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New Mextco will likely have jt= first hazardous waste site.

A deciston on Lhe proposed Triassic Park hazardous waste site
near Tatum will come next month. .

Following five days of public hearings on the.prppnsed permit-
ting of Triassic Park last Qctober, Hearing Offlcer Felicia Orth
collated testimony and wrote her findings, Those finding werc
submitted to the New Mexice Environmental Department friday.
I part her findings read:”

Although many cittzens sincerely expressed thefr concerns and
fears about the proposed facillty and. although the Applicant did
agree to some specigl condttions and limitations in response to
those ¢oncerns, testimony from lay witnesses s insufficient basts
Jor a finding that the factlity will endanger public health or welfare
af the environment, and it does not provide sufficlent grounds for
dental of the permil. . ,

The final step in the lengthy process is allowing both Gandy
Marley Inc., and the New Mexico Environmental Law Center 15
days to comment on the findings.

Following the comment perod, NMED Secretary Peter Mag-
glore will have 30 days te render his decision and the permit. It
appears the decision will come on or about March 15.

Dale Gandy, president of GML. is cautlously optimistic the
company will clear the final hurdle of comment period and get
the pemt_' P e a0 N

“] arn pleased to hear about the recommendation of the hear-
ing offlcer,” Gandy said Friday from his office n Lovington. T dis-

agreed with those wha opposed our plan, but I'm very happy they

had the rght to express their opinions in public hearings.”

The hazardous waste site has been a topic of discussion — |
some of it very heated — since 1994 when GMI initlally applied |

for the permit to operate the first hazardous waste site in New
Mexco.
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In her fin , Orth noted the administrative record on Trias-

. sle Park had grown to 25 linear feet, Including 20 linear feet of
" bound decuments and correspondence files measuring 4 linear

feet. :
"The findings from Ms. Orth were quite thorough,” said Pete
Domenici, the attorney for GMI. “It confirms we sausfled every
concern raised.” . ’

Opposition to Triassic Park came Ii organized groups and
individuals curious about potential problems stemming from the
hazardous waste. Most outspoken In their opposition was Con-
servatlve Use of Resources and Envirenment. CARE members
spent months before the hearing gathering signatures in support
of their oppostiion and raising maney for legal fees.

The New Mexico Environmental Law Center acted as legal
counsel for the group while representatives of Forest Guardians
and Citizens for Alternatives to Radioactive Disposal also testl-

. fied against the proposed permit,

In setting up their position against GMI, Heather Green with

- the Law Center laid out four points alleging:

* GMI did not appear to be prepared for an emergency with
proper respenders; .

* Grourid water monitoring varlances were not adequate:

» Quality of life would be affected; and

* Transporting hazardous waste through Roswell was poten-
ually a hazard. to :
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As the days moved toward the October
15 hearing date, the Law Center changed

~| focus to concentrate on GMI's apparent

lack of proger finances to deal with post
closure detatls. The Law Center matu-
tained GMI lacked sufficient funds to
address possible post-closure ciean up
and contingencies if they were ta close
during the permits active period,

As the five-day heaflng progressed.
many of the inftial concerns drew lay tes-
timony, but the focus remained on money
and contingencles. -

Orth hoated double sessions for that
five-day hearing; daytime expert testimo-
ny — much of It paralyzingly techinical
and dry — and evening lay testimony. As
passionately and occaslonally ton-
tentiously was the Jay testimony, much of
It did not deal directly with the permit
process.

Transportation of hazardous wasie, for
example, was not part of the process, but
drew serlous concern over possible tru
gpills or accidents.” : '

Transporting hazardous waste [s not
part of the Triassic Park’s permit.

The disposal slte staps, then inspects a
truck's contents and matches it with the
driver's manifest. If it doesn’t match up
the truck fs turned around and sent back
to the waste hauter's contractor.

The same procedure Is in place for GMI

accepting waste from Mexico and Canada

in accordance with the North American
Free Trade Agreement.

“Actually, there i5 a double manifest
procedure In place for International
waste,” Domenlcl explained. “When it
crosses the border, a new manifest Is
added. “The double documentation allows
tracking of the generator of the waste in
Mexica or Canada.’ '

The Farest Guardians testifled to the
wildlife concerns they harbored over the
future of the lesser prairle chicken and
sand done lizard. S :

Forest Guardians disputed the threat
agsessment of both spectes flled In a
report from the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment and GML

Deberah Reade with CARD wias exclud-
ed from lestifying at length about possible
violations of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
and health concerns, given the high Inci-
dence of cancer in Chaves County. She
was allowed to submit her “offer of proof.”

“] was and am sull concerned about vio-
lations of the Civil Rights Act,” Reade said
from her heme in Santa Fe. “When the
state signed thelr agreement with the fed-
eral Environmental Protectlon Agency,
they agreed to all federal guidelines.”

Reade is mystified that the NMED never
looked at the possibility of violating ihe
clvil rtghta of minorities down wind from
Triassic Park. o

“Chaves, Eddy and Lea Counties have
high cancer rates,” Reade sald. “No one
ever Investigated to see if thal population

could be harmed.”

Reade sald CARD intends to wait tv.see |
il Maggiore issues GMI a permit, then
there likely will be court action filed to
stop GMI from proceeding with Triassic
Park, -

Jimt Gadzia, a spokeswoman lor CURE,
said her group was disappointed by
Orth's findings.

“We just recelved the [indings and
haven't thoroughly read them,” Gadzla
gald. “But our efforts Yo stop Triasslc Park
are not done.”

CURE had been challenged because {t
was not considered a bona-flde organiza-
tion. Gadzla sald that has changed.

“We have become an organization and
cantinue our grass-raots fundraising,”
Gadzla sald. “We are committed and will
continue to Aght this thing." -

For his part, Gandy said hie hasn't pur-
suied financial backing yet.

*[ can't move forward on financing until
[ get the permit,” Gandy polnted cut.
“Whether we seek private or [ostitutional
money is st not settled.”

_The Gandy's and Marley's, two langtime
area residents, have sald previeusly they
would like to remaln in control of the
operation without taking ln any partners,

What hasn't changed since the October
hearings In Roswell Is the state of the
hazardous waste market,

“It is still soft,” Gandy admitted. “But
we feel we will have many customers in
New Mexico as the economy begins to
grow again.” '




