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R••ponae to comaent• 
Permit Xodification Dn A~-J 

Philipa Saaicon4uctors, Incorporata4 I~ 

Respondent: Philips Semicond~ctors, Inc., dated June 2, 
1995 and June 26, 1995 

lLl ~omment: The same two comments were made in each letter 
submitted by Philips semicond~ctors, Inc. 
(Philips). Philips said that it would not be 
seekinq reiss~ance of its Part B Permit and will 
operate on a 90-day generator status instead. The 
permit modification is not applicable. 

EfA Besponse: The current or future generator status of Philips 
is i~relevant. Only the Hazardous and Solid Waste 
Amendments portion of the permit has been 
modified. This modification was necessary because 
new information revealed that the abandoned 
coronado Municipal Landfill, located on Philips' 
property, is a solid waste management ~nit (SWMU). 
The original permit did not contain any SWMUs. 
The decision by Philips to convert to 90-day 
generator status has no bearing on the permit 
modification. Moreover, the expiration of the 
permit in April 1996 does not relieve Philips of 
its obligation to investigate this SWMU in 
accordance with the new permit requirements. 

Permit Modification: None 

~ Comment: Philips will retain an environmental consultant 
and will commence remedial investigation. Philips 
will submit an ~pdated investigation report. 

EPA Response: EPA has authority to require corrective action 
pursuant to 40 C.F.R. 264.101. This provision 
allows the Agency to impose corrective action 
requirements regardless of any prior remediation 
investigations. However, EPA will consider 
Philips prior rememdiation efforts and decide 
whether they are sufficient to satisfy permit 
corrective action requirements. It is incumbent 
on Phillips to submit the res~lts of all prior 
remediation completed. 

Furthermore, EPA must review and approve the 
investiqation workplan before it is executed. The 
general requirements for the investigation are 
detailed in the modified permit, Sections F 

J 
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through o. The investigation must also be 
consistent with the followinq EPA guidance 
documents: RCRA Facility Investigation Guidance 
Document (EPA 530/SW-89-031); RCRA Groundwater 
Monitoring Technical Enforcement Guidance Document 
(OSWER 9950.1); and Test Methods for Evaluating 
Solid Waste (SW 846, 2nd edition). 

Permit Modification: None 

Besgondent: Philips Semiconductors, Inc., dated August 
11, 1995 

~ Cqmment: Philips said that the coronado Municipal Landfill 
was operated by the City of Albuquerque from 1963 
to 1964 or 1965. Philips further stated that the 
landfill received household and residential 
refuqe, and that Philips' was never involved with 
the operations of the landfill. 

EPA Resppnse: EPA has authority to reqUire corrective action 
pursuant to 40 c.F.R. 264.101, which implements 
section 3004(u) of RCRA, 42 u.s.c. @6924(u). 
Section 3004(u) of RCRA, included by HSWA, 
requires the owner or operator of a facility 
seeking a permit to institute corrective action as 
necessary to protect human health and the 
environment. Since this obligation falls on the 
person(s) seeking the permit, it necessarily 
applies to the current owner or operator. In the 
preamble to the RCRA implementing regulation, 40 
C.F.R. Part 264, the Agency explained that the 
cleanup obligation extends to current owners and 
operators despite whether the waste was placed on 
the site durinq a period of prior ownership. 

This statutory directive precludes a reading of 
the statute that would limit an owner's or 
operator's responsibility to waste placed in units 
during his or her tenure. Accordingly, the owner 
or operator of a solid waste management unit 
containing only waste placed there by a previous 
owner would be fully responsible for corrective 
action for any release from the unit. 50 fed.reg. 
28,714. The owner or operator must implement 
corrective actions beyond the facility property 
boundary where necessary to protect human health 
and environment, irrespective of when the release 
occurred. See 40 C.F.R. 264.101(c), which 
implements 3004{v) of RCRA. 

Permit Modification: None 
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2.2 Comment: The city of Albuquerque acquired the property upon 
which Philips is located throuqh an industrial 
bond process. The City of Albuquerque entered 
into a lease aqreement with Philips and Philips is 
currently making rental payments per a lease 
aqreement. 

EPA Response: The current owner or operator of a permitted 
facility is required to undertake appropriate 
corrective action "regardless of the time at which 
waste was placed in solid waste management units." 
40 c.f.r. 264.10l(a). In the preamble to the RCRA 
implementing requlation, 40 C.F.R. Part 264, the 
Agency explained that the clean up obligation 
extends to current owners and operators regardless 

. of whether the waste was placed on the site during 
a period of prior ownership. As owner or operator 
of the property in question, Philips is 
responsible for the execution of the corrective 
action program. 

· Permit Modification: None 

~ Comment: The City of Albuquerque is installing monitoring 
wells at several of its former landfills, 
includinq the Coronado Municipal Landfill. 

EPA Response: EPA has authority to require corrective action 
pursuant to 40 C.F.R. 264.101. This provision 
allows the Agency to impose corrective action 
requirements regardless of any prior remediation 
investigations. However, EPA will consider 
Philips prior rememdiation efforts and determine 
whether they are sufficient to satisfy permit 
corrective action requirements. It is incumbent 
on Phillips to submit the results of all prior 
remediation completed. 

Permit Modification: None 

2.4 Comment: The City of Albuquerque notified EPA in 1981 of 
the presence of the Coronado Municipal landfill. 
Philips received its Part B Permit effective April 
1, 1986. Information regarding the landfill was 
available to EPA at the time of permit issuance. 

EPA Response: under 40 CFR 270.41, which governs Agency
initiated modifications of RCRA permits, the 
Agency may modify a permit if it determines that 
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one or more "causes for modification are 
pressent." The causes for modification are listed 
in the regulat:ion. one of those causes is that 
the Region has received information that was not 
available at the time of permit issuance and which 
would have justified the application of different 
permit conditlons at the time of permit issuance 
if it had been available. The new information 
contemplated in 270.41 comes to light unexpectedly 
and changes an erroneous assumption on which the 
original permit was based, and it leads to the 
removal or alt.eration of inappropriate permit 
terms that were based on the erroneous assumption. 

In an EPA Record of Communication of an April 11, 
1985 telephone call, EPA was informed by Jerry 
McAnderson of Signetics Corporation (Philips) that 
the only landf'ill on their property had been 
completely removed (EXhibit A-3). This 
information was corroborated by New Mexico 
Environment Improvement Department staff, as 
indicated in EPA's September 23 1 1985 Preliminary 
Assessment Facility Checklist (Exhibit A-6). 

EPA completed a RCRA Facility Assessment (RFA) in 
April 1993. The results of the RFA indicated that 
the Coronado Municipal Landfill was a solid waste 
management unit. Based on the results of the RFA, 
EPA initiated a permit modification to add the 
Coronado Municipal Landfill to the Philips permit. 
The original permit was based on the assumption 
that the landfill had been completely removed and 
the RFA conducted in April 1993 indicated that the 
landfill had not been removed and that the 
landfill was a solid waste management unit. 

Permit Modification: None 

2.5 Comment: The Philips facility is located on only a portion 
of the former Coronado Municipal Landfill. 

EPA Response: section 3004(v) of the 1984 Hazardous and Solid 
waste Amendments authorizes EPA to require 
corrective action beyond a facility boundary, if 
necessary. Therefore 1 regardless of whether the 
contamination was caused by the prior owner, 
Philips, as the current owner or operator is the 
one who must obtain a permit and perform 
corrective action required under 264.101{c). The 
investigation required by this permit modification 
will determine the nature, source, and extent of 
the landfill and contamination. 
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Permit Modification: None 

2.6 Comment: Philips installed four ground water monitoring 
wells in approximately 1987. Ground water samples 
were collected and analyzed quarterly between 1988 
and 1994. Tetrachloroethane has been consistently 
detected in the ground water samples from three of 
the four monitoring wells. concentrations are 
currently below 6.5 ugjl. Philips has never used 
tetrachloroethane at its facility. 

EPA Respgnse: A RCRA applicant may be required to conduct 
various preliminary detection activities where 
necessary to determine whether a potential or 
suspected release from SWMU requires more complete 
investigtion. The permit does not, therefore, 
impose any final corrective action measures, but 
requires the permittee to collect additional 
infor.mtion regarding potential releases. EPA has 
authority to require correctiYe action pursuant to 
40 C.F.R. 264.101. This provision allows the 
Agency to impose corrective action requirements 
regardless of any prior remediation 
investigations. However, EPA will consider 
Philips prior rememdiation efforts and determine 
whether they are sufficient to satisfy permit 
corrective action requirements. It is incumbent 
on Phillips to submit the results of all prior 
remediation completed. 

Permit Modification: None 

2.1 Comment: The requirement that a RFI Work Plan be submitted 
within 60 days of the Permit's effective date is 
insufficient to bid, award, and complete a Work 
Plan in accordance with Section F and N. Philips 
requests that a 180 day time period be provided. 

EPA Besponse: EPA believes that a RFI Work Plan can be developed 
and submitted within 60 days of the Permit's 
effective date, and that 180 days is an 
unreasonably long time period to complete this 
task. However, EPA is willing to modify the 
permit to allow 90 days for Philips to submit a 
RFI Work Plan after the effective date of the 
permit. 

Permit Modification: section c, Specia!' Conditions, has been 
modified to state that the RFI Work Plan 
is due wihtin 90 days of the effective 
date of the modified Permit. 
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2.8 comment: The requirement that additional ground water 
monitoring wells shall be included in the 
workplace is premature. Assessment of existing 
data from other entities, including the current 
activity by the City of Albuquerque, should be 
completed before additional wells are required. 

EPA Response: As stated previously, EPA has authority to require 
corrective action. Philips should present any 
other existing data in the RFI Work Plan, along 
with its rationale and justification for not 
installing additional ground water monitoring 
wells at this time, for EPA review and approval. 
EPA notes that the primary goal of the RFI is to 
determine the nature, extent and source of any 
contamination. To that end, EPA believes that 
additional ground water monitoring wells will be 
necessary to define the vertical and horizontal 
extent of the qround water contamination. EPA is 
concerned that the longer screen lengths used in 
the four current ground water monitoring wells 
could be impacting the analytical results. 

Permit Modification: None 

~ Comment: The requirement that within 60 days all water 
supply wells, characterization/description of the 
water table and supporting maps be submitted in 
insufficient time to bid, award, and complete 
these tasks. Philips requests that a 180 day time 
period be provided for submittal. 

EPA Besponse: EPA believes that this backqround information is 
available and 180 days is an unreasonably long 
time period to compile this information. Philips 
shall therefore include this information in the 
RFI Work Plan, which is due within 90 days of the 
effective date of the modified Permit. 

Permit Modification: Section C.3, Identification of Water 
Supply Wells and Submittal of Area 
Map(s), is modified to show that items 
(a), (b), and (c) are due shall be 
included in the RFI Work Plan, which is 
due within 90 days of the effective date 
of this permit modification. 

Ls.!.Q Comment: The requirement that a RFI Work Plan as specified 
in Sections F, c, and N be submitted is 
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insufficient time to bid, award, and complete this 
task. Philips requests that a 180 day time period 
be provided for submittal. 

EPA Respgpse: EPA believes that this comment is a duplicate of 
comment 2.7, above. To reiterate, EPA believes 
that a RFI Work Plan can be developed and 
submitted within 60 days of the Permit's effective 
date, and that 180 days is an unreasonably lonq 
time period to complete this task. However, EPA 
is willing to modify the permit to allow 90 days 
for Philips to submit a RFI Work Plan after the 
effective date of the permit. 

Pe~it Modification: Sections F, c, and N have been modified 
to state that the RFI Work Plan is due 
wiht:in 90 days of the effective date of 
the modified Permit. 

~ Comment: The requirement that the RFI Work Plan shall be 
implemented within two weeks {14 days) of approval 
is insufficient time to mobilize the selected RFI 
contractor(s). Philips requests that a 45 day 
period be provided to commence implementation. 

EPA Response: The time frame in the permit reflects Regional and 
national experience in formulating corrective 
action timetables. The permittee is free at any 
time to request extensions from the deadlines. 
EPA will require that the RFI work Plan be 
implemented in accccordance with the approved 
project schedule within two weeks of approval. 
Typically, project schedules allow for 
mobilization time and planning before field work 
is commenced. Please note, however, that the 
entire RFI must be completed within an approved 
time frame, which is qenerally about 12 months. 

Permit MQdification: None 

~ comment: For the reasons set forth in the qeneral comments, 
and the belief that low voc concentrations are 
emanating from an off-site location, Philips 
requests that sections J-M, o {CMS Plan) should 
not be included as a modification to the Permit. 

EEA Response: Although these sections have been included in the 
modified permit, the requirement to complete a CMS 
is triggered only after review and approval of the 
final RFI Report. If the RFI Report determines 
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that the contamination is oriqinating from an off
site source, then the requirement to complete a 
CMS will not be triggered. 

Permit Modification: None 

F:\USER\NNORLOCK\PHILIPS.CMT 
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The united states Euviroumental Proteotion Awency 
Draft Permit Modification 
Philips Seaicon4uatora 

l'act sheet 

In 1978 or 1979, Philips semiconductors, then known as the 
Signetics Company (Siqnetics), purchased a piece of property 
located at 9201 Pan American Freeway, N.E., Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, for construction Of· a facility to manufacture microchips. 
During a geotechnical investigation in 1980, signetics discovered 
an abandoned landfill on it's property. Portions of the landfill 
were removed prior to construction of the facility. 

In 1986, the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) issued a Ha~ardous Waste Manaqement Permit (pe.rmit) to 
siqnetics. The 10-year permit allowed for the temporary storage of 
hazardous waste at it's facility. No environmental investigation 
or cleanup requirements were included in the permit at the time of 
issuance because it was believed that the landfill had been 
completely removed. 

In 1987, signetics completed it's own baseline ground water 
investigation. Exploratory borings and monitoring wells were 
completed as part of this investigation. Volatile organic 
compounds were detected in these ground water monitoring wells. 
Quarterly ground water monitoring has continued to reveal volatile 
organic compounds which often exceed Federal ground water 
standards. 

In 1992, EPA completed a Resource, conservation and Recovery 
Act (RCRA) Facility Assessment at Signetics, which is now known as 
Philips Semiconductors, Inc. (Philips). The assessment concluded 
that further investigation is needed at the former landfill area, 
sometimes referred to as the "Coronado Municipal Landfill." The 
assessment results were corroborated by the results of an 
independent site inspection completed by EPA in April 1993. 

EPA, therefore, proposes to modify the Hazardous Waste 
Management Permit issued to Philips Semiconductors, Inc. to reflect 
the new information discussed above. The modified permit contains 
conditions for the investigation of the newly-identified solid 
waste management unit (SWMU) called the Coronado Municipal 
Landfill. The proposed permit modification will require an 
investigation of the presence of ha~ardous constituents in the 
landfill material and surrounding soil, and an investiqation of the 
nature and extent of any ground water contamination. specifically, 
Section B.4 of the permit will be revised to require the completion 
of a RCRA Facility Investigation at the Coronado Municipal 
Landfill. Pending the results of the investiqations, cleanup 
activities may also be required. 
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The proposed permit modification is based on the 
administrative records of EPA Reqion 6. The administrative record 
consists of the original and revised permits; the April 26, 1993 
Site Inspection Report prepared for EPA Region 6 by Fluor Daniel, 
Inc.; the October 26, 1992 RCRA Facility a,saessment Report prepared 
for EPA Region 6 by PRC Environmental Management, Inc.; the June 
1987 Baseline Ground-Water Investiaation prepared for Signetics 
Corporation by EMCON Associates; the analytical data submitted to 
EPA Reqion 6 by Philips Semiconductors; and miscellaneous 
correspondence, notes, and surveys. 

The EPA's administrative record relative to this proposed 
permit modification is on file at EPA Region 6, 1445 Ross Avenue, 
Suite 1200, Dallas, Texas 75202 and may be viewed upon request. 

Persons wishing to comment on EPA's proposed permit 
modification should submit their comments in writing to: 

Nancy R. Morlock (6H-PN) 
U.S. EPA, Region 6 

1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733 

{214) 665-6650 

EPA's comment and public hearing procedures may be found at 40 
CFR 124.10 and 124.12 (48 Federal Register 14262, April 1, 1983, as 
amended at 49 Federal Register 38051, September 26, 1984). The 
comment period during which written comments on EP~'s proposed 
permit modification may be submitted extends forty-five (45) days 
from the date of this notice. During the coliUDent period, any 
interested person may request a public hearing by filing a written 
request. The request must include a synopsis of the issues to be 
discussed at the hearing. A hearinq will be held if EPA finds a 
significant degree of public interest in the proposed permit 
modification. Notice of the public hearing will be given at least 
thirty (30) days before the hearinq. 

EPA will notify each person who has submitted written comments 
or who has requested notice of final decision. Any person may 
request an Evidentiary Hearinq on EPA's final decision. However, 
the request must be submitted within thirty (30) days of the date 
of final variance decision and be in accordance with the 
requirements of 40 CFR 124.74. The final decision will become 
effective thirty {30) days after the service of notice of the 
decision unless a later date is specified or review is requested 
under regulation 40 CFR 124.19. If no comments request a change in 
the proposed permit modification, the decision to modify the permit 
will become effective immediately upon issuance. 

I~ 

TOTAL P.011 
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TO: 

MACHINE NUMBER: 

I'ROK: 

FACSIMILE TRARSXI~~AL 

U.S. BPA RBGIOR 6 
HAZARDOUS WASTE HARAGBKBIT DlVISIOR 

1t45 ROSS AVBMUB 
DALLAS, TBXAS 75202-2733 

STEPHANIE KRUSE - NMED 

(505) 827•1544 VERIFICATION NUMBER: 
( ) 1558 

Nancy Rinehart Morlock 
EPA Region 6 RCRA Permits Branch 
New Mexico and Federal Facilities Section 

PHONE; (214) 665- 6650 MAIL CODBI IPO-B 

OFFICE: et.os• 
DATE: 1/18/96 PAGES 1 INCLUDING 2, ~ 

COVER SHEET: 

PLBASB NUMBBR ALL PAGES 

INFORMATION FOR SENDING FACSIMILE MESSAGES 

OUR EQUIPMENT FACSIMILE NUMBER 

PANAFAX UF-766 (214) 1&5-2164 

COMMENTS: 
Stephanie: 
Attached are various documents pertaining to the Philips 
Semiconductors proposed permit modification, including the 
draft Response to Comments, Fact Sheet, initial notification 
letter that was sent to Philips, public notice, and 3 letters 
from Philips. 
Please review and call with any questions. I'd like to make 
sure that NMED agrees and concurs with the decision to modify 
the permit before I prepare the Statement of Basis. 
Thanks for your help, 
Nancy 

Copies to: 
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A copy of the revised permit may be r.eviewed at: 

Technical Vocational Institute Library 
525 Buena Vista Drive SE 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 

(505) 224-3285 

New Mexico Environment Department 
Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau 

525 Camino De Los Marquez 
santa Fe, NM 87502 

(505) 827-4308 

F:\USER\NNORLOCK\PHILIPS.FS 

II 
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Mr. James N. casey, counsel 
Philips Semiconductors 
811 E Arques Avenue 
P.O. Box 3409 
Sunnyvale, Ca. 94088-3409 

Dear Mr. Casey: 

TO g15058271544 P.003/010 

You are hereby notified that the Enviro~ental Protection 
Agency (EPA) has initiated modification procedures with respect 
to the permit issued pursuant to the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act (RCRA), as amended by the Hazardous and Solid Waste 
Amendments of 1984 (HSWA), to Philips Semiconductors (Philips), 
EPA ID Number NMD000709782, 9201 Pan American Freeway NE, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. You are also notified that Philips is 
obligated to submit an application for permit reissuance at least 
180 days prior to the current permit expiration date of April 1, 
1996, as described below. 

The cause for modification is the review of new information 
that was not available at the time of permit issuance, as per 40 
CFR 270.41(a){2) which states that: 

The Director has received information. Permits may be 
modified during their terms for this cause only if the 
information was not available at the time of permit 
issuance •.• and would have justified the application of 
different permit conditions at the time of issuance. 

More specifically, the EPA has reviewed new information 
concerning the Philips facility, including the results of the 
RCRA Facility Assess~ent (RFA) completed in October 1992 and 
recent groundwater monitoring information. The RFA identified 
the abandoned coronado Municipal Landfill, located on Philip's 
property, as a solid waste management unit {SWMU) that required 
additional investigation and remediation. This information was 
not available at the time of permit issuance in April 1986. As a 
result, current permit condition B.4 states that "The permittee 
has determined that the facility contains no solid waste 
management units other than the RCRA regulated units identified 
in B.1." This portion of the permit is therefore being modified 
to include a compliance schedule for the investigation of the 
Coronado Municipal Landfill SWMU. 

In addition to modifyinq the permit to include the abandoned 
landfill areas, Philips must also extend the life of their permit 
so that there are no disruptions of corrective action 
obligations. In accordance with 40 CFR 270.10, Philips shall 
submit a new application at least 180 days before the expiration 
date of the effective permit. The EPA requests that Philips 
submit written notification within 270 days of permit expiration 
as to their intent to renew the permit. 

f"Z... 
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Furthermore, Philips is not in compliance with the 
requirement implicit in its permit, based on the language and 
intent of RCRA 3004(u) and 40 CFR 264.101, to complete corrective 
action; and the explicit requirement of permit condition B.4 to: 

••• immediately notify the Regional Administrator in 
accordance with condition A.20; and submit within forty-five 
(45) days of becoming aware of a solid waste management 
unit, preliminary assessment information for the solid waste 
management unit to determine if there has been or is 
currently a release from the unit ••• 

Therefore, if Philips fails to submit a timely 
reapplication, the EPA will unilaterally issue a permit under 40 
CFR 270.51(c)(J), which provides; 

When the permittee is not in compliance with the conditions 
of the expiring permit, the Regional Administrator 
may ••• issue a new permit. under part 124 with appropriate 
conditions ••• 

Please contact Nancy Morlock of my staff at (214) 665-6650 
if you have any questions or require additional information. 

co: Mr. Benito Garcia, Chief· 

sincerely yours, 

William K. Honker, P.E., Chief 
RCRA Permits Branch 

Ha~ardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau 
New Mexico Environment Department 
525 Camino De Los Marquez 
P.O. Box 26110 
Santa Fe, NM 87502 

Mr. James Cochran, Manager 
Environmental, Health and Safety 
Philips Semiconductors 
9201 Pan American Freeway NE 
AlbuquerqUe, NM 87113 

NMORLOCK:6H-PN:5-6650:03/28/95;J;\USER\SHARE\6H-PN\PHILIPS.MOD 

6H-PN 
Neleiqh 

6H-P 
Mixon 

1.3 

6C-M 
Jones 
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The United States Bnvironmental Protection Aqenoy 
Public Notiae of Draft Permit Modification 

The United States Environmental Protection Aqency (EPA) 
Region 6 proposes to modify Philips Semiconductors, Inc., (EPA 
Identification Number NMD000709782) (formerly known as Signetics 
Company) hazardous waste management permit issued April 1986, for 
the temporary storage of hazardous waste. The facility is 
located at 9201 Pan American Freeway, N.E., Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. 

Since the time of permit issuance in April 1986, EPA has 
received ground water sampling data which indicates the presence 
of contamination. The proposed permit modification will require 
the investigation, and possible remediation, of this 
contamination. 

The modified permit contains conditions for the 
investigation of a newly-identified solid waste management unit 
(SWMU) called the Coronado Municipal Landfill. The Philips 
Semiconductors facility is situated on a portion of the former 
Coronado Municipal Landfill site. The landfill was operated from 
approximately 1963 to 1965 and received mainly household and 
commercial refuse. Ground water data indicates the presence of 
volatile organic compounds. The proposed permit modification 
will require an investigation of the presence of hazardous 
constituents in the landfill material and surrounding soil, and 
an investigation of the nature and extent of any ground water 
contamination. Pending the results of the investigations, 
cleanup activities may also be required. 

The proposed permit modification is based on the 
administrative records of EPA Region 6. The administrative 
record consists of the original and revised permits; the Site 
Inspection Report prepared for EPA Region 6 by Fluor Daniel, 
Inc., dated April 26, 1993; the R9RA Facility Assessment Repgrt 
prepared for EPA Region 6 by PRC Environmental Management, Inc., 
dated october 26, 1992; the Baseline Ground-Jater Investigation 
prepared for Signetics Corporation by EMCON Associates dated June 
1987; the analytical data submitted to EPA Region 6 by Philips 
Semiconductors; and miscellaneous correspondence, notes, and 
surveys. 

EPA's administrative record relative to this proposed perait 
modification is on file at EPA Region 6, 1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 
1200, Dallas, Texas 75202, and may be viewed upon request. 

Persons wishing to comment on EPA's proposed permit 
modification should submit their comments in writing to: 

Nancy R. Morlock (6H-PN) 
U.S. EPA, Region 6 

1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733 

(214} 665-6650 
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EPA's comment and public hearing procedures may be found at 
40 CFR 124.10 and 124.12 (48 fedetal Register 14262, April 1; 
1983, as amended at 49. Fed~ral Begister 38051, September 26, 
1984). The comment period durinq which written comments may be 
submitted on EPA's proposed permit modification extends for 
forty-five (45) days from the date of this notice. During the 
comment period, any interested person may request a public 
hearing by filinq a written request. The request must include a 
synopsis of the issues to be ciiscussed at the hearing. A hearing 
will be held if EPA finds a siqnificant degree of public interest 
in the Philips semiconductors 1, Inc., proposed permit 
modification. Notice of the public hearing will be given at 
least thirty (30) days before the hearing. 

EPA will notify each person who has submitted written 
comments or who has requested notice of final decision. Any 
person may request an Evidentiary Hearinq on EPA's final 
decision. However, the request must be submitted within thirty 
(30) days of the date of final variance decision and be in 
accordance with the requirements of 40 CFR 124.74. The final 
decision will become effective thirty (30) days after the service 
of notice of the decision unless a later date is specified or 
review is requested under regulation 40 CFR 124.19. If no 
comments request a change in the proposed permit modification, 
the decision to modify the permit will become effective 
immediately upon issuance. 

A copy of the revised permit may be reviewed at: 

Technical Vocati.onal Institute Library 
525 Buena Vista Drive SE 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 

(505) 224-3285 

New Mexico Environment Department 
Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau 

525 Camino De Los Marquez 
Santa Fe, NM 87502 

{505) 827-4308 

Persons wishing to be placed on the facility mail list 
should fill out the form below and send to Vickey Finch, US EPA, 
1445 Ross Avenue, (6H-PA) Dallas, TX 75202-2733. 

I would like to be placed on the MAILING LIST of: 
Philips Semiconductors, Inc., NM, EPA ID. No. NMD000709182 

NAME ------~--------·------------------------------

ADDRESS ----------------------------------------------
CITY, STATE 
ZIP CODE 

TELEPHONE A/CODE --
NUMBER 

PHONE -----------------

I~ 
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Philips Semiconductors 

Law Depanmenl 

Sherry Brown-Wilson, Esq. 
Counsel 

DALLI~S TX. 

June 2, 1995 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 6 
1445 Ross A venue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 

TO 

.. . . ~ .,•, 

Re: Philips_Semknnductnr.s..lncJ.A..lbnqnerq.u.e,...h..."\::1 

Dear Ms. Brown-Wilson: 

g15058271544 P.007/010 

PHILIPS 

To confirm our telephone conversation of June 2 and in response to Chief William K. 
Honker's letter ~ted April24, 1995, please be advised that Philips Semiconductors-Albuquerque 
will not be seeking reissuance of its Part B Permit issued pursuant to the Resource Conservation 
& Recovery Act (RCRA), as amended by the Hazardous and Solvent Waste Amendments of 1984 
(HSWA), EPA ID No. NMD000709782. Rather, and as indicated in our telephone conversation, 
Philips Semiconductors will operate on a 90-day generator status. 

With regard to the abandoned Coronado Municipal Landfill and EPA's identification as 
a solid waste management unit (SWMU), Philips Semiconductors will commence remedial 
investigation. Philips Semiconductors will promptly retain an environmental consultant to conduct 
the investigation. 

If you have any questions, please contact me directly or Philips Semiconductors' 
Environmental Manager, James Cochran at (505) 822-7678. 

Sincerely, , 
', I I ' ' ' l ( i ' ~t \ 't:,; .·I \;-1~' ,\•· 

es N. Casey 
ounsel -._J 

JNC:cb 

cc: James Cochran 

A sub.sidiAr')' of 
Philip5 electrorncs Nol"t.h America Corpor~ion 

Philips Semieond~~<;ton, Inc. 
Norlh .O.mertca Corpora~ion 
P.O. !lox 3-i09 
811 E•n Arqves Ave~uc 
SY,lnyval~. CA ~088-3409 
Tel: (408) 991.1000 
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Philips Semiconductors 

l.aw Department 

Sherry Brown-Wilson, Esq. 
Counsel 

DALLI=lS TX. 

June 26, 1995 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 

Re: Philips Semiconductors Inc./Aibnqnerque, NM 

Dear Ms. Brown-Wilson: 

TO 915058271544 P.008/010 

PHILIPS 

We are in receipt of Chief William K. Hooker's letter addressed to Philips' Environmental Health & 
Safety Manager, Jim Cochran, regarding EPA's permit modification procedures. To clear up any 
misunderstanding and as indicated in my June 2, 1995 letter (attached) Philips Semiconductors/Albuquerque 
will not be seeking reissuance of its Part B Permit. Rather, Philips Semiconductors will operate on a 90-day 
generator status. Accordingly, tho Permit modification is not applicable. With regard to the Coronado 
Municipal Landfill, Philips will update the previously submitted investigation report and promptly provide you 
with the environmental consultant's investigation report. 

Finally, as indicated in my voice mails left with your office last week, 1 was in Dallas and wanted to 
arrange a mutually convenient time to review tb': administrative record. Ms. Morlock provided me the 
opportunity to do so but timing did not permit copying any of any of the documents contained therein. She 
suggested that I contact you lo make the necessary arrangements for copying the requested documents. 
Accordingly, at your earliest convenience please copy the following documents as listed in the Administrative 
Record Index: A-6. A-9, A-10 and A-12 (and provide me with the copying costs). 

If you have any questions, please contact me directly at ( 408) 991-204 7. 

JNC:cb 

cc: Jim Cochran 
Nancy Morlock 

A subsidiary of 
Philips ~let(I'Onlcs North America Corpo..,ti¢n 

Philips M!mico11du~tors, Inc. 
North Ameri~;>. Corpoudon 
PO. Box 3-409 
8 II East Arques Avenue 
Sunnyvlle, CA 9~088-34M 
Tel: (408) 991.2000 
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Philips Semiconductors 

Llw Department 

Sherry BrownwWilson, Esq. 
Counsel 

DALLI=tS TX. 

June 2, 1995 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 

TO 

Re: Philips Semiconducto.rs lnc./Aihnqnerque, NM 

Dear Ms. Brown-Wilson; 

g15058271544 P.009/010 

PHILIPS 

To confirm·our telephone conversation of June 2 and in response to Chief William K. 
Honker's letter dated April24, 1995, please be advised that Philips Semiconductors-Albuquerque 
will not be seeking reissuance of its Part B Permit issued pursuant to the Resource Conservation 
& Recovery Act (RCRA), as amended by the Ha:zardous and Solvent Waste Amendments of 1984 
(HSWA), EPA ID No. NMD000709782. Rather, and as indicated in our telephone conversation, 
Philips Semiconductors will operate on a 90-day generator status. 

With regard· to the abandoned Coronado Municipal Landfill and EPA's identification as 
a solid waste management unit (SWMU), Philips Semiconductors will commence remedial 
investigation. Philips Semiconductors will promptly retain an environmental consultant to conduct 
the investigation. 

If you have any questions, please contact me directly or Philips Semiconductors' 
Environmental Manager, James Cochran at (505) 822-7678. 

JNC:cb 

cc: James Cochran 

Sincerely, 

/(·,! I ! I' ('(. '· ' ' _ ·:.r~'\l , 1 . \\ · 1 . 
·/" . I • • _X I I 

·' - . . -:-~ \ 

mes N. Casey 
ounsel 

A sub;idi•ry cf 

I 
\ 

) 

1'11ilips Elecuonlcs North AMefiCJ. Corpor.~tion 

Philips Scmiwnductof<, lne. 
North Am•ri<.a Corporation 
P.O. Box 3-409 
81 I East Arquos AV<>nuc 
Sunn)'YOI0, CA 94o88.l409 
Tc:1: (-.08) 991-2000 
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Philips Semiconductors 
Law o;;pa;tmeilt"~-···~ ... , ............... ~ .......... ______ _ 

Sherry Brown-Wilson. Esq. 
Counsel 
Enviromnental Protection Agency 
Region VI 
1445 Ross Ave., Suite 1200 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 

VIA FACSIMILE 

August 11, 1995 

PHILIPS 

AUG I 5 1995 

EPA. OFFICE OF 
REGIONAL COUNSEl. 

Re: Philips Semiconductors, EPA ID No. NMD000709782: Permit Modifi<'atioos 

Dear Ms. Brown-Wilson: 

As a followup to our telephone conversation on August 4, 1995 concerning the above-referenced 
subject matter, Philips had previously notified the EPA its intention not to seek: reissuance of its Part B Permit 
and intent to operate on a 9<klay generator starus. Accordingly, Philips has not sought application for a permit 
reissuance prior to the current permit expiration date of April 1, 1996. However, based on our telephone 
conversation it is our undersmnding the EPA proposes to modify Philips' Part B Permit on the basis of "newly
identified solid waste management unit (SWMU) called the Coronado Municipal Landfill" per 40 CFR 
270.4l(a)(2). Further, any comments should be provided to the EPA on or before August 11, 1995 regarding 
the proposed modification. In light of the limited time in which to provide responses, Philips can only provide 
the following comments to the proposed modification. 

As an initial comment, the Coronado Municipal Landfill was operated by the City of Albuquerque 
from 1963 to 1964 or 1965. The landfill received household and residential refuge. Philips Semiconductors 
(formerly Signetics Company) began constructon of its current facility on the Albuquerque location in 
approximately 1979 and operations began several years later. At no time during Philips Semiconductors' 
tenure, approximately 25 years after the landfill was closed, did Philips have any involvement with the 
operations or contribute to the Coronado Municipal Landfill. 

Philips Semiconductors operates on the Albuquerque site a manufacturing facility for the manufacture 
of metal oxide semiconductors. The City of Albuquerque acquired the property upon which the Philips facility 
is located through an industrial bond process. The City of Albuquerque entered into a lease agreement with 
Signetics Corp., (Philips Semiconductors), pursuant to which Philips leased the property from the City and 
is currently making rental payments per a lease agreement. 

Currently the City of Albuquerque is in the process of installing monitoring wells at several of its 
former landfills, includini the Coronado Municipal Landfill. As the attached letter from the City's 
Environmental Health Deparur 1t, dated March 15, 1995, states four wells are to be installed and 
commencement of quarterly sampling. The City presently has contractors on site installing the monitoring 
wells. 

A subsidiory of 
Philip~ Elc~tr"Onic Noith America Corporation 

Philip• Semi~ondu~tcr5,ln~. 
Norltl Am~ric:a Corpor;>tion 
P.Q.I!o)( 3-409 
811 East Arques Avenue 
Sunnyvale, C:A 'MOB8·3409 
Tol;(-40$) 991.1000 

TOTAL P.010 
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The City of Albuquer(!l•~ notified the EPA in 1981 of the presence of the Coronado Municipal Landfill 
pursuant to EPA notification of Hazardous Waste Site Form 2000-{)138. Philips received its Part B Permit 
effective Aprill, 1986. Information regarding the Coronado Municipal Landfill (SWMU #8) was available 
to the EPA at the time the P~rmit was issued. 

The Philips facility is situated on only a portion of the former Coronado Municipal Landfill. See 
attached City of Albuquerque letter and map B-18-Z. In approximately 1987 Philips installed four monitoring 
wells on its current site to provide data on baseline water quality. Groundwater samples collected and analyzed 
qu!ltlerly between 1988 and 1994. Tetrac~oroethene has been consistently detected in the groundwater 
samples from du:ee of the four monitoring wells at the site since 1988; however, the general trend has been 
ore of decreasing concencrations over tilne. Concentrations of tetrachloroethene in groundwater are currently 
below 6.5 ug/1, (1994 groundwater samples: 5.2 ug/1-MWOl, 6.5 ug/l-MW02, nd-MW03, 3.8 ug/1 MW04.) 
The sampling frequency was reduced to annually in 1994. The analytic list includes halogenated volatile 
organics, total kjedahl nitrogen and total organic carbon. The only organic compounded detected is 
tetrachloroethene. Philips (Signetics) has never used tetrachloroethene at its Albuquerque facility. 

As noted above, insufficient time has been provided to properly review the proposed modifications 
to Philips' Part B Permit. 1 However, in an attempt to provide limited comments within the notified time 
period, Philips submits: 

Section C. Spe(:ial Conditions. 

The requirement that a RFI Wodcplan be submitted within 60 days of the Permit's effective date is 
insufficient to bid, award and complete a Workplan in accordance with Sections F and N. 
Accordingly, Philips requests that a 180 day time period be provided. 

Section C.l lnstallntioo..of Additional Grmmdwuter Monitoring Wells 

The requirement of additional groundwater monitoring wells shall be included in the workplace is 
premature. Assessment of existin, data from other entities, including the current activity by the City 
of Albuquerque as noted above, should be completed before additional wells are required. 

Section C.3 Idenlifieation of Water: Supply Wells and Submittal of Area Map(s) 

The requirement that within 60 days all water supply wells, characterization/description of the water 
table and supporting maps be submitted is insufficient time to bid, award and complete these tasks. 
Accordingly, Philips requests that a 180 day time period be provided for submittll. 

Section F.l RFI Work plan, General RequitemenlL 

The requirement that a RFI Workplan as specified in Sections F, C and N be submitted is insufficient 

Philips requested copies of portions of the administrative record on June 26, 1995, which 
were not received until July 31, 1995. 
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time 10 bid, award and complete this ~k. Accordingly, Philips requests that a 180 day time period 
be provided for submittal. 

Section F.2 Approval, Dlsappcoyal, or Modification of RFI Work plan 
hf Administrative Authodb' 

The requirement that the RFI Worlcplan shall be implemented within two weeks (14 days) of approval 
is insufficient time 10 mobilize the selected RFI contractor(s). Accordingly, Philips submit that a 45 
day period be provided to commence implementation. 

Sections J-M, 0 

For the reasons set forth in the general comments and the belief that presence of low VOC 
concentrations are emanating from an off-site location, Philips requests that these sections should not 
be included as a modification of the Permit. 

Based on 1he above comments, among others, Philips objects to the modification of its Part B Permit 
to include a compliance schedule for the investigation of the Coronado Municipal Landfill and submits the 
proposed modifications is not warranted. 

JNC:cb 
Attachment 
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Ctl'l' OJ ALBUQVBRQtJB 
~ ...... 

;xg ~ ·r-w:;::, ,.. Cllll: 

DIVIIIONIIII:NrAL REALm DRMfta'.NT 

.,.,... 11, , •• 

TD: Cll1nn Jurg .. •n, ILt.-erlntlndlftt, lllrm Dr11n111 MUdlnance 

PROM1 Doual•• E.rp, Geohydrologlat, EnW'Dnrnent.a H1111h D•t. 1X:
IUIIICT: AUTHDJUIATION TO QONITIIUCT MGNITOIINCI WILLI ON CITY 

RI8HTMP-WAY 

11le lnvlroMIMUI Health DeJM~UMftt II in 1M pro-• of aeJeot1n1 •I•• far 
lntt811non of monltortng w.UaldjiCiftt t8 former city llndftlle. ldelly, we would Dke 
to locate tta•u Willa wltraln public rlghtHf.way to fiOIIftatt litl aaa.. fordrlllin11nd 
lon1·term monltarlng. 

In prwp~~ration for 1ht ftm phue of drilllnl, w• have ldMtlfl.t IIO'c.ntill 11t1t tor four 
welll caowner•~llnt of 1ht former C:orwn.. •ncl ... Antonio lendftle,. .......... 
aodvltiea and welt locden. are ..,.INtel below. We .,. Reldnt your euthoi'IU'doft 
10 looate the WIIIIM ..._.lltte. 

Well con&ttUOtlon would~ rte~ulre ttl,.. to flv• d..,.,., wei. W. wHI mlnlmlza 
dlaruptkaft of drifting.,.., pro,.Jy d._. of all cUUingeiNI drillinl tlulcla, Met •••,. 
nch •Ita eiMn upon JMOJeet completion. 

Com~MtM Mill would 'lYJIIOIIIV mol* a ..,......_ •II _, ... ,...,. Gtendlnt 
about Z ftll..,. IMII .., .. , al-feot811U .. __. ,_. •rroulldlnt t:M ..,._ 
cl&il\g ami f.ur •"**HHIIId part! poata. Alt optltftel ••urt-~ 11 
poulble, If ftiOIIIIf'Y • mlftlmlu ~on of 01Mt ..WitfM. 

We&le wo"kt ~ be 11mpled qya,..., for o• Y••• _..._.ly ·durlnl ttt• ••OfMf YMr .,., anru••IIY ..,..,, polllbly for Mlont u 21 to 10 yean~. lamplfnt 
wRI be pltfo,._. Ullnl Mlf.eerw.~Md trvoJMnou"tld or niiiNIIOumtd eQuipment. 

The propoMII wwll tftaa .,. .. oent ta 1Miuwn•nea ,.._ 1Mt run ,..1111 ta fload 
aoMrOI ot.nnala.. We propo•• IDeating the Mila nt~r the GUIIIW• ..... (wllltln 1M 
outer 1 fe.O of the rtgfi15-0f·MY acloo.claM whtn Uwy will ft4ll Jnlllfere Wllh 1Nffle 
or other m.antananaa HtlvltleL 
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Page2 
Glenn Jurgensen 

PropoHd JoodoM .,. ltlcllcatect on thl attlchecl map• and .. dMOrlbed Jn detail 
below: 

1.) ebout 210 feet euc of U\1 lnWuotlon at s.n ,._ Blvd. and 
M~ Aveln the open lpiC8 bltWaen 1M nDrlh lide Df MDd..-llftd the un-n.mld 
c:onarete chMnel. A wei plaa8d llllaut I t.t 11-"lncl U'11 aurb would a..v. amp .. 
IPIGe tor pefllltriltl traffic. weulcl bl on rtiMIV•IV level ground ll'ld would not Intrude 
intD the gr•u 110111 along 1M drllntp ChiMII. 

a., 1bout 120 flltlt west of tha lnt.erlletion of~ Aw. Md the 1-25 
ftom:111 road. A WID looat.tcll-1 0 flit Hhlnd 1tt1 curb on 1M north •• of MHNIO 
would be in .. opan area and woutd no1 lntert .. wllh eny o1tMir u•• af tha p ... r. 

3.) north of Pina Alroya about 100 fwl111tof 1-21. Agravelm.Jnwnance 
roacl extend• allout 11 fRt north of the channel lip 1nd turvev M~k.- '"II•R th1111h1 
right-Of..VJIY bouftdlry 11 20 !l..lt Qfrth of fhlllp. A welllocatecl 1 7·1 I te.1 ftonh of 
the c:hann.a lip (and 10 fe.t _.if 1 oonarete "ip H~l ehowlcl be aut ofth• -.y 
lftd readily Meeallble tor ••mpUfto. 

4,) north of Plno Arroyo 8MUI 120.110 flit wHt of 1M Pedro. A well 
looMecl 17 .. 11 fHt north of lhe channel lip .ttoul"' bt out of the WIY •nd re•~llv 
aaceaaible for llmpling. 

·.· 
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