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. Douglas Meiklejohn Beely
o7 Execitive Director
o New Meéxica Environmental Law Center
oo 1408 Londiss St., Suite 8
T .San!a Fe, New- Mmco B7505 May 3. 200}

. .Dear Mr. Melkeijohn,
, . i, The Board of Directors of Fambrouxh Water Coo, ve respectlnlly requests your assistance in
sl T contacting the Environmental Protection fgxlané Environmental Justice Division coacerning
R AT the Erintsic Park Hazardous Waste: Tmmnt Storage and Disposal Facility slated for east of
FooTT 0T Roswedlin Range 315 Township 115 Seeliops 17 and (8 We are located just gouth of Hagerman,
... New-Menica, we have approximately 150 méters and the vast myjority of people we serve are poor
- and Hisprnic with very litde formal: sducauun. Most of these people do not ulilize Englich as thelr
primary languege and 1nany cannot evea read Spanish.

The Board reccived a leust of concem. signed by a quorum of our menibers, directing s 10 contact
you with respect to their needs and requests.

. Thpu'conccm inctude, byt sre not limited to:
. 1. Being laft out of the process becsuse of a language barrier.
2. Heslth threats poﬁed by the proposed facility.

3. Seclosconontic and ethric implications regarding the geograptical placement of tiis
aod other anularfac:lmr.s. 8%78

4. Aruship end the public comment pariod befare the public is (ully informed and bas
opportunity to respond. |

,~Theh nneda mcludc but ars nov. lkmled to:

1. Brochures in Spmah cxplabnlng sxactly what «a RCRA Sulxile CTSDF is. how il
works &ad how it caeffectitheir health.

2 Bfooburu in Spanish uplnimng exaclly whal esch of the 491 compounds of
Attachment 'K’ of the draft:permiit are, what the chemical and physical propetties of eack
compoand mand whanbc Koown health implications of e2ch compound are,

3, A certified translator for informal question aad answer sessions,

4. A cenified trenslator for the public hearlng.

S. Assistance in fcitltating an infarmed publlc comment from Individuali who desire (0
commaunicale with tne Mﬁ)
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iy « - Their requests include, but are not fiuited to;

_ 1. A thorough education of, and direct disseminution of infarmation o the entire Hispanic
community in Chaves, Lea, Roosavell, and Curry Counties.

2. Solicitation of funds from the EPA for those previously mentiuned education and
. dissemipetion cfforts av mandated by Executive Order l?«é’&

3. Saticitation of funds for an investigation into possitie environmanial justice issues. and
deliberale misrepresentation of ihie facility in the niedia by ils operatars.

4. Corrective action corresponding to the resulls of the previously requested investigaton.

S. Suspension cf the May 1S, 200] deadlinc for the publie comment period mdcfinitely
until these concerns, needs and tequests ave been satisficd,

.- Fhe Board fecls compelied 1o state that this correspondence has bern generated at the request of A
C.7 " quorum of our ,cnexal;!c membership, Out by-laws allow the coopenﬁ%e members to d?rgct the Board
B 3'?1'Q~-.ck~en.be'~h;alg of the membership biody when so directed. It is obvious 1o the Board that this
. -contingeat of members enjays a statys well beyond @ simple quorum of cur membership. This ixsue
- -has generated a.greater response among our people than any other that this Board can collectively
- . ‘gecall, Hénce, our action. ‘

- It.appears to our membars, and this Board concurs, that cur situstion is not unique. Wo collectively
* - behsve that & scase of disenfrunchisement, the prominence of 2 communication barvier, a 1ack of
+';o 1 effort 1o'overcome it by the NMED and GM, and a perception of being takea advaniage of by this
“ . industry.are serious concertis. We alsd contend that these soncems would be commonty held belicls
*  beyend oiir cross section of the Hispanic community If all of the fucts were known,

Gl Wey the Boaed of disectors of the Fambrough Water Cooperative, must state usequivocaliy for e
~ Tt record that we, as 2 cooperative and as individusls, have no funds available for asiy of the efTons
_detailed in this corespondenco, Weare a reflection of cur members and are forend o rely upon
‘outsido assistance for the éfforts detailed herein. We percejve the concerns, nieads. and requests of
sur members to be sincere, valid, and with meritl. We respoctiully request your assigance and
expertise in addressing the meny Issues of our-membership. We request that you ask the EPA 1o
. uphold its’ mandaete and seck 10 identify the ooeds of Hitpanics throughout southeastern New
Mexico. We arge you (o intervene and suspend the pablic comment periad deadline indefiniely until
the Hispanic community in southcastern New Mexico can elimisate their disenfranchisement.

. Thank you for your atlention to thls matter, . ‘ @1’

. ' Fambeough Water Cooporative {, N‘(‘ (‘/ODQ
- 6. Chaves County Commigsioner Hobeoo NM Siale Reps D, Foley, . Ponce, A. Wilson, D. Whitaher,
. Bration, M. Uniaate, Jr.: £ Roberts, NM State Send 8. Ingle, T. Jeuntings, R. Adair.

- NM Atorncy General P. Madrid



