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The Carlsbad Field Office (CBFO} conducted the subject audit March 27-29, 2012. 
The interim audit report is attached. 

The audit team concluded that the Oak Ridge National Laboratory {ORNL) Central 
Characterization Project (CCP) technical and quality assurance programs for data 
generated during waste characterization activities performed from the previous audit 
(Audit A-11-08, February 8-10, 2011) until the suspension of characterization 
activities in July 2011, were adequate to requirements in the Waste Isolation Pilot 
Plant (WIPP) Hazardous Waste Facility Permit (HWFP}, the CBFO Quality 
Assurance Program Document, the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) Waste 
Acceptance Criteria, and the Remote-Handled Transuranic (TRU} Waste 
Characterization Program Implementation Plan. The audit team determined that the 
applicable ORNUCCP procedures were satisfactorily implemented and the evaluated 
processes were effective for data generated during the referenced timeframe. 

Since ORNUCCP suspended characterization activities at the ORNL, the audit team 
was unable to evaluate Headspace Gas (HSG) sampling, Real-Time Radiography 
(RTR), Visual Examination (VE), Nondestructive Assay (NDA), and Dose-To-Curie 
(D-T -C) characterization activities in the field, or verify personnel and equipment were 
available to continue characterization activities. For this reason, the audit team was 
unable to determine the implementation and effectiveness of characterization 
procedures for HSG sampling, RTR, VE, NDA, and 0-T-C: therefore, these 
processes were deemed indeterminate. 

The audit team verified that acceptable knowledge activities (including data quality 
objective reconciliation and preparation of waste stream profile forms), project level 
data validation and verification, WIPP Waste Information System/Waste Data 
System data entry, and quality assurance activities (nonconformance reporting, 
records management, and training qualifications), as related to the HWFP Waste 
Analysis Plan, continue to be adequate, satisfactorily implemented, and effective. 
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No CBFO Corrective Action Reports were issued as a result of the audit. Two 
conditions adverse to quality, isolated in nature, were corrected during the audit. No 
Observations were identified during the audit and no Recommendations were offered 
to ORNUCCP management for consideration. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at (575) 234-7065. 
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