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"THIS COULD BE HAPPENING IN NEW MEXICO" 

AND 
!S A GOOD EXAMPLE OF WHY THE TRIASSIC PARK WASTE DISPOSAL FACILITY 

!S NEEDED NOW. 

Hazardous Waste 

Tenn. ~n firm to Pay $867,320 
In ICRA· Crilillnal case on Solwnt Disposal . . ' . . .. 

A T11nnesse= constnsction company~(! its J'(ianage. 
ment .'were ordered by a federal. court JulY 13 to 
·P•Y.'·$1§157;320 for d~al of solvera ta v{ol~ 

ot the RaouJU. Co~~n amd Recovery k:t {UriiMJ 
S~:c.:s v. Si.mpser1, E.D. 't11nn., No. l :O~Ri-168, 
7/.l!/01). 

· SlmJ'SOft Construedon Co., of Cle'lleland, T•IUI., the 
Ov.'l'Jef, Cla.'1~ Simpson, 11Z1d e:D?ploycc .. blpb Hicks 
i;ituded' gt.iilcy Jan. 29 to charges stemming from .the 
way ·.i:ne· · ¢0aipany d~ed or solvsnis Uied to clean 
pahl.ri?lg eqwpment. · · · · 

The payinenu Mdarad !ly tl!!.e coun fnc:lude: · 
• a s2s;o~o ~ertl fine; ,. . 
• $75,000 ror tral.n1ng company employees ln envi· 

rOr.im~tal . and. O,thiCal !Seuell from th• Onivercity of 
Temiessee· Cc#c-r for lnduatri&l Service.; . * $100,~0o ro the Univaslty afTa.nnesseetD d~op 
victeos for rn&ining ~~tfon wor~rs In enwon.~·· 
m~~ C\an;,gement; · · 
· a con~ of ptoperty worth $209.000 to the dtY 

of Cleveland; · · · · · · · " 

• SJ00,000 to Aloe-ate a C10ncreta mixing facility on 
the'~on.ttruction cemipmy's property; 

Ii and $358,S20 to re$tore the site to i~ nacural state 
fQr \!&& as a ~adt. 
; Fo~lo~· the aente:nce. a company offic:i.al quca· 

tiotied the in1/eStlgati:ve tactics of law enfo~t off'i. 
~all and thtJev.i of .the fine. · · *~(~ to ll Ju1y 16 ~t tram the Depart· 

.. menfe)(J~. compiuly employees poured was.te sol· 

. vet1ts onto llV~ and other refµae U)d bl.Im~ ~tin a pit. 
The aolvcrit waste was h.ighly nammahle. "Th.is ig&t

ability made lt a hau.zdou11 wutc within the m~ng of 
the Re$OU~e Conservii.tion and Recovery ~ .. ?M POJ 
s~atemertt said. 

·. A joint :sta~fedt:ral East Tennessee EnviroMtenw 
cnmeS 'raSlc: Fo~ covertly ob'erved the bustrie$s a?ld 
!l'i. M~y 1998 video-ped the ~josai and ignition cf. the 
h~~:wa.sre h1 die ~it, DO said. The· task tome ex· 
ecl;!ted a search warran~ at the faeility on Scpt.13, 1998. 

in. a:dditlon to th• tine, Simpson W\Q Hlc:ki were 
plaeed.on supervi11ed prob .. tion u.nder a plea agreeJ:l'lent 
i:se~ociated by the parties. 

~PMJ Unn~ ~ vtf:llattcm. I...arry Eskew, 1.'fee 
pmident of Simp~n Constrliet:ion Co .• told BNA that 
disposiag of s~lvent by b1-iming i#J not uncOmm.on In 
Tennessee. and the com~ wu· u.nai.vare that It WU 
illegal. ·· 

11 lf we'd have known we .wre ·breakitt~ the law, we 
wolJldn't haw done ir," £skew said. 

Eskew satd that a d~tled e.m.~lOY'" who wu 
ftred· after failing a. dtug t~ in.fonned ea.Yitonmeiital 
offici~ that Sirupl'lOn Con.structi<ln w.,,s bui:yin; hat· 
ardous waste iu me Cl~eland facUity. 

Appr9~n;ilt.ely 25 armed ~ents from EPA, th& FBI, 
the Tennessee Valley Authonty, and T~ ~ate 
Jaw enforcement raided the facility in 1898, but fail~ to 
""d ~ 'br.iriec huardous \119.StQ, E&kew said. An X-ray 
~ of the !Oite confirmed tl\.e absence of bw:ied hu· 
arQOQS walltl, he said. 

They did tnd the burn pit, howwer, Eskew sald. The 
bum pit Wii.S itpprov~ by authorities ili Bradley CoW'lty, 
he $Bid. 

.,_. Ooea Nert Fit The Ctne.' "In my personal opin· 
ion, the ~nalty does uot ftt the crime." 'Eskew. said. Al.I· 
thoritie1 Riund no environmatttal ha.rm ~ultil'\i from 
the hwn.irig, £11~ said. . 

!.skew said the coro.pany has med to be enY'.in>:iun.en· 
tally cc:>~cU>u; and hu. won awards tor its 4::0~on .. 
methOds. "This on" slipped by, $nd we paid deail}T for· 
it .• , Esbw 1ald. 

Kent Sr:l!'W&lt. &Xl!C'lltive vice ,president of the Ten·. 
nossee Road Builders .A.ssociation, told BNA that the 
tac:tic:s·wsed·ht the Simpson ease 0 were a li\t1- Jnuch." 

· "These weren't Branch Davidians, .. ·Starwalt said. 
Simpson volunteered that they we~ bwiUng s.ol

w:nts, Starwalt '*d. "'The question isn't the viol11ti01"1," 
Starwalt said: "They' admitted them, The q1,1eatiori i1S .the 
tact1.es· aP.ld the pimalty," whieh··Srarw*1t de$CTfbe4 as 
11exc;:eilliive." · · · · · 

An asS!stant U.S. attom~ in Qf'f;enville, Tenn .. did 
not ~_pond ro phone calls. · 

··Howaver;'Jamest>fldric:k, U.S. •ttomey for the Ealt· 
cm!)~ of Tennessee, said in the DOJ stat~cnt 
that "Vittu'ally · ~ agency in -me ElM:ro~ntal 
Crtmes Task Force participated stgnJf\eantly In the in· 
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