site. You've

“] am not a genius,” he said. = The cost evehmally could be showed the soil above the 20t to concentrate action on !

“Don’t call me that.”

passed to PNM’'s ratepayers. ground water was of a type that

where there’s risk to people.”
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