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MAY 1, 199'1 

[ndustry Briefs 

EPA Lifts Fed.eral V/ork San 
At American Envl'ronmental FacUlty 

ELWR has learned that the Ezsvlroametal Protection 
AleJSC1'S Reafon VIIII lw Jiyel1 approval fer Amerfc.an 
Enmomnmtal Nerwork•s Phoenix, Ariz. l.&boruory tl> 

beJin per!cnninJ fad&t'll contrac.t work. tollowin: what h: 
bun a volunwy ban placed on the !adlhy due to violatio 
comm.ittecl by tho lab'; previous owner. On Febrtmy 5, 
1996, Amcric2n Enviromnentai Network. a national 
envjronmentallaboraccny, bought the Analytical Teclmok 
:fes Inc. laboratory loeltcd Jn Phoen.i%. Prior to the u.le, 
the EPA h2d suspended th• Analy\ic:al Tccbnololiu 
laboratory becallio of evidence it r~eeived d~Xumtnring 
laboratory data fraud u the !acUity. 

Subsequent to the EPA!s suspension, A:Wycial Tech· 
noloJics settle4 a criminal actioft brcueht by the U'.S. 
Attorney's Office in Phoenix and asrccd to pay a penalty c 
Sl.l million dollars, accordin1 to EPA officials. At the tim, 
ot the sale, Analytical Tcchnolo:iea had been worldnc witl­
the EPA to c:orrect its laboratorj problems a.nd to revise its 

proCedures but had not completed the t.uk.. ~ a. ruulr, 

wh•n Americ:an Environmental bousht the lzbaratory, the 
CPA asbd the La.b to a:reo to a 11VO]unta:y exclusion." 
wbic:h meant it could nee bid on, federal govemment work 
until the problcm.~ were eotreetcd. 

Accordini to &Jency officials. American Envt:onmcr: 
tal willinilY agreed to EPA's request and worked coop· 

eratively with the &gency to correct iu proecaurcs. On 
February 2. 1997, Stephen R.em&ley, an EPA Region 
VI!U technical project officer, conducted ~ on·site visi· 
of the 11bcratory to evaluate the intern&! qu.a.lity usur­
ance prc1ram and oversiiht procedures the new compan 

had implemented. Based on Remaley's visit. it was 
deten:nined th3t Americ3n Environmentsl h~d success· 
fully implemented a program of oversiJht and trainins 
~d that adequa1e iteps had bun tak~n to prevent a.ny 
re::urr:n~ of the problems that occun"ed at A.~aiytic~ 
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