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Pollution,threatens water, City says 1 
~ 

Mayor seeks authority 
· for court action to force Sparton 

Technology to clean up 
contamination that has reached 
the city water SUPP!Y· 

By oennls Domrzalskl 

. ' .. ~ 

ene, or TOO, and chromium has reached county." wells to water customers without treatment 
the city's underground water supply and is The resolution will be introduced at "The resolution recognizes the imminent 
contained in a half-mile plume that is Monday night's City Council meeting. and substantial threat or endangerment that 
spreading up to 300 feet a year to the north- Sparton officials in Rio RanchO referred· · is posed by the contamination," 0 'De a 
west along the Calabacillas Arroyo, said questions to their cotpOrate ~in _said. "It also recognizes the value of our 
Assislant City Attorney Gary O'Dea. . .Jackson, Mich. The beadq~ .bad · · gr<>Wldwater resource." 

Thetontamination concerns city officials closed for business FricJay ~lbeTri- _,' Sparton has been operating under a con-
. · because the arroyo has recently been iden- bune called. . ,. ·"" '. "·'; · sent decree with the U.S. Environmental 

tmed as_a ''recharge windoW'' by the U.S. TCE coneentrati6i1Sofup tO C$00 times · Protection Agency for the past "few years," 
Bureau ofReclamation. Recharge win- thefederaldrinkingstandaldof5parlsper · O'Dea said Severalmonitoringwellstrack 

. . . . dows are unique hydrological structures millionbavettimedup_iiirnoD:ifuririgwells the contamination. But it has moved be-
City Hall wants to force a qwck cleanup through which water can easily seep into not far fiorD the site. The contamination is yond the monitoring wells, and Sparton ap-

TRIBUNE REPORTER 

of groundwater chemical pollution spread- underground water tables. moving up to 10 acres a year andu drop- ' pears to be ~luctant to drill more; the fact 
ing fiorD a now-closed West Side electron- · . City officials have identified the arroyo ping deeper into the aquifer, city officials sheet says. . 
ics plant . . . . . . as a way of potentially recharging the ·say. · ·· .·.· ·· . · · ·· ··· • • i. . . · "The comments recently sent by Spartort 

Mayor Martin Chavez's administration aquifer by letting the San Juan/Chama wa- s~·OJ)eratedthe plant from. 1961 to: '·tO the (Environmen1Bl Protection Agency)· 
.. sent a resolution to the City Cmmcil Friday tet it owns seep through. 1994:. From 1961 to 1980, ~solvents w«t' .;:£-SUggest-that Spsrtott will resist ant attempt .. 
. asldng for~l#}lorityto go to comt to force .· ·"We-~ the prob~em is _signi~cant . "disposed.ofin\lsump HQedonlywithco&-"','by-the _EPA to imprOve on the system cur~ · 

' Spartonlfedhnologylnc;, tocleanupsolvalt. .. ·tnoughtbattt~ts immediate action," crete blocks fi:omwhichtbe solyentperco- ·rently m place," the fact sheet says. · 
contanililatioo from its old plant near Coors said City Hall's Chief Administrative Of- lated into the gr6und," siJys a city fact sheet . O'Dea said he hoped the contamination 
Road and Irving Boulevard Northwest. fleer Lawrence Rael. "We need to protect The contamination is of (j()llcem because could be cleanee up quickly Without going 

The contamination from trichloroethyl- the city's interest and the interest of the water is pwnped directly from t.mderground to court. 
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