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March 26, 2013

Secretary Steven Chu

Office of the Secretary
Department of Energy

1000 Independence Ave SW
Washington DC 20585
The.Secretary@hq.doe.gov

RE: Proposal to Ship Hanford High-Level Radioactive Waste to New Mexico
Dear Secretary Chu,

We write to you regarding the Department of Energy’s (DOE) News Release and subsequent
publication in the Federal Register on March 11, 2013 of DOE’s “preferred alternative” to retrieve,
treat, package, characterize and certify certain Hanford tank wastes for disposal at the Waste
Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) in Carlsbad, New Mexico." As detailed below, DOE’s proposed course
of action would fail to resolve or meaningfully address potential threats to the Columbia River from
leaking high-level radioactive waste (HLW) tanks at Hanford. The waste proposed for treatment and
transfer to WIPP is too small a fraction of the total inventory of Hanford tank waste to make the
investment worthwhile and the proposal does not prioritize the leaking single-shell tanks. Further,
DOE’s “preferred alternative” would likely have a disastrous impact on both efforts to arrive at a
national nuclear waste strategy and associated progress at the WIPP facility from legal, technical and
institutional perspectives.

With such caution in mind, we urge you to ensure DOE complies with the law and retracts the
preferred alternative of attempting to ship high-level radioactive waste to New Mexico. It is costly,
unwise and illegal to ship Hanford tank waste to WIPP. DOE should move as quickly as practicable
to build new tanks to empty the actively leaking high-level radioactive waste tanks and have tank
capacity for eventual feed to the Waste Treatment Plant. We would be happy to meet with your
successor in the coming weeks to discuss these and other matters. We further detail these matters
below.

Background

As national and regional groups that have worked on the nuclear weapons complex cleanup for
decades, we share DOE’s concerns about protecting human health, the environment, and of course,
the Columbia River and its central role as the lifeblood of the Pacific Northwest. We also share
concerns about achieving an effective high-level waste program inclusive of state, tribal and public

! EIS-0391: Notice of Preferred Alternative, 78 Fed. Reg. 15358, (March 11, 2013). Notice available at:
hitp://energy.gov/nepa/downloads/eis-0391 -notice-preferred-alternative.
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with your successor and staff to discuss these matters. Thank for your consideration and we look
forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Geoffrey H. Fettus, Senior Attorney

Natural Resources Defense Council, Nuclear Program
1152 15" St. NW, #300

Washington, D.C. 20005

(202) 289-6868

gfettus@nrdc.org

T it

Tom Carpenter, Executive Director
Hanford Challenge

219 1* Ave S, Suite 310

Seattle, WA 98118

(206)419-5829
tomc@hanfordchallenge.org

L et

Don Hancock, Director

Southwest Research and Information Center, Nuclear Waste Safety Program
105 Stanford SE

PO Box 4524

Albuquerque, NM 87196

(505) 262-1862

sricdon@earthlink.net

cc: David Huizenga (DOE), Governor Jay Inslee, Governor John Kitzhaber, Maia Bellon (WA State
Department of Ecology), Governor Susana Martinez, Senator Maria Cantwell, Senator Patty Murray,
Senator Jeff Merkley, Senator Ron Wyden, Senator Martin Heinrich, Senator Tom Udall, Representative
Doc Hastings, and Representative Adam Smith

NMED: DOE released the Draft TC & WM EIS in October 2009 (74 FR 56194) for review and comment by
other Federal agencies, states, American Indian tribal governments, local governments, and the public. The
comment period was 185 days, from October 30, 2009, to May 3, 2010.



