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John E. Wilks, Ill
1115 Republic Road
Winston, NM 87943
July 18, 2019
New Mexico Environmental
Hazardous Waste Bureau
Post Office Box 5469
Santa Fe, NM 87502-5469
Re: Sandia National

Department

Laboratory-Mixed

Waste Landfill (Corrective

Measure

Implementation

Plan)

Dear Regulators:
I urge the Department, in response to it's 5-Year Review, to order that the contents of the
Sandia Laboratory's Mixed Waste Landfill, located four miles east of Mesa del Sol, excavated
and transported for off-site disposal.
Cappinq is not disposal ! The literature is replete with instances in which "engineered
dirt" or
asphalt caps, of radioactive and toxic materials, over the long term, deteriorated, breached, or
otherwise failed to adequately prevent surface and sub-surface leakage of the materials that
were placed seemingly placed "out of sight; out of mind" by capping. Capping may be
relatively inexpensive and expedient; it is not an alternative to industry best practices
handling, disposal, or more appropriate storage regimes. Capping is inconsistent with tenets
of the Precautionary
Principle for persistent toxic and radioactive chemicals such as those
found in the landfill.
Sandia's 5-Year Review proposed that planning and implementation
for excavation and offsite
disposal of radioactive and toxic chemical wastes in the mixed waste landfill (MWL) is feasible
and can be done safely. Sandia states that the process can begin by the NM Environmental
Department issuance to Sandia of an Order to produce an excavation Corrective Measures
Implementation
Plan (CMI Plan). Sandia's 5-Year Plan Review provides the evidentiary
basis for the NMED to go forward with an Order for Excavation and Evacuation.
Sandia states (Review Section 5.4) that the preferred alternative is excavation with offsite
disposal as a remedy rather than the onsite disposal alternative. According to the Sandia's 5Year Review: excavation with offsite disposal, as compared to onsite disposal, presents less
cost, less risk to workers and the public, less time, a smaller footprint, less time devoted to
regulatory matters and state that disposal pathways currently exist offsite for the disposal of
all wastes along with available onsite processing facilities. Excavation could allow the current
site of the dump to become available for industrial use. Excavation can be accomplished
by
conventional and remote controlled robotic equipment. Radionuclides such as Cobalt 60 and
Tritium have decayed to levels that are acceptable for worker safety.
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