
Tom Hunter, Director 
Sandia National Laboratories 
1515 Eubank Blvd. SE 
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
NM Tel. 505-845-0011 
Fax 505-844-1120 

Mr. Ron Curry, Secretary 
New Mexico Environment Department 
POBOX26110 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502 
800 2196157 
FAX 505 827 2836 

Richard Greene 
Regional Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 
800 8876063 
FAX 2146656762 

Dear Sirs, 

1. The Mixed Waste Landfill at Sandia National Laboratories has never had a 
reliable monitoring network for monitoring soil, water, and air pathways for 
delivering contamination to the public and environment. The remedy of a dirt 
cover to be placed over the wastes is not based on accurate knowledge and 
measurement along pathways for contamination. 

2. Replacement wells ordered by the Environment Department will not solve the 
need for appropriate monitoring of the dump. 

3. NMED recognized the need for additional monitoring of contamination at hot 
spots beneath the dump. The DOE rejected NMED's concern claiming wells at 
the hot spots would damage the dirt cover. Wells must be put at the hot spots 
beneath the dump through the cover or using angled wells from outside the 
footprint of the cover. 

4. It is very important to monitor beneath the unlined pits and trenches in the vadose 
zone from beneath the dump to the water table below. The present plan to 
monitor the vadose zone from beyond the footprint of the dirt cover is 
unacceptable. 

5. A pending study shows plants, animal burrows and ant hills at the dump are 
contaminated and a pathway for releasing Cesium-137 and Cobalt-60 to the 
public in Albuquerque. A public hearing is requested regarding the status of this 
and other pathways for contamination to the public and environment. The dirt 
cover will disappear over time and there is no assurance of monitoring for this 
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ritium monitoring for the air pathway must be performed at the dump. A recent 
Institute for Environmental and Energy Research (IEER) study recommends 
lowering tritium exposure by 50 times the current levels due to fetal damage. 

8. Hexavalent chromium is present at well above the EPA limits at monitoring wells 
MWI and MW3. Nickel contamination also exceeds a New Mexico state 
regulatory limit. NMED must require DOE to investigate the nature of the 
chromium and nickel contamination at the locations of these two wells. NMED 
and DOE are not investigating Chromium contamination in groundwater below 
the dump as they are requiring at other DOE sites. 

9. NMED and DOE should release the 2006 TechLaw document they are keeping 
secret from the public about the potential for leaks of contaminants from the 
dump. NMED must require opportunity for public review and comment to 
documents for the replacement of monitoring wells and the long term well 
monitoring plans. NMED must request EPA Laboratory review of the Evaluation 
of the Representativeness and Reliability of Groundwater Monitoring Well Data, 
Mixed Waste Landfill, Sandia National Laboratories, by William P. Moats, David 
L. Mayersom, and Brian L. Salem November 2006. 

I 0. The option of excavation of the dump should be reconsidered. Excavation of 
radioactive and other hazardous waste sites has been performed at Sandia, Los 
Alamos National Laboratory and Idaho National Laboratory. 

Sincerely, 

Citizen Action New Mexico, POB 4276, Albuquerque, NM 87196-4276 ~radff3'!_qn_m.org 
Dave McCoy, Director 505 262 1862 dav~(@,racifre~nJI!.:.9_r:g 
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Mr. Ron Curry, Secretary 
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Regional Administrator 
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Dear Sirs, 

1. The Mixed Waste Landfill at Sandia National Laboratories has never had a 
reliable monitoring network for monitoring soil, water, and air pathways for 
delivering contamination to the public and environment. The remedy of a dirt 
cover to be placed over the wastes is not based on accurate knowledge and 
measurement along pathways for contamination. 

2. Replacement wells ordered by the Environment Department will not solve the 
need for appropriate monitoring of the dump. 

3. NMED recognized the need for additional monitoring of contamination at hot 
spots beneath the dump. The DOE rejected NMED's concern claiming wells at 
the hot spots would damage the dirt cover. Wells must be put at the hot spots 
beneath the dump through the cover or using angled wells from outside the 
footprint of the cover. 

4. It is very important to monitor beneath the unlined pits and trenches in the vadose 
zone from beneath the dump to the water table below. The present plan to 
monitor the vadose zone from beyond the footprint of the dirt cover is 
unacceptable. 

5. A pending study shows plants, animal burrows and ant hills at the dump are 
contaminated and a pathway for releasing Cesium-137 and Cobalt-60 to the 
public in Albuquerque. A public hearing is requested regarding the status of this 
and other pathways for contamination to the public and environment. The dirt 
cover will disappear over time and there is no assurance of monitoring for this 
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pathway beyond the next 30 years for the thousands of years that the wastes will 
remain dangerous. 
6. Recently constructed berms built to protect against stonnwater at the dump were 

breached by storm water with pools of water present. Storm water has passed over 
the dump for 5 decades and that can drive contaminants toward groundwater. The 
storm water pathway away from the dump has not been, but must be, studied for 
contamination. 

7. Tritium monitoring for the air pathway must be performed at the dump. A recent 
Institute for Environmental and Energy Research (IEER) study recommends 
lowering tritium exposure by 50 times the current levels due to fetal damage. 

8. Hexavalent chromium is present at well above the EPA limits at monitoring wells 
MWl and MW3. Nickel contamination also exceeds a New Mexico state 
regulatory limit. NMED must require DOE to investigate the nature of the 
chromium and nickel contamination at the locations of these two wells. NMED 
and DOE are not investigating Chromium contamination in groundwater below 
the dump as they are requiring at other DOE sites. 

9. NMED and DOE should release the 2006 TechLaw document they are keeping 
secret from the public about the potential for leaks of contaminants from the 
dump. NMED must require opportunity for public review and comment to 
documents for the replacement of monitoring wells and the long tenn well 
monitoring plans. NMED must request EPA Laboratory review of the Evaluation 
of the Representativeness am Reliability of Groundwater Monitoring Well Data, 
Mixed Waste Landfill, Samia National Laboratories, by William P. Moats, David 
L. Mayersom, and Brian L. Salem November 2006. 

10. The option of excavation of the dump should be reconsidered. Excavation of 
radioactive and other hazardous waste sites has been performed at Sandia, Los 
Alamos National Laboratory and Idaho National Laboratory. 

Sincerely,~ QI.ti (\+tl..11\0.., 
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Citizen Action New Mexico, POB 4276, Albuquerque, NM 87196-4276 www.radfrc~nm..:5.l[g 
Dave McCoy, Director 505 262 1862 daver@.radfreenm.org 
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Dear Sirs, 

1. The Mixed Waste Landfill at Sandia National Laboratories has never had a 
reliable monitoring network for monitoring soil, water, and air pathways for 
delivering contamination to the public and environment. The remedy of a dirt 
cover to be placed over the wastes is not based on accurate knowledge and 
measurement along pathways for contamination. 

2. Replacement wells ordered by the Environment Department will not solve the 
need for appropriate monitoring of the dump. 

3. NMED recognized the need for additional monitoring of contamination at hot 
spots beneath the dump. The DOE rejected NMED's concern claiming wells at 
the hot spots would damage the dirt cover. Wells must be put at the hot spots 
beneath the dump through the cover or using angled wells from outside the 
footprint of the cover. 

4. It is very important to monitor beneath the unlined pits and trenches in the vadose 
zone from beneath the dump to the water table below. The present plan to 
monitor the vadose zone from beyond the footprint of the dirt cover is 
unacceptable. 

5. A pending study shows plants, animal burrows and ant hills at the dump are 
contaminated and a pathway for releasing Cesium-137 and Cobalt-60 to the 
public in Albuquerque. A public hearing is requested regarding the status of this 
and other pathways for contamination to the public and environment. The dirt 
cover will disappear over time and there is no assurance of monitoring for this 
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pathway beyond the next 30 years for the thousands of years that the wastes will 
remain dangerous. 
6. Recently constructed berms built to protect against stormwater at the dump were 

breached by stormwater with pools of water present. Stonn water has passed over 
the dump for 5 decades and that can drive contaminants toward groundwater. The 
storm water pathway away from the dump has not been, but must be, studied for 
contamination. 

7. Tritium monitoring for the air pathway must be performed at the dump. A recent 
Institute for Environmental and Energy Research (IEER) study recommends 
lowering tritium exposure by SO times the current levels due to fetal damage. 

8. Hexavalent chromium is present at well above the EPA limits at monitoring wells 
MWl and MW3. Nickel contamination also exceeds a New Mexico state 
regulatory limit. NMED must require DOE to investigate the nature of the 
chromium and nickel contamination at the locations of these two wells. NMED 
and DOE are not investigating Chromium contamination in groundwater below 
the dump as they are requiring at other DOE sites. 

9. NMED and DOE should release the 2006 TechLaw document they are keeping 
secret from the public about the potential for leaks of contaminants from the 
dump. NMED must require opportunity for public review and comment to 
documents for the replacement of monitoring wells and the long term well 
monitoring plans. NMED must request EPA Laboratory review of the Evaluation 
of the Representativeness and Reliability of Groundwater Monitoring Well Data, 
Mixed Waste Lan4fill, Sandia National Laboratories, by William P. Moats, David 
L. Mayersont, and Brian L. Salem November 2006. 

10. The option of excavation of the dump should be reconsidered. Excavation of 
radioactive and other hazardous waste sites has been performed at Sandia, Los 
Alamos National Laboratory and Idaho National Laboratory. 

Citizen Action New Mexico, POB 4276, Albuquerque, NM 87196-4276 www.radfreenm.org 
Dave McCoy, Director 505 262 1862 gave@rndfree.nm.o..r_g 
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Richard Greene 
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Dear Sirs, 

1. The Mixed Waste Landfill at Sandia National Laboratories has never had a 
reliable monitoring network for monitoring soil, water, and air pathways for 
delivering contamination to the public and environment. The remedy of a dirt 
cover to be placed over the wastes is not based on accurate knowledge and 
measurement along pathways for contamination. 

2. Replacement wells ordered by the Environment Department will not solve the 
need for appropriate monitoring of the dump. 

3. NMED recognized the need for additional monitoring of contamination at hot 
spots beneath the dump. The DOE rejected NMED's concern claiming wells at 
the hot spots would damage the dirt cover. Wells must be put at the hot spots 
beneath the dump through the cover or using angled wells from outside the 
footprint of the cover. 

4. It is very important to monitor beneath the unlined pits and trenches in the vadose 
zone from beneath the dump to the water table below. The present plan to 
monitor the vadose zone from beyond the footprint of the dirt cover is 
unacceptable. 

5. A pending study shows plants, animal burrows and ant hills at the dump are 
contaminated and a pathway for releasing Cesium-137 and Cobalt-60 to the 
public in Albuquerque. A public hearing is requested regarding the status of this 
and other pathways for contamination to the public and environment. The dirt 
cover will disappear over time and there is no assurance of monitoring for this 
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pathway beyond the next 30 years for the thousands of years that the wastes will 
remain dangerous. 
6. Recently constructed berms built to protect against stonnwater at the dump were 

breached by stonnwater with pools of water present. Storm water has passed over 
the dump for 5 decades and that can drive contaminants toward groundwater. The 
storm water pathway away from the dump has not been, but must be, studied for 
contamination. 

7. Tritium monitoring for the air pathway must be performed at the dump. A recent 
Institute for Environmental and Energy Research (IEER) study recommends 
lowering tritium exposure by 50 times the current levels due to fetal damage. 

8. Hexavalent chromium is present at well above the EPA limits at monitoring wells 
MWI and MW3. Nickel contamination also exceeds a New Mexico state 
regulatory limit. NMED must require DOE to investigate the nature of the 
chromium and nickel contamination at the locations of these two wells. NMED 
and DOE are not investigating Chromium contamination in groundwater below 
the dump as they are requiring at other DOE sites. 

9. NMED and DOE should release the 2006 TechLaw document they are keeping 
secret from the public about the potential for leaks of contaminants from the 
dump. NMED must require opportunity for public review and comment to 
documents for the replacement of monitoring wells and the long term well 
monitoring plans. NMED must request EPA Laboratory review of the Evaluation 
of the Representativeness and Reliability of Groundwater Monitoring Well Data, 
Mixed Waste Landfill, Sandia National Laboratories, by William P. Moats, David 
L. Mayersom, and Brian L. Salem November 2006. 

10. The option of excavation of the dump should be reconsidered. Excavation of 
radioactive and other hazardous waste sites has been performed at Sandia, Los 
Alamos National Laboratory and Idaho National Laboratory. 

Citizen Action New Mexico, POB 4276, Albuquerque, NM 87196-4276 www.radfreenm.Qrg 
Dave McCoy, Director 505 262 1862 davel(1)radfreenm.or2 
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Mr. Ron Curry, Secretary 
New Mexico Environment Department 
POBOX26110 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502 
800 2196157 
FAX 505 827 2836 

Richard Greene 
Regional Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 
800 8876063 
FAX 2146656762 

Dear Sirs, 

1. The Mixed Waste Landfill at Sandia National Laboratories has never had a 
reliable monitoring network for monitoring soil, water, and air pathways for 
delivering contamination to the public and environment. The remedy of a dirt 
cover to be placed over the wastes is not based on accurate knowledge and 
measurement along pathways for contamination. 

2. Replacement wells ordered by the Environment Department will not solve the 
need for appropriate monitoring of the dump. 

3. NMED recognized the need for additional monitoring of contamination at hot 
spots beneath the dump. The DOE rejected NMED's concern claiming wells at 
the hot spots would damage the dirt cover. Wells must be put at the hot spots 
beneath the dump through the cover or using angled wells from outside the 
footprint of the cover. 

4. It is very important to monitor beneath the unlined pits and trenches in the vadose 
zone from beneath the dump to the water table below. The present plan to 
monitor the vadose zone from beyond the footprint of the dirt cover is 
unacceptable. 

5. A pending study shows plants, animal burrows and ant hills at the dump are 
contaminated and a pathway for releasing Cesium-13 7 and Cobalt-60 to the 
public in Albuquerque. A public hearing is requested regarding the status of this 
and other pathways for contamination to the public and environment. The dirt 
cover will disappear over time and there is no assurance of monitoring for this 
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pathway beyond the next 30 years for the thousands of years that the wastes will 
remain dangerous. 
6. Recently constructed berms built to protect against stonnwater at the dump were 

breached by stonnwater with pools of water present. Stonn water has passed over 
the dump for 5 decades and that can drive contaminants toward groundwater. The 
stonn water pathway away from the dump has not been, but must be, studied for 
contamination. 

7. Tritium monitoring for the air pathway must be performed at the dump. A recent 
Institute for Environmental and Energy Research (IEER) study recommends 
lowering tritium exposure by 50 times the current levels due to fetal damage. 

8. Hexavalent chromium is present at well above the EPA limits at monitoring wells 
MWl and MW3. Nickel contamination also exceeds a New Mexico state 
regulatory limit. NMED must require DOE to investigate the nature of the 
chromium and nickel contamination at the locations of these two wells. NMED 
and DOE are not investigating Chromium contamination in groundwater below 
the dump as they are requiring at other DOE sites. 

9. NMED and DOE should release the 2006 TechLaw document they are keeping 
secret from the public about the potential for leaks of contaminants from the 
dump. NMED must require opportunity for public review and comment to 
documents for the replacement of monitoring wells and the long term well 
monitoring plans. NMED must request EPA Laboratory review of the Evaluation 
of the Representativeness and Reliability of Gro1,1ndwater Monitoring Well Data, 
Mixed Waste Lan4fill, Sandia National Laboratories, by William P. Moats, David 
L. Mayersom, and Brian L. Salem November 2006. 

10. The option of excavation of the dump should be reconsidered. Excavation of 
radioactive and other hazardous waste sites has been performed at Sandia, Los 
Alamos National Laboratory and Idaho National Laboratory. 

Citizen Action New Mexico, POB 4276, Albuquerque, NM 87196-4276 www.ra_9freenm . .Qrg 

Dave McCoy, Director 505 262 1862 dave@radfreenm.org 



Tom Hunter, Director 
Sandia National Laboratories 
1515 Eubank Blvd. SE 
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
NM Tel. 505-845-0011 
Fax 505-844-1120 

Mr. Ron Curry, Secretary 
New Mexico Environment Department 
PO BOX26110 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502 
800 2196157 
FAX 505 827 2836 

Richard Greene 
Regional Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 
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Dear Sirs, 

L The Mixed Waste Landfill at Sandia National Laboratories has never had a 
reliable monitoring network for monitoring soil, water, and air pathways for 
delivering contamination to the public and environment. The remedy of a dirt 
cover to be placed over the wastes is not based on accurate knowledge and 
measurement along pathways for contamination. 

2. Replacement wells ordered by the Environment Department will not solve the 
need for appropriate monitoring of the dump. 

3. NMED recognized the need for additional monitoring of contamination at hot 
spots beneath the dump. The DOE rejected NMED's concern claiming wells at 
the hot spots would damage the dirt cover. Wells must be put at the hot spots 
beneath the dump through the cover or using angled wells from outside the 
footprint of the cover. 

4. It is very important to monitor beneath the unlined pits and trenches in the vadose 
zone from beneath the dump to the water table below. The present plan to 
monitor the vadose zone from beyond the footprint of the dirt cover is 
unacceptable. 

5. A pending study shows plants, animal burrows and ant hills at the dump are 
contaminated and a pathway for releasing Cesium-13 7 and Cobalt-60 to the 
public in Albuquerque. A public hearing is requested regarding the status of this 
and other pathways for contamination to the public and environment. The dirt 
cover will disappear over time and there is no assurance of monitoring for this 
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pathway beyond the next 30 years for the thousands of years that the wastes will 
remain dangerous. ~ 
6. Recently constructed berms built to protect against stormwater at the dump were 

breached by storm water with pools of water present. Storm water has passed over 
the dump for 5 decades and that can drive contaminants toward groundwater. The 
storm water pathway away from the dump has not been, but must be, studied for 
contamination. 

7. Tritium monitoring for the air pathway must be performed at the dump. A recent 
Institute for Environmental and Energy Research (IEER) study recommends 
lowering tritium exposure by 50 times the current levels due to fetal damage. 

8. Hexavalent chromium is present at well above the EPA limits at monitoring wells 
MWI and MW3. Nickel contamination also exceeds a New Mexico state 
regulatory limit. NMED must require DOE to investigate the nature of the 
chromium and nickel contamination at the locations of these two wells. NMED 
and DOE are not investigating Chromium contamination in groundwater below 
the dump as they are requiring at other DOE sites. 

9. NMED and DOE should release the 2006 TechLaw document they are keeping 
secret from the public about the potential for leaks of contaminants from the 
dump. NMED must require opportunity for public review and comment to 
documents for the replacement of monitoring wells and the long term well 
monitoring plans. NMED must request EPA Laboratory review of the Evaluation 
of the Representativeness and Reliability of Groundwater Monitoring Well Data, 
Mixed Waste Landfill, Sandia National Laboratories, by William P. Moats, David 
L. Mayersom, and Brian L. Salem November 2006. 

I 0. The option of excavation of the dump should be reconsidered. Excavation of 
radioactive and other hazardous waste sites has been performed at Sandia, Los 
Alamos National Laboratory and Idaho National Laboratory. 

Citizen Action New Mexico, POB 4276, Albuquerque, NM 87196-4276 www.rad1h:enn1,or_g 
Dave McCoy, Director 505 262 1862 da"~@r..;L<!f~s;nm.or:g 



Tom Hunter, Director 
Sandia National Laboratories 
1515 Eubank Blvd. SE 
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
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Mr. Ron Curry, Secretary 
New Mexico Environment Department 
POBOX26110 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502 
800 2196157 
FAX 505 827 2836 

Richard Greene 
Regional Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
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Dear Sirs, 

··~ 

1. The Mixed Waste Landfill at Sandia National Laboratories has never had a 
reliable monitoring network for monitoring soil, water, and air pathways for 
delivering contamination to the public and environment. The remedy of a dirt 
cover to be placed over the wastes is not based on accurate knowledge and 
measurement along pathways for contamination. 

2. Replacement wells ordered by the Environment Department will not solve the 
need for appropriate monitoring of the dump. 

3. NMED recognized the need for additional monitoring of contamination at hot 
spots beneath the dump. The DOE rejected NMED's concern claiming wells at 
the hot spots would damage the dirt cover. Wells must be put at the hot spots 
beneath the dump through the cover or using angled wells from outside the 
footprint of the cover. 

4. It is very important to monitor beneath the unlined pits and trenches in the vadose 
zone from beneath the dump to the water table below. The present plan to 
monitor the vadose zone from beyond the footprint of the dirt cover is 
unacceptable. 

5. A pending study shows plants, animal burrows and ant hills at the dump are 
contaminated and a pathway for releasing Cesium-13 7 and Cobalt-60 to the 
public in Albuquerque. A public hearing is requested regarding the status of this 
and other pathways for contamination to the public and environment. The dirt 
cover will disappear over time and there is no assurance of monitoring for this 
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pathway beyond the next 30 years for the thousands of years that the wastes will 
remain dangerous. 
6. Recently constructed berms built to protect against stormwater at the dump were 

breached by stormwater with pools of water present. Storm water has passed over 
the dump for 5 decades and that can drive contaminants toward groundwater. The 
storm water pathway away from the dump has not been, but must be, studied for 
contamination. 

7. Tritium monitoring for the air pathway must be performed at the dump. A recent 
Institute for Environmental and Energy Research (IEER) study recommends 
lowering tritium exposure by 50 times the current levels due to fetal damage. 

8. Hexavalent chromium is present at well above the EPA limits at monitoring wells 
MWl and MW3. Nickel contamination also exceeds a New Mexico state 
regulatory limit. NMED must require DOE to investigate the nature of the 
chromium and nickel contamination at the locations of these two wells. NMED 
and DOE are not investigating Chromium contamination in groundwater below 
the dump as they are requiring at other DOE sites. 

9. NMED and DOE should release the 2006 TechLaw document they are keeping 
secret from the public about the potential for leaks of contaminants from the 
dump. NMED must require opportunity for public review and comment to 
documents for the replacement of monitoring wells and the long term well 
monitoring plans. NMED must request EPA Laboratory review of the Evaluation 
of the Representativeness and Reliability of Groundwater Monitoring Well Data, 
Mixed Waste Lan4fill, Sandia National Laboratories, by William P. Moats, David 
L. Mayersom, and Brian L. Salem November 2006. 

10. The option of excavation of the dump should be reconsidered. Excavation of 
radioactive and other hazardous waste sites has been performed at Sandia, Los 
Alamos National Laboratory and Idaho National Laboratory. 

Citizen Action New Mexico, POB 4276, Albuquerque, NM 87196-4276 www.radfreenm.org 
Dave McCoy, Director 505 262 1862 dave@),radfrl!enm.org 



Tom Hunter, Director 
Sandia National Laboratories 
1515 Eubank Blvd. SE 
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
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Fax 505-844-1120 

Mr. Ron Curry, Secretary 
New Mexico Environment Department 
POBOX26110 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502 
800 2196157 
FAX 505 827 2836 

Richard Greene 
Regional Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 
800 8876063 
FAX 2146656762 

Dear Sirs, 

1. The Mixed Waste Landfill at Sandia National Laboratories has never had a 
reliable monitoring network for monitoring soil, water, and air pathways for 
delivering contamination to the public and environment. The remedy of a dirt 
cover to be placed over the wastes is not based on accurate knowledge and 
measurement along pathways for contamination. 

2. Replacement wells ordered by the Environment Department will not solve the 
need for appropriate monitoring of the dump. 

3. NMED recognized the need for additional monitoring of contamination at hot 
spots beneath the dump. The DOE rejected NMED's concern claiming wells at 
the hot spots would damage the dirt cover. Wells must be put at the hot spots 
beneath the dump through the cover or using angled wells from outside the 
footprint of the cover. 

4. It is very important to monitor beneath the unlined pits and trenches in the vadose 
zone from beneath the dump to the water table below. The present plan to 
monitor the vadose zone from beyond the footprint of the dirt cover is 
unacceptable. 

5. A pending study shows plants, animal burrows and ant hills at the dump are 
contaminated and a pathway for releasing Cesium-137 and Cobalt-60 to the 
public in Albuquerque. A public hearing is requested regarding the status of this 
and other pathways for contamination to the public and environment. The dirt 
cover will disappear over time and there is no assurance of monitoring for this 
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pathway beyond the next 30 years for the thousands of years that the wastes will 
remain dangerous. 
6. Recently constructed berms built to protect against stormwater at the dump were 

breached by stormwater with pools of water present. Storm water· has passed over 
the dump for 5 decades and that can drive contaminants toward groundwater. The 
storm water pathway away from the dump has not been, but must be, studied for 
contamination. 

7. Tritium monitoring for the air pathway must be performed at the dump. A recent 
Institste for Environmental and Energy Research (IEER) study recommends 
lowering tritium exposure by 50 times the current levels due to fetal damage. 

8. Hexavalent chromium is present at well above the EPA limits at monitoring wells 
MWI and MW3. Nickel contamination also exceeds a New Mexico state 
regulatory limit. NMED must require DOE to investigate the nature of the 
chromium and nickel contamination at the locations of these two wells. NMED 
and DOE are not investigating Chromium contamination in groundwater below 
the dump as they are requiring at other DOE sites. 

9. NMED and DOE should release the 2006 TechLaw document they are keeping 
secret from the public about the potential for leaks of contaminants from the 
dump. NMED must require opportunity for public review and comment to 
documents for the replacement of monitoring wells and the long term well 
monitoring plans. NMED must request EPA Laboratory review of the Evaluation 
of the Representativeness and Reliability of Groundwater Monitoring Well Data, 
Mixed Waste Landfill, Sandia National Laboratories, by William P. Moats, David 
L. Mayersont, and Brian L. Salem November 2006. 

10. The option of excavation of the dump should be reconsidered. Excavation of 
radioactive and other hazardous waste sites has been performed at Sandia, Los 
Alamos National Laboratory and Idaho National Laboratory. , 

Sincerely, 
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Citizen Action New Mexico, POB 4276, Albuquerque, NM 87196-4276 www.radfreenm.org 
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Tom Hunter, Director 
Sandia National Laboratories 
1515 Eubank Blvd. SE 
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
NM Tel. 505-845-0011 
Fax 505-844-1120 

Mr. Ron Curry, Secretary 
New Mexico Environment Department 
POBOX26110 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502 
800 2196157 
FAX 505 827 2836 

Richard Greene 
Regional Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 
800 8876063 
FAX 2146656762 

Dear Sirs, 

1. The Mixed Waste Landfill at Sandia National Laboratories has never had a 
reliable monitoring network for monitoring soil, water, and air pathways for 
delivering contamination to the public and environment. The remedy of a dirt 
cover to be placed over the wastes is not based on accurate knowledge and 
measurement along pathways for contamination. 

2. Replacement wells ordered by the Environment Department will not solve the 
need for appropriate monitoring of the dump. 

3. NMED recognized the need for additional monitoring of contamination at hot 
spots beneath the dump. The DOE rejected NMED's concern claiming wells at 
the hot spots would damage the dirt cover. Wells must be put at the hot spots 
beneath the dump through the cover or using angled wells from outside the 
footprint of the cover. 

4. It is very important to monitor beneath the unlined pits and trenches in the vadose 
zone from beneath the dump to the water table below. The present plan to 
monitor the vadose zone from beyond the footprint of the dirt cover is 
unacceptable. 

5. A pending study shows plants, animal burrows and ant hills at the dump are 
contaminated and a pathway for releasing Cesium-137 and Cobalt-60 to the 
public in Albuquerque. A public hearing is requested regarding the status of this 
and other pathways for contamination to the public and environment. The dirt 
cover will disappear over time and there is no assurance of monitoring for this 



Letter to New Mexico Environment Department, Department of Energy/ Sandia 
National Laboratories, Environmental Protection Agency 

pathway beyond the next 30 years for the thousands of years that the wastes will 
remain dangerous. 
6. Recently constructed berms built to protect against stormwater at the dump were 

breached by storm.water with pools of water present Storm water has passed over 
the dump for 5 decades and that can drive contaminants toward groundwater. The 
storm water pathway away from the dump has not been, but must be, studied for 
contamination. 

7. Tritium monitoring for the air pathway must be performed at the dump. A recent 
Institute for Environmental and Energy Research (IEER) study recommends 
lowering tritium exposure by 50 times the current levels due to fetal damage. 

8. Hexavalent chromium is present at well above the EPA limits at monitoring wells 
MWl and MW3. Nickel contamination also exceeds a New Mexico state 
regulatory limit. NMED must require DOE to investigate the nature of the 
chromium. and nickel contamination at the locations of these two wells. NMED 
and DOE are not investigating Chromium contamination in groundwater below 
the dump as they are requiring at other DOE sites. 

9. NMED and DOE should release the 2006 TechLaw document they are keeping 
secret from the public about the potential for leaks of contaminants from the 
dump. NMED must require opportunity for public review and comment to 
documents for the replacement of monitoring wells and the long term well 
monitoring plans. NMED must request EPA Laboratory review of the Evaluation 
of the Representativeness and Reliability of Groundwater Monitoring Well Data, 
Mixed Waste Landfill, Sandia National Laboratories, by William P. Moats, David 
L. Mayersom, and Brian L. Salem November 2006. 

10. The option of excavation of the dump should be reconsidered. Excavation of 
radioactive and other hazardous waste sites has been performed at Sandia, Los 
Alamos National Laboratory and Idaho National Laboratory. 

Citizen Action New Mexico, POB 4276, Albuquerque, NM 87196-4276 www.radfreenm.Ol]. 
Dave McCoy, Director 505 262 1862 flave@radfre~_n_l!L9r:& 



Tom Hunter, Director 
Sandia National Laboratories 
1515 Eubank Blvd. SE 
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
NM Tel. 505-845-0011 
Fax 505-844-1120 

Mr. Ron Curry, Secretary 
New Mexico Environment Deparbnent 
POBOX26110 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502 
800 2196157 
FAX 505 827 2836 

Richard Greene 
Regional Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 
800 8876063 
FAX 2146656762 

Dear Sirs, 

··......,I 

I. The Mixed Waste Landfill at Sandia National Laboratories has never had a 
reliable monitoring network for monitoring soil, water, and air pathways for 
delivering contamination to the public and environment. The remedy of a dirt 
cover to be placed over the wastes is not based on accurate knowledge and 
measurement along pathways for contamination. 

2. Replacement wells ordered by the Environment Deparbnent will not solve the 
need for appropriate monitoring of the dump. 

3. NMED recognized the need for additional monitoring of contamination at hot 
spots beneath the dump. The DOE rejected NMED's concern claiming wells at 
the hot spots would damage the dirt cover. Wells must be put at the hot spots 
beneath the dump through the cover or using angled wells from outside the 
footprint of the cover. 

4. It is very important to monitor beneath the unlined pits and trenches in the vadose 
zone from beneath the dump to the water table below. The present plan to 
monitor the vadose zone from beyond the footprint of the dirt cover is 
unacceptable. 

5. A pending study shows plants, animal burrows and ant hills at the dump are 
contaminated and a pathway for releasing Cesium-137 and Cobalt-60 to the 
public in Albuquerque. A public hearing is requested regarding the status of this 
and other pathways for contamination to the public and environment. The dirt 
cover will disappear over time and there is no assurance of monitoring for this 
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National Laboratories, Environmental Protection Agency 

pathway beyond the next 30 years for the thousands of years that the wastes will 
remain dangerous. 
6. Recently constructed berms built to protect against stormwater at the dump were 

breached by stonnwater with pools of water present. Storm water has passed over 
the dump for 5 decades and that can drive contaminants toward groundwater. The 
storm water pathway away from the dump has not been, but must be, studied for 
contamination. 

7. Tritium monitoring for the air pathway must be performed at the dump. A recent 
Institute for Environmental and Energy Research (IEER) study recommends 
lowering tritium exposure by 50 times the current levels due to fetal damage. 

8. Hexavalent chromium is present at well above the EPA limits at monitoring wells 
MWl and MW3. Nickel contamination also exceeds a New Mexico state 
regulatory limit. NMED must require DOE to investigate the nature of the 
chromium and nickel contamination at the locations of these two wells. NMED 
and DOE are not investigating Chromium contamination in groundwater below 
the dump as they are requiring at other DOE sites. 

9. NMED and DOE should release the 2006 TechLaw document they are keeping 
secret from the public about the potential for leaks of contaminants from the 
dump. NMED must require opportunity for public review and comment to 
documents for the replacement of monitoring wells and the long term well 
monitoring plans. NMED must request EPA Laboratory review of the Evaluation 
of the Representativeness and Reliability o/Groundwater Monitoring Well Data, 
Mixed Waste Landfill, Sandia National Laboratories, by William P. Moats, David 
L. Mayersont, and Brian L. Salem November 2006. 

l 0. The option of excavation of the dump should be reconsidered. Excavation of 
radioactive and other hazardous waste sites has been performed at Sandia, Los 
Alamos National Laboratory and Idaho National Laboratory. 

Citizen Action New Mexico, POB 4276, Albuquerque, NM 87196-4276 www.radfreenm.org 
Dave McCoy, Director 505 262 1862 dave@radfreenm.org 



Tom Hunter, Director 
Sandia National Laboratories 
1515 Eubank Blvd. SE 
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
NM Tel. 505-845-0011 
Fax 505-844-1120 

Mr. Ron Curry, Secretary 
New Mexico Environment Department 
POBOX26110 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502 
800 2196157 
FAX 505 827 2836 

Richard Greene 
Regional Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 
800 8876063 
FAX 2146656762 

Dear Sirs, 

1. The Mixed Waste Landfill at Sandia National Laboratories has never had a 
reliable monitoring network for monitoring soil, water, and air pathways for 
delivering contamination to the public and environment. The remedy of a dirt 
cover to be placed over the wastes is not based on accurate knowledge and 
measurement along pathways for contamination. 

2. Replacement wells ordered by the Environment Department will not solve the 
need for appropriate monitoring of the dump. 

3. NMED recognized the need for additional monitoring of contamination at hot 
spots beneath the dump. The DOE rejected NMED's concern claiming wells at 
the hot spots would damage the dirt cover. Wells must be put at the hot spots 
beneath the dump through the cover or using angled wells from outside the 
footprint of the cover. 

4. It is very important to monitor beneath the unlined pits and trenches in the vadose 
zone from beneath the dump to the water table below. The present plan to 
monitor the vadose zone from beyond the footprint of the dirt cover is 
unacceptable. 

5. A pending study shows plants, animal burrows and ant hills at the dump are 
contaminated and a pathway for releasing Cesium-137 and Cobalt-60 to the 
public in Albuquerque. A public hearing is requested regarding the status of this 
and other pathways for contamination to the public and environment. The dirt 
cover will disappear over time and there is no assurance of monitoring for this 
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National Laboratories, Environmental Protection Agency 

pathway beyond the next 30 years for the thousands of years that the wastes will 
remain dangerous. 
6. Recently constructed berms built to protect against storm.water at the dump were 

breached by storm.water with pools of water present. Storm water has' passed over 
the dump for 5 decades and that can drive contaminants toward groundwater. The 
storm water pathway away from the dump has not been, but must be, studied for 
contamination. 

7. Tritium monitoring for the air pathway must be performed at the dump. A recent 
Institute for Environmental and Energy Research (IEER) study recommends 
lowering tritium exposure by 50 times the current levels due to fetal damage. 

8. Hexavalent chromium is present at well above the EPA limits at monitoring wells 
MWI and MW3. Nickel contamination also exceeds a New Mexico state 
regulatory limit. NMED must require DOE to investigate the nature of the 
chromium and nickel contamination at the locations of these two wells. NMED 
and DOE are not investigating Chromium contamination in groundwater below 
the dump as they are requiring at other DOE sites. 

9. NMED and DOE should release the 2006 TechLaw docliment they are keeping 
secret from the public about the potential for leaks of contaminants from the 
dump. NMED must require opportunity for public review and comment to 
documents for the replacement of monitoring wells and the long term well 
monitoring plans. NMED must request EPA Laboratory review of the Evaluation 
of the Representativeness and Reliability of Groundwater Monitoring Well Data, 
Mixed Waste Landfill, Sandia National Laboratories, by William P. Moats, David 
L. Mayersom, and Brian L. Salem November 2006. 

10. The option of excavation of the dump should be reconsidered. Excavation of 
radioactive and other hazardous waste sites has been performed at Sandia, Los 
Alamos National Laboratory and Idaho National Laboratory. 

Sincerely, 

Citizen Action New Mexico, POB 4276, Albuquerque, NM 87196-4276 www.radfrecnm.org 
Dave McCoy, Director 505 262 1862 dave@radfreenm.Qrg 



Tom Hunter, Director 
Sandia National Laboratories 
1515 Eubank Blvd. SE 
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
NM Tel. 505-845-0011 
Fax 505-844-1120 

Mr. Ron Curry, Secretary 
New Mexico Environment Department 
PO BOX26110 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502 
800 2196157 
FAX 505 827 2836 

Richard Greene 
Regional Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 
800 8876063 
FAX 2146656762 

Dear Sirs, 

1. The Mixed Waste Landfill at Sandia National Laboratories has never had a 
reliable monitoring network for monitoring soil, water, and air pathways for 
delivering contamination to the public and environment. The remedy of a dirt 
cover to be placed over the wastes is not based on accurate knowledge and 
measurement along pathways for contamination. 

2. Replacement wells ordered by the Environment Department will not solve the 
need for appropriate monitoring of the dump. 

3. NMED recognized the need for additional monitoring of contamination at hot 
spots beneath the dump. The DOE rejected NMED's concern claiming wells at 
the hot spots would damage the dirt cover. Wells must be put at the hot spots 
beneath the dump through the cover or using angled wells from outside the 
footprint of the cover. 

4. It is very important to monitor beneath the unlined pits and trenches in the vadose 
zone from beneath the dump to the water table below. The present plan to 
monitor the vadose zone from beyond the footprint of the dirt cover is 
unacceptable. 

5. A pending study shows plants, animal burrows and ant hills at the dump are 
contaminated and a pathway for releasing Cesium-137 and Cobalt-60 to the 
public in Albuquerque. A public hearing is requested regarding the status of this 
and other pathways for contamination to the public and environment. The dirt 
cover will disappear over time and there is no assurance of monitoring for this 
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pathway beyond the next 30 years for the thousands of years that the wastes will 
remain dangerous. 
6. Recently constructed berms built to protect against stonnwater at the dump were 

breached by stonnwater with pools of water present. Storm water has passed over 
the dump for 5 decades and that can drive contaminants toward groundwater. The 
stonn water pathway away from the dump has not been, but must be, studied for 

· contamination. 
7. Tritium monitoring for the air pathway must be performed at the dump. A recent 

Institute for Environmental and Energy Research (IEER) study recommends 
lowering tritium exposure by 50 times the current levels due to fetal damage. 

8. Hexavalent chromium is present at well above the EPA limits at monitoring wells 
MWI and MW3. Nickel contamination also exceeds a New Mexico state 
regulatory limit. NMED must require DOE to investigate the nature of the 
chromium and nickel contamination at the locations of these two wells. NMED 
and DOE are not investigating Chromium contamination in groundwater below 
the dump as they are requiring at other DOE sites. 

9. NMED and DOE should release the 2006 TechLaw document they are keeping 
secret from the public about the potential for leaks of contaminants from the 
dump. NMED must require opportunity for public review and comment to 
documents for the replacement of monitoring wells and the long tenn well 
monitoring plans. NMED must request EPA Laboratory review of the Evaluation 
of the Representativeness aru:I Reliability a/Groundwater Monitoring Well Data, 
Mixed Waste Landfill, Sandia National Laboratories, by William P. Moats, David 
L. Mayersom, and Brian L. Salem November 2006. 

10. The option of excavation of the dump should be reconsidered. Excavation of 
radioactive and other hazardous waste sites has been performed at Sandia, Los 
Alamos National Laboratory and Idaho National Laboratory. 
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Tom Hunter, Director 
Sandia National Laboratories 
1515 Eubank Blvd. SE 
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
NM Tel. 505-845-0011 
Fax 505-844-1120 

Mr. Ron Curry, Secrptary 
New Mexico Environment Department 
POBOX26110 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502 
800 2196157 
FAX 505 827 2836 

Richard Greene 
Regional Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 
800 8876063 
FAX 2146656762 

Dear Sirs, 

1. The Mixed Waste Landfill at Sandia National Laboratories has never had a 
reliable monitoring network for monitoring soil, water, and air pathways for 
delivering contamination to the public and environment. The remedy of a dirt 
cover to be placed over the wastes is not based on accurate knowledge and 
measurement along pathways for contamination. 

2. Replacement wells ordered by the Environment Department will not solve the 
need for appropriate monitoring of the dump. 

3. NMED recognized the need for additional monitoring of contamination at hot 
spots beneath the dump. The DOE rejected NMED's concern claiming wells at 
the hot spots would damage the dirt cover. Wells must be put at the hot spots 
beneath the dump through the cover or using angled wells from outside the 
footprint of the cover. 

4. It is very important to monitor beneath the wtlined pits and trenches in the vadose 
zone from beneath the dump to the water table below. The present plan to 
monitor the vadose zone from beyond the footprint of the dirt cover is 
unacceptable. 

5. A pending study shows plants, animal burrows and ant hills at the dump are 
contaminated and a pathway for releasing Cesium-137 and Cobalt-60 to the 
public in Albuquerque. A public hearing is requested regarding the status of this 
and other pathways for contamination to the public and environment. The dirt 
cover will disappear over time and there is no assurance of monitoring for this 



Letter to New Mexico Environment Department, Department of Energy/ Sandia 
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pathway beyond the next 30 years for the thousands of years that the wastes will 
remain dangerous. 
6. Recently constructed berms built to protect against storm.water at the dump were 

breached by storm.water with pools of water present. Storm water has passed over 
the dump for 5 decades and that can drive contaminants toward groundwater. The 
storm water pathway away from the dump has not been, but must be, studied for 
contamination. 

7. Tritium monitoring for the air pathway must be performed at the dump. A recent 
Institute for Environmental and Energy Research (JEER) study recommends 
lowering tritium exposure by 50 times the current levels due to fetal damage. 

8. Hexavalent chromium is present at well above the EPA limits at monitoring wells 
MWI and MW3. Nickel contamination also exceeds a New Mexico state 
regulatory limit. NMED must require DOE to investigate the nature of the 
chromium and nickel contamination at the locations of these two wells. NMED 
and DOE are not investigating Chromium contamination in groundwater below 
the dump as they are requiring at other DOE sites. 

9. NMED and DOE should release the 2006 TechLaw document they are keeping 
secret from the public about the potential for leaks of contaminants from the 
dump. NMED must require opportunity for public review and comment to 
documents for the replacement of monitoring wells and the long term well 
monitoring plans. NMED must request EPA Laboratory review of the Evaluation 
of the Representativeness and Reliability of Groundwater Monitoring Well Data, 
Mixed Waste Lantffill, Sandia National Laboratories, by William P. Moats, David 
L. Mayersom, and Brian L. Salem November 2006. 

10. The option of excavation of the dump should be reconsidered. Excavation of 
radioactive and other hazardous waste sites has been performed at Sandia, Los 
Alamos National Laboratory and Idaho National Laboratory. 

Citizen Action New Mexico, POB 4276, Albuquerque, NM 87196-4276 www .radfrec:mn.o.rg 
Dave McCoy, Director 505 262 1862 dave@.radfreenm.org 



Tom Hunter, Director 
Sandia National Laboratories 
1515 Eubank Blvd. SE 
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
NM Tel. 505-845-0011 
Fax 505-844-1120 

Mr. Ron Curry, Secretary 
New Mexico Environment Department 
POBOX26110 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502 
800 2196157 
FAX 505 827 2836 

Richard Greene 
Regional Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 
800 8876063 
FAX 2146656762 

Dear Sirs, 

1. The Mixed Waste Landfill at Sandia National Laboratories has never had a 
reliable monitoring network for monitoring soil, water, and air pathways for 
delivering contamination to the public and environment. The remedy of a dirt 
cover to be placed over the wastes is not based on accurate knowledge and 
measurement along pathways for contamination. 

2. Replacement wells ordered by the Environment Department will not solve the 
need for appropriate monitoring of the dump. 

3. NMED recognized the need for additional monitoring of contamination at hot 
spots beneath the dump. The DOE rejected NMED's concern claiming wells at 
the hot spots would damage the dirt cover. Wells must be put at the hot spots 
beneath the dump through the cover or using angled wells from outside the 
footprint of the cover. 

4. It is very important to monitor beneath the unlined pits and trenches in the vadose 
zone from beneath the dump to the water table below. The present plan to 
monitor the vadose zone from beyond the footprint of the dirt cover is 
unacceptable. 

5. A pending study shows plants, animal burrows and ant hills at the dump are 
contaminated and a pathway for releasing Cesium-13 7 and Cobalt-60 to the 
public in Albuquerque. A public hearing is requested regarding the status of this 
and other pathways for contamination to the public and environment. The dirt 
cover will disappear over time and there is no assurance of monitoring for this 
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pathway beyond the next 30 years for the thousands of years that the wastes will 
remain dangerous. 
6. Recently constructed berms built to protect against stormwater at the dump were 

breached by stormwater with pools of water present. Storm water has passed over 
the dump for 5 decades and that can drive contaminants toward groundwater. The 
storm water pathway away from the dump has not been, but must be, studied for 
contamination. 

7. Tritium monitoring for the air pathway must be performed at the dump. A recent 
Institute for Environmental and Energy Research (JEER) study recommends 
lowering tritium exposure by 50 times the current levels due to fetal damage. 

8. Hexavalent chromium is present at well above the EPA limits at monitoring wells 
MWl and MW3. Nickel contamination also exceeds a New Mexico state 
regulatory limit. NMED must require DOE to investigate the nature of the 
chromium and nickel contamination at the locations of these two wells. NMED 
and DOE are not investigating Chromium contamination in groundwater below 
the dump as they are requiring at other DOE sites. 

9. NMED and DOE should release the 2006 TechLaw document they are keeping 
secret from the public about the potential for leaks of contaminants from the 
dump. NMED must require opportunity for public review and comment to 
documents for the replacement of monitoring wells and the long term well 
monitoring plans. NMED must request EPA Laboratory review of the Evaluation 
of the Representativeness and Reliability of Groundwater Monitoring Well Data, 
Mixed Waste Lan4fill, Sa7Ulia National Laboratories, by William P. Moats, David 
L. Mayerson1, and Brian L. Salem November 2006. 

10. The option of excavation of the dump should be reconsidered. Excavatio~ of 
radioactive and other hazardous waste sites has been performed at Sandia, Los 
Alamos National Laboratory and Idaho National Laboratory. 

Citizen Action New Mexico, POB 4276, Albuquerque, NM 87196-4276 www.radfreenm.org 
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