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Allen, Pam, NMENV 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Maestas, Ricardo, NMENV 
Wednesday, July 11, 2012 11 :58 AM 
Allen , Pam, NMENV 
FW: drum picture 

A'? ENTERED 

Attachments: Response to Inquiry- Punctured Drum June 19 2012_rev a.docx; Drum picture June 
2012.JPG 

WIPP file 

From: Kliphuis Trais, NMENV 
Sent: Tuesda , =l ~o~n - 2o, 2012_~-~ 
To: Holmes, Steve, NMENV; Maestas, Ricardo, NMENV 
Subject: FW: drum picture 

This answers Steve's question about the height. I am still working on the other questions. 

From: Basabilvazo, George - DOE [mailto :George.Basabilvazo@wipp.ws] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 26, 2012 7:23 AM 
To: Kliphuis, Trais, NMENV; Stone, Anthony - DOE 
Subject: drum picture 

Trais, 

Attached is a description of the event associated with drum damage and a picture. 

«Response to Inquiry- Punctured Drum June 19 2012_rev a.docx» «Drum picture June 2012.JPG» 

George T. Basabilvazo 

Director, Office of Environment, Safety & Health 

DOE/Carlsbad Field Office 

P.O. Box 3090 

Carlsbad, New Mexico 88221 

Ph: (575) 234-7488 

Cell : (575) 706-0083 

1 120619 
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Response to Inquiry 
June 19, 2012 

Drum damaged during underground emplacement 

At approximately 1 p.m. on June 19, 2012, as waste handling crews were offloading and stacking waste 
drums in Room 5, Panel 6, for disposal, at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant {WIPP), the forklift operator 
struck an emplaced container, creating an approximate three inch puncture in the emplaced waste 
drum. 

As required by procedure, all equipment was placed in a safe condition and waste crews immediately 
left the immediate area to report the incident and assess the situation. Ventilation was also switched 
from "normal" to "filtration" mode as a precaution to ensure no contaminants left the WIPP 
underground. 

Radiological monitoring for personnel in the immediate work area did not reveal contamination on any 
of the workers involved. Radiological air monitoring equipment for the affected work area, designed to 
detect air borne contamination, did not alarm or indicate any detection of contamination. 

The 100-gallon waste drum was from Idaho National Laboratory and consisted of compacted transuranic 
{TRU) waste debris. There were tubular spacers inside the drum, separating the compacted TRU waste 
from the drum wall. 

Operations and radiological control personnel developed a work plan and within hours, had taken 
surveys (smears) of the drum and conducted radiological surveys of the area and equipment for 
contamination. No contamination was found and the drum puncture was sealed. As a precautionary 
measure, workers wore protective clothing while performing surveys. 

As a courtesy, the New Mexico Environment Department and Environmental Protection Agency were 
notified of the event. Waste handling activities resumed on June 19, 2012 . 




