
·.SeNT BY:USEPA-Reg 6@Da II as, T)(: 12- 8-95 2:51PM 

SPARTaN 

December 8, 1 995 

Mr. Mark E. Weidler 
Secretary 
New Mexico Envtronment Department 
1190 St Francis Drive 
Santa Fe, NM 87502 

Dear Mark: 
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This letter follows up and confirms our settlement discussions this Wednesday, in which 
we committed to work with you to amicably reach consensus on a remedy. The 
culmination of this commitment will be a proposal to the State of New Mexico for 
remediation action at our Coors Road, Albuquerque, New Mexico EPA site. Upon 
understanding the nOiture of its impact oil tha environment in the early 80'&, Spsrton 
sought to work with both the State and Fede!'al regulators in bringing about a resolution 
of the impact. For the last 11 year9, we have eXpended $5.3 million in regulatory 
compliance matters Including the installation of a pump and treat facility at the Coolli 
Road site_ We believe we have fully complied with the terms of the Administrative Order 
on Consent which was signed in 1988. 

Aa I mentioned, we have been surprised by the lack of interest In this matter by the 
State of New Mexico from the late 80's to about 1993. Any perceived delay in selecting 
a final remedy haa no·l been due to l\lny failure by Sparton to comply with this regulatory 
precess. If we had implemented a remedy selection without EPA and NMED 
concurrence, we believe that It would have been fraught with great risk to Spartan and 
subject to renegotiation at some future date in the event that any regulator was not 
satlsfled with our action. Therefore we cho~ not to implement a final remedy on our 
own without full discussion, understanding and agreement to ·the action by EPA In 
Dallas. 

In simple terms, here Is what Spartan w•nt& to accomplish. 

1. We certainly agree that there is impacted groundwater under the soil at the site. To 
the extent there is a suitable and cost effective remedy available, we intend to 
implement it. The only caveats we have to any potential teennical solution is that it 
be capabte of providing a meaningful level of cleanup and, from an economic 
standpoint, be a solution that we can financially afford to fund. 

2. We want to deal with remedy selection only once. 

3. We would like all state and federal regulatory agenCies to agree to this one chosen 
remedy selection. 
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As· I m&ntianed on the phone, I vi&it&d with Herb Johnston at Battelle in Columbus, Ohio 
on Tuesday. Herb made me aware of two relatively new technologies which have been 
used in other remediation actions. He believes that they may have application in cur 
case. I have forwarded to him a technical review package which will provide him and his 
p&ople suitable background information. Coupled with a trip to the site. this should 
enable them to form both an opinion and a proposal. It l! Important to me that our 
ultimate proposal to you represent the best science available in a reasonable cost and 
timing model whleh hEts the best opportunity to be successful. At this point, I cannot 
speak for Battelles' timing, however, my sttnse Is that It may take them several month$ 
to come to a conclusion that they are comfortable in recommending. I expect to talk to 
them in about a week to get their initial reaction, which I will be more than happy to 
share with you. I do appreciate your wi.llingness t.o give us some extra time and will 
furnish you with 1.11 monthty status report en your fax machine as to our progress with 
Battelle as this study moves forward. In tt)e event you nave questions about this or any 
other matter concerning the site, feel tree'tc can me directly. 

David W. Hockenbrocht 
President 

DWH:akf 

cc: Herb Johnston .. Battelle 
Dick Mico- Spartan, Altruquerque 

i/R. Jan Appel - Spartan, Jackson 

Herbert Johnston 
Vice President 
6attelle Memorial Institute 
614-424~5529 
FAX 614-424-5263 

TOTAL P.03 



..,1 "":::~ BY:USEPA-Reg 6@Da!Ias, TX·J2- 8-95; 2:50PM CAED, DIR OFFICE_. 5058274389:# 1/ 3 

TO: Ron K~rn 
NMEJl 

FROM: Vinccrtt MnloU. (6EN-IIX) 

CC: 
"' 
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FAX TltANSMJSSION SHEET 

U.S. EPA, REGION 6 
EN~'ORCEMEN'f DIVJSION 

HAZARDOUS WASTE ENFORCEMENT BRANCH 
TECHNICAL SECfiON 

TRANSMISSION DATE; Dcce01ber 8, 1995 

Phone #: 505-827-1560 FAX#: 505-827-1544 

Phone #: 214-665-~3.13 FAX#: 214-665~7446 

Phone#: FAX#: 
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