
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION VI 

October 3, 1985 

Mr. Peter Pache, Manager 
Hazardous Waste Section 

1201 ELM STREET 

DALLAS, TEXAS 75270 

New Mexico Environmental Improvement 
Oivision 

P.O. Box 968 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504-0968 

Dear Mr. Pache: 

I~ 

Enclosed is the preliminary assessment {PA) for Signetics Corporation, 
EPA I.D. Number NMD000709782. The PA must be completed prior to the 
issuance of a RCRA permit to Signetics. In doing the PA, we have reviewed 
our files. We need NMEID's concurrence on this PA in order to ensure all 
issues are addressed in the event our files are not complete. We would 
appreciate your concurrence, or non-concurrence, within 30 days of receipt 
of this letter. If you have have any questions, please call Jamie Wright 
at (214) 767-2614. 

Sincerely yours, 

n.'2~. 
Technical Section 

Enclosure 

Chief 

RECE1VED 

OCT o 71985 

HAZARDOUS WASTE SECTION 



PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT FACILITY CHECKLIST 

Facility: 5\~f\e.,,ho CorfotCl\.h1,,.., 

EPA ID #: Nt\OOmJ 01J 81.. 

Reviewer: :fco.·rM<- Wr~flkk 

Date: 9-?-'3-85 

HAZIT #: 
~~~~~~~~~ 

Waste Management Units: (attach PA unit checklist for each unit) 

1. RCRA Regulated Units (include status) , _ 
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~ 1. RCRA: Part A _L Part B 

2. CERCLA: Not ifi cation IJO date 

Mitre Model date HRS 

Remedial Investigation date 

Feasibility Study date 

Record of necision date 
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6. Other Information: (Aerial photos, Federal/State Agencies, TSCA/OSHA/NPDES 
permits, local contractors, etc ••• ) 



Site Description: 

Summary: 
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Recommended Actions: (indicate all applicable) 

1. No Further Action / 
2. Site Investigation 

3. Remedial Investigation 

4. r.orrective Action 

5. Referral for Health Assessment 
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SECTION B 

FACILITY DESCIUPTIOH 

This section provides a general description of the hazardous waste 
management facility as required by HWMR 302.A.l.b. This description is 
intended to acquaint the permit application reviewer/permit writer with an 
overview of the facility. ' 

B.l General Description: 

Signetics Corporation (EPA ID No. NMD 000709782) is located on the 
northern boundary of the City of Albuquerque, New Mexico. The street 
address is: 

Signetics Corporation 
9201 Pan American Freeway, N.E. 
Bernalillo County 
Albuquerque, NM 87113 

The mailing address is: 

Signetics Corporation 
P. O. Box 10272 
Albuquerque, NM 87184 

The geographic coordinates are: Latitude 35 degrees 05' 020", Longitude 
106 degrees 39' 015". 

Signetics Corporation legally controis operation of the facility and is 
the owner of the facility and the land on which the facility is located. 
There are 4 x 27,000 sq. foot manufacturing areas within the 500,000 sq. 
foot complex. 

This facility is primarily a manufacturer of integrated circuits 
(I.C.'s). Three types of hazardous wastes result from Signetics' 
activities: Corrosive Wastes, Toxic Wastes, and Ignitable Wastes. 
The process steps which generate these hazardous wastes are mentioned 
below. 

The etching step in I. C. production generates Hydrofluoric Acid wastes. 
These streams are collected through segregrated pipes into 5,000-gallon 
storage tanks. The wastes are then shipped to commercial Treatment 
Storage Disposal Facilities (TSDF's) by permitted transporters. 
Most I. C. cleaning steps involve acid (sulfuric, nitric) solutions. 
These wastes are diverted to elementary wastewater neutralization system. 

Rev. 1/85 13 



( 
The treatment of wastewater, whose only hazardous characteristic is 
Corrosivity, by pH neutralization, is exempt from RCRA requirement per 40 
CFR 264.1 (g) (6) and HWMR 206.A.4.f. 

Mixed Ignitable "Solvent I" wastes contain components that have ignitable 
or corrosive characteristics. These mainly result from the photo 
stripping process. This waste is stored in a 5,000 gal. tank. Other 
waste photolithographic chemicals (Waste "Solvent II") are segregated in 
55-gal. drums. Toxic wastes comprise gloves, containers, and rags 
contaminated with arsenic which is used in the "doping" process discarded 
lamps that contain mercury are stored separately on site in 55-gallon 
drums. These wastes are then removed as in the Hydrofluoric Acid Wastes. 

Because this is a modern facility, all conceivable wastes are segregated 
through appropriate plumbing at work stations at the time of · 
construction. In addition, there are no "hidden" pipes or drains. All 
plumbing are accessible to routine visual inspections. 

Signetics-Albuquerque stores only the hazardous wastes generated on site. 
No off-site wastes are accepted. Signetics operates no injection or 
withdrawal wells, and there are no surface or sub-surface leachates or 
landfills. In addition, there are no surface impoundments, waste piles, 
incinerators, land treatment facilities, or landfills in use at this 
facility. Rain water drains along the north and south property boundary 
via "arroyos" or channels. 

The contact person and party responsible for the hazardous waste 
management activities at Signetics Albuquerque facility is: 

Gary M. Mavrakis 
Chemical Support Section Head 
(505) 822-7188 

The electronics industry is a dynamic industry which is responsive to 
changes in the economy and new technology. Changes in the industry can 
result in changes in the waste stream quantity, composition, and handling 
procedures. This is also a facility with expansion capacities; any 
additional changes will be reviewed and updated in this plan. 

Rev. 1/85 14 



A"Q.~4t.(\+ ~ 
PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT UNIT CHECKLIST 

Unit: Cba"""l~ b~ *..2-

EPA #: NM\>o001o°J7B::>­

Hazit #: 
~~~~~~~~ 

Waste Management Unit: (include type and status) 

Reviewer: TC\N\•~ \....)H~U 

Date: '\\ '::)..":\ \85 

)l, °"" "fu.c:..LLtt, N\Cl..~ > +o \,.c. p e.J-.1M.1\tec:l ~ 
1. RCRA: 5'5 ~o..\. dlf'v~ s.~9f- o~ so\~d. \..t.)(Uk 

C..0"\-0.. ""'""~ ~\\'\.- H-.9 CM At-SQ.M"\C... 
C.<>-('a.c...~ C.:. 4- d..ru"""~ 

2. S~: 

Evidence of Release: (eg. sampling data, visual inspections, etc.) 
N oNc \t\a,cc.o..b cl d O..v"'~") rtt.ie.4- ·~"'~re. e..i...· .. ""s 

Pollutant Dispersal Pathways: (groundwater, surface water, air) 

Waste Characteristics: (type, quantity, fate, toxicity) 
t>oo'-+ boo9 vv... \C\8'-+ ~ :l... c:l.ll'v"""' o~ fQ.L..~ C:P \o)(i,C... 

I ~ 

·Target Populations of Concern: (human, environment) 
l,\30 c-'Le.rs 

Documents Reviewed: 



Summary: 
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~ ~o~ 11--.J 

Recommended Actions: (indicate all applicable) 

1. No Further Action 

2. Site Investigation 

3. Remedial Investigation 

4. Corrective Action 

5. Referral for Health AssessrnP.nt 



PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT UNIT CHECKLIST 

Unit: ~lc+-V»m.c..b\• $hwo.~ * 't 
EPA #: ~):.\S>Ooo109j81 

Reviewer: r~ ~-M\;l 

Date: S\K~\etr 

Hazit #: 

Waste Management Unit: (include type and status) 

1. RCRA: x3 
65 
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Evidence of Release: (eg. sampling data, visual inspections, etc.) 
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Pollutant Dispersal Pathways: (groundwater, surface water, air) 
•f.'<t.. 
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Waste Characteristics: (type, quantity, fate, toxicity) 
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Target Populations of Concern: (human, environment) 
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Documents Reviewed: 
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Summary: 
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Recommended Actions: (indicate all applicable) 

1. No Further Action 

2. Site Investigation 

3. Remedial Investigation 

4. Corrective Action 

5. Referral for Health AssessrnP.nt 



PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT UNIT CHECKLIST 

Unit: T~ •...g 

EPA#: >/MOaoo1oet2e2-

Hazit #: 
~~~~~~~~ 

Waste Management Unit: {include ty~e and status) 

Reviewer: :T4A1M-L <JA<~ 

Date: 9-:J3-S5 

1. RCRA: 
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Waste Characteristics: {type, quantity, fate, toxicity) 
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Summary: , 
No fA~ L_...._, ~ .L..£_..;f.J ~ ~v'-<..--.4.- Jo 

""'-I"~~ ~04- _,_,, ~/~ 
~"~' fro pA'-ri- (U~ ~ ~ l.. 0 ,, 

"~ a,.__./~ -~vh~· ~ ~ ~· 

Recommended Actions: (indicate all applicable) 

1. No Further Action ./ 
2. Site Investigation 

3. Remedial Investigation 

4. Corrective Action 

5. Referral for Health AssessrnP.nt 
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PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT UNIT CHECKLIST 

Un it : TCMM<.- .... Lf=" 

Date: 9 _;;& ~ -e'=> 

Ha zit #: 

Waste Management Unit: (include type and status) 

l 6000 '3o.J. +o...-'2- , ~ou~"'-l- J"v"'-e. \Ci~~ ~"'f(>-+c._J u~c~~ ~ ..... 
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Evidence of Release: (eg. sampling data~ visual inspections, etc.) 
t-10"(... , Y\a\.c.~ d ~""' (LC..112...C> '"'svt. c.T\ o.l'\.s. 

Pollutant Dispersal Pathways: (groundwater, surface water, air) 
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Summary: 
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Recommended Actions: (indicate all applicable) 

1. No Further Action / 
2. Site Investigation 

3. Remedial Investigation 

4. Corrective Action 

5. Referral for Health AssessrnP.nt 



PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT UNIT CHECKLIST 

Unit: lo..uk- .._ 5 

EPA#: N11Doco1o't181 

Ha zit #: 

Waste Management Unit: {include type and status) 

Re vi ewer: Ja,,11, e I.! lllu~b* 
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Waste Characteristics: {type, quantity, fate, toxicity) 
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Recommended Actions: (indicate all applicable) 

1. No Further Action / 
2. Site Investigation 

3. Remedial Investigation 

4. Corrective Action 

5. Referral for Health AssessrnP.nt 
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