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CUg til dllnlptnpe 

Mr. Mark Weidler 
Secretary 

P.O. BOX 1293 AL8VOUERQL:E,NEWMeXIC087103 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

-··-· --· ---··-·~-

Co. 

New Mexic-o Environment Department 
1190 St. Francis Drive 

Oept. 

P. 0. Box 968 
Santa Fe, New Mexl~ 87504-0968 

Subject; Spartan Tethnology's Ground Water Contamination at their 
Coors Road Facility 

Dear Secretary Weidler: 

P. 01 

I under51Bnd from your staff that you ara meeting tomorrow with rep,..ematf'Ves of Spart011 
Corporation who wish to discuss with yo" the sround water contamination emanatinJ.from their 
Coors Road fad lity in Albuquerque. Sparton CorpoNtlon has dearly revealed their intent to resist 
dean-up of rh• c:ontamiNtlon. Sparton 's November 6, 1995 reply to a lenw from the Environmental 
Protection Agency dated Oaober 3, 1995 mi.seonstrues the hydroloclc:, water supply, and policy 
facts that are rel~t to protection and clean-up of the ground water thar Spanon has c:ontaminatea. 
I will prepare a pcint·by-polnt response to their l«ter in the near f~ture. 

Because this detailed response I& not yet available1 I wanted you to know of the City of 
Albuquerque's concern reprdlns the Spartan around water contamination Mfore your meeting. 
The Incompletely characterized but actively spreadina plume of chlorinated solvents emanating from 
the Spartan Corporation Coors Road Facility Is conuuninatlns .,ound water that Is needed for 
m~polltan area drinking water $Upply. It Is loated in an area desil"ated by the 
Albuquerqu&'Bemalfllo County Oround Water Protection Pollc:y and Ac!fon Plan 11 crudal for lfOund 
water quality protec:tion. The City's CUI'I"ent water supply master pfan designates this area for a future 
well field. ft is one of the few ln!H in metropoJitan Albuquerque wher& the State Engineer's Rio 
Grande Task Force recommendations would allow new wells to be drilled. The c:ontaminarlon Is In 
the path of rec:harse water, whldl flows from me Rio Crande to nearby well flelds located to. the 
west. Effective rmnl!diation IIOWS mora difficult and expensive with every p~sing day as the 
contamination continues to spread. SpartOn's November 6 letter denies that the above are true or 
states that these factors are irrelevant. I disagree. 

I appreciate rhe New Mexico Environment Department's concam resardinl c:lean·up of this 
contamination. Your assistance is requested to assure that an ~equate clean-up prosram basins u 
soon as possible at thl' site. 

Sin~rvly yours, 

Norman Caume, P. E. 
Manaser, Water Resouras Prosr•m 

THE CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE IS AN EQUAL OPPOA'tUNilY /REASONASLE ACCOMMOOATION EMPLOYIR =-


