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Judge's Crack Remark Draws Fire 
from PAGE 81 

ary 1987, also attended. He said he 
found out about the meeting from 
state District Judge Tommy Jewell, 
who encouraged him to explain him
self. 
· "As a judge, I have some sympa
thy for comments made particular
ly in the heat of custody arraign-
.... n·~·,-" ,_...,;rl Tnl~·nll n:hP ;C:: TH~rk 

Some people at the meeting want
ed more drastic action, suggesting 
Gentry should be removed from the 
judiciary, Hoppes said. Others 
mostly wanted an apology. 

"My feeling is I don't think at this 
time I could say Judge Gentry is a 
racist or if he was saying something 
to hurt a certain race," said Herb 
Edmon, a retired firefighter and 
communitv activist. He said the 

However, he suggested that the 
statement might have shaken pe(}
ple up enough to initiate needed dia
logue about drug problems. 

"Crack dealers are coming in 
from all over the country to prey on 
us, and they focus on poor and 
underprivileged areas, and they 
ravage thein," Gentry said. 

Perhaps' his perspective on the 
impact of crack on the Black com-
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"It was a very weird day," Taylor 
said, because it was one of the first 
days of a District Attorney's Office 
policy not to prosecute certain drug 
cases. 

Taylor said that one of her first 
thoughts after hearing Gentry's 
comment was that it was a reflec
tion on his frustration of not prose
cuting drug cases. 

"It was poorly phrased without a 
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