Department of Energy
Carlsbad Field Office
P. 0. Box 3090
Carlsbad, New Mexico 88221

July 30, c'OOl

Mr. Steve Zappe, Project Leader (WIPP)
Hazardous Waste Permits Program
Hazardous Waste Bureau
New Mexico Environment Department
2905 E. Rodeo Park Drive, Bldg 1
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303
RE: Public Notices for Modification Requests
Dear Mr. Zappe:
The purpose of this letter is to provide you copies of the following display ad notices.
These are for public meetings on Class 2 and Class 3 modification requests conducted
in April - July 2001.
These include the following:
1. Revisions to training requirements for firefighters and radiation control technicians
(Class 2)
2. Relocation of inspection procedures from the Permit to the Operating Record
(Class 2)
3. Addition of new hazardous waste numbers (Class 2)
4. Extension of time for reporting groundwater data (Class 2)
5. Drum age criteria calculation revision (Class 2)
6. Ten drum overpack storage capacity increase (Class 2)
7. Centralized confirmation facility (Class 3)
Also enclosed are the press releases; the fact sheet for each modification request and
the public meeting notifications. It is our understanding that all of these documents are
needed to complete the record for these actions.
In the future, we will be sending copies of the items that go to the facility mailing list to
you directly at the time of mailing.
If you have any questions regarding this in rmation, please contact me at (505) 234-7495.

RCRA Compliance Manager
Enclosure
010778
CBFO:ORC:HLP:VW:01-1318:UFC:5486
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The mail-out for the modification requesting the five changes: elimination of obsolete training
requirements for both firefighters and radiation control technicians, the relocation of inspection
procedures from the permit to the operating record, the addition of new hazardous waste
numbers to the permit, and extending the amount of time in which groundwater data can be
reported to the New Mexico Environment Department was completed on March 15, 2001. The
public notice appeared in the local paper (Carlsbad Current-Argus) the same day. It was also
published in the Albuquerque Journal, Artesia Daily Press, Hobbs News-Sun, Los Alamos
Monitor, Roswell Daily Record, and the Santa Fe New Mexican.

Public Information Meetings
On Requested Class 2 Modifications
To the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit
For the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant
April 17, 2001
3-5 p.m.
6-8 p.m.
City of Hobbs
Commission Chambers
300 North Turner
Hobbs, New Mexico

April 19, 2001
3-5 p.m.
6-8 p.m.
Courtyard by Marriott
3347 Cerrillos Road
Santa Fe, New Mexico

The U.S. Department of Energy Carlsbad Field Office is hosting public meetings to:
1. Provide information to the public concerning requested Class 2 modifications to the
Hazardous Waste Facility Permit for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant.
2. Explain the process for submitting comments.
3. Provide a forum for an exchange of views among the public, the facility's owner
(U.S. Department of Energy), the management and operating contractor (Westinghouse
TRU Solutions LLC), and the regulatory agency (New Mexico Environment Department).
In its request, DOE proposes to modify requirements to the permit to eliminate redundancies in
different areas. Five topics will be addressed in this modification request, and all issues will be
discussed at these public meetings. The five requested changes are the elimination of obsolete
training requirements for both firefighters and radiation control technicians, the relocation of
inspection procedures from the permit to the operating record, the addition of new hazardous
waste numbers to the permit, and extending the amount of time in which groundwater data can
be reported to the New Mexico Environment Department. These proposed changes would in no
way compromise the safety of the facility, or its workers.

To obtain information about the Class 2 Permit
Modifications, contact Bobby St. John at the WIPP
Information Center, 1-800-336-9477. The permit
modifications are also available on the WIPP
homepage http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us and at
the WIPP Information Center, Skeen-Whitlock
Building, 4021 National Parks Highway,
Carlsbad, New Mexico.

Send written comments to:
Mr. Steve Zappe
New Mexioo Environment Department
2044A Galisteo Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
Phone: 505-827-1560 Extension 1013
E-mail steve zappe@nmenv.state.nm.us
Display ad posted on March 15, 2001
Comment period begins March 15, 2001
Comment period ends May 14, 2001
The permittee's compliance history during the
life of the permit being modified is available from
the Agency oontact person (Mr. Steve Zappe).

Media Contacts:
U.S. Department of Energy
Carlsbad Field Office
Waste Isolation Pilot Plant
P.O. Box 3090
Carlsbad, New Mexico 88221

Dennis Hurtt
U.S. Department of Energy
Carlsbad Field Office
(505) 234-7327
Bobby St. John
Westinghouse TRU Solutions LLC
(505) 234-7348
(800) 493-9768
http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us

DOENews
For Immediate Release

DOE to Hold Public Information Meetings
On Requested Permit Modifications
CARLSBAD, N.M., March 15, 2001 -- The public is invited to comment on
requested modifications to the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit for the Waste Isolation
Pilot Plant (WIPP). Submittal of the proposed modification request to the New Mexico
Environment Department (NMED) by the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) begins a
formal review process that includes a 60-day public comment period and public
information meetings.
In its submittal, DOE requests five permit changes to modify conditions at the
facility. The proposed modifications conform to industry standards for the handling of
hazardous materials and would continue to protect the safety of the facility, its
employees, and the public.
The first two requested changes would eliminate redundant and obsolete training
requirements for firefighters and radiation control technicians. DOE proposes that
training requirements for firefighters be changed to mirror both federal and state
requirements. This change would not adversely affect the quality of training firefighters
receive. A change in training requirements for radiation control technicians is also
proposed. The technicians currently must be trained on two pieces of equipment no
longer used in their job function.

More

-2The third request proposes moving certain procedures from Attachment D1 of the
permit to the operating record. This would allow DOE to make administrative changes to
the procedures without having to apply for permit modifications each time. By
maintaining the procedures in the operating record, NMED could review and comment on
them -

and direct changes, if necessary -

during any inspection.

DOE also proposes that 26 "hazardous waste numbers" be added to the list of
chemical compounds covered by the permit. This refers to numbers assigned to
chemical compounds by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to identify the
compounds and the hazards associated with them, and would allow waste containing
these compounds to be eligible for WIPP disposal. All of the additional chemical
compounds have been found to be compatible with WIPP containers and acceptable in
the repository. The additional compounds would not pose any risk to workers, public
health, or the environment.
The final requested modification addresses the amount of time allowed to report
groundwater data to NMED. The increase would be from 60 to 120 calendar days. This
would allow adequate time for the sample to be analyzed, the data to be verified and
validated, and the report developed and submitted to NMED.
Informational meetings are scheduled for April 17 in Hobbs and April 19 in Santa
Fe. The Hobbs meeting will be held at the City of Hobbs Commission Chambers, 300
North Turner. The meeting will consist of two sessions -

3-5 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. The

meeting in Santa Fe will take place at the Courtyard by Marriott, 3347 Cerrillos Road,
also in two sessions -

3-5 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. Individuals attending the public information

meetings will be provided envelopes addressed to NMED for use in submitting written
comments. Written comments will be accepted through May 14.

More

-3All written comments should be sent to Mr. Steve Zappe, New Mexico Environment
Department, 2044A Galisteo Street, Santa Fe, NM 87502. Mr. Zappe is also accepting
comments by e-mail at steve_zappe@nmenv.state.nm.us, or he can be reached by
telephone at (505) 827-1560, Extension 1013.
The public can obtain more information on the proposed permit modification by
logging onto the WIPP Web site http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us and from the WIPP
Information Center, 4021 National Parks Highway, Carlsbad or phone 1-800-336-WIPP
(9477). Additionally, information on WIPP's compliance with the permit can be obtained
from NMED.
WIPP, a cornerstone of the DO E's cleanup effort, is the nation's first repository for
the permanent disposal of defense-generated transuranic radioactive waste left from the
research and production of nuclear weapons.
Located in southeastern New Mexico, 26 miles east of Carlsbad, project facilities
include disposal rooms excavated in an ancient, stable salt formation 2,150 feet (almost
one-half mile) underground. Waste disposal operations began at WIPP March 26, 1999.
Transuranic waste consists of clothing, tools, rags, debris, residues, and other
disposable items contaminated with radioactive elements, mostly plutonium.
-30-
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Waste Isolation
Pilot Plant

March 15, 2001

DOE Requests Modification
To Hazardous Waste Facility Permit

~ Training Requirements for Firefighters
Background

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has requested a modification to its
Hazardous Waste Facility Permit for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP)
in support of the DOE cleanup effort.
As part of a Class 2 modification request, DOE proposes changing the
training requirements for firefighters to mirror federal regulations. The
proposed change, which DOE submitted to the New Mexico
Environment Department (NMED) on March 8, 2001, would not
adversely affect worker safety, public health or the environment. NMED
issued the original permit in October 1999.

What is
Proposed?

The permit modification would change the total number of continuous
training hours required in the permit to the level specified in the National
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and New Mexico State Fire Marshall
guidelines. The change would reduce the required number of continuous
training hours from eight per month to eight per quarter. DOE order 420.1
requires DOE facilities to comply with NFPA requirements.

What are the
Benefits?

Refresher training reiterates techniques currently used by firefighters.
Quarterly training would continue to allow firefighters to stay up-to-date
with changing equipment and techniques, without diminishing their ability to
respond to emergencies.

Comments

Comments may be sent to Mr. Steve Zappe, New Mexico Environment
Department, 2044A Galisteo Street, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505. They
may also be e-mailed: steve zappe@nmenv.state.nm.us, or faxed to
505-827-1544. Only written comments will be accepted. A copy of the
permit modification may be viewed or copied at the NMED offices of
Mr. Steve Zappe.

For more
Information

For more information about transuranic waste shipments and procedures,
or to be placed on the WIPP mailing list, call the WIPP Information Center
at 1-800-336-WIPP (9477). You also may visit the WIPP Web site at
http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us. The permit modification may be viewed at
the WIPP Information Center, or via the WIPP Web site.

If you prefer, write to:
WIPP Information Center
Carlsbad Field Office
U.S. Department of Energy
P.O. Box 3090
Carlsbad, NM 88221-3090

Waste Isolation
Pilot Plant

March 15, 2001

DOE Requests Modification
To Hazardous Waste Facility Permit
Training Requirements for
Radiation Control Technicians

Background

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has requested a modification to its
Hazardous Waste Facility Permit for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP)
that would eliminate training requirements involving two pieces of
equipment. Currently, the permit requires radiation control technicians be
trained on two pieces of analytical equipment no longer in use.
As part of a Class 2 modification request, DOE proposes changing the
training requirements for radiation control technicians. These proposed
changes, which DOE submitted to the New Mexico Environment
Department (NMED) on March 8, 2001, would not adversely affect
worker safety, public health or the environment. NMED issued the
original permit in October 1999.

What is
Proposed?

DOE proposes elimination of unnecessary training requirements for
radiation control technicians involving two pieces of equipment no longer
used for monitoring activities by these personnel. This equipment,
transferred to the Radiochemistry Laboratory at WIPP, includes:

•

Liquid scintillation counting system

•

Alpha and gamma spectroscopy system

Radiation control technicians do not use these two pieces of equipment.
Therefore, training to use this equipment is not beneficial. The
technicians would continue to train in-depth on all other pieces of
equipment that pertain to their job function. Eliminating the training
requirements on this equipment would not compromise the safety of
these workers.
Comments

Comments may be sent to Mr. Steve Zappe, New Mexico Environment
Department, 2044A Galisteo Street, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505.
They may also be e-mailed: steve zappe@nmenv.state.nm.us, or faxed
to 505-827-1544. Only written comments will be accepted. A copy of
the permit modification may be viewed or copied at the NMED offices of
Mr. Steve Zappe.

For more
Information

For more information about transuranic waste shipments and procedures,
or to be placed on the WIPP mailing list, call the WIPP Information Center
at 1-800-336-WIPP (9477). You also may visit the WIPP Web site at
http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us. The permit modification may be viewed at
the WIPP Information Center, or via the WIPP Web site.

If you prefer, write to:
WIPP Information Center
Carlsbad Field Office
U.S. Department of Energy
P.O. Box 3090
Carlsbad, NM 88221-3090

Waste Isolation
Pilot Plant

March 15, 2001

DOE Requests Modification
To Hazardous Waste Facility Permit
Modification of Procedure Requirements

Background

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has proposed a modification to its
Hazardous Waste Facility Permit for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP)
in support of the DOE cleanup effort. This is a Class 2 modification, since
changes are proposed to the content of inspection schedules.
As part of the Class 2 modification request, DOE proposes replacing
detailed inspection procedures specified in Attachment 01 with
summaries and examples of inspection forms which show how required
information is recorded. These proposed changes, which DOE
submitted to the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) on
March 8, 2001, would not adversely affect worker safety, public health
or the environment. NMED issued the original permit in October 1999.
The movement of these procedures from the permit to the operating
record would allow the WIPP facility to make administrative changes to
inspection logs and forms without continuously modifying the existing
permit.

What is
Proposed?

Regulations require that an inspection schedule be developed and
followed, and that the schedule identify the frequency of inspections and
the types of problems to look for during the inspection (20.4.1.500 NMAC
incorporating 40 CFR 264.15). When NMED formulated the WIPP permit,
it included the detailed procedures and forms for inspections.

This has become an administrative burden since any minor change to a
procedure requires a Class 1 modification to the permit. DOE requests
the ability to return to the more conventional practice of having the
current forms and procedures incorporated into the operating record.
There would be no reduction in requirements, because DOE would still
be mandated to conduct all required inspections, identify required
items, and keep all resulting information in the operating record.

Comments

Comments may be sent to Mr. Steve Zappe, New Mexico Environment
Department, 2044A Galisteo Street, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505.
They may also be e-mailed: steve zappe@nmenv.state.nm.us, or faxed
to 505-827-1544. Only written comments will be accepted. A copy of
the permit modification may be viewed or copied at the NMED offices of
Mr. Steve Zappe.

For more
Information

For more information about transuranic waste shipments and procedures
contact the WIPP Information Center at 1-800-336-WIPP (9477). You also
may visit the WIPP Web site at http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us. The
permit modification may be viewed at the WIPP Information Center, or via
the WIPP Web site. To be placed on the WIPP facility mailing list contact
Mr. Steve Zappe.
If you prefer, write to:
WIPP Information Center
Carlsbad Field Office
U.S. Department of Energy
P.O. Box 3090
Carlsbad, NM 88221-3090

Waste Isolation
Pilot Plant
~

March 15, 2001

DOE Requests Modification
To Hazardous Waste Facility Permit
Addition of Hazardous Waste Numbers

Background

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has proposed a modification to its
Hazardous Waste Facility Permit for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP)
in support of the DOE cleanup effort.
As part of the Class 2 modification request, DOE proposes adding 26
new waste numbers to those already considered acceptable at WIPP.
The proposed change, which DOE submitted to the New Mexico
Environment Department (NMED) on March 8, 2001, would not
adversely affect worker safety, public health or the environment. NMED
issued the original permit in October 1999.
Addition of the new waste numbers would be specific to waste
containers in temporary storage at Los Alamos National Laboratory, the
Idaho National Environmental and Engineering Laboratory, and the
Savannah River Site.

What is
Proposed?

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency assigns numbers to chemical
compounds. These "hazardous waste numbers" identify the chemicals and
the hazards associated with them. DOE proposes adding 26 new
chemicals to its list of items acceptable in the underground repository. All
of these compounds would be compatible with their containers and with the
repository. The management of these additional compounds would not
pose any additional risk to worker safety, public health or the environment.

Comments

Comments may be sent to Mr. Steve Zappe, New Mexico Environment
Department, 2044A Galisteo Street, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505. They
may also be e-mailed: steve zappe@nmenv.state.nm.us, or faxed to
505-827-1544. Only written comments will be accepted. A copy of the
permit modification may be viewed or copied at the NMED offices of Mr.
Steve Zappe.

For more
Information

For more information about transuranic waste shipments and procedures
contact the WIPP Information Center at 1-800-336-WIPP (9477). You also
may visit the WIPP Web site at http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us. The
permit modification may be viewed at the WIPP Information Center, or via
the WIPP Web site. To be placed on the WIPP facility mailing list contact
Mr. Steve Zappe.
If you prefer, write to:
WIPP Information Center
Carlsbad Field Office
U.S. Department of Energy
P.O. Box 3090
Carlsbad, NM 88221-3090

Waste Isolation
Pilot Plant

March 15, 2001

DOE Requests Modification
To Hazardous Waste Facility Permit

~
Background

Groundwater Reporting Requirements

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has proposed a modification to its
Hazardous Waste Facility Permit for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP)
in support of the DOE cleanup effort.
As part of the Class 2 modification request, DOE proposes increasing
the time allotted to report groundwater sample data. This proposed
change, which DOE submitted to the New Mexico Environment
Department (NMED) on March 8, 2001, would not adversely affect
worker safety, public health or the environment. NMED issued the
original permit in October 1999.

The increase in time would allow sufficient time to perform reliable
chemical analyses of the groundwater samples, verify and validate the
data, and formulate a report for submittal to NMED.

What is
Proposed?

DOE seeks to increase the number of calendar days from 60 to 120 for
reporting the results of groundwater samples. The groundwater
surrounding the WIPP facility has a very high salinity and total dissolved
solids concentration. This combination makes it very difficult to analyze the
chemical properties of those samples. Currently, the average is 109 days
from the time the sample is received at the contract laboratory, until it is
ready for presentation to NMED. DOE has tried to negate this problem by
contacting numerous other laboratories, but to no avail. A permanent

extension in the number of days would be more appropriate than
continuing to ask NMED for time extensions to allow for uncontrollable
circumstances.

Comments

Comments may be sent to Mr. Steve Zappe, New Mexico Environment
Department, 2044A Galisteo Street, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505. They
may also be e-mailed: steve zappe@nmenv.state.nm.us, or faxed to
505-827-1544. Only written comments will be accepted. A copy of the
permit modification may be viewed or copied at the NMED offices of Mr.
Steve Zappe.

For more
Information

For more information about transuranic waste shipments and procedures
contact the WIPP Information Center at 1-800-336-WIPP (9477). You also
may visit the WIPP Web site at http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us. The
permit modification may be viewed at the WIPP Information Center, or via
the WIPP Web site. To be placed on the WIPP facility mailing list contact
Mr. steve Zappe.
If you prefer, write to:
WIPP Information Center
Carlsbad Field Office
U.S. Department of Energy
P.O. Box 3090
Carlsbad, NM 88221-3090
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Public l_nformation Meetin_gs
On Requested Class 2 Modifications
To the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit
For the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant
April 17, 2001
· 3-5 p.m.
6-8 p.m.

April 19, 2001
3-5 p.m.
6-8 p.m.
Courtyard by Marriott
3347 Cerrlllos Road
Santa Fe, New Mexico

City of Hobbs
Commission Chambers
300 North Turner
Hobbs, New Mexico

The U.S. Department of Energy Carlsbad Field Office is hosting public meetings to:
1.

Provide information to the public concerning requested Class 2 modifications to the
Hazardous Waste Facility Permit for the Wafte Isolation Pilot Plant~
·

2. Explain the _process for submitting comments.
3. Provide

a

forum for an exchange-0f views among tt,e public, the facility's owner
(U.S. Department of Energy), the management and operating contractor (Westinghot.1$8
TRU Solutions ~LC),' and the regulatory a·gency (New Mexico Environment Department):
'
.
.

'

.

.

.

-·

-

In its request, ·ooE proposes to m~dify requirements to the pe~it to ~liminate redLindanciesfn
different areas. Five topics will be addressed in this modification request, and all issues wHI be
discussed at these public meetings. The five requested changes are the elimination of obsolete
training requirements for both firefighters and radiation control technicians, the relocation of .
inspection procedures from the permit to the operating record, the addition of new-hazardqus .·
waste numbers to the permit, and extending the amount of time in which groundwater data,can
. be reported to the New Mexico Environment Department. T.hese proposed changes wo11ld i~ no .
way compromise the safety of t~e facility; or its workers.
.
.
, .
· .~
· ,"

-

To obtain information aboutthe .Class. 2 Permif
Modifications, contact Bobby St. John atthe WIPP.
Information Center, 1-800-336-9477. The permit
modifications are also available on the WIPP .
homepage http:l/www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us and at
the WIPP Information Center, Skeen-Whitlock
Buildin9, 4021. National Parks Highway, "
Carlsbad, New Mexico ..

. Send written comments to:
Mr, Steve ,Zappe
New Mexico Envirnnrnent Departrmmt .
.
2044.A Galisteb Str~et
Santa Fe, New Mexicq 87:~
Phone.: 505-827-1560 Extension 1013 •
E-mail Steve zappe@nmeriv~mt-e;nm.us
.Displayadposted on March 15,
Comment period begins March 15, 20(l1
Comment period ends May 14, 2001
The permittee's comp1ianj::e history during the ·.
life of U-.e permit be,iW modified is a~aitable frOITI:
the Agency contact l)efSOfl (Mr. ~teve Zappe) .

'iOOt

.,
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Public In.formation ·Meetings
On Requested Class 2 Modifications
To the Hazardous Waste Facility Perm"it
For- the W~ste Isolation Pilot Plant
April 17, 2001

Aprll 19., 2001

. 3-S p.ffl. 1
6-8 p.m.
City of Hobbs
Commission Chambers
.. 300 North Turner
Hobbs. New Mexico
.

3-5 p.m.
6-8 p.m.·
Courtyard by M,rriott
3347 Cerrlllos Road
.Santa Fe, New Mexico .

.

·.

The U.S. Department of'Energy·Carlsbad Field Office is hosting public meetings to:
I

1. Provide informationto the public coricerning requestedClass 2 modificatjons to the
Hazardous. Waste Facility Permit for tht Waste Isolation Pilot Plant.
.
2. Explain the process for submitting comments.
'
'3. Provide a forum for an exchang~ of views among· the public, the facility's owner
(U.S. Department of Energy), the management and operating contractor (Westinghouse
· TRU Solutions LLC); and the regulatory agency (New Mexh:6 Environment Departmenff
.

'.

',-

.

,.

.

..

.

.

. .

.

.

;

.

lri its request, DOE proposes to modify requirements to the permit to eliminate redundangies in··•
different areas. five topics will be addressed in this modification request, .and aH issu'es will be
discussed at these public meetings, The five requested changes are the elimination..of ob$olete
tr~ining requirements for both firefighters and radiation control technicians, the relocation of
inspection procedures from the permit to the operating record, the addition of new hazardous·
waste numbers to the permit, and extending the amount of time in which groundwater d1:1ta cai)
be reported to the New Mexico Environment Department.. These proposed changes would in no
· ·t
way compromise the safety 6f the facility, or its workers.
Send written commentl to:
! .

To obtain information abouUheClass 2 Permit
Modifications; contact Bobbf $t. John at the WIPP
Information Center, 1°800-336-9477. The permit
medifications ar,e also avaitable on the WIPP .
homepage http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us and at
the WIPP Information Center, Skeen-Whitlock
Building, 4021 National .Parks Highway,
Carlsbad, New Mexico.

\"

Mr. Steve Zappe .
New Mexico Environment Department
2044A Galisteo Street
Santa. Fe, New Mexico 87505
Phone: 505~827,1560 Extension 1013 .·
E-mail steve zappe@nmenv.state.nm.us
Display ad posted on March 15, 2001
Comment period begins March 15. 2001
Comment period ends May·14, 2001, '·
The permittee's compliance history dutirig the
life of the permit being modified is-available from
the Agency contact person (Mr. Stev~Zappe). · ,,; .•\

Los Alamos Monitor
March 15
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OnR~quested Class ~ ModificatiollSi_ .·
· To the Hazardous Waste;f~9JliJJ;.,B.~.trm~'. :... ·.·.Fq{th~ Waste lsoJaffi>fa:~i!~f~~~1;:•\ "··~...

Ap~~i~l~;~~ . .

· April 17, 200·1

3~5 p.ril~

s-s p.m.

Courtyafit by Marriott

.City of Hobbs
Commission Chambers
300 North Turner
Hobbs, New Mexico

3347 Cerrillos Road
Santa F,;New M•xico

. . . . . ...•.. .• · . , .· ·. ... ;:. ·•.. ,::,::ft:/. :,t;½,~ff:~.~tf l

The U.S. Department of Energy Carlsbad Field Offi~ is hosting public meetings to:

i

};tJ: ·: L.

1. Provide lnfrirmation to th~ public concerning ~uested Cla~ I T l ( ) d ~ , ~ ~
Hazctrdous Waste Facility Permit for the WQSte~tion Pilot Plant;
\l·{

2:

Explain the process for submitting commenUf

•·

'<:;,FY:\{;

.

·.;,-,f~,tff_;(;;~·

th&

amo119

Qle~blic,
t .
(U.S. Departrnent.of Energy), tlie managementcind.PPf3Fatlng cb ~·
TRU Solutions LLC), and the regulatory agen.~;(N~Mexipo f;n ·

3.· Pr~vide a forum for an exchange of views

:t•·:t,~> • _• . ~-, . : . ,•'::.~".•• •: .. ,,:.:~•~::>:,P~:~;~~~:~;~:• I-~_.,.')>.?; •,
. · lfl 'its request, DOE proposes to modify requireirieots lo the pemtit Jo

.

. . different areas. , Five topics will be addressed in this modification r~u
· ' discussed atthese public meetings, The five req~
Qr,
. · training r~tJ!rements for bc)tti firefighters and ractiatioo coiitrottecffrli
inspection procedures fronf the permit to the Q~ating record; the ·~
,/waste tllJmbers to the permit; and extending tne' ~ffl()unt of tilllf)il;l '.• -. .·
be reporte<fto the New Mexico Environment De~rfri,ent;iThesiv· · ·. ·
way tompromise the safety of :the fac;Dity,, or its
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The mail-out for the Ten-Drum Overpack and the Drum Age Criteria modification was completed
on May 08, 2001. The public notice appeared in the local paper (Carlsbad Current-Argus) the
same day. It was also published in the Albuquerque Journal, Artesia Daily Press, Hobbs NewsSun, Los Alamos Monitor, Roswell Daily Record, and the Santa Fe New Mexican.

Public Information Meetings
On Class 2 Modification Requests
To the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit
For the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant
June 5, 2001
3 to 5 p.m.
6 to 8 p.m.
City Council Chambers
511 W. Texas
Artesia, New Mexico

June 7, 2001
3 to 5 p.m.
6 to 8 p.m.
Courtyard by Marriott
5151 Journal Center Blvd. NE
Albuquerque, New Mexico

The U.S. Department of Energy's Carlsbad Field Office is hosting public meetings to:
1. Provide information to the public concerning the requested Class 2 modifications to the
Hazardous Waste Facility Permit for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant.
2. Explain the process for submitting comments.
3. Provide a forum for an exchange of views among the public, the facility's owner
(U.S. Department of Energy), the management and operating contractor (Westinghouse
TRU Solutions LLC), and the regulatory agency (New Mexico Environment Department).
These public meetings will cover two separate proposed permit modifications. The first proposed
modification is a re-submitted request proposing to modify requirements for Drum Age Criteria
(DAG). The current permit does not address certain packaging configurations that are anticipated
to be typical of TRU waste packages. The DAG determines how long a drum of waste is required to
sit idle prior to headspace gas sampling being performed. This sample must be taken and analyzed
before waste can be accepted at the WIPP facility. The second proposed modification is for an
increase in the permitted surface storage areas for 10-drum overpacks. Currently, 10-drum
overpacks are allowed to be stored in three areas within the Waste Handling Building. It is
requested that the storage capacity be increased and combined within all three allowable storage
areas. This proposed modification also requests that the descriptions of containers be consolidated
into one attachment of the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit.

....--------------------.
Send written comments to:

To obtain information about the proposed Class 2
Permit Modifications, contact Bobby St. John at the
WIPP Information Center, 1-800-336-9477. The
permit modification is also available on the WIPP
Web site, http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us, and
at the WIPP Information Center, Skeen-Whitlock
Building, 4021 National Parks Highway,
Carlsbad, New Mexico.

Mr. Steve Zappe
New Mexico Environment Department
2905 Rodeo Park Drive, Building E
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
Phone: 505-428-2517
E-mail: steve_zappe@nmenv.state.nm.us
Display ad posted on: May 8, 2001
Comment period begins: May 8, 2001
Comment period ends: July 6, 2001
The permittee's compliance history during the
life of the permit being modified is available from
the Agency contact person (Mr. Steve Zappe).

If you have comments relative to the permit modifications, and would like them addressed by the permittees, please
submit them to Mr. Bobby St. John, P.O. Box 2078, Carlsbad, NM 88221 by June 29, 2001.

Media Contacts:

U.S. Department of Energy
Carlsbad Field Office
Waste Isolation Pilot Plant
P.O. Box 3090
Carlsbad, New Mexico 88221

Dennis Hurtt
U.S. Department of Energy
Carlsbad Field Office

(505) 234-7327

Bobby St. John
Westinghouse TRU Solutions LLC

DOENews

(505) 234-7348
(800) 493-9768

http://www. wipp.carlsbad. nm. us

For Immediate Release

DOE to Hold Public Information Meetings
On Permit Modifications
CARLSBAD, N.M., May 8, 2001 - The public is invited to comment on two

proposed modifications to the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit for the Waste Isolation
Pilot Plant (WIPP). Submittal of the proposed modifications to the New Mexico
Environment Department (NMED) by the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) begins a
formal review process that includes a 60-day public comment period and two separate
public information meetings.
The proposed modifications would support more efficient operations and
streamline the waste handling process at the WIPP facility. These changes will not
adversely affect worker safety, public health or the environment.
The first requested modification contains revisions to an earlier request and
reflects input from meetings with NMED officials and a review of written public
comments. The original proposed modification was submitted to NMED December 7,
2000, and denied by NMED March 26, 2001. The revised modification request was
submitted to NMED May 2, 2001.
In the revised modification request, DOE proposes to change requirements related
to the existing permit's Drum Age Criteria (DAC). The current permit does not address
the DAC for certain packaging configurations that are anticipated to be typical of
transuranic (TRU) waste packages.
-More-

-2The DAC determine how long containers of waste are required to sit after they are
closed before headspace gas sampling can be performed. This sample must be taken
before waste can be accepted at WIPP. The changes proposed to the permit will
establish the DAC for those different packaging configurations.
In response to stakeholder and NMED comments on the original DAC proposal,
DOE is proposing conservative DAC for waste containers in which packaging
configurations cannot be determined. Additionally, DOE has clarified language to
explain how DAC-related information will be recorded and to ensure waste
generator/storage sites properly implement the correct DAC as they prepare waste for
shipment to WIPP.
The second requested modification would allow for a limited increase in temporary
surface storage capacity at WIPP to accommodate 10-drum overpacks. Currently, there
are three designated temporary storage areas within the WIPP Waste Handling Building.
The modification requests that the storage capacity for all three areas be increased by a
total of 14 cubic meters (18.3 cubic yards). This would allow the storage space
necessary for 10-drum overpacks. A 10-drum overpack is designed to accommodate
ten 55-gallon drums, six 85-gallon drums, a standard waste box, or other waste items
that are too large to fit in the previously mentioned containers. The 10-drum overpack is
shipped inside of a TRUPACT-11 and is emplaced directly into the WIPP underground
disposal area without the need for repackaging.
Also included in this requested modification is the consolidation of container
descriptions within the permit. The existing permit contains descriptions of containers in
Modules 111, IV, and in Attachments F and M1. The modification would allow the
descriptions to be located in Attachment M 1, and that attachment would then be
referenced throughout the permit when a container description is necessary.

-More-

-3Informational meetings are scheduled for June 5 in Artesia and June 7 in
Albuquerque. Individuals attending these public information meetings will be provided
envelopes addressed to NMED for use in submitting written comments. Written
comments will be accepted through July 6, 2001.
All written comments should be sent to Mr. Steve Zappe, New Mexico
Environment Department, Hazardous Waste Bureau, 2905 Rodeo Park Drive,
Building E, Santa Fe, NM 87502. Mr. Zappe is also accepting comments by e-mail at
steve_zappe@nmenv.state.nm.us, or he can be reached by telephone at
(505) 428-2517.
The Artesia informational meeting will consist of two sessions - from 3 to 5 p.m.
and from 6 to 8 p.m. The Albuquerque meeting also includes two sessions - from 3 to 5
p.m. and from 6 to 8 p.m. The Artesia meeting will be at the City Council Chambers, 511
W. Texas. The Albuquerque meeting will be at the Courtyard by Marriott, 5151 Journal
Center Blvd., NE.
The public can obtain more information on the proposed permit modification by
logging onto the WIPP Web site, http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us, and from the WIPP
Information Center, 4021 National Parks Highway or phone 1-800-336-WIPP (9477). If
you have comments relative to this permit modification, and would like them addressed
by the permittees, please submit them to Mr. Bobby St. John, P.O. Box 2078, Carlsbad,
NM 88221 by June 29, 2001. Additionally, information on WIPP's compliance with the
permit can be obtained from NMED.
WIPP, a cornerstone of the DOE's cleanup effort, is the nation's first repository for
the permanent disposal of defense-generated transuranic radioactive waste left from the
research and production of nuclear weapons.

-More-

-4Located in southeastern New Mexico, 26 miles east of Carlsbad, project facilities
include disposal rooms excavated in an ancient, stable salt formation 2,150 feet (almost
one-half mile) underground. Waste disposal operations began at WIPP March 26, 1999.
Transuranic waste consists of clothing, tools, rags, debris, residues, and other
disposable items contaminated with radioactive elements, mostly plutonium.
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Waste Isolation
Pilot Plant

~DOE Proposes Modification to
Hazardous Waste Facility Permit

~
Background

Drum Age Criteria

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has proposed a modification to its
Hazardous Waste Facility Permit for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) in
support of the DOE cleanup effort.
The original proposed modification was submitted to the New Mexico
Environment Department (NMED) December 7, 2000, and denied by NMED
March 26, 2001. The revised modification request submitted to NMED May 2,
2001, will not adversely affect worker safety, human health, or the
environment.
As part of a Class 2 permit modification request, DOE proposes to modify
requirements for Drum Age Criteria (DAC). The current permit does not
address certain packaging configurations anticipated to be typical of
transuranic (TRU) waste packages. The DAC determine how long a drum of
waste is required to sit idle prior to headspace gas sampling being performed.
This sample is required for most waste containers to be accepted at WIPP.
The changes proposed to the permit take into account additional expected
packaging configurations to determine the approximate DAC (i.e., the amount
of time the drums are required to sit before headspace gas sampling can be
accomplished).
In response to stakeholder and NMED comments on the original DAC
proposal, DOE has established a conservative DAC for waste containers in
which packaging configurations cannot be determined. Additionally, DOE has
clarified language to explain how DAC information will be recorded and to
ensure waste generator/storage sites properly implement the correct DAC as
they prepare waste for shipment to WIPP.
The permit requires that a headspace gas sample be obtained from each
container prior to disposal at WIPP. To ensure that these samples represent

the entire container, the permit specified a minimum number of days a
container must sit after packaging before it can be sampled.
In determining the DAC, consideration must be given to the "number of layers
of confinement" inside a container and the rate at which the gases pass
through those confinement layers. In other words, a drum containing waste
that is inside three plastic bags will have lower DAC (shorter period in idle
storage) than a drum containing waste inside five plastic bags. In the event
the number of layers of confinement cannot be determined, more conservative
DAC are used to accommodate any such drums. This modification also
clarifies procedures for recording information about the DAC.
The permit establishes that drum age must ensure that headspace gas has
reached a 90 percent steady-state concentration within each layer of
confinement. The DAC values in the current permit were established for five
layers of plastic bags as a bounding condition for debris waste and two layers
for homogeneous solids and soils and gravel. The permit did not consider
other specific packaging configurations that occur in TRU waste containers.

What is
Prooosed?

In an effort to expedite the disposal of transuranic waste in a cost-effective and
environmentally sound manner and to correct inconsistencies in the DAC in the
permit, the DOE proposes the following:
•

Modify the existing permit to include DAC values for specific waste
packaging configurations for three different headspace gas sampling
scenarios

•

Eliminate an inconsistency within the permit when using the term
"unvented rigid container greater than 4 liters"

In all cases the 90 percent of steady-state criterion is maintained to ensure that
samples are representative.
DOE's main priority at WIPP is to safely dispose of transuranic waste from U.S.
defense activities in an expedient, cost-effective, and environmentally sound
manner so that DOE facilities storing this waste can be cleaned up as quickly
as possible.

Comments

Comments may be sent to Mr. Steve 2appe, New Mexico Environment
Department, 2905 Rodeo Park Drive, Building E, Santa Fe, NM, 87505. They
may also be e-mailed: steve_zappe@nmenv.state.nm.us, or faxed 505-428-

2567. Only written comments will be accepted. A copy of the permit
modification may be viewed or copied at the NMED offices of Mr. Steve Zappe.

For more

For more information about transuranic waste shipments and procedures, or to

Information

be placed on the WIPP mailing list, call the WIPP Information Center at
1-800-336-WIPP (9477). You also may visit the WIPP Web site at
http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us. If you have comments relative to this
permit modification and would like them addressed by the permittees, please
submit them to Mr. Bobby St. John, P.O. Box 2078, Carlsbad, NM 88221 by
June 29, 2001.
If you prefer, write to:
WIPP Information Center
Carlsbad Field Office
U.S. Department of Energy
P.O. Box 3090
Carlsbad, NM 88221

Waste Isolation
Pilot Plant

DOE Requests Modification
zardous Waste Facility Permit
Increase in Temporary Surface Storage Space
And Consolidation of Container Description
Background

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has proposed a modification to its
Hazardous Waste Facility Permit for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) in
support of the DOE cleanup effort.
As part of a Class 2 permit modification request, DOE proposes to increase
temporary surface storage in WIPP's Waste Handling Building to accommodate the
container known as the 10-drum overpack and consolidate the descriptions of
containers into one attachment to the permit. The proposed changes, which DOE
submitted to the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) May 2, 2001, will
not adversely affect worker safety, public health, or the environment. NMED issued
the original permit in October 1999.
DOE's main priority at WIPP is to safely dispose of transuranic waste from U.S.
defense activities in a safe, environmentally sound and cost-effective manner, while
also allowing expeditious cleanup of DOE facilities storing the waste.
The 10-drum overpack is designed to accommodate ten 55-gallon drums, six 85gallon drums, a standard waste box, or waste that is too large to fit in the previously
mentioned containers. The 10-drum overpack is shipped inside of a TRUPACT-11
and is emplaced directly into the WIPP underground disposal area.

What is

DOE is proposing to increase the permitted temporary surface storage areas to

Proposed?

accommodate 10-drum overpacks. This increase is 14.0 cubic meters (18.3 cubic
yards). Currently, the 10-drum overpack can be stored in three locations within the
Waste Handling Building. The current storage capacity is insufficient if all
containers being stored are 10-drum overpacks. The total combined increase for
all three areas will equal the 14 cubic meters (18.3 cubic yards).

DOE is also proposing to consolidate the descriptions of containers into one
attachment to the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit. In the current permit, container
descriptions are found in Modules 111, IV, and Attachments F and M1. The
modification would allow the descriptions to be consolidated in Attachment M1 and
that attachment would then be referenced in all other sections requiring container
descriptions.

Comments

Comments may be sent to Mr. Steve Zappe, New Mexico Environment Department,
2905 Rodeo Park Drive, Building E, Santa Fe, NM 87505. They may also beemailed to steve_zappe@nmenv.state.nm.us, or faxed to 505-428-2567. Only
written comments will be accepted. A copy of the permit modification may be
viewed or copied at the NMED offices of Mr. Steve Zappe.

For more
Information

For more information about transuranic waste shipments and procedures, contact
the WIPP Information Center at 1-800-336-WIPP (9477). You also may visit the
WIPP Web site at http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us. If you have comments
relative to this permit modification and would like them addressed by the
permittees, please submit them to Mr. Bobby St. John, P.O. Box 2078, Carlsbad,
NM 88221 by June 29, 2001.
If you prefer, write to:
WIPP Information Center
Carlsbad Field Office
U.S. Department of Energy
P.O. Box 3090
Carlsbad, NM 88221
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Public Information Meetings
On Class 2 Modification Requests
To the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit
For the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant
June 5, 2001
3 to 5 p.m.
·· -- - 6 to 8 p.m.
City Council Chambers
511 W. Texas
Artesia, New Mexico

June 7, 2001

.._3JQ_.5p.m.__________. -------··6 to 8 p.m.
Courtyard by Marriott
5151 Journal Center Blvd. NE
Albuquerque, New Mexico

The U.S. Department of Energy's Carlsbad Field Office is hosting public meetings to:
I

1. Provide information to the public concerning the requested Class 2 modifications to the
Hazardous Waste Facility Permit for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant.
2. Explain the process for submitting comments.
3. Provide a forum for an exchange of views among the public, the facility's owner
- (U.S. Department of Energy), the management and operating contractor (Westinghouse
TRU Solutions LLC), and the. regulatory agency (New Mexico Environment Department).
These public meetings will cover .two separate proppsed permit modifications. The first proposed
modification is a re-submitted request proposing to modify requirements for Drum Age Criteria
(DAC). The current permit does not address certain packaging configurations that are anticipated
to be typical of TRU waste packages. The DAC determines how long a drum of waste is required to
sit Idle prior to heads pace gas sampling being performed. This sample must be taken and analyzed
before waste can be accepted at the WIPP facility. The second proposed modification is for an
increase in the permitted surface storage areas for 10-drum overpacks. Currently, 10-drum
overpacks are allowed to be stored in three areas within the Waste Handling Building. It is
requested that the storage capacity be increased and combined within all three allowable storage .
areas. This proposed modification also requests that the descriptions of containers be consolidated
into one attachment of the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit.
Send wrt~n comments to: ' · ·· ;Mr. Steve Zappe
New Mexico Environment Department
To obtain information about the proposed Class 2
2905 Rodeo Park Drive, Building E
Permit Modifications, contact Bobby St. John at the
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
WIPP Information Center, 1-800-336-9477. The
Phone: 505-428-2517
permit modification is also available on the WIPP
E-mail: steve_zappe@nmenv.state.nm.us
Web site, http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us, and
Display ad posted on: May 8, 2001
at the WIPP Information Center, Skeen-WhiUock
Comment period begins: May 8, 2001
Building, 4021 National Parks Highway,
Comment period ends: July 6, 2001 Carlsbad, New Mexico.
The permittee's compliance history during the
life of the permit being modified is available from
the Agency contact person {Mr. Steve Zappe).

•

-~------,-------,,..,----.

f you have comments relative to the pe"rmil modifications, and would like them addressed by the permittees, please
ubmit them to Mr. Bobby St. John, P.O. Box 2078, Carlsbad, NM 88~21 by June 29, 2001.
,
,

I
1
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Public Information Meetings
On Class 2 Modification Request
To. the hazardous Waste Facility Permit
For the Waste. Isolation Pilot Plant
I

.

.

.

.

•

Ji.me 5, 2001

---~-- __ _ 3 to 5__p.m. __ _
6 to 8 p.m.

June 7, 2001

.... __ .. ________ ~----------

City Council Chambers
51.1 W. Texas
Artesia, New Mexico

3 to 5"-"'p=.m~-""•-,,. . .:---~--';C·-"-'-';..,....·

6 to 8 p.n;.
Courtyard by Marriott
5151 Journal Center Blvd. NE·:
Albuquerque, New Mexico
0

The U.S. Department of Energy's Carlsbad Field Office is hosting ptiblic meetings to:
1. Provide information to the public concerning the requested Class 2 modifications
Hazardous Waste Facility Pl'lrmit for th~ Wa~te Isolation Pilot Plant.

fo the .
..

2. Expl~in the process for submitting co~mehts.

~;'.

3. Provide a forum for an exchahge of views among the public, the facility's owner. ·t::,

·"'

(U.S. Department of Energy), the management and operating contra,ctor (Westinghouse
TRU Solutions LLC), and the regulatgry agency (New Mexico Environment Department).
. .
.
'.1/ -- . , .. •' .
,~ .
. These public meetings will e<;>ver two separate proposed permit mopificatians. The first proposed
modification is a re-submitted request proposing to modify requirements for Orum Age Criteria . ·
(DAC). The current permit does not address certain packaging conftgurations that are anticipated
to be typical of TRU waste packages. The DAC determines how lc;>ng a drum of waste is required to
sit idle prior to headspace gas sampling peing performed. Tt,is,:,sample must be tak~n and analyzed
before waste can be accepted at the WIPP facility. The secopd proposed modification.is for an
increase in the permitted surface storage areas for 1CH:lrum 6verpacks. Currently; 10-drum
overpacks are allowed to,be stored in three areas within the Waste Handling_Building. It is
requested that the stcirage capacity be increa_sed and combined within all three allowable storage
areas. This proposed modifieatk>n:also requests that the descriptions of containers be consolidated .
into one attachment of the Hazardous Waste fafility_..--P_e_rm_i_t.__· _ _ _ _ _.....;.._______~

To obtain informatiori about the proposed Cla~s 2
Permit Modifications, contact Bobby St. John at the
WIPP Information Center, 1-800-336-94n. The
permit modification is also available on the WIPP
Web site, http://www,wlpp.carlsbad.nm.us, and
at the WIPP Information Center; Skeen-Whitlock
Building, 4021 National Parks Highway, ...
Carlsbad, New Mexico '
·

Send written comments to: ·
Mr. Steve Zappe
:New Mexico Environ'ment Oepartm~t
. 2905 Ropeo Park Drive, Building E
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
Phone: 505-827-1560, Extension 1013 .
E-mail: ateve_zappe@nmenv:atate.nm.ua .
Display ad :posted on: May~. 2001
'
.. -.
-Comment period begins: May 8, 2001
Comment pe(io_d ends: July El; 2001
The permittee's compliance history during the
life of the permit being modified Is available from
the Agency contact per~11 (Mr. Steve Zappe).

If you have comments relative to the permit modifications, and would like them addressed by the permittee~, please
subm_it them to Mr. Bobby St. John, P.O. Box 2078, Carlsbad, NM 88221 by June 29, 200,1.
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.Public informatiO~:ftlleetil1gs
On Requested Class 2_ Nl~difications ..
To the Hazardous WasttfFacility Permit-.
For the Waste Isolation· Pilot, Plant
;, , ·
f
.

.

.

1

,.:... . . _,, -':.-:"•'I -; : ._.- .

April 17, 2001
· 3"'.5 p~m.

e~a

p.m. i.
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·· Hobbs, New Mexico ...
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Public Information Meetings
On Class 2 Modification Requests .
To the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit
For the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant
June 5, 2001
3 to 5 p.m.

6 to 8 p.m.
City Council Chambers
-------u511W~~xaS-·--Artesia, New Mexico

June 7, 2001
3 to 5 p.m.
6 to 8 p.m.
Courtyard by Marriott
--:--5151 Jo.umal CenterBlvd....N£____ _ _________ _
Albuquerque, New Mexico

The U.S. Department of Energy's Carlsbad Field Office is hosting public meetings to:
1. Provide information to the public concerning the requested Class 2 modifications to the
Hazardous Waste Facility Permit for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant.
2. Explain the process for submitting comments.
3. Provide a forum for an exchange of views among the public, the facility's owner
(U.S. Department of Energy), the management and operating contractor (Westinghouse
TRU Solutions LLC), and the regulatory agency (New Mexico Environment Department).·
These public meetings will cover two separate-proposed permit modifications. The fir~t proposed
modification is a re-submitted request proposing to modify requirements for Drum Age Criteria
(DAC). The current permit does not address certain packaging configurations that are anticipated
to be typical of TRU waste packages. The DAC determines how long a drum of waste is required to
sit idle prior to headspace gas sampling being performed. "this sample must be taken and analyzed
before waste can be accepted at the WIPP facility. The second proposed modification is for an
increase in the permitted surface storage areas for 10-drum overpacks. Currently, 10-drum
overpacks are allowed to be stored in three areas within the Waste Handling Building. It is
requested that the storage capacity be increased and combined within all three allowable storage
areas. This proposed modification also requests that the descriptions of containers be consolidated
·
into one attachment of the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit.
Send written comments to:

To obtain infom,ation about the proposed Class 2
Permit Modifications, contact Bobby St. John at the
WIPP lnfom,ation Center, 1-800-336-9477. The
permit modification is also available on the WIPP
Web site, http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us, and
at the WIPP lnfom,ation Center, Skeen-Whitlock
Building, 4021 National Parks Highway,
Carlsbad, New Mexico.

. Mr. Steve Zappe
New Mexico Environment Department
2905 Rodeo Park Drive, Building E
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
Phone: 505-827-1560, Extension 1013
E-mail: steve_zappe@nme~v.state.nm.us
Display ad posted on: May 8, 2001
Comment period begins: May 8, 2001
Comment perjod ends: July 6, 2001
The pem,ittee's compliance history during the
life of the permit being modified is available from
the Agency contact person (Mr. Steve Zappe).

If you have comments relative to the pem,it modifications, and would like them addressed by the permittees, please
submit them to Mr. Bobby St. John, P.O. Box 2078, Carlsbad, NM 88221 by June 29, 2001.

Hobbs News-Sun
May 31, 2001
Page 5

Public Information· Meetings
On Class 2 Modification Requests
To the Hazardous Waste _Facility Permit
For the WasteJsol~tion Pilgt Plant
June 5, 2001
3 Jo 5 p.m.
6 to 8 p.m.
City Council Chambers
511 W. Texas
Artesia, New Mexico

June 7, 2001
3 to 5 p.m.
6 to 8 p.m.
Courtyard by Marriott
5151 Journal C~nter Blvd. NE··
Albuquerque, New Mexico

The U.S. Department of Energy's Garlsbad Field Office is hosting public meetings to:
1.
Provide information to the public concerning the requested Class 2 modifications to the
Hazardous Waste Facility Permit for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant. ·
2.
Explain the process for submitting comments.
3.
Provide a forum for an exchange of view~ among the public, the facilities owner (U.S.
Department of Energy), the managemen( and operating contractor (Westinghouse TAU
Solutions LLC), and the regulatory agency (New Mexico Environment Department).
These public meetings will cover two separate proposed permit modifications. The first proposed •··
modification is a re-submitted request proposing to modify requirements for Drum Age Criteria.
(DAC). The current permit does not address certain packaging configurations that are anticipated to ·
be typical of TRU waste packages. The DAO determines how long a drum of waste is required to
sit idle prior to headspace gas sampling being performed. This sample must be taken and analyzed before waste can be accepted at the WIPP facility. The second proposed modification is for
and increase in the permitted surface storage areas for 10-drum overpacks. currently, 10-drum ·
overpacks are allowed to be stored in three areas within the Waste Handling Building. It is request-

;~i~h~:~~~s:~r~~~~i~~~~~Ya~:oi~~~:~~~~ t~;~.t~~~~J~p;~~~no~ ~!~~~n:~~~b~~!':i:~:=~~\',\it,
1

. one attachment of the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit.
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.. ·. · .. · '
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To obtain information about the proposed Class 2 Permit Modifications, contact Bobby
SL John at the WIPP lnfor.mation Center, 1-800·336-9477. · The 'permit modification Is ·
also available on the WIPP Web site, http://www.wlpp.carlsbad.nm.us, and .at the
WIPP information Center, Skeen-Whitlock BuTiding, 4021 .National 'Parks Highway,
Carlsbad, New Mexico

New Mexi~ Enviionmeni Depa~nt
2905 RoddQ Plllk Orive, Building E

Mel'ic<>

Santa Fe}.New
117505
Phori~_:t~28-2517 •

E-m~~~;v:i-~o==;,us ,

..
c~::~:r~~:i:
!:\~•~ocr,.,t ···>>,. ·
his~,:;~g1he life oi ihe pemril ~njj ·

The permittee's compliance
modified is available from the Agency cclfllact person (Mr; •Steve Zappe).

If you have comments relative to the permit modifications, and would like them addressed by the permitt~e,
please submit them to Mr. Bobby St. John, P.O. Box 2078, Carlsbad, NM 88221 by June 29, 2001
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Public Information Meetings
On Class 2 Modification Requests
_
To the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit
For the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant
· June &, 2001 ·
3 to & p.m. _·

8 to 8 p,m.
City Council Chambers_

&11 W. Texas
Artesia, New Mexico

- ·June 7; "2001- ---

--- - · - , .

3tolp.m. ,, •·-, -•
&toep•l

· > ··· 0 •·,<; •

Courtyard by '91•"1~ ., ·_- · .
5151 Journal Center Blvd. 'N£ •, · '·

· Albuquerque, New Mexico,,;, , .·

~===::=Pilot~!~lftcatiol.-lQ

The U.S. Department of Energy's Carlsbad Field Office is hosting ptibfic'meelings to:

-· 1.

~
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8Ubrnitling_:~i ,
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Explain the procees for
._
.,
~
•
·: ' -· :·:?·:··.;
;·--<>+<·?:\'.·.?:,
..
3. Provide aforum for an exchange of views among the pubic, the faclll'ly's owner
(U;S •. Department of Energy), the management a n d - ~ ~ .(V_.~.··sli·npe"M.
TRU Soluliona LLC), and the regulatory agency (New Mexico ~n,er,t .,.
__ . _
.

.

-~=-~~~~-~~=~~~-~,-;;~~·wa- .;· . .

. (DAC).- The current pem,lt does not addl88S certain pa<:kagingcorifiU~-M-, .. _ _·_ _ . _·- '• ':
· to:be ~ I of TRU wute packaget.. lbe DAC determines how long a dlum'9(
alt Idle prior to headapace gas sampling being performed,,; Th~ sampkuriuet~1aiceclai'ICl.!81:- before wa81B can be accepted at tie WIPP facility'. The eecond proposed modificiltion fa fol:-an
increaae in the permitted surface storage areas for 10-drµm ~ ~ . 18-drum -· •.
._ov,erpacks are allowed-~ be stored in three a~~-~ Wast~J-t~I~.:~- ltt. .- .,.-~,- _ _
1Jl'ld combined wlllliirlll
.· ~Je81Bd that the ...........
- - - - capa·c1ty beJncreased
..
.
/ ..
. '_
.. . ~
. . , .....
. .. ... . :

_ areas. _ Thia proposed modification also requeststhattM_descriptiona

~._·.,;;-·>~>·~· •.

~con&11lnn be ccnolidiled

The mail-out for the Centralized Waste Confirmation Facility modification was completed on June
13, 2001. The public notice appeared in the local paper (Carlsbad Current-Argus) the same day.
It was also published in the Albuquerque Journal, Artesia Daily Press, Hobbs News-Sun, Los
Alamos Monitor, Roswell Daily Record, and the Santa Fe New Mexican.

Public Information Meetings
On Proposed Class 3 Modification
To the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit
For the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant
July 17, 2001
3 to 5 p.m.
6 to 8 p.m.
WIPP Information Center
Skeen-Whitlock Building
4021 National Parks Highway
Carlsbad, New Mexico

July 19, 2001
3 to 5 p.m.
6 to 8 p.m.
Courtyard by Marriott
3347 Cerrillos Road
Santa Fe, New Mexico

The U.S. Department of Energy Carlsbad Field Office is hosting public meetings to:
•

Provide information to the public concerning the requested Class 3 modification to
the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP).

•

Explain the process for submitting comments.

•

Provide a forum for an exchange of views among the public, the facility's owner
(U.S. Department of Energy), the management and operating contractor
(Westinghouse TRU Solutions LLC), and the regulatory agency (New Mexico
Environment Department).

DOE is proposing a permit modification to allow for a centralized waste confirmation
facility at WIPP. This permit modification consists of four main parts: allowing waste
confirmation activities to be performed at WIPP, increasing temporary above-ground
storage area and capacity, increasing length of storage time, and managing prohibited
items. The proposed changes are necessary to aid in the cleanup of DOE sites around
the country.
To obtain information about the Class 3 Permit
Modification, contact Bobby St. John at the WIPP
Information Center, 1-800-336-9477. The permit
modifications are also available on the WIPP
Web site, http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us, and
at the WIPP Information Center, Skeen-Whitlock
Building, 4021 National Parks Highway,
Carlsbad, New Mexico.

Send written comments to:
Mr. Steve Zappe
New Mexico Environment Department
2905 Rodeo Park Drive, Building E
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
Phone: 505-428-2517
E-mail steve_zappe@nmenv.state.nm.us
Display ad posted on: June 13, 2001
Comment period begins: June 13, 2001
Comment period ends: August 13, 2001

The permittees' compliance history during the life of the permit being modified is available from the Agency contact
person (Mr. Steve Zappe).
Comments to the permittees relative to this permit modification should be submitted to Mr. Bobby St. John,
P.O. Box 2078, Carlsbad, NM 88221, by August 6, 2001.

Public Information Meetings
On Proposed Class 3 Modification
To the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit
For the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant
July 17, 2001
3 to 5 p.m.
6 to 8 p.m.
WIPP Information Center
Skeen-Whitlock Building
4021 National Parks Highway
Carlsbad, New Mexico

July 18, 2001
3 to 5 p.m.
6 to 8 p.m.
Hyatt Regency Albuquerque
330 Tijeras NW
Albuquerque, New Mexico

July 19, 2001
3 to 5 p.m.
6 to 8 p.m.
Courtyard by Marriott
3347 Cerrillos Road
Santa Fe, New Mexico

The U.S. Department of Energy Carlsbad Field Office is hosting public meetings to:
•

Provide information to the public concerning the requested Class 3 modification to
the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP).

•

Explain the process for submitting comments.

•

Provide a forum for an exchange of views among the public, the facility's owner
(U.S. Department of Energy), the management and operating contractor
(Westinghouse TRU Solutions LLC), and the regulatory agency (New Mexico
Environment Department).

DOE is proposing a permit modification to allow for a centralized waste confirmation
facility at WIPP. This permit modification consists of four main parts: allowing waste
confirmation activities to be performed at WIPP, increasing temporary storage area and
capacity in existing buildings at WIPP, increasing length of storage time, and managing
prohibited items. The proposed changes are necessary to aid in the cleanup of DOE
sites around the country.
To obtain information about the Class 3 Permit
Modification, contact Bobby St. John at the WIPP
Information Center, 1-800-336-9477. The permit
modifications are also available on the WIPP
Web site, http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us, and
at the WIPP Information Center, Skeen-Whitlock
Building, 4021 National Parks Highway,
Carlsbad, New Mexico.

Send written comments to:
Mr. Steve Zappe
New Mexico Environment Department
2905 Rodeo Park Drive, Building 1
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
Phone: 505-428-2517
E-mail steve_zappe@nmenv.state.nm.us
Original display ad posted on: June 13, 2001
Comment period begins: June 13, 2001
Comment period ends: August 13, 2001

The permittees' compliance history during the life of the permit being modified is available from the Agency contact
person (Mr. Steve Zappe).
Comments to the permittees relative to this permit modification should be submitted to Mr. Bobby St. John,
P.O. Box 2078, Carlsbad, NM 88221, by August 6, 2001.

Media Contacts:
Lila King

U.S. Department of Energy
Carlsbad Field Office
Waste Isolation Pilot Plant
P.O. Box 3090
Carlsbad, New Mexico 88221

U.S. Department of Energy
Carlsbad Field Office

(505) 234-7333
(505) 369-2557
Dan Balduini
Westinghouse TRU Solutions LLC

DOENews

(505) 234-7515
(800) 493-9768
http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us

For Immediate Release

DOE to Hold Meetings on Proposed Permit Modification
Regarding Centralized Waste Confirmation Facility
CARLSBAD, N.M., June 6, 2001 - The public is invited to comment on a
proposed modification to the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit for the Waste Isolation
Pilot Plant (WIPP). Submittal of the proposed modification to the New Mexico
Environment Department (NMED) by the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) begins a
formal review process that includes a 60-day public comment period and public
information meetings.

The proposed permit modification contains revisions made as a result of meetings
with NMED officials and review of written public comments. The original proposed
modification was submitted to NMED July 24, 2000, and withdrawn September 29, 2000,
to address comments from the public and NMED. The subsequent proposed
modification was submitted today.
In the request, DOE proposes several changes to its hazardous waste facility
permit, which will allow some of the required waste characteristic confirmation activities
to be performed at the WIPP facility. One concern expressed by the public relates to
how WIPP will deal with prohibited items at the central confirmation facility. Receipt of
prohibited items at WIPP will be a rare occurrence; nonetheless, a clear path for
managing the possibility has been developed. If prohibited items are identified during
confirmation at the WIPP facility, these items will be managed in a safe and legal manner
which may include on-site management, off-site treatment and/or disposal, and/or
returning the prohibited item to the generator/storage site.
-More-

-2Under the terms of the existing permit and the proposed modification, only waste
adequately characterized in accordance with current regulations will be shipped to WIPP.
The requested modification allows the confirmation step to occur at WIPP, rather than at
the site that generated the waste. This confirmatory analysis at WIPP would be used in
lieu of building expensive analytical facilities at sites with small inventories of transuranic
waste. The other changes relate to storage locations, volumes, and durations to
accommodate waste confirmation activities at WIPP. This initiative is a safe and efficient
option for accelerating cleanup of DOE sites nationwide.
Waste characterization is the process of identifying and describing the physical,
chemical, and radiological properties of transuranic waste. DOE uses this information to
determine whether the waste meets regulatory requirements for transportation to WIPP.
Confirmation is the process of verifying the characterization data and ensures that waste
meets the specific disposal criteria defined in the permit.
The proposed modification conforms to industry standards for handling hazardous
materials and does not compromise the safety of the facility, its employees, or the public.
DOE issued a revised Record of Decision (ROD) for the Department of Energy's
Waste Management Program: Treatment and Storage of Transuranic Waste in
December 2000. The original ROD was issued on January 23, 1998. In the revision to
the ROD, DOE has established the capability at WIPP to prepare for disposal up to
1,250 cubic meters of contact-handled transuranic (CH-TRU) waste out of about 7,000
cubic meters expected to be received annually for disposal at WIPP.
Informational meetings are scheduled for July 17 in Carlsbad and July 19 in
Santa Fe. Both informational meetings will consist of two sessions - 3-5 p.m. and 6-8
p.m. The meeting in Carlsbad will be held at the WIPP Information Center, SkeenWhitlock Building, 4021 National Parks Highway. The Santa Fe meeting will take place
at the Courtyard by Marriott, 3347 Cerrillos Road. Individuals attending the public
information meetings will be provided envelopes addressed to NMED for use in
submitting written comments. Written comments will be accepted through August 13.

-More-

-3All written comments must be sent to Mr. Steve Zappe, New Mexico Environment
Department, 2905 Rodeo Park Drive, Building 1, Santa Fe, NM 87505. Mr. Zappe is also
accepting comments by e-mail at steve_zappe@nmenv.state.nm.us, or he can be
reached by telephone at (505) 428-2517.
The public can obtain more information on the proposed permit modification by
logging onto the WIPP Home Page, http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us, and from the WIPP
Information Center, 4021 National Parks Highway, Carlsbad, or phone 1-800-336-WIPP
(9477). Comments to the permittees relative to this permit modification should be
submitted to Mr. Bobby St. John, P.O. Box 2078, Carlsbad, NM 88221, by August 6.
Additionally, information on WIPP's compliance with the permit can be obtained from
NMED.
WIPP, a cornerstone of DO E's cleanup effort, is the nation's first repository for the
permanent disposal of defense-generated transuranic radioactive waste left from
research and production of nuclear weapons.
Located in southeastern New Mexico, 26 miles east of Carlsbad, project facilities
include disposal rooms excavated in an ancient, stable salt formation 2,150 feet (almost
one-half mile) underground. Waste disposal operations began at WIPP March 26, 1999.
Transuranic waste consists of clothing, tools, rags, debris, residues, and other
disposable items contaminated with radioactive elements, mostly plutonium.
-30-
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---DOE Proposes Modification
To Hazardous Waste Facility Permit

<~~
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Centralized Waste Confirmation Facility
Background

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has proposed a modification to
its Hazardous Waste Facility Permit for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant
(WIPP) in support of the DOE cleanup effort.
As part of a Class 3 permit modification request, DOE proposes to
perform confirmation of waste characterization at WIPP. Waste
confirmation is defined as obtaining data through testing, sampling, or
analysis that confirms acceptable knowledge. The proposed changes,
which DOE submitted to the New Mexico Environment Department
(NMED) on June 6, 2001, will not adversely affect worker safety, public
health, or the environment. NMED issued the original permit in
October 1999.
The current proposed modification is a revision of a Class 2
modification request submitted to NMED on July 24, 2000, and then
withdrawn by DOE on September 29, 2000. The revised modification
addresses comments received during the previous comment period.
DOE's priority at WIPP is to dispose of transuranic waste from U.S.
defense activities in a safe, environmentally sound and cost-effective
manner, in order to expeditiously cleanup DOE facilities that store this
waste.
Currently, all transuranic (TRU) mixed waste characterization and
confirmatory analyses must be performed prior to the shipment of
waste to WIPP. Seventeen sites across the country store small
quantities of TRU waste. DOE would incur large expenses if it were
required to build waste confirmation facilities at these sites. The

proposed modification would allow confirmation ofcharacterized waste
to occur at one central location, WIPP.
The proposed changes would still require waste to be characterized
prior to shipment, but the confirmation process would take place at
WIPP. Currently, each site undergoes a lengthy audit process and
must be recertified each year.

What is
Proposed?

DOE proposes to locate a centralized confirmation facility at WIPP. In
the permit modification, DOE requests the following:
•

Shipment of waste to WIPP for confirmation analysis

•

Increased temporary storage capacity in the above-ground
facilities at WIPP

•

Increased temporary storage time in the above-ground
facilities at WIPP to one calendar year

•

Additional temporary above-ground waste storage areas at
WIPP

•

Authorization to manage prohibited items should such items
be inadvertently sent to WIPP

•

Elimination of redundant audits at Small Quantity Sites

Waste Confirmation

The permit authorizes the use of acceptable knowledge to characterize
waste at the sites where it is stored. Radiography, visual examination,
and headspace gas sampling and analysis are methods the permit
specifies for confirming acceptable knowledge about waste.
The permit allows the use of acceptable knowledge to characterize
waste at the generator sites. "Acceptable Knowledge" documents
contain information regarding the nature of the waste in a waste
stream and what hazardous constituents are in the waste stream.
Many waste streams have been tracked from the time they were
generated and have extensive records that describe their
characteristics.
The acceptable knowledge procedure is described in the proposed
permit modification and will be approved by NMED through an audit.

Increased Storage Capacity

DOE proposes an increase in above-ground temporary storage
capacity at WIPP by 30.5 cubic meters (approximately 40 cubic yards).
This increase is necessary for WIPP to continue receiving shipments
while confirming waste. Waste drums would be temporarily stored
above ground while awaiting confirmation. Upon confirmation, the
drums would be placed underground in the repository.
Increased Storage Time

Under the current permit, waste can be stored for 60 days above
ground before it must be disposed of. DOE proposes increasing that
time limit to one calendar year. The steps in the confirmation process
dictate the need for this time frame. No waste would remain above
ground longer than one calendar year from the date the manifest or
bill-of-lading is signed by personnel receiving the waste at WIPP.
Additional Storage Areas

Additional temporary storage space is necessary to perform the
confirmation activities. All additional storage areas would be located
within the Waste Handling Building, which is already permitted as a
hazardous waste management unit. All additional storage areas would
be clearly marked and properly managed.
Management of Prohibited Items

One concern expressed by the public relates to how WIPP would deal
with prohibited items at the central confirmation facility. Receipt of
prohibited items at WIPP would be unlikely; nonetheless, a clear path
for managing such items has been developed. If prohibited items are
identified during confirmation at the WIPP facility, these items will be
managed in a safe and legal manner, which may include on-site
treatment, off-site treatment and disposal, or return of the prohibited
item to the shipping site. No prohibited item would remain in surface
storage beyond a 10-day time limit.

What are the
Benefits?

The benefits of the proposed modifications are numerous. It is very
expensive and time consuming to provide each small quantity site with
individual facilities to perform these operations. Centralizing the
process at one facility will save the taxpayers millions of dollars and
expedite the cleanup and closure of waste sites. It would also allow
NMED greater regulatory oversight of the confirmation process.

Comments

Comments must be sent to Mr. Steve Zappe, New Mexico
Environment Department, 2905 Rodeo Park Drive, Building E,
Santa Fe, NM 87505. They may also be e-mailed:
steve_zappe@nmenv.state.nm.us or faxed to 505-428-2567. Only
written comments will be accepted through August 13, 2001. A copy of
the permit modification may be viewed or copied at the NMED offices
of Mr. Steve Zappe.

For more
Information

For more information about transuranic waste shipments and
procedures, or to be placed on the WIPP mailing list, call the WIPP
Information Center at 1-800-336-WIPP (9477). You also may visit the
WIPP Home Page at http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us. Comments to
the permittees relative to this permit modification should be submitted to
Mr. Bobby St. John, P.O. Box 2078, Carlsbad, NM 88221, by August 6,
2001.
If you prefer, write to:
WIPP Information Center
U.S. Department of Energy
Carlsbad Field Office
P.O. Box 3090
Carlsbad, NM 88221

The Artesia Daily PreS4;;;
June 13, 2001
Page 8

Public Information Meetings
On Proposed Class 3 Modification
To the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit
For the .Waste Isolation Pilot Plant
July-11', 2001
3 to 5 p.m.·
6to 8 p.m.
WIPP Information Center
Skeen-Whitlock Building
4021 National Parks Hlghway
Carlsbad, New Mexico

July 19, 2001
3 to 5 p.m.
6 to 8 p.m.
Courtyard by Marriott
3347 Cerrillo• Road
Santa Fe, New Mexico

The U.S. Department of Energy Carlsbad Field Office is hosting public meetings to:
•

Provide information to the public concerning the requested Class 3 modification to
the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit for the ~aste Isolation _Pilot Plant (WIPP).

•

Explain the process for s4bmitting commt?nts.

•

Provide a forum for an exchange of views among the public, the facility's owner
(U.S. Department of Energy), the management and operating contractor
(Westinghouse TRU Solutions LLC), and the regulatory agency (New Mexico
Environment Department).
·

DOE is proposing a p~rmit modification to allow for a centralized waste confirmation
facility at WIPP. This permit modification consists of four main parts: allowing waste
confirmation activities to be performed at WIPP, increasing temporary above-ground
storage area and capacity, increasing length of storage time, and managing prohibited
items. The proposed changes are necessary to aid in the cleanup of DOE sites around
the country.
·

.-----------------------,
to: :·

To obtain information about the Class 3 Permit
Modification, contact Bobby St. John at the WIPP
Information Center, 1-800-336-94n. The permit
modifications are also available on the WIPP
Web site, http://www.wipp.cartsbad.nm.ua, and
at the WIPP Information Center, Skeen-Whitlock
Building, 4021 National Par1ts Highway,
Carlsbad, New Mexico.

Send wrttten commenta
Mr. Steve Zappe
,
New Mexico Environment Departm'ent
2905 Rodeo Par1t Drive, Building E ,
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Phone: 505-428-2517
E'-mail ateve_zappe@nmenv.atate.nm.ua
. Display ad posted on: June 13, 2001
Commerit period begins: June 13, 2001
Comment period ends: August 13, 2001

The permlttees' compliance history. during the life of the pennit being modified is available from the Agency contact
person (Mr.. Steve Zappe).
Comments to the permittees relative to this permit modification 'should be submitted to Mr. Bobby St. :John,
P.O. Box 2078, Carlsbad, NM 88221, by August 6, 2001.
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Public Information Meetings
On Proposed Class 3 Modification·.
To the.Hazardous Was.te FaciUty Per~it
For the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant
July 17, 2001
3 to 5 p.m.
·6 to a p.m ..
WIPP Information Center
Skeen-Whitlock Bufldlog
4021 National Parks Highway
Carlsbad, New Mexico . .

July 19, 2001
3 to 5 p.m.
6to 8 p.m~
Courtyard by Marriott
3347 Cerrlllos Road
Santa Fe, New Mexico

The U.S. Depart_ment of Energy Carlsbad Field_ Office is hosting public nieetings to:
•

Provide information to thE;i public concerning the requested Class 3 modification to
the Hazaroous Waste Facility Permit for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP).

•

Explain the process for submittin9, comments.

•

Provide· a foru111 for an exchangetf views among the public, the facility's owner
(U.S. Departm,entof Energy), the management an~ operatlng contractor
(Westinghouse TRUS()lutions LLC), and the regul~tory agency (New Mexico
Environment Department).
··

.

'

a

DOE is proposing permit modification to allow for a ·centralized waste· confirmation
facility at WIPP. This permit modification cor:isists of four main parts: allowing waste
confirmation activities to be·performed atWIPP, increasing temporary above-ground
storage area and capacity, increasing·length of storage time, and managing pr-0hibited
items. The proposed changes are necessary to aid in the cleanup of DOE sites around
the country.
·
·
·
· ··
To obtain information about the proposed Class 3 ·
Permit Modifications, contact Bobby St. John at the
WIPP Information.Center, 1-800-336-947i The
permit modificatio,ns are also available on the WIPP
Web site, http://www,wipp,c;arlsbad.nm.~s, a_nd
at the WIPP Information Center, Skeen-Whitlock·
Building, 4041 National Parks Highway,
· '
Carlsb~d. New Me)fico ·. .
1

Send written ,comments to:
Mr. Steve Zappa
New Mexico Environment Department
2905 Rodeo Park Drive, Bliding E
Santa Fe, New Mexico ftjsos
. .· Phone: 505428-2517 · . ·
. .
E-mail steve_:zappe@"-menv.state.nm.us. ·
Display ad posted oni June. 1~. 2001
Comment peciod begins: June 13, ~t
Comment perfod ends: August
2®1

1a;

'-------,---,----.-------""'--'I'

The permittees' compliance history during the.Ute of the permit being modified is availal':IJe from the ~encyJX>ntact
person (Mr. Steve Zappe). '·
..· i.
·
·
·
·
·. . - ·•
·
·'
· , ' · .,

I

Comm~pts to the permitte~s relati~e- to this permit.modification ·should. be s~bmitted to Mr'. Bobby
P.O, Box 2078, Carlsbad, NM 88221,byAugust 6, 2001.
-·
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