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FAX T,RANSMISSION 

NEW MEXICO ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT. HAZARDOUS AND RADJOACTJVF. MATERIAI.S 


BUREAU 

4 I 3 I MOHTOOMIl:~~ NE 

AL.8UQUI!:AOVI!. NM 87 , 09 
11506) 541 -"oae 

FAX:"{605l'8S4-9254 

To: Stephanie 
Kruse 

Date: April 30, 1998 

Fax #: 505 827 ...1544.P..,ges: 5, including this cover sheet. 

From: Susan Hoines 

Su bject: ER Sjte 28·2 Chronology and OT form 

COMMENTS: 

r have made corrections to the chronology I handed you yesterday. I have attached the corrected 

chronology and my overtime sheet. 
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ER Site 28-2: Chronology 

Febmary I. 1996 
HRMB internal memo to Lloyd Aker from Wi11iam Moats. A site inspection was conducted by 
AlP staff. The memo contains geulogicalllnd historical description ofMine 28-2, Also contains 
.description of~te conditions. There was a radiologioal sign posted outside of the mine and 
evidence ofbackfi1ling was present. Grey residue was present, Interviews offormer SNL 
employee indicated that radioactive wastes or materials are buried there. SNL information on ER 
Site 28-2 was deficietlt. AlP oonc1usion: sufficient information exists suggesting radioactive 
wastes ..may have been buried at ER Site 23-..2, 

March 11, 1996 
Letter from EPA to HRMB containing EPA comments on the 14 proposals for NFA. EPA Jisted 
ER Site 28, (Mine9hafts) as sites -where furthenampting or investigation is needed, 

Jl.lty 16~ ]996 

DOE OD isent DOE cOImrtehts' bn the 3rd 'found NFA proposalsJDOE OB conchid.ed that ER' 
I" 
Site 26-2 was inappropriate fur NF A. 

November 5, 1996 

Letter from DOE to HRMB inviting ~ to:a ~~~~g feg~rding several mine sites, 


April 28, 1997 

HRMBissuedJln NOD on the ,third round ofNFA proposals. ER Site 28.2 was listed as a site 

not appropriate for NF A " 
 ",I'." 

~ i : ~ I' III 1 I ) " ~j 

, 
May 15,1997 

! } 


DOE. requests a time -eKtension to i'-es.pa!td,ro!he NOD.; , 


May 22,1997 

notes from 1\ meeting on the 3rd round NFA proposal and the NOD. No mention ofER Site 28· 

2. 

June 27. 1997 

Letter from DOE containing response to NOD. 


August 18, 1997 

Letter from DPE to JJRMB. Contains a report from Chris DeWitt ofKAFB, DeWitt stated that 

ER Site 28-2 was probably used for detonation tests condU01.ed to support design of underground 

munitions storage facilities as indicilted by the Klotz [concrete] block aTld soH piles. DeWitt 

reported that he .did not see evidenceof'wame disposal. 


September 9, 1997 

NMED internal memo to Stephanie Kruse from WiUiam Moats regarding the August 18th letter. 

Memo states that DeWitt does not address cbartwterization costs or safety issues in his report. 


http:condU01.ed
http:conchid.ed
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BR Site 28-2: .chronology 

DeWitt's,report includes no significant i~o~on bey.~~d that already provided to the .NMED in 
the NFA,proposal. In a phttle,fPnv~tl(tn~":l)eWiJI.oq~~~Pteml>~ 4, 1997, ,DeW.tt says 
that his statement in his report tegarlting the oohcl'cte block 'is'nothin,g more than his personal 
opinion and is not supported by fact: 

( 

January 23, 1998 
MSHA mine inspector was invited to inspect BR Site 28·2. Mine Inspector was accompanied by 

completed prior entry. 

confined space r~ue support, etc. 


February 13, 1'998 

HRMB sent DOE a letter requesting DOE to notifY HRMB ten days prior to sampling ER Site 

28-2 so that HRMB may collect split swples. 


February 20, 1998 

DOE faxed HRMB a SAP for ER Site 28-2 


February 20, 1998 
Internal ~ ,memo to Stu Dinwiddie ana~tepllanie Kruse trom William Moats regarding 
DOE/SNI.. health and safety requirements for NMED cOmpliance inspectors to sample ER Site 
28-2. John Gould had called him at noon to infonn him what health and safety requirements must 
be met before NMED compliance inspectors witJ-be-aJtowed10 enter ER Site 28-2 to collect 
samples. ReqtJ.irements are burdensome and'include that inspectors must be certified for confined 
space training,' NMED inspectors could not enter the mine with SNUDOE jnspectors, NMED 

t ~UiPIY jt~ own tariOmltlrtru~ti0j\ '~e l~edical t1)onitorip.g. etc,r:e4 I I' ',. '/I! )," ~Il " Hi, ,~ ~;:, :I, '~r.tl:lt :'I~' ': ,1, f ~ , if , ~ I ~ I ' ", a • 
~ " ! I!' 'J '1 ~ ij! .: ;is)llt~ ~I' ,"!I ,i ! '\, I' :~!', !!$Ir 'i '111 f, ~. : : 

"Jl '::l~~,~lilli' 11\ IIIUwlll'~1 "'i~I"li"lb t. ~II i ,·i" 

Letter fi'om DOE to HRMB containing Ust ofrequirem~ts that NMBD inspectors must meet: 
"These documents must be provid~ to Mike Young ofSNL prior to the date ofsampJint(. The 
list is the same .as the one mentioned on Feb 2tl. 

April 13. J998' 
Letter from HRMB to DOE responding to March 9 letter and a phone conversation ofMarch 23 
regarding requirement!! for NMEDpersonnel1o enter and 'SampleER Site 28-2: "'Overly 
prescriptive re~uirements which are being imposed by DOElSNL to allow sampling ofER Site 
28~2 have the appearance of being imposed to eltctude regulatory involvement in sampling events 

DRAFT' 
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ER Site 28-2; -Chronology ...... 

or to preclude HRMB stafrit'om the site." 

April 15, 1998 
Lotter from DPE to HRMB contairiing'"fieJd notes and a video tape from the sampling event. It 
also contained the HASP for the sampling event. DOH considers NMED is subjecting its 
personnel to SeriOUI risk. 

DRAFT 
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ER Site 28-2: Chronology 

February 1, 1996 

Internal memo to Lloyd Aker from William Moats. A site inspection was conducted by AIP staff 

The memo contains geological and historical description ofMine 28-2. Also contains description 

of site conditiqns. There was a radiological sign posted outside ofthe mine and evidence of 

backfilling wa~ present. Grey residue was present. Interviews offormer SNL employee indicated 

that radioactive wastes or materials are buried there. SNL information on ER Site 28-2 was 

deficient. AIP conclusion: sufficient information exists suggesting radioactive wastes may have 

been buried at ERSite 28-2. 


uly 16, 1996~ 

DOE OB sent DOE comments on the 3rd round NFA proposals. DOE OB indicated that ER Site 

28-2 was inappropriate for NFA. 


March 11, 1996 

Letter from EPA to HRMB containing EPA comments on the 14 proposals for NFA. EPA listed 

ER Site 28, Mineshafts, as sites where further sampling or investigation is needed. 


November 5, 1996 

Letter from DOE to HRMB inviting HRMB to a meeting regarding several mine sites. 


April 28, 1997 

HRMB issuedan NOD on the third round ofNFA proposals. ER Site 28-2 was listed as a site 

not appropriate for NFA. 


May 15, 1997 

DOE requests a time -ext-ensian t-o respond to the NOD. 


May 22, 1997 
notes from a meeting on the 3rd round NFA proposal and the NOD. No mention ofER Site 28­
2. 

June 27, 1997 

Letter from DOE containing response to NOD. 


August 18, 1997 

Letter from DOE to HRMB. Contains a report from Chris DeWitt ofKAFB. DeWitt indicated 

that ER Site 28-2 was probably used for detonation tests. 


/..
M . . vited t S He 
di 

January 23, 1998 
MSHA mine inspector was invited to inspect ER Site 28-2. Mine Inspector was accompanied by 
NMED and SNL staffto ER Site 28-2. SNL informed NMED staffwM iAi8~ prior to the 



inspectiQn that nO' one WQuid be allQwed entry to' ER Site 28-2. lIthe mine inspectQr said that 

entry was safe, they WQuid schedule entry at anQther date. Mine inspectQr said ER Site 28-2 was 

safe fQr entry.' SNL handed NMED staffa list Qfpreliminary planning and preparatiQn activities 

that must be cQmpleted priQr to' entry. List includes preparatiQn fQr helicQpter rescue, EMT 

SUPPQrt, KAFB cQnfined space rescue support, etc. 


February 13, 1998 

HRMB sent DOE a letter requesting DOE to' nQtifY HRMB ten days priQr to' sampling ER Site 

28-2 sO' that HRMB may collect split samples. 


February 20, 1998 

DOE faxed HRMB a SAP fQr ER Site 28-2 


February 20, 1998 

Internal ~ memO' to' Stu Dinwiddie and Stephanie Kruse frQm William MQats regarding 

DOE/SNL He3.Ith and Safety Requirements fQr NMED CQmpliance InspectQrs to' Sample ER Site 

28-2. JQhn GQuid had called him at nQQn to' infQrm him what health and safety requirements must 

be met befQre NMED cQmpliance inspectQrs will "be allQwed to' enter ER Site 28-2 to' cQllect 

samples. Reql,lirements are burdensQme and include that inspectQrs must be certified fQr cQnfined 

space training, NMED inspectQrs CQuid nQt enter the mine with SNLIDOE inspectQrs, NMED 

must supply its Qwn radiO' cQmmunicatiQn, NMED persQnnel must have medical mQnitQring, etc, 

etc. 


March 9, 1998 

Letter frQm DOE to' HRMB cQntaining list Qf requirements that NMED inspectQrs must meet. 

"These dQcuments must be provided to' Mike Y Qung Qf SNL priQr to' the date Qf sampling" The 

list is the same as the O'ne mentiO'ned -on Feb 20. 


April 13, 1998 

Letter frQm HRMB to' DOE resPQnding to' March 9 letter and a phQne cQnversatiQn QfMarch 23 

regarding requirements for NMED-personnel to enter and sample ER Site 28-2. "Overly 

prescriptive re~uierments which are being impQsed by DOE/SNL to' allQw sampling QfER Site 

28-2 have the apperarance Qfbeing impQsed to' exclude regulatQry invQlvement in sampling 

fevents O'r to' preclude HRMB stafffrQm the site." 


April 15, 1998 

Letter frQm DOE to' HRMB cQntaining field nQtes and a videO' tape frQm the sampling event. It 

also cQntained the HASP fQr the sampling event. DOE cQnsideres NMED is subjecting its 

persQnnel to' seriQus risk. 



