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New Mexico will likely have Its first hazardous waste stte. . 
A decision on lht: proposed Tnassu: Park hazardous w=te 1S1te 

near Tatlliil. will c.:omc next month. 
Follow1ng five days of public hcartngs ~n the. proposed pennit

t!ng of Triassic Park last October, Heanng Otficer Felicia Ortll 
collated testimony and WTote her findings. '!hose ftnd1ng were:: 
submitted to the New Mex:tc:o Environmental Department Friday. 
ln part her findings read:· · 

,Uth.ough many citizens str.r.cerely exprnssed thetr concerns and 
fears about the proposedjadllty and although the Appltcant did 
agrEE to some special condtttons and l!mitattons tn response to 
those c,:oncems, testimony from /.ay witnesses lS lnsu_ffldent bllSts 
for a.firu;Iirtg that the jadlii.y will endanger pu.blU:: health or u:eifare 
oj' the enuirorunent. and. tt does not proutd.e suj]lclent groJJII/ls Jar 
dental of the perm.IL . . 

The ftllal step 1n the lenglhy process is allowing both. Gandy 
Marley Inc., and the New Mexico Environmental Law Center 15 
day~> to comment on the findings. 

Following the comment period, NMED Secretary Peter Mag
g1ore will have 30 ~s to render h.ts deti310n and the permit It 
appears the decision will come on or about March 15. 

Dale Gandy, president of GMI. is caut!OlJsly optimistic the 
company will dear _the final hurdle of comment period and get 
the permit.' ·-·•· ''-' .. •~- · · ··· · · 

·r iUll pleased to hear about the recommendation of tlu:: hear
ing officer, • Gandy a&id Friday from hls office '-?- Lovington. ·r dis
agreed vv!th those who opposed our plan. but I m very happy they 
had the right to e."qJress their oplnlons in publlc hearings.· · 

Tile hazardous waste site has been a topic of discussion -
some of it very heated'- since 1994 when GM[ lnittally applied 
for the permit to operate the first hazardo~.~:s waste site in New 
Mexico. 

. In her findings, Orth noted the admlnlstmtlve record on Trias
. slc Park had grown to 25 llnear feet, Including 20 !!near feet of 
bound documents and correspondence files measuring 4 linear 
feet. · 

"'lbe findings from Ms. Orth were quite thorough,· said Pete 
Domen1c1, the attorney for GMI. ~It confirm::~ we sausflt:d every 
concern raised. D 

Opposition to Triaasic Park came in organJ:~;ed groups and 
individuals curtous about potential problems stemmJng from the 
hazardous waste. Most outspoken ln their opposition was Con
servative Use of Resources and Environment. CARE members 
spc:nt months before the hearing gathering signatures in support 
of their oppostticn and raising money for legal fees. 

The New Mexico Environmental Law Center acted as legal 
counsel for the group whtle representatives of Forest Guardians 
and Citlzens for Alternatives to Radioactive Disposal also testl· 

. fled. against the proposed permit. . 
In setting up their position against GMI. Heather Green with 

the Law Center laid out four points alleging: 
• GMI did not appear tC) be prepared for an emergency with 

proper responders: . 
• Grourid water monitorilig variruJ.ces were not adequw.te: 
• Quality of life wou~d be affected; and 
• Transporting hazardous waste through Roswell was potcn· 

tlally a hazaxd. · 
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Triassic accepting waste from MexiC<I and Canada could be harmed.~ 

-----------,.._,.~, In accordance with the North American Reade sald CARD Intends tQ walt to see 

Continued from PagaA1 Free Trade Agreement. tf Maggiore issues GM1 a permit, then 

AB the days moved toward the October KAcluaHy, there Js a double manifest there Hkely will be court ac~ion filed to 

15 heartng date, the Law Center changed proce~ur~ ln place for lnter,?atJonal stop GMI from proceeding wLth Triassic 

focus to concentrate on GMl's apparent waste, Domenlci explained. When it Park:. · 

lack of proper finances to deal with post crosses the border, a new manifest Is Jl.mi GadzJa, a spokeswoman ror CURE, 

closure detatls. The L"aw Center main- added. "The double documentation allows satd her grOU!,} was dJsappointect by 

tained GMl Jacked sufCictent funds to tracltlng of the generator of the waste In Orth's findings. 

address posslbk post~closure clean up Mexico or Canada." "We ,Just received the findi?gs and 

and contlngencJes tf they_ were to close The Forest Guardians testl[Led to the hav~ t thoroughly r.ead them. Gadzla 

durtng the permit! actM: period.; wUdlLfe concerns they harbored O\reT the sald. But ol!:. efforts lo stop 1'rtasslc Park 

As the five~day heating progressed, future of the Jesser praJrte chicken and are not done. 

many of the mttla1 concerns drew lay tes- sand dune lizard. . · - CURE had been chaUenged becaus~ ll 

tlm<my, but the foCU8 remained on money Forest Guardians disputed the threat was not considered a bona-fide organiZa-

and [!(}fltln enctes . assessment of both species flled ln a tlon. GadzJa sald that has changed. 

0 th h gl d d · bl 1 fi tb t report from the Bureau of Land Manage- ~we have become an organization and 
r os e ~u e sess ems or a ment and GML continue our grass-roots fundraislng, ~ 

five-day he~tt a~e lexpgle~ te=oi Deborah Reade with CARD was exclud- Gadzla sald. ~we are committed and w1U 

ny - muc . para yz n Y ec ca ed from leslifying at Iength about poss1h1e continue to Hght lhis thing. • . 

and dry- and evening Jay testimony. As vl.olaUons of Title VI of the Ci\11 Rlghts Act For hJs part. Gandy said h.e hasn't pur-

passionately and occasionally con- and health concerns given the high lnc.t~ sued financial backing yet. 
tenUously was the Jay testimony, mul:b. of ' • , 
lt dJd l d aJ d1 t1 wtth th It dence of cancer ln Chaves County. She l cant move forward on fLnanctng unW 

no e rec Y e perm was allowed til sub:mJt her •offer of proof." [ get the per roil,· Gandy pointed out. 

process. . "l was and am still ooncerned about vto- ~Whether we seek. private or lnstltuUonal 

Transportation of hazardous waste, for lations or the CJvll. RJghts Act," Reade said money ts stlll not settled." 

example. was not part of the process, but from her home 1n Santa Fe ... When the The Gandy's and Marley's. two langUme 

drew serious con~m over posslble truck state signed thelr agreement with the fed- area residents, have sald previously they 

spills or accidents. · era! Envtronmental Protection Agency, would Hke to remaJn 1n control of the 

TransporUng hazardou9 waste ls not they agreed to aU federaJ guWeUnes.'" · operation v..ithout taking In any partners. 

part of the TriassJc Park's permit Reade Js myst1fted that the NMED never What hasn't changed slnoe the October 

The disposal slte stops, then inspects a looked at the possibility or violating the hearings In Roswell Is the state of the 

truck's contents and matches it with the clvil rights of mlnoritles down wind from hazardous waste market. 

driver's manlfest.lfJt doesn't match up 1'rtass1cPark. ~u ts still soft," Gandy admitted. ·aut 

the truck fs turned around and sent back ~Chaves. Eddy and Lea Counties have we feel we w1H ha\'e many customers In 

to the waste hauler's contractor. htgb cancer rates," Reade said. "No one New Mexico as the econom}' begins to 

The same procedure Js tn place for GMI ever Investigated to see if t.bal twpulaUon grow agatn." 


