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Summary: HSWA Module Modifications for Phillips 
Semiconductors' RCRA Permit 

March 15, 1996 

Philips Semiconductors is an integrated circuits manufacturer 
located along I-25 south of Tramway in northeast Albuquerque. The 
HSWA module of Philips' RCRA permit is being modified to require 
Corrective Action for an identified SWMU. The modifications will 
require site characterization and clean-up of the contamination, 
including any continuing source. 

The modifications are necessary because EPA has identified the 
abandoned Coronado Municipal Landfill, partially located on the 
Philips' site, as a SWMU. Three of the four groundwater monitoring 
wells installed by Philips show concentrations of tetrachloroethene 
(PCE) consistently above 5 ppb (the federal MCL for PCE is 0.005 
mg/1). Concentrations of 1,1,2,2-tetrachloethane are consistently 
above 10 ppb (the federal MCL is 0.01 mg/1). 

This action is a carry-over action based on New Mexico Corrective 
Action authorization. EPA prepared the modifications and completed 
the accompanying public participation requirements during 1995. 
Because the State received authority for portions of the Corrective 
Action program in January 1996, the modifications will be issued by 
NMED. 

Review. For ease of review, a mark-up copy of the modified HSWA 
module is included in this packet. Changes from the final 
modifications developed by EPA are shown. Additions are shown in 
:jg§§.:~:illn§ and deletions are shown in strikeout. 

Timing. The modifications must be issued before April 1, 1996, the 
expiration date for Philips' RCRA permit. 
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Possibility of appeal. Philips, the current owner/operator of the 
land and manufacturing plant, is buying the site from the City of 
Albuquerque, the former owner/operator of the land and landfill. 
EPA has indicated that Philips may appeal these modifications on 
the basis that it did not cause the problems at the landfill. 

Interested parties. The City of Albuquerque has begun an 
investigation and potential clean-up of the six abandoned municipal 
landfills in the area. This project includes the Coronado 
Landfill. HRMB hopes to work cooperatively with both Philips and 
the City to minimize duplication of effort and coordinate 
requirements for clean-up as efficiently as possible. 

Other action. Philips has chosen to go to ninety-day storage rather 
than request a permit renewal. In a separate action, therefore, 
NMED has modified Philips' RCRA permit to allow closure of the 
permitted storage units. Following review of Philips' final 
closure report and a site inspection, this closure will be 
approved. Closure approval must also wait until the HSWA 
modifications are in place. 


