
Mr. John E. Kieling, Chief 
Hazardous Waste Bureau 

Department of Energy 
Carlsbad Field Office 

P.O. Box 3090 
Carlsbad, New Mexico 88221 

JAN 1 7 2014 

New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 

, IA~I Z Z 2014 

Hazardou~; '0a~te Bureau 

Subject: Transmittal of Revised Documents and CBFO Responses to NMED Comments on the 
Final Audit Report for Closeout Audit A-13-19 of the INL Analytical Laboratories 
Utilizing the Central Characterization Program 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

This letter transmits the Carlsbad Field Office (CBFO) responses to New Mexico Environment 
Department (NMED) comments on the Final Audit Report for Recertification Audit A-13-19 of 
the Idaho National Laboratory (INL) Analytical Laboratories Utilizing the Central Characterization 
Program, as well as the revised C6-2 Checklist. The applicable C6 Checklist was revised to 
address the issues identified in a letter from the NMED dated December 10, 2013. 

I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under my 
direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified 
personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the 
person or persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering 
the information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, 
accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false 
information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations. 

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Michael R Brown, Director of the CBFO Office of 
Quality Assurance, at (575) 234-7476. 

Enclosures 
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Sincerely, 

(L~ 
Jo e t.%nco, Manager 
C rlsbad Field Office 
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RESPONSES TO NMED COMMENTS ON THE IDAHO NATIONAL LABORATORY 
ANALYTICAL LABORATORIES/CENTRAL CHARACTERIZATION PROGRAM 

(INL/CCP LABS) FINAL AUDIT REPORT A-13-19 

1. Question 17 of the C6 Checklist- indicated that the procedure citation given, the CCP-P0-
030, Section 4. 7.2 answers the question. This procedure was not included in the audit report 
as a hard copy or electronically. 

Response: Procedure CCP-P0-030 was added to the report in Attachment 4, Table of 
Audited Documents, and Attachment 6, Procedure Revision Matrix. Procedure CCP-P0-030 
will also be sent electronically. 

2. Questions 117 and 124 of the C6 Checklist indicate that the procedure citation given, 
CCP-TP-180, Section 4.10.1 answers the question. The citation does not exist in Revision 3 
of the procedure. 

Response: Section 4.1 0.1 in procedure CCP-TP-180 is not the correct citation for questions 
117 and 124 of the C6 Checklist. The C6 Checklist was revised to reflect the correct citation, 
Section 4.9. 

3. Question 127 of the C6 Checklist indicates that the procedure citation given, CCP-TP-182, 
Sections 7.22, 7.23, 7.24, 7.25, 7.26, 7.27, 7.31, 8, 9, Appendix B, and Appendix C answer the 
question. Procedure CCP-TP -182 that was included with the audit report, both hardcopy and 
electronic, Sections 7.14.1 through 7. 3 5. 5 are in an edit mode (redline strikeout) and 
somewhat difficult to comprehend. Please submit a clean version of the procedure. 

Response: A corrected record copy of procedure CCP-TP-182 is being submitted, both 
hardcopy and electronic. 

4. Question 127a of the C6 Checklist indicates that the procedure citations given, CCP-TP-196, 
Sections 4.10 and Section 11 answer the question. Section 11 does not exist. The correct 
citation should be Section 4.11. 

Response: Section 4.10 and Section 11 in procedure CCP-TP-196 are not the correct 
citations for questions 127a of the C6 Checklist. The C6 Checklist was revised to reflect the 
correct citation, Section 4.11. 
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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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Carlsbad Field Office (CBFO) Closeout Audit A-13-19 was conducted to evaluate the 
continued adequacy, implementation, and effectiveness of the Idaho National 
Laboratory (INL) Analytical Solids and Headspace Gas Laboratories transuranic (TRU) 
waste characterization activities performed under the Nuclear Waste Partnership LLC 
(NWP) Central Characterization Program (CCP) relative to the requirements detailed in 
the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) Hazardous Waste Facility Permit (HWFP), the 
CBFO Quality Assurance Program Document (QAPD), and the Transuranic Waste 
Acceptance Criteria for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WAC). 

The activities evaluated include the Environmental Chemistry Laboratory (ECL) for 
headspace gas (HSG) analysis of Summary Category Group (SCG) S5000 debris 
waste, and the Analytical Chemistry Laboratory (ACL) for solids analysis of SCG S3000 
homogeneous sol ids and SCG S4000 soils/gravel waste. Generation-level data 
validation and verification and SUMMA® canister preparation and certification for use by 
other generator sites were also evaluated for both laboratories, as applicable. The 
closeout audit was based on the Class 2 Permit Modification Request approved by the 
New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) on March 13, 2013, which included the 
removal of chemical analytical sampling and analysis and HSG sampling and analysis 
from the TRU waste characterization process. 

INL/CCP completed characterization activities on March 13, 2013. No new containers 
were introduced into the characterization process after that date. Containers requiring 
the completion of data generation-level and project-level activities to finalize the 
characterization processes were managed for a short time thereafter. Emphasis of the 
audit was placed on characterization reporting activities completed since the last 
certification audit (A-12-14) , as well as on the process for project termination and 
closure documentation. 

The audit was performed at the CBFO Skeen-Whitlock Building in Carlsbad, NM, 
July 9-11 , 2013. No conditions adverse to quality (CAQs) were identified or corrected 
during the audit (CDA). Also, there were no CAQs requiring the issuance of a 
Corrective Action Report (CAR). No observations were identified during the audit, and 
no recommendations were offered for management consideration. 

The audit team concluded that, overall , the INL/CCP technical and quality assurance 
(QA) programs, as applicable to the audited activities, were adequate, satisfactorily 
implemented, and effective for compliance with upper-tier requirements. TRU waste 
characterization and certification activities have been completed at the INL/CCP 
Analytical Laboratories and applicable requirements for closure have been verified. 



2.0 SCOPE AND PURPOSE 

2.1 Scope 
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The audit team evaluated the continued adequacy, implementation, and effectiveness of 
the programs and requirements controlling the INLICCP TRU waste characterization 
activities for HSG analysis of SCG S5000 debris waste; solids analysis of SCG S3000 
homogeneous solids and SCG S4000 soils/gravel waste; generation-level data 
validation and verification; and SUMMA® canister preparation and certification for use 
by other generator sites. 

The following general elements were evaluated 

• Results of Previous Audits 
• Changes in Programs or Operations 
• New Programs or Activities Being Implemented 
• Changes in Key Personnel 

The following CBFO QA elements were audited : 

• Personnel Qualification and Training 
• Records 
• Nonconformances 
• Sample Control 
• Control of Measuring and Test Equipment 

The following HWFP Waste Analysis Plan (WAP)-related waste characterization 
techn ical elements were audited: 

• Generation-Level Data Validation and Verification 
• Headspace Gas Sampling Analysis 
• Solids Sampling and Analysis 
• SUMMA® Sample Canister Preparation 

Evaluation of adequacy of the INLICCP Analytical Laboratories documents was based 
on current revisions of the following documents: 

• Waste Isolation Pilot Plant Hazardous Waste Facility Permit, NM4890139088-
TSDF, New Mexico Environment Department 

• CBFO Quality Assurance Program Document, DOE/CBF0-94-1012 
• Transuranic Waste Acceptance Criteria for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant, 

DOE/WIPP-02-3122 
• CCP Transuranic Waste Characterization Quality Assurance Project Plan, 

CCP-P0-001 
• CCP Transuranic Waste Certification Plan, CCP-P0-002 
• CCP/INL Interface Document, CCP-P0-024 



• Related technical and QA implementing procedures 

2.2 Purpose 
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Audit A-13-19 was conducted to assess the INL/CCP Analytical Laboratories waste 
characterization activities related to the certification of HSG sampling analysis of SCG 
S5000 debris waste and solids sampling analysis of SCG S3000 homogeneous solids 
and SCG S4000 soils/gravel waste for compliance to the HWFP WAP and the WAC 
requirements. The audit team also evaluated the INL/CCP Analytical Laboratories QA 
program with regard to the requirements of the CBFO QAPD. 

3.0 AUDIT TEAM AND OBSERVERS 

Auditors/Technical Specialists 

Martin Navarrete CBFO Management Representative, CBFO Office of 

Priscilla Y. Martinez 

Berry Pace 
Paul Gomez 
Mavis Lin 

Observers 
Norma Castaneda 
Mark Doherty 

4.0 AUDIT PARTICIPANTS 

Quality Assurance 
Audit Team Leader, CBFO Technical Assistance 
Contractor (CTAC) 
Auditor, CTAC 
Technical Specialist, CTAC 
Technical Specialist, CTAC 

CBFO Office of the National TRU Program (NTP) 
CTAC/NTP 

The individuals contacted during the audit are identified in Attachment 1. A pre-audit 
meeting was held in Carlsbad , NM, at the CBFO Skeen-Whitlock Building, Room T224, 
on July 9, 2013. Daily briefings were held with INLICCP management representatives 
and staff to discuss the previous day's issues and deficiencies. The audit was 
concluded with a post-audit meeting held at the CBFO Skeen-Whitlock Building , Room 
T224, on July 11 , 2013. 

5.0 SUMMARY OF AUDIT RESULTS 

5.1 Program Adequacy and Implementation 

This audit was performed to assess the ability of the INL/CCP Analytical Laboratories to 
characterize waste to the requirements specified in the CBFO QAPD, the HWFP WAP, 
and the WAC. The characterization activities assessed were HSG sampling analysis of 
SCG S5000 debris waste and solids sampling analysis of SCG S3000 homogeneous 
solids and SCG S4000 soils/gravel waste. Other areas evaluated were generation-level 
data validation and verification, and SUMMA® canister preparation and certification for 
use by other generator sites. The characterization methods evaluated , as described in 
the body of this report, were HSG sampling analysis and solids sampling analysis. 
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Additionally, QA program elements within the HWFP WAP C6-1 checklist were 
evaluated, including nonconformance reporting , QA records, and personnel qualification 
and training. 

The audit team concluded that the INUCCP TRU waste characterization activities, as 
described in the associated INUCCP implementing procedures, are satisfactory in 
meeting upper-tier requirements. Attachment 2 is a list of personnel contacted during 
the audit by area evaluated. Attachment 3 contains the objective evidence compiled 
during the audit (provided in boxes). Attachment 4 is the table of audited documents. 
Attachment 5 is a list of processes and equipment evaluated during the audit. 
Attachment 6 is the procedure revision matrix. Details of audit activities are described 
below. 

5.2 General 

5.2.1 Results of Previous Audits 

The results of CBFO Recertification Audit A-12-14 of the INUCCP Analytical 
Laboratories were examined . No CAQs requiring the issuance of a CAR were issued 
as a result of the referenced audit. 

5.2.2 Changes in Programs or Operations 

No changes in programs or operations have occurred since the previous audit (CBFO 
Recertification Audit A-12 -14). 

5.2.3 New Programs or Activities Being Implemented 

No new programs or new activities have been implemented by the INUCCP Analytical 
Laboratories since the previous audit (CBFO Certification Audit A-12-14). All TRU 
waste characterization and certification activities are being completed for closure of the 
two laboratories. 

5.2.4 Changes in Key Personnel 

No changes in key personnel have been made by the INUCCP Analytical Laboratories 
since the previous audit (CBFO Recertification Audit A-12-14) . 

5.3 WAP-related Quality Assurance Activities 

Each QA element audited is discussed in detail in the following sections. The methods 
used to select objective evidence are discussed, the objective evidence used to assess 
compliance with the WAP and the CBFO QAPD is cited briefly, and the results of the 
assessments are provided. The following WAP-related QA elements were evaluated by 
the audit team: 



5.3.1 Personnel Qualification and Training 
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The audit team verified that the INLICCP Analytical Laboratories met the requirements 
of CBFO QAPD Section 1.2, Personnel Qualification and Training. The audit team 
conducted interviews with responsible personnel in the CCP Training department. The 
audit team reviewed procedure CCP-QP-002, Rev. 35, CCP Training and Qualification 
Plan, to determine the degree to which the procedure adequately addresses the upper
tier requirements. The results of the review indicate that the procedure adequately 
addresses upper-tier requirements. Personnel training records associated with HSG 
sampling analysis and solids sampling analysis were examined to verify implementation 
of associated requirements and to verify that personnel performing characterization 
activities are appropriately qualified . 

No WAP-related concerns related to personnel qualification and training were identified 
during the audit. The procedure reviewed and objective evidence assembled and 
evaluated during the audit provided evidence that the applicable requirements for 
personnel qualification and training are adequately established for compliance with 
upper-tier requirements, satisfactory in the implementation of these requirements, and 
effective in achieving the desired results. 

5.3.2 Records 

The audit team verified that the INLICCP Analytical Laboratories met the requirements 
of CBFO QAPD Section 1.5, Records. The audit team reviewed procedures 
CCP-P0-001, Rev. 21 , CCP Transuranic Waste Characterization Quality Assurance 
Project Plan; CCP-P0-002, Rev. 27, CCP Transuranic Waste Certification Plan; 
CCP-QP-008, Rev. 21 , CCP Records Management; and CCP-QP-01 0, Rev. 23, CCP 
Document Preparation, Approval, and Control, to determine the degree to which the 
procedures adequately address upper-tier requirements . The results of the review 
indicate that the procedures adequately address upper-tier requirements. 

The audit team interviewed records management personnel and observed activities to 
determine if the INLICCP records storage methods were in compliance with procedural 
and WAP requirements. Documents for records coordinator designation and training, 
records transmittals, and record indices were reviewed during the evaluation. The audit 
team observed records management activities at the Records department and the 
WIPP Records Archive. Control of QA records was verified through review of the 
Records Inventory and Disposition Schedule (RIDS) dated 8/2/2012. 

No WAP-related concerns related to records were identified during the audit. The 
procedures reviewed and objective evidence assembled and evaluated during the audit 
provided evidence that the applicable requirements for records are adequately 
established for compliance with upper-tier requirements, satisfactory in the 
implementation of these requirements, and effective in achieving the desired results. 



5.3.3 Nonconformances 
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The audit team verified that the INL/CCP Analytical Laboratories met the requirements 
of CBFO QAPD Section 1.3, Quality Improvement. The audit team conducted 
interviews with representatives of the CCP QA program and reviewed CCP-QP-005, 
Rev. 22, CCP TRU Nonconforming Item Reporting and Control, to determine the degree 
to which the procedure adequately addresses upper-tier requirements. The results of 
the review indicate that the procedure adequately addresses the upper-tier 
requirements. 

The audit team selected a sampling of nonconformance reports (NCRs) and a CAR 
(only one CAR has been issued since the last audit, A-12-14) for review to ensure that 
CAQs were appropriately identified, documented, dispositioned, investigation and root 
cause analysis performed where mandated, resolved , and tracked through closure. The 
audit team verified that the INL/CCP Analytical Laboratories were appropriately 
documenting and reporting WAP-related nonconformances (identified at the site project 
management level) to CBFO as required . 

The audit team reviewed the following NCRs/CAR: 

CAR-ALD-0001-13; NCR-ALD-0285-13; NCR-ALD-0286-13; NCR-ALD-1830-12; 
NCR-ALD-1841-12; NCR-ALD-1519-12; NCR-ALD-1520-12; NCR-ECL-0487-13; 
NCR-ECL-0158-12; and NCR-ECL-0159-12. 

The audit team verified that all NCRs and CARs associated with the Analytical 
Laboratories were closed . The purpose of the NCR review was to confirm that 
administrative deficiencies are being appropriately documented and tracked through 
resolution. There were no reportable NCRs since the previous recertification audit. All 
NCRs were verified as being managed and tracked in the CCP Integrated Data Center 
on the CCP NCR Logs. 

No WAP-related concerns relating to NCRs or corrective action were identified during 
the audit. The procedure reviewed and objective evidence assembled and evaluated 
during the audit provided evidence that the applicable requirements for NCRs and 
corrective actions are adequately established for compliance with upper-tier 
requirements, satisfactory in the implementation of these requirements, and effective in 
achieving the desired results. 

5.3.4 Sample Control 

The audit team verified that the INL/CCP Analytical Laboratories met the requirements 
of CBFO QAPD, Section 4.1, Sample Control. The audit team conducted interviews 
with representatives of the CCP QA program and reviewed CCP-TP-177, Rev. 0, CCP 
Sample Receipt, Custody, and Storage, to determine the degree to which the procedure 
adequately addresses upper-tier requirements. The results of the review indicate that 
the procedure adequately addresses the upper-tier requirements. 
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The audit team verified evidence of sample control through the review of batch data 
reports (BDRs) and associated chain-of-custody (COC) records for final waste sample 
disposition. The audit team reviewed and verified the COC records were documented 
and traceable. 

No WAP-related concerns relating to sample control were identified during the audit. 
The procedures reviewed and objective evidence assembled and evaluated during the 
audit provided evidence that the applicable requirements for sample control are 
adequately establ ished for compliance with upper-tier requirements, satisfactory in the 
implementation of these requirements, and effective in achieving the desired results. 

5.3.5 Control of Measuring and Test Equipment 

The audit team verified that the INL/CCP Analytical Laboratories met the requirements 
of CBFO QAPD Section 2.4.5, Monitoring, Measuring, Testing, and Data Collection 
Equipment. The audit team conducted interviews with measuring and test equipment 
(M&TE) personnel and reviewed CCP-QP-016, Rev. 17, CCP Control of Measuring and 
Testing Equipment, to determine the degree to which the procedure adequately 
addresses upper-tier requirements . The results of the review indicate that the procedure 
adequately addresses the upper-tier requirements. 

Evidence of control of M& TE was verified through review of labeled equipment and 
verification in the CCP M& TE database. The certificates of calibration reviewed were 
found to be adequate. 

No WAP-related concerns relating to M&TE were identified during the audit. The 
documents reviewed and evaluated during the audit provided evidence that the 
applicable requirements for M& TE are adequately established for compliance with 
upper-tier requirements, satisfactory in the implementation of these requirements, and 
effective in achieving the desired results. 

5.4 Technical Activities 

Each technical area audited is discussed in detail in the following sections. The 
methods used to select objective evidence are discussed, the objective evidence used 
to assess compliance with the HWFP is cited briefly, and the results of the assessment 
are provided . 

5.4.1 Table C6-1, WAP Checklist - Data Generation-Level Data Validation & 
Verification 

Objective evidence was reviewed to ensure data generation-level activities were 
adequately performed to support waste characterization. BDRs, sampling records, and 
data generation-level documentation were evaluated based on data generation-level 
requirements for HSG and solids and soils/gravel analysis. 
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The audit team reviewed CCP-TP-188, Rev. 2, CCP Analytical Recording, Review, and 
Reporting, to determine the degree to which the procedure adequately addresses 
upper-tier requirements. The results of the review indicate that the procedure 
adequately addresses the upper-tier requirements. No WAP-related concerns relating 
to data generation-level data validation and verification were identified during the audit. 
The procedure reviewed and objective evidence assembled and evaluated during the 
audit provided evidence that the applicable requirements for data generation-level data 
validation and verification are adequately established for compliance with upper-tier 
requirements, satisfactory in the implementation of these requirements, and effective in 
achieving the desired results. 

5.4.2 Table CS-2, Solids and Soils/Gravel Sampling Checklist 

The audit team evaluated the INL/CCP ACL's ability to perform analysis of 8CG 83000 
homogeneous solids and 8CG 84000 soils/gravel waste . 

The audit team reviewed the following solids and soils/gravel analysis-related CCP 
procedures to determine the degree to which the procedures adequately address upper
tier requirements: 

• CCP-TP-180, Rev. 3, CCP Analytical Sample Management 
• CCP-TP-181, Rev. 0, CCP Determination of Mercury by CVAA for TRU Waste 

Characterization 
• CCP-TP-182, Rev. 1, CCP Determination of Metals of ICP-AES for TRU Waste 

Characterization 
• CCP-TP-183, Rev. 0, CCP Microwave Assisted Digestion of Homogeneous 

Solids and Soil/Gravel 
• CCP-TP-184, Rev. 1, CCP Volatile Organic Compounds by Gas 

Chromatography/Mass Spectrometry 
• CCP-TP-185, Rev. 2, CCP Semivolatile Organic Compounds by Gas 

Chromatography/Mass Spectrometry 
• CCP-TP-186, Rev. 2, CCP Determination of Nonhalogenated Volatile Organics 

by Gas Chromatography 
• CCP-TP-187, Rev. 1, CCP Sample Preparation for Semivolatile Organic 

Compounds 
• CCP-TP-188, Rev. 2, CCP Analytical Data Recording, Review, and Reporting; 
• CCP-QP-011, Rev. 10, CCP Laboratory Logbooks 
• CCP-QP-016, Rev. 17, CCP Control of Measuring and Testing Equipment 
• CCP-TP-196, Rev. 1, CCP Determination of Formaldehyde by High-Performance 

Liquid Chromatography (HPLC) 
• CCP-TP-197, Rev. 2, CCP Determination ofHydrazine by High-Performance 

Liquid Chromatography (HPLC) 

The results of the review indicate that the procedures adequately address the upper-tier 
requirements. 
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The audit team verified for closure purposes the solids and soils/gravel analysis 
activities performed by the INL/CCP ACL, including sample receipt, sample custody, 
sample preparation and analysis for Formaldehyde (Savannah River Site [SRS] waste) , 
Hydrazine (SRS waste), volatile organic compounds (VOCs), non-halogenated VOCs, 
semivolatile organic compounds, metals, and mercury. The audit team verified that 
INLICCP ACL has successfully participated in the latest Performance Demonstration 
Program (PDP), Cycles 198 and 20A. Determination of detection limits (method 
detection limit and instrument detection limit), performance and accuracy studies, 
standard certification and material , the current WIPP-approved processes, and 
equipment were audited and found to be compliant. Three BDRs, ALD12017 F, H, M, N, 
S, V ; ALD12022 F, H, M, N, S, V; and ALD12030 F, H, M, N, S, V, including tentatively 
identified compounds, were evaluated and determined to be acceptable. Logbooks 
were properly completed and maintained. Sample preparation and sample dilutions 
were verified to be compliant. During the close-out audit, the COG for final waste 
sample disposition records were reviewed and the COG records were documented and 
traceable. 

No WAP-related concerns specific to solids and soils/gravel analysis were identified 
during the audit. The procedures reviewed and objective evidence assembled and 
evaluated during the audit provided evidence that the applicable requirements for solids 
and soils/gravel analysis are adequately established for compliance with upper-tier 
requirements, satisfactory in the implementation of these requirements, and effective in 
achieving the desired results. 

5.4.3 Table CS-3, Acceptable Knowledge Checklist 

Acceptable Knowledge was not included in the scope of this Audit. (The activities 
evaluated included the ECL for HSG analysis and the ACL for solids analysis.) 

5.4.4 Table CS-4, Headspace Gas Checklist 

The audit team evaluated the INL/CCP ECL's ability to perform HSG sampling analysis 
of SCG S5000 debris waste. The audit team also verified for closure of the ECL that 
the laboratory participated in the CBFO PDP Cycle 26A and successfully demonstrated 
capability to perform the analysis of HSG, as indicated in the CBFO scoring report. The 
laboratory received notification of the next round of samples for PDP Cycle 27 A; 
however, the samples were not provided due to the WIPP HWFP Modification, effective 
March 13, 2013. For the purposes of this audit, the laboratory met the requirements of 
the PDP upper-tier documents. 

The audit team reviewed the following HSG-related procedures to determine the degree 
to which the procedures adequately address upper-tier requirements : 

• CCP-TP-056, Rev. 5, CCP HSG Performance Demonstration Plan 
• CCP-TP-175, Rev. 3, CCP Analysis of Gas Samples for VOCs by GC!MS 
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• CCP-TP-176, Rev. 1, CCP Determination of Method Detection Limits for Gas 
Analysis 

• CCP-TP-177, Rev. 0, CCP Sample Receipt, Custody, and Storage 
• CCP-TP-178, Rev. 1, CCP SUMMA® Canister Cleaning 
• CCP-TP-179, Rev. 0, CCP Gas Transfer Manifold Systems and Sample 

Com positing 
• CCP-TP-188, Rev. 2, CCP Analytical Data Recording, Review, and Reporting 
• CCP-QP-011, Rev. 10, CCP Laboratory Logbooks 
• CCP-QP-016, Rev. 17, CCP Control of Measuring and Testing Equipment 

The results of the review indicate that the procedures adequately address the upper-tier 
requirements. 

The audit team evaluated the laboratory data generated since the last recertification 
audit and prior to the March 13, 2013 Permit Modification. The following BDRs were 
evaluated during the audit: 

SRHSG1212- ECL 12021M 
SRHSG1222- ECL 12040M 
SRHSG 1302 - ECL 13002M 

SRHSG1216- ECL 12027M 
SRHSG1230- ECL 12049M 
SRHSG1304- ECL 13007M 

The ECUCCP HSG BDRs reported by the laboratories effectively met the requirements 
of the CCP procedures. This includes the proper sample maintenance and control 
through the COG process from collection in the field to final disposition at the laboratory 
via delegation of authority to release the CCP HSG samples. 

The audit team evaluated the qualification cards of the laboratory personnel and CCP 
data review personnel and determined that all personnel were adequately trained to 
perform their assigned tasks. 

The audit team evaluated data for QA and quality control (QC) samples for the 
characterization program. The data included the certification of needle cleanliness 
information as reported in the sampling BDRs provided in the list above. The following 
needle blank BDRs were evaluated : 

INHSG11 02NB 
INHSG1203NB 

INHSG1114NB 
INHSG1205NB 

INHSG1201NB 

The team also verified the logbook entries for results of the equipment cleaning of the 
SUMMA® canisters with leak testing, and the logbook entries for canister maintenance. 
As part of QA and QC, the laboratories provided the Initial Calibration reports, titled 
"Response Factor Reports," for both analysis gas chromatograph-mass spectrometry 
units (GCMS-1 and GCMS-J) to CCP Records. This included the calibration gasses and 
the certification of the gas standards that are traceable to the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology (NIST). In addition, the laboratories provided the ECL 
Method Performance Demonstration, including method detection limit evaluations for 
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both GCMS-1 and GCMS-J, and a report for the units' Precision and Accuracy to CCP 
Records. The reports were dated to cover the ECL analysis reports listed above. 

No WAP-related concerns relating to HSG analysis were identified during the audit. 
The procedures reviewed and objective evidence assembled and evaluated during the 
audit provided evidence that the applicable requirements for HSG analysis are 
adequately established for compliance with upper-tier requirements, satisfactory in the 
implementation of these requirements, and effective in achieving the desired results. 

5.4.5 Table C6-5, Radiography Checklist 

Radiography was not included in the scope of this audit. (The activities evaluated 
included the ECL for HSG analysis and the ACL for solids analysis.) 

5.4.6 Table C6-6, Visual Examination Checklist 

Visual Examination was not included in the scope of this audit. (The activities evaluated 
included the ECL for HSG analysis and the ACL for solids analysis.) 

6.0 CORRECTIVE ACTIONS, OBSERVATIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 Corrective Action Reports 

During the audit, the audit team may identify conditions adverse to quality (CAQs), as 
described below, and document such conditions on corrective action reports (CARs). 

Condition Adverse to Quality (CAQ)- An all-inclusive term used in reference to 
any of the following: failures, malfunctions, deficiencies, defective items, 
nonconformances, and technical, inadequacies. 

Significant Condition Adverse to Quality- A condition which, if uncorrected, 
could have a serious effect on safety, operability, waste confinement, TRU waste 
site certification, regulatory compliance demonstration, or the effective 
implementation of the QA program. 

No WAP-related CAQ necessitating the generation of a CAR was identified during the 
course of this audit. 

6.2 Deficiencies Corrected During the Audit 

During the audit, the audit team may identify CAQs. The audit team members and the 
Audit Team Leader (ATL) evaluate the CAQs to determine if they are significant. Once 
a determination is made that the CAQ is not significant, the audit team member, in 
conjunction with the ATL, determines if the CAQ is an isolated case requiring only 
remedial action and therefore can be corrected during the audit (CDA). 
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Upon determination that the CAQ is isolated, the audit team member, in conjunction 
with the ATL, evaluates/verifies any objective evidence/actions submitted or taken by 
the audited organization and determines if the condition was corrected in an acceptable 
manner. Once it has been determined that the CAQ has been corrected , the ATL 
categorizes the condition as CDA according to the definition below: 

CD As - Isolated deficiencies that do not require a root cause determination or 
actions to preclude recurrence. Correction of the deficiency can be verified prior 
to the end of the audit. Examples include one or two minor changes required to 
correct a procedure (isolated), one or two forms not signed or not dated 
(isolated), and one or two individuals that have not completed a reading 
assignment. 

No WAP-related CDAs were identified as a result of the audit. 

6.3 Observations and Recommendations 

During the audit, the audit team may identify potential problems or suggestions for 
improvement that should be communicated to the audited organization . The audit team 
member, in conjunction with the ATL, evaluates these conditions and classifies them as 
Observations or Recommendations using the following definitions: 

Observation- A condition that, if not controlled, could result in a CAQ. 

Recommendations - Suggestions that are directed toward identifying 
opportunities for improvement and enhancing methods of implementing 
requirements. 

Once a determination is made, the audit team member, in conjunction with the ATL, 
categorizes the condition appropriately. 

No WAP-related Observations were documented as a result of this audit. 

No WAP-related Recommendations were presented to INL/CCP management for 
consideration as a result of this audit. 

7.0 LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1: Personnel Contacted During Audit A-13-19 
Attachment 2: Personnel Contacted During Audit A-13-19 by Subject Area 
Attachment 3: Objective Evidence Compiled During the Audit (provided in boxes) 
Attachment 4: Table of Audited Documents 
Attachment 5: List of Processes and Equipment Evaluated During the Audit 
Attachment 6: Procedure Revision Matrix 
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PERSONNEL CONTACTED DURING AUDIT A-13-19 

NAME ORG/TITLE PREAUDIT CONTACTED POST-
MEETING DURING AUDIT 

AUDIT MEETING 

Allen , Randall CTAC- Audits and X 
Assessments Manager 

Bi llett, Michele Training Coordinator X X 

Castaneda, Norma CBFO/NTP - Certification X X 
Waste Manager 

Doherty, Mark Tech Specialist X X X 

Fisher, A. J. NWP/CCP- Support X X X 
Services Manager 

Goff, Ruthie Records Clerk X X 

Ledford, Wayne NWP - QA Specialist X 

McCormick, Kali Records Clerk X 

Mueller, Terry NWP- QA Specialist X 

Payanes, Jose Document Services Manager X 

Ramirez, Mike NWP/CCP - SPM X 

Sexton , Chris NWP- Engineer X 

Turner, Charles NWP-SPM X X X 

Vernon, Jim NWP-SPM X X 
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PERSONNEL CONTACTED DURING AUDIT A-13-19 
BY SUBJECT AREA 

Personnel Qualification and Training Michele, Billett 
A.J . Fisher 

Control of Nonconforming Items Chris Sexton 

Records Ruthie Goff 
Kali McCormick 
Jose Payanes 

Data Generation-Level Data Validation and Verification Mark Doherty 
Wayne Ledford 
Charlie Turner 
Jim Vernon 
Mike Ramirez 

Solids/Soils/Gravel Analysis Charlie Turner 
Jim Vernon 

Headspace Gas Analysis Charlie Turner 
Jim Vernon 
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The objective evidence supporting Audit A-13-19 is included in the box(es) submitted 
with this report. Included in the box(es) is a "Content Map" describing the location 
(using color coding) and identity of all required objective evidence supporting the 
performance of the audit. 



No. Procedure Number 

1. CCP-P0-001 

2. CCP-P0-002 
3. CCP-P0-024 
4. CCP-P0-030 

5. CCP-QP-002 
6. CCP-QP-005 
7. CCP-QP-008 
8. CCP-QP-010 
9. CCP-QP-011 
10. CCP-QP-016 
11. CCP-TP-056 
12. CCP-TP-175 
13. CCP-TP-176 

14. CCP-TP-177 
15. CCP-TP-178 
16. CCP-TP-179 
17. CCP-TP-180 
18. CCP-TP-181 

19. CCP-TP-182 

20. CCP-TP-183 

21. CCP-TP-184 

22. CCP-TP-185 

23. CCP-TP-186 

24. CCP-TP-187 
25. CCP-TP-188 
26. CCP-TP-196 

27. CCP-TP-197 
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IDAHO NATIONAL LABORATORY 
CENTRAL CHARACTERIZATION PROGRAM 

TABLE OF AUDITED DOCUMENTS 
Audit A-13-19 

Rev DOCUMENT TITLE 

20 CCP Transuranic Waste Characterization Quality Assurance 
Project Plan 

26 CCP Transuranic Waste Certification Plan 
13 CCP/INL Interface Document 
2 CCP/Battelle Energy Alliance Chemical and Radiation 

Measurements Department Interface Document 
35 CCP Training and Qualification Plan 
22 CCP TRU Nonconforming Item Reporting and Control 
21 CCP Records Management 
23 CCP Document Preparation, Approval, and Control 
10 CCP Laboratory Logbooks 
17 CCP Control of Measuring and Testin_g_ E_g_uiQ_ment 
5 CCP HSG Performance Demonstration Plan 
3 CCP Analysis of Gas Samples for VOCs by GC/MS 
1 CCP Determination of Method Detection Limits for Gas 

Analysis 
0 CCP Sample Receipt, Custody, and Stora_g_e 
1 CCP SUMMA® Canister Cleani1'!9_ 
0 CCP Gas Transfer Manifold S:tstems and Sample Compositing 
3 CCP Analytical Sample Management 
0 CCP Determination of Mercury by CVAA for TRU Waste 

Characterization 
1 CCP Determination of Metals of ICP-AES for TRU Waste 

Characterization 
0 CCP Microwave Assisted Digestion of Homogeneous Solids 

and Soil/Gravel 
1 CCP Volatile Organic Compounds by Gas 

Chromatography/Mass Spectrometry 
2 CCP Semivolatile Organic Compounds by Gas 

Chromatography/Mass Spectrometry 
2 CCP Determination of Nonhalogenated Volatile Organics by 

Gas Chromatography 
1 CCP Sample Preparation for Semivolatile Organic Compounds 
2 CCP Analytical Data Recording, Review, and Reporting 
1 CCP Determination of Formaldehyde by High-Performance 

Liquid Chromatography (HPLC) 
2 CCP Determination of Hydrazine by High-Performance Liquid 

Chromatography (HPLC) 



List of P d/or E tR 
WIPP Process/Equipment Description Applicable to the Following 

# Waste Streams/Groups of 
Waste Streams 

d 
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Currently Approved Currently Approved by 
by NMED EPA 

APPROVED PROCESSES OR EQUIPMENT 
INL/CCP Audit A-13-19 

PREVIOUSLY APPROVED PROCESSES OR EQUIPMENT 
Headspace Gas 

12HE10 Environmental Chemistry Lab (ECL) - Headspace gas DEBRIS (S5000) Yes N/A 
volatile organic compounds specified in Procedure 
CCP-TP-175 
Equipment= GC/MS-1 

12HE11 Environmental Chemistry Lab (ECL) - Headspace gas DEBRIS (S5000) Yes N/A 
volatile organic compounds specified in Procedure 
CCP-TP-175 
Equipment= GC/MS-J 

Solids 

12HA3 Analytical Chemistry Laboratory (ACL)- Total non- SOILS/GRAVEL (S4000) Yes N/A 
halogenated volatile organic compounds specified in 

HOMOGENEOUS SOLIDS 
Procedure CCP-TP-186 

(S3000) Equipment= GC-1 

12HA8 Analytical Chemistry Laboratory (ACL)- Total purgeable SOILS/GRAVEL (S4000) Yes N/A 
volatile organic compound analysis specified in Procedure 

HOMOGENEOUS SOLIDS 
CCP-TP-184 

(S3000) Equipment= VOA-4 

12HA10 Analytical Chemistry Laboratory (ACL)- Total semi-volatile SOILS/GRAVEL (S4000) Yes N/A 
organic compounds specified in Procedure CCP-TP-185 

HOMOGENEOUS SOLIDS Equipment= SV-6 
(S3000) 

12HA12 Analytical Chemistry Laboratory (ACL) -Total semi-volatile SOILS/GRAVEL (S4000) Yes N/A 
organic compounds specified in Procedure CCP-TP-185 

HOMOGENEOUS SOLIDS Equipment= SV-8 
(S3000) 



fP 
WIPP Process/Equipment Description 

# 

12HA13 Analytical Chemistry Laboratory (ACL)- Total purgeable 
volatile organic compounds specified in Procedure 
CCP-TP-184 
Equipment= VOA-5 

12HA14 Analytical Chemistry Laboratory (ACL)- Total non-
halogenated volatile organic compounds specified in 
Procedure CCP-TP-186 
Equipment= GC-6 

12HM8 Analytical Chemistry Laboratory (ACL)- Total metals (Hg) 
analysis specified in Procedure CCP-TP-181 
Equipment= CVHG-2 

12HM9 Analytical Chemistry Laboratory (ACL)- Total metals 
digestion specified in Procedure CCP-TP-183 
Equipment = MW-3 

12HM10 Analytica l Chemistry Laboratory (ACL) -Total metals 
digestion specified in Procedure CCP-TP-183 
Equipment= MW-4 

12HM11 Analytical Chemistry Laboratory (ACL)- Total metals 
analysis specified in Procedure CCP-TP-182 
Equipment= ICP-7 

12HM12 Analytical Chemistry Laboratory (ACL)- Total metals (Hg) 
analysis specified in Procedure CCP-TP-181 
Equipment= CVHG-3 

12HM13 Analytical Chemistry Laboratory (ACL)- Total metals 
analysis specified in Procedure CCP-TP-182 
Equipment= ICP-8 

d/or E tR . 
Applicable to the Following 
Waste Streams/Groups of 

Waste Streams 

SOILS/GRAVEL (S4000) 

HOMOGENEOUS SOLIDS 
(S3000) 

SOILS/GRAVEL (S4000) 

HOMOGENEOUS SOLIDS 
(S3000) 

SOILS/GRAVEL (S4000) 

HOMOGENEOUS SOLIDS 
(S3000) 

SOILS/GRAVEL (S4000) 

HOMOGENEOUS SOLIDS 
(S3000) 

SOILS/GRAVEL (S4000) 

HOMOGENEOUS SOLIDS 
(S3000) 

SOILS/GRAVEL (S4000) 

HOMOGENEOUS SOLIDS 
(S3000) 

SOILS/GRAVEL (S4000) 

HOMOGENEOUS SOLIDS 
(S3000) 

SOILS/GRAVEL (S4000) 

HOMOGENEOUS SOLIDS 
(S3000) 

d 
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Currently Approved Currently Approved by 
by NMED EPA 

Yes N/A 

Yes N/A 

Yes N/A 

Yes N/A 

Yes N/A 

Yes N/A 

Yes N/A 

Yes N/A 



List of P 
WIPP Process/Equipment Description 

# 

12HP1 Analytical Chemistry Laboratory (ACL) - Determination of 
Formaldehyde and Hydrazine by High-Performance Liquid 
Chromatography (HPLC) specified in Procedure CCP-TP-
196 and CCP-TP-197 
Equipment= HPLC-1 

Processes 

N/A Data Validation and Verification 

N/A Sample Management as described in Procedure CCP-TP-
180 

N/A SUMMA Canister Cleaning for generator/storage sites 
HSG sample collection, as described in Procedure 
CCP-TP-178 

Deactivated Equipment 

12HE4 Environmental Chemistry Lab (ECL) - Headspace gas 
volatile organic compounds specified in Procedure 
CCP-TP-175 
Equipment = GC/MS-H 

12HE6 Environmental Chemistry Lab (ECL) - Headspace gas 
volatile organic compounds specified in Procedure 
CCP-TP-173 
Equipment= GC-2 

---

d/or E tR 
Applicable to the Following 
Waste Streams/Groups of 

Waste Streams 

SOILS/GRAVEL (S4000) 

HOMOGENEOUS SOLIDS 
(S3000) 

DEBRIS (S5000) 

SOILS/GRAVEL (S4000) 

HOMOGENEOUS SOLIDS 
(S3000) 

SOILS/GRAVEL (S4000) 

HOMOGENEOUS SOLIDS 
(S3000) 

DEBRIS (S5000) 

DEBRIS (S5000) 

DEBRIS (S5000) 

d 
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Currently Approved Currently Approved by 
by NMED EPA 

Yes N/A 

Yes Yes 

Yes N/A 

Yes N/A 

Yes N/A 

Yes N/A 



No. 

1 

2 

3 

4 
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PROCEDURE REVISION MATRIX 

INL/CCP Labs Recertification Annual Audit A-13-19 Previous INL/CCP Labs Recertification Annual Audit A-12-14 

Revision Revision 

Procedure 
During During 

Number 
Procedure Title Last Current Brief Description of Procedure Changes 

Annual Annual 
Audit Audit 

CCP-P0-001 CCP Transuranic Waste R19 R20 REV. 20 - Revised to incorporate Class 2 Permit 
Characterization Quality Assurance Modification (Transuranic Package Transporter Model Ill 
Project Plan and Standard Large Box 2). 

CCP-P0-002 CCP Transuranic Waste Certification R25 R26 REV. 26- Revised to incorporate revision 7.1 and 7.2 of 
Plan DOEIWIPP-02-3122, Transuranic Waste Acceptance 

Criteria for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant, minor editorial 
changes, and delete Appendix 11 . 

CCP-P0-024 CCP/INL Interface Document R11 R13 REV. 12 - Revised to incorporate Nuclear Waste 
Partnership (NWP) transition changes and incorporated 
freeze file changes. 

REV. 13 -In response to CAR-LANL-0003-12, revised to 
clarify roles associated with providing measuring and 
testing equipment (M& TE) Certificates of Calibration to 
Central Characterization Program (CCP). 

CCP-P0-030 CCP/Battelle Energy Alliance R1 R2 REV. 2 - Revised to incorporate in the Nuclear Waste 
Chemical and Radiation Partnership (NWP) transition changes. 
Measurements Department Interface 
Document 



No. 

5 

6 

7 
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PROCEDURE REVISION MATRIX 

INL/CCP Labs Recertification Annual Audit A-13-19 Previous INL/CCP Labs Recertification Annual Audit A-12-14 

Revision Revision 

Procedure 
During During 

Number 
Procedure Title Last Current Brief Description of Procedure Changes 

Annual Annual 
Aud it Audit 

CCP-QP-002 CCP Training and Qualification Plan R32 R35 REV. 33 -As a corrective action in response to CBFO 
CAR 12-033, revised the document to remove 
references to Lead SPMs and Alternate SPMs, so that 
any qualified SPM may perform the actions in 
Section 3.1. 

REV. 34 - Revised to incorporate Standing Order 
CCP-S0-086, Clarification of the Time Period for 
Performance of the RTR Semiannual Training Container 
Required by CCP-QP-002; incorporate changes to 
DOE/WIPP-02-3214, Remote-Handled TRU Waste 
Characterization Program Implementation Plan ; update 
the title of the organization, as appropriate; and minor 
editorial changes. 

REV. 35 - Revised to implement the Permit Modification 
Request Class 2 approved by New Mexico Environment 
Department (NMED) dated March 13, 2013 and 
CAR-CCP-0003-13. 

CCP-QP-005 CCP TRU Nonconforming Item R21 R22 REV. 22- Revised to add definitions; to move 2.5.1 to 
Reporting and Control 4.2.1 [F] ; to clarify 4.4.15 and Attachment 1, 4.2.1 0, and 

Carlsbad Field Office (CBFO) notification in 4.3.1 ; to add 
new 4.9.3 to address removal of Hold Tags when voiding a 
Nonconformance Report (NCR); to incorporate freeze file 
changes; to modify Attachment 1; to correct some typos 
and editorial mistakes. 

CCP-QP-008 CCP Records Management R19 R21 REV. 20 - Revised to clarify editorial changes, transmitting 
of records, and destruction of QA records. 

REV. 21 -Revised to incorporate Nuclear Waste 
Partnership (NWP) transition changes. 



No. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
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PROCEDURE REVISION MATRIX 

INL/CCP Labs Recertification Annual Audit A-13-19 Previous INL/CCP Labs Recertification Annual Audit A-12-14 

Revision Revision 

Procedure 
During During 

Number 
Procedure Title Last Current Brief Description of Procedure Changes 

Annual Annual 
Audit Audit 

CCP-QP-010 CCP Document Preparation, R22 R23 REV. 23 - Revised Section 5.1.1 to identify the content of 
Approval and Control document record packages in response to CBFO CAR 

12-011, added RH document designators in Section 2.3.1 , 
and clarified the use of "example" forms in Section 4.6 of 
Attachment 1. 

CCP-QP-011 CCP Laboratory Logbooks R10 R10 

CCP-QP-016 CCP Control of Measuring and R16 R17 REV. 17 - Revised to clearly flow down items from the 
Testing Equipment Quality Assurance Program Document (QAPD) as 

described in MA-CCP-0003-12, to incorporate Corrective 
Action Plan (CAP) items from CAR-LANL-0003-12 and to 
improve clarity. 

CCP-TP-056 CCP HSG Performance R5 R5 
Demonstration Plan 

CCP-TP-175 CCP Analysis of Gas Samples for R3 R3 
VOCs by GC/MS 

CCP-TP-176 CCP Determination of Method RO R1 REV. 1 - Revised to incorporate Nuclear Waste 
Detection Limits for Gas Analysis Partnership (NWP) transition changes. 

CCP-TP-177 CCP Sample Receipt, Custody, and RO RO 
Storage 

CCP-TP-178 CCP SUMMA® Canister Cleaning RO R1 REV. 1 - Revised to incorporate the new Nuclear Waste 
Partnership (NWP) transition changes and to incorporate 
the current freeze file changes. 

CCP-TP-179 CCP Gas Transfer Manifold Systems RO RO 
and Sample Compositing 

CCP-TP-180 CCP Analytical Sample Management R2 R3 REV. 3 - Revised to change to Central Characterization 
Program (CCP) format, removed laboratory quality 
assurance (QA) officer steps, revised pre-receipt planning 
steps, simplified sample checkout and temperature 
monitoring instructions, updated laboratory name and 
references, updated example form in Appendix D, and 
made other editorial corrections. 



No. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
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PROCEDURE REVISION MATRIX 

INL/CCP Labs Recertification Annual AuditA-13-19 Previous INL/CCP Labs Recertification Annual Audit A-12-14 

Revision Revision 

Procedure 
During During 

Number 
Procedure Title Last Current Brief Description of Procedure Changes 

Annual Annual 
Audit Audit 

CCP-TP-181 CCP Determination of Mercury by RO RO 
CV AA for TRU Waste 
Characterization 

CCP-TP-182 CCP Determination of Metals by ICP- R1 R1 
AES for TRU Waste Characterization 

CCP-TP-183 CCP Microwave Assisted Digestion RO RO 
of Homogeneous Solids and 
Soil/Gravel 

CCP-TP-184 CCP Volatile Organic Compounds by RO R1 REV. 1 - Revised to incorporate the Nuclear Waste 
Gas Chromatography/Mass Partnership transition (NWP) changes and updated Host 
Spectrometry site procedure references. 

CCP-TP-185 CCP Semivolatile Organic R1 R2 REV. 2 - Revised to incorporate the Nuclear Waste 
Compounds by Gas Partnership (NWP) transition changes and to update Host 
Chromatography/Mass Spectrometry site procedures references. 

CCP-TP-186 CCP Determination of R1 R2 REV. 2 - Revised to incorporate the Nuclear Waste 
Nonhalogenated Volatile Organics by Partnership (NWP) transition changes and included 
Gas Chromatography updates to Host site procedure references. 

CCP-TP-187 CCP Sample Preparation for R1 R1 
Semivolatile Organic Compounds 

CCP-TP-188 CCP Analytical Data Recording , R2 R2 
Review, and Reporting 

CCP-TP-196 CCP Determination of Formaldehyde R1 R1 
by High-Performance Liquid 
Chromatography (HPLC) 

CCP-TP-197 CCP Determination of Hydrazine by R1 R2 REV. 2 - Updated Host site procedure titles and numbers. 
High-Performance Liquid 
Chromatography (HPLC) 
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REVISED Table CS-2 Solids and Soils/Gravel Sampling Checklist 
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Solids and Soils/Gravel Sampling Checklist 

WAP Requirement Procedure Documented Example of Implementation/ Objective 
Evidence, as applicable 

INL-CCP Analytical Laboratories Audit A-13-19 

Table C6-2 Solids and Soils/Gravel Sampling Checklist 1 
Location 

Adequate? Item Adequate? 
Y/N(Why?) Reviewed YIN 

GENERAL SOLIDS SAMPLING REQUIREMENTS 

Are procedures documented that adequately ensure that when a Determination N/A 

Request has not been approved, sampling and analysis of newly generated 
homogeneous solid and soil/gravel waste streams shall be conducted in 
accordance with the requirements specified in Attachment C1 , Section C1-2? 

(Section C-3d(1 )(a)) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that the number of newly generated N/A 

soils/gravel waste containers to be randomly sampled will be determined using 
the procedure specified in Section C2-1 , wherein a statistically selected portion 
of the waste will be sampled? (Section C-3d(1 )(a )) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that the following sample collection N/A 

requirements for retrievably stored and newly generated waste streams are met: 

• The number of random samples collected for characterization of 
retrievably homogeneous solid and soil/gravel stored waste is 
performed by developing preliminary mean and variance estimates for 
each analyte to define the number of required random samples; and 
that the sample selection process is adequately documented. 

• A minimum of 5 waste containers in a retrievably stored waste streams 
are sampled to establish the preliminary estimate for the number of 
samples. 

• Based on the number of samples required by the preliminary estimate, 
the subsequent sample means and deviations for each analyte are 
evaluated against the regulatory threshold for each constituent to 
determine if additional samples shall be collected . 

• Samples (the number of which is statistically determined) are collected 
to verify that a TRU mixed waste is below the regulatory threshold , 
where the regulatory threshold is the toxicity limit for toxicity 
characteristics and the PRQL for listed waste constituents. 
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N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
Hazardous Waste Permit 

May 8, 2012 

Comment 

(e.g., any change in procedure 
since last audit, etc.) 

INUCCP Lab serves as a contract 
analytical Lab. Sample collection 
support activities are performed 
only when prearranged with a 
particular project and when the 
project cannot reasonably perform 
such activities. 

SS: INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

Not within the scope of the 
Analytical Laboratories' 
responsibilities . 

INUCCP Analytical Laboratories 
does not perform project level 
activities. 
Not within the scope of the 
Analytical Laboratories ' 
responsibilities. 

INUCCP Analytical Laboratories 
does not perform project level 
activities. 



80 

81 

82 

WAP Requirement Procedure Documented 
INL-CCP Analytical Laboratories Audit A-13-19 

Table C6-2 Solids and Soils/Gravel Sampling Checklist 1 
Location 

Adequate? 
Y/N(Why?) 

• Samples from preliminary estimates counted as required samples were 
randomly selected and were collected , analyzed, and validated using 
representative methods 

(Section C2-1 a) 

Are procedures in place that allow toxicity characteristic contaminants N/A N/A 

associated with F-numbers for a waste stream to be omitted from sampling 
requirements? 

(Section C2-1 a) 

SOLIDS SAMPLING PROCEDURES 

Do procedures ensure that samples for retrievably stored waste are collected N/A 

using appropriate coring tools or other EPA approved methods, and that newly 
generated wastes that are sampled from a process as it is generated are 
sampled using EPA approved methods, including scoops and ladles, that are 
capable of collecting a representative sample? 

(Section C1-2a) 

Do site specific procedures, QAPjPs, and/or SOPs indicate that rotational coring N/A 

tools are available for the collection of cores and non-rotational coring tools 
available for collection of cores in relatively soft media? The method used shall 
be appropriate to retrieve the maximum core amount. The coring tools will 
include the following features: 

• Removable tube liners constructed of rigid materials un likely to affect 
the composition and/or concentration of target analytes in the sample 
core (Teflon®) and sufficiently transparent to allow visual examination 
of the core. The liner outer diameters are between 1-2 inches and the 
liner wall thickness is no greater than 1/16 inch. The liner shall fit flush 
with the coring tool inner wall and be of sufficient length to hold a core 
representative of the waste along the entire depth of the waste. 

• Sleeves composed of polycarbonate, Teflon, or glass for most samples 
and brass or stainless steel for non-metal samples 

• Liner end caps shall fit tightly around the ends of the liner and shall be 
composed of materials unlikely to affect the composition and/or 
concentration of analytes in the core (Teflon®) 

• Spring retainers shall be used when the physical properties of the 
sampling media may cause the sample to fall out of the liner. The 
reta iner shall be composed of inert materials and the inner diameter 
shall not be less than the inner diameter of the liner 

• Coring tools may have an air lock mechanism. The air lock shall also 
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N/A 

N/A 

Example of Implementation/ Objective 
Evidence, as applicable 

Item Adequate? 
Reviewed Y/N 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
Hazardous Waste Permit 

May 8, 2012 

Comment 

(e.g., any change in procedure 
since last audit, etc.) 

Not within the scope of the 
Analytical Laboratories' 
responsibilities. 

INUCCP Analytical Laboratories 
does not perform project level 
activities. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 



82a 

83 

84 

85 

86 

WAP Requirement Procedure Documented 
INL-CCP Analytical Laboratories Audit A-13-19 

Table C6-2 Solids and Soils/Gravel Sampling Checklist 1 
Location 

Adequate? 
Y/N(Why?) 

close when the core is removed from the waste container 

• Core extruders shall be used to extrude the liner if the liner does not 
slide freely 

• Coring tools shall be of sufficient length to hold the liner and shall be 
constructed to allow placement of the liner leading edge as close as 
possible to the coring tools leading edge 

• All surfaces of the coring tool that have the potential to contact the N/A N/A 
sample core or sample media shall be cleaned prior to use 

• Rotational coring tools shall have a mechanism to minimize inner liner 
rotation and shall be designed to minimize frictional heat transfer to the 
sample core 

• The leading edge of the coring tool is may be sharpened and tapered 
to a diameter equivalent or slightly smaller than the inner diameter of 
the liner. 

• Non-Rotational coring tools shall be designed to minimize the kerf 
width (1/2 the difference between the outer diameter of the tool and the 
tools inlet inner diameter) 

(Section C1-2a(1 )) 

Does the site adequately document that the liner material and retainers are not N/A N/A 

likely to contain any analytes of concern? 

(Section C1-2a(1)) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that equipment blanks are collected and N/A N/A 

evaluated to verify that liner material, retainers , or other sampling equipment in 
contact with the sample do not contain analytes of concern? 

(Section C1-2b(2)) 

SAMPLE COLLECTION 

Are procedures in place to ensure that sampling is completed in a timely N/A N/A 

manner, within 60 minutes of core collection, or that the core shall remain in the 
capped liner, or the coring tool shall remain in the waste container with the air 
lock mechanism attached? 

(Section C1-2a(2)) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that VOC samples are sampled prior to N/A N/A 

extruding the core from the liner and that the sample locations are documented? 
These samples may be collected by choosing a single sample from the 
representative subsection of the core , or three equal length VOC sample 
locations on the core are selected randomly along the long axis of the core to 
form a single 15-gram composite sample. Smaller sample sizes may be used if 

PERMIT ATTACHMENT C6 
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Example of Implementation/ Objective 
Evidence, as applicable 

Item Adequate? 
Reviewed YIN 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
Hazardous Waste Permit 

May 8, 2012 

Comment 

(e.g., any change in procedure 
since last audit, etc.) 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 
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WAP Requirement Procedure Documented 
INL-CCP Analytical Laboratories Audit A-13-19 

Table C6-2 Solids and Soils/Gravel Sampling Checklist 1 
Location 

Adequate? 
Y/N(Why?) 

method PRQL requirements are met for all analytes. 

(Section C1-2a(2)) 

Are procedures documented to ensure that a VOC sample is collected using a N/A N/A 

metal coring cylinder or equivalent equipment as described in SW-846 and that 
the sample is immediately extruded into a 40 mL VOA vial (or other containers 
specified in appropriate SW-846 methods)? 

(Section C1-2a(2)) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that SVOC and Metals sample location(s) on N/A N/A 
the core are selected randomly along the long axis of the core and that the 
sample locations are documented, or that samples are collected at the same 
locations as VOC samples? Samples may be collected by splitting or 
com positing the representative subsection of the core. The representative 
subsections are chosen by randomly selecting a location along the portion of the 
core from which the sample was taken? 

(Section C1 -2a(2)) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that the SVOC and Metals sample s are N/A N/A 

collected using equipment constructed of materials unlikely to affect the 
composition or concentrations of the samples? 

(Section C1 -2a(2)) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that newly generated waste samples collected N/A N/A 

by means other than coring are collected as soon as possible and that spatial 
and temporal homogeneity is evaluated to determine if composite or grab 
samples are appropriate? 

(Section C1-2a(2)) 

Are procedures in place to ensure sample volumes, preservatives, containers , N/A N/A 

and holding times meet the following specifications: 

Minimum sample quantity 
voc 15 grams 
svoc 50 grams 
Metals 10 grams 

(Quantity may be increased or decreased according to the requirements of 
the analytical laboratory, as long as the QAOs are met. ) 

Preservative 
voc Cool to 4C 
svoc Cool to 4C 
Metals Cool to 4C 

Sample Container 
voc 40 mL VOA glass vial (or other appropriate containers) cap 
svoc glass jar with Teflon® lined cap 

PERMIT ATTACHMENT C6 
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Example of Implementation/ Objective 
Evidence, as applicable 

Item Adequate? 
Reviewed Y/N 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
Hazardous Waste Permit 

May 8, 2012 

Comment 

(e.g., any change in procedure 
since last audit, etc. ) 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program . 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

! 
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WAP Requirement Procedure Documented 
Example of Implementation/ Objective 

Evidence, as applicable 
INL-CCP Analytical Laboratories Audit A-13-19 

Table C6-2 Solids and Soils/Gravel Sampling Checklist 1 
Location 

Adequate? Item Adequate? 
Y/N(Why?) Reviewed Y/N 

Metals polyethylene or polypropylene bottle 

Holding Time from Date of Collection 
voc 14 days prep/40 days analyze 
svoc 14 days prep/40 days analyze 
Metals 180 days/ 28 days Hg 

(Table C1 -4) 

QUALITY CONTROL SAMPLE COLLECTION 

Are procedures in place to ensure that sampling precision will be determined N/A 

through the collection of co-located core field duplicate samples for core 
samples and through the collection of co-located samples for samples collected 
using alternate methods at the frequency of once per 20 sample batch collected 
over 14 days or once per week, whichever is more frequent? 

(Section C1 -2b(1 )) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that co-located cores are collected side by N/A 

side as close as feasible to each other, that the cores are collected and handled 
in the same manner? 

(Section C1-2b(1 )) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that an additional sampling location is found N/A 

or new co-located cores are collected if the visual examination of the original co-
located cores detects inconsistency in the sample color, texture, or waste type? 
(Section C1 -2b(1 )) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that all surfaces of sampling tools that have N/A 

the potential to come into contact with the sample , including tube liners, 
endcaps, spring retainers, extruders, coring tool surfaces, or any other sampling 
equipment, are either thoroughly decontaminated or disposed of after each 
sampling event? 

(Sections C1-2b(2), C1-2b(3)) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that equipment blanks are collected from N/A 

randomly selected fully assembled coring tools or randomly selected liners (if 
they are cleaned separately) and from randomly selected sampling equipment 
(e.g. VOC subsampler, spoons, bowls) at a frequency of once per equipment 
cleaning batch and that the sample is collected prior to first use? 

(Section C1-2b(2)) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that equipment blanks will be collected in the N/A 

area where sampling equipment coring tools are cleaned , prior to covering the 
coring tools with protective wrapping and storage? 

(Section C1 -2b(2)) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that miscellaneous sampling tool equipment N/A 

PERMIT ATTACHMENT C6 
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N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A NIA 

N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
Hazardous Waste Permit 

May 8, 2012 

Comment 

(e.g., any change in procedure 
since last audit, etc.) 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 



100 

1.Q1 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

WAP Requirement Procedure Documented 
Example of Implementation/ Objective 

Evidence, as applicable 
INL-CCP Analytical Laboratories Audit A-13-19 

Table C6-2 Solids and Soils/Gravel Sampling Checklist 1 
Location 

Adequate? Item Adequate? 
Y/N(Why?) Reviewed YIN 

blanks will be collected by pouring deionized or HPLC water over the surface of 
the equipment and into a clean sample container appropriate for the requested 
analysis? 

(Section C1-2b(2)) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that equipment blanks are analyzed for VOC, N/A NIA NIA N/A 

SVOC, and Metals and that the entire equipment batch will be re-cleaned and 
re-sampled if any analytes are detected at levels greater than 3 times the MDL 
or PRDL? 

(Section C 1-2b(2)) 

Are procedures and processes in place to ensure that equipment blanks are N/A N/A N/A N/A 
traceable to a specific equipment cleaning batch and that the equipment 
cleaning batch is traceable to specific identified sampling equipment? Are 
sampling equipment or coring tools labeled with unique identification numbers 
that are referenced in field records? 

(Section C1-2b(3)) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that disposable sampling equipment is N/A N/A N/A N/A 
certified as clean prior to use? 

(Section C1-2b(2)) 

SAMPLE EQUIPMENT TESTING, INSPECTION AND MAINTENANCE 

Are procedures in place to ensure that all sampling and coring tools are tested N/A 

prior to use in accordance with manufacturers specification to ensure that the 
air-lock mechanism and rotation mechanism are in working order? 

(Section C1-2c) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that malfunctioning sampling and coring tools N/A 

are repaired or replaced prior to use? 

(Section C1-2c) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that all equipment is cleaned , sealed inside a N/A 

protective wrapping and stored in a clean area? 

(Section C1-2c) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that an adequate spare part inventory is N/A 

available? (Section C1-2c) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that all equipment maintenance and repair is N/A 

documented in field records and that field record logbooks are available to 
document equipment maintenance and repair activities? (Section C1-2c) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that inspection of equipment and work area N/A 

PERMIT ATTACHMENT C6 
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N/A N/A N/A 

N/A NIA N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
Hazardous Waste Permit 

May 8, 2012 

Comment 

(e.g ., any change in procedure 
since last audit, etc.) 

operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program . 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program . 

I 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
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WAP Requirement Procedure Documented 
INL-CCP Analytical Laboratories Audit A-13-19 

Table C6-2 Solids and Soils/Gravel Sampling Checklist 1 
Location 

Adequate? 
Y/N(Why?) 

cleanliness will encompass the following : 

• Sample collection equipment in the immediate area of sample 
collection shall be inspected daily for cleanliness and that any visible 
contamination that has a potential to contaminate a waste sample shall 
be thoroughly cleaned upon discovery 

• The waste coring and sampling work areas shall be maintained in clean 
condition 

• Expendable equipment shall be visually inspected for cleanliness prior 
to use and properly discarded after use 

• Protective wrapping on coring tools and other sampling equipment are 
visually inspected prior to unwrapping. Coring tools or other equipment 
with torn protective wrappers or with visible contamination are returned 
to be cleaned or properly discarded prior to use. 

• All sampling equipment shall be visually inspected prior to use to 
determine if protective wrapping is torn or if equipment is contaminated 
after unwrapping. Equipment with torn wrapping or signs of 
contamination will be returned for cleaning or properly discarded. 

• Clean sampling and coring equ ipment is segregated from all equ ipment 
that has not been decontaminated. 

(Section C1-2c) 

Are procedures documented to ensure that scales used for weighing sub- CCP-TP-180 y 
samples are calibrated as necessary to maintain its operation within App. A& B 
manufacturer's specification , that the calibration is documented, that calibration 
is verified using NIST traceable weights upon each day of use, and that all 
cal ibration verification is documented in field records? 

(Section C1-2d) 

PERMIT ATTACHMENT C6 
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Example of Implementation/ Objective 
Evidence, as applicable 

Item Adequate? 
Reviewed Y/N 

ALD12017 F/H/M/N/SN y 
ALD12022 F/H/M/N/SN 
ALD12030 F/H/M/N/SN 
(SOL-1) 

INUCCP ACL M&TE 
(SOL-5) 

- ·----

Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
Hazardous Waste Permit 

May 8, 2012 

Comment 

(e.g ., any change in procedure 
since last audit, etc. ) 

operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP ACL Lab serves as a 
contract analytical lab. 

SS: INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 
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WAP Requirement Procedure Documented 
Example of Implementation/ Objective 

Evidence, as applicable 
INL-CCP Analytical Laboratories Audit A-13-19 

Table C6-2 Solids and Soils/Gravel Sampling Checklist 1 
Location 

Adequate? Item Adequate? 
Y/N(Why?) Reviewed Y/N 

SAMPLE HANDLING AND CUSTODY 

Do formats for field logs and custody records specify documentation of the CCP-TP-180 
following information: S.4.4, 4.5 

• Signature of individual initiating custody control, along with the date 
and time 

• Documentation of sample numbers for each sample under custody . 
Sample numbers will be referenced to a specific sampling event 
description that will identify the sampler(s) through signature, date and 
time of sample collection , type/number containers for each sample, 
sample matrix, preservatives (if applicable), requested methods of 
analysis, place/address of sample collection and the waste container 
number 

• For off-site shipping , method of shipping transfer, responsible shipping 
organization or corporation , and associated air bill or lading number. 

• Signatures of custodians relinquishing and receiving custody of CCP-TP-180 
samples including date and time of transfer. S.4.6, 

• Description of final sample container disposition, along with signature 
App. D 

of individual removing sample container from custody 

• Comments section 

• Documentation of discrepancies, breakage or tampering 

(Section C1-5) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that samples and sampling equ ipment are CCP-TP-180 
identified with unique identification numbers? S.4.7.3, 

(Section C 1-5) App. D 

-----"------- --- ---

PERMIT ATTACHMENT C6 
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y ALD12017 F/H/M/N/SN y 
ALD12022 F/H/M/N/SN 
ALD12030 F/H/M/N/SN 
(SOL-1) 

y ALD12017 F/H/M/N/SN y 
ALD12022 F/H/M/N/SN 
ALD12030 F/H/M/N/SN 
(SOL-1) 

y ALD12017 F/H/M/N/SN y 
ALD12022 F/H/M/N/SN 
ALD12030 F/H/M/N/SN 
(SOL-1) 

- -- - --- ------- -

Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
Hazardous Waste Permit 

May 8, 2012 

Comment 

(e.g ., any change in procedure 
since last audit, etc.) 

INUCCP ACL Lab serves as a 
contract analytical lab. 

SS: INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

SS: INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

SS: INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 
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WAP Requirement Procedure Documented 
/NL-CCP Analytical Laboratories Audit A-13-19 

Table C6-2 Solids and Soils/Gravel Sampling Checklist 1 Adequate? 
Location Y/N(Why?) 

Do sample tags or labels contain the following information : CCP-TP-180 y 

• Sample ID number S.4.6.2, 4.6.4, 
App. D 

• Sampler initials and organization 

• Ambient temperature and pressure (for gas samples only) 

• Sample description 

• Requested analysis 

• Date and time of collection 

• QC designation (if applicable) 

(Section C1-5) 

Are procedures in place to ensure waste containers and samples are sealed CCP-TP-180 y 
with intact custody seals and that one or more of the following custody S.3.2, 4.3 
conditions are met: 

• It is in the possession of an authorized individual 

• It is in the view of an authorized individual, after being in the 
possession of that individual 

• It was in the possession of an authorized individual and access to the 
sample was controlled by locking or placement of signed custody seals 
that prevent undetected access 

• It is in a designated secure area, such as a controlled access location 
with complete documentation of personnel access or a rad iological 
containment area (hot cell or glove box) 

(Section C1-5) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that sample custody is maintained until the CCP-TP-180 y 
sample is released by the SPM or is expended? S.4.9 

(Section C1-5) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that samples in glass jars are wrapped in CCP-TP-180 y 
plastic to prevent breakage and placed in appropriate containers, such as S.4.5, 
coolers, for shipment? App. A& B 

(Section C1-6) 

PERMIT ATIACHMENT C6 
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Example of Implementation/ Objective 
Evidence, as applicable 

Item Adequate? 
Reviewed Y/N 

ALD12017 F/H/M/N/SN y 
ALD12022 F/H/M/N/SN 
ALD12030 F/H/M/N/SN 
(SOL-1) 

ALD12017 F/H/M/N/SN y 
ALD12022 F/H/M/N/SN 
ALD12030 F/H/M/N/SN 
(SOL-1) 

LOQI -Training Records 
(GEN-2) 

Solids Analysis Personnel 
Training Records 
(SOL-4) 

SPM memo for sample y 
disposal of waste 
(SOL-3) 

COC final disposition 
record 
(SOL-6) 

ALD12017 F/H/M/N/SN y 
ALD12022 F/H/M/N/SN 
ALD12030 F/H/M/N/SN 
(SOL-1) 

Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
Hazardous Waste Permit 

May 8, 2012 

Comment 

(e.g., any change in procedure 
since last audit, etc.) 

SS: INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

SS: INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

SS: INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 
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WAP Requirement Procedure Documented 
Example of Implementation/ Objective 

Evidence, as applicable 
INL-CCP Analytical Laboratories Audit A-13-19 

Table C6-2 Solids and Soils/Gravel Sampling Checklist 1 
Location 

Adequate? Item Adequate? 
Y/N(Why?) Reviewed Y/N 

Are procedures in place to ensure that adequate cold packs are included in the CCP-TP-180 y ALD12017 F/H/M/N/SN y 

sample shipping container to ensure that all temperature requirements are met? S.4.5.3, ALD12022 F/H/M/N/SN 

(Section C1-6) App. D ALD12030 F/H/M/N/SN 
(SOL-1) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that sample COC forms are secured for CCP-TP-180 y ALD12017 F/H/M/N/SN y 

shipment to the inside of the sealed and locked shipping container liG and that S.4.4, 4.5, 4.6, ALD12022 F/H/M/N/SN 

samples and shipping containers are affixed with tamper proof seals? App. D ALD12030 F/H/M/N/SN 

(Section C1-6) 
(SOL-1) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that appropriate blank samples are included CCP-TP-180 y ALD12017 F/H/M/N/SN y 

with each shipment container containing VOC samples? S.4.2 ALD12022 F/H/M/N/SN 

(Section C1-6) 
ALD12030 F/H/M/N/SN 
(SOL-1) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that a custody seal or device is securely CCP-TP-180 y ALD12017 F/H/M/N/SN y 

affixed across the lid and body of each sample and shipment container, and is S.4.4, 4.5, 4.6, ALD12022 F/H/M/N/SN 

traceable to the individual who affixed the seal or device? App.D ALD12030 F/H/M/N/SN 

(Section C1-6) 
(SOL-1) 

LABORATORY OPERATIONS 

Are procedures in place to ensure that only laboratories that are qualified CCP-TP-056 y PDP approved memos y 

through participation in the Performance Demonstration Program are eligible to S.1.0, 2.4 (SOL-2) 

analyze waste samples? 

(Section C-3a(3)) 

Are procedures available from all participating laboratories that adequately CCP-TP-180 y SPM Memo for sample y 

document that custody is maintained until the sample is released by the site S.4.9 disposal of waste 

project manager or until the sample is expended? (SOL-3) 

(Section C1 -5) 

VOLATILE AND SEMI-VOLATILE ANALYSIS OF CORE SAMPLES 

Are procedures documented to ensure that all VOC and SVOC analyses are CCP-TP-184 
evaluated using the following criteria : S.7, 8, 9, 

• GC/MS Tunes, Initial Calibrations and Continuing Calibration will be Table 4 & 5 

performed and evaluated using criteria in Table C3-5 (VOCs) or Table 

CCP-TP-185 
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y ALD12017 F/H/M/N/SN y 
ALD12022 F/H/M/N/SN 
ALD12030 F/H/M/N/SN 
(SOL-1) 

Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
Hazardous Waste Permit 

May 8, 2012 

Comment 

(e.g., any change in procedure 
since last audit, etc.) 

SS: INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

SS: INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

SS: INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

SS: INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 



126 

126a 

WAP Requirement Procedure Documented 
INL-CCP Analytical Laboratories Audit A-13-19 

Table C6-2 Solids and Soils/Gravel Sampling Checklist 1 
Location 

Adequate? 
YIN (Why?) 

C3-7 (SVOCs) and SW-846 methods S.7, 8, 9, 
Table 4 & 5 

• Precision is shall be assessed through analyzing of laboratory 
duplicates or matrix spike duplicates, LCS replicates, and PDP blind-
audit samples in comparison to Table C3-4 (VOCs) and Table C3-6 CCP-TP-186 
(SVOCs). S.7, 8, 9, 

Table 1 
• Accuracy as %R is shall be assessed through evaluation of LCS, 

Matrix spikes, PDP blind-audit samples, and surrogate compounds in 
comparison to criteria in Table C3-4 and Table C3-5 (VOCs) and Table CCP-TP-196 
C3-6 and Table C3-7 (SVOCs) or the SW-846 method . S. 4.0 

• Laboratory completeness shall be expressed as the number of samples 
analyzed with valid results as a percent of the total number of samples CCP-TP-197 
collected . S.4.0 

• Comparability is assessed through use of standardized SW-846 
methods sample preparation and methods that meet the QAO 
requirements in Tables C3-4 and C3-5 (VOCs) and Tables C3-6 and 
C3-7(SVOCs) , traceable standards, and by requiring participation in the 
PDP. 

• Representativeness is assured through the use of unbiased sample 
collection. 

• Results and method detection limits are expressed in Mg/Kg . 

• All method detection limits and program required quantitation limits 
shall be less than or equal to the limits listed in Table C3-4 or Table 
C3-6 and the detection limit study procedures shall be documented in 
SOPs. 

(Section C3-6 and C3-7) 

Are procedures documented to ensure that Tentatively Identified Compounds N/A N/A 
shall be added to the target analyte list if detected in a given waste stream if 
they are reported in 25% of the waste containers sampled from a given waste 
stream, and if they appear in the 20.4.1.200 NMAC (incorporating 40 CFR 261) 
Appendix VIII list? 

(Section C-3a(1 )) 

Are procedures documented to ensure that the following criteria are met with CCP-TP-184 y 
regard to the recognition and reporting of TICS for GC/MS Methods for S.7.9.2 
homogeneous solids and soils and gravels in accordance with SW-846 criteria: CCP-TP-185 

• Relative intensities of major ions in the reference spectrum (ions S.7.5.12, 7.6.4 
greater than 10% of the most abundant ion) should be present in the 
sample spectrum. 

PERMIT ATTACHMENT C6 
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Example of Implementation/ Objective 
Evidence, as applicable 

Item Adequate? 
Reviewed Y/N 

PDP approved memo 
(SOL-2) 

INUCCP ACL M&TE 
(SOL-5) 

N/A N/A 

ALD12017 F/H/M/N/SN y 
ALD12022 F/H/M/N/SN 
ALD12030 F/H/M/N/SN 
(SOL-1) 

Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
Hazardous Waste Permit 

May 8, 2012 

Comment 

(e.g ., any change in procedure ' 

since last audit, etc.) 
i 

' 

Not within the scope of the 
Analytical Laboratories 
responsibilities. TIC evaluation is 
performed at the Project level and 
INUCCP Analytical Laboratories 
does not perform project level 
activities. 
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WAP Requirement Procedure Documented 
INL-CCP Analytical Laboratories Audit A-13-19 

Table C6-2 Solids and Soils/Gravel Sampling Checklist 1 
Location 

Adequate? 
Y/N(Why?) 

• The relative intensities of the major ions should agree within ± 20 
percent. 

• Molecular ions present in the reference spectrum should be present in 
the sample spectrum. 

• Ions present in the sample spectrum but not in the reference spectrum 
should be reviewed for possible background contamination or 
presence of coeluting compounds . 

• Ions present in the reference spectrum but not in the sample spectrum 
should be reviewed for possible subtraction from the sample spectrum 
because of background contamination or coeluting peaks. 

• The reference spectra used for identifying TICs shall include, at 
minimum, all of the available spectra for compounds that appear in the 
20.4 .1.200 NMAC (incorporating 40 CFR 261) Appendix VIII list. The 
reference spectra may be limited to VOCs when analyzing headspace 
gas samples. 

• TICs for headspace gas analyses that are performed through FTIR 
analyses shall be identified in accordance with the specifications of 
SW-846 Method 841 0. 

(Section C3-1 ) 

TICs shall be reported as part of the analytical batch data reports for GC/MS CCP-TP-184 y 
Methods in accordance with the following minimum criteria: S.7.9.2 

• a TIC in an individual container headspace gas or solids sample shall CCP-TP-185 
be reported in the analytical batch data report if the TIC meets the S.7.6.4 
SW-846 identification criteria listed above and is present with a 
minimum of 10% of the area of the nearest internal standard . 

• a TIC in a composited headspace gas sample that contains 2 to 5 
individual container samples shall be reported in the analytical batch 
data report if the TIC meets the SW-846 identification criteria listed 
above and is present with a minimum of 2% of the area of the nearest 
internal standard. 

• a TIC in a com posited headspace gas sample that contains 6 to 1 0 
individual container samples shall be reported in the analytical batch 
data report if the TIC meets the SW-846 identification criteria listed 
above and is present with a minimum of 1% of the area of the nearest 
internal standard. 

• a TIC in a com posited heads pace gas sample that contains 11 to 20 
individual container samples shall be reported in the analytical batch 
data report if the TIC meets the SW-846 identification criteria listed 
above and is present with a minimum of 0.5% of the area of the 
nearest internal standard . 

PERMIT ATTACHMENT C6 
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Example of Implementation/ Objective 
Evidence, as applicable 

Item Adequate? 
Reviewed Y/N 

ALD12017 F/H/M/N/SN y 
ALD12022 F/H/M/N/SN 
ALD12030 F/H/M/N/SN 
(SOL-1) 

Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
Hazardous Waste Permit 

May 8, 2012 

Comment 

(e.g., any change in procedure 
since last audit, etc.) 

i 
I 
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Table C6-2 Solids and Soils/Gravel Sampling Checklist 1 
Location 

Adequate? 
YIN (Why?) 

(Section C3-1) 
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Example of Implementation/ Objective 
Evidence, as applicable 

Item Adequate? 
Reviewed Y/N 

Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
Hazardous Waste Permit 

May 8. 2012 

Comment 

(e.g., any change in procedure 
since last audit, etc.) 
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WAP Requirement Procedure Documented 
Example of Implementation/ Objective 

Evidence, as applicable 
INL-CCP Analytical Laboratories Audit A-13-19 

Table C6-2 Solids and Soils/Gravel Sampling Checklist 1 
Location 

Adequate? Item Adequate? 
Y/NryiJhy?) Reviewed YIN 

METALS ANALYSIS OF CORE SAMPLES 

Are procedures in place to ensure that all Metals analyses are evaluated using CCP-TP-181 
the following criteria: S.7.14, 7.15, 

Precision shall be assessed by analyzing of laboratory sample 7.16, 7.17, 7.18, • 
duplicates or laboratory matrix spike duplicates, LCS replicates, and 7.25, 8, 9, 

PDP blind audit samples in comparison to Table C3-8 App. B &C 

CCP-TP-182 
• Accuracy is shall be assessed through analysis of laboratory , matrix S.7.22, 7.23, 

spikes, PDP blind-audit samples, serial dilutions, interference check 7.24, 7.25, 7.26, 
samples, and laboratory control samples in comparison to criteria in 7.27, 7.31 ' 8, 9, 
Tables C3-8 and C3-9 App. B & C 

• Instrument detection limits are expressed in ug/L and results are listed 
in Mg/Kg. 

• All instrument detection limits and program required detection limits 
shall be less than the limits listed in Table C3-8 and the detection limit 
study procedures shall be documented in laboratory SOPs. The 
Instrument detection limits shall be less than the associated PRDL for 
each analyte (This requirement is not mandatory if the sample 
concentrations are greater than 5 times the instrument detection limit 
(IDL) for a method) 

• Instrument detection limits shall be determined semiannually using 
procedures documented in laboratory SOPs 

• Laboratory completeness shall be expressed as the number of samples CCP-TP-181 
analyzed with valid results as a percent of the total number of samples App. B & C 
submitted for analysis. 

CCP-TP-182 

• Comparability is assessed through use of standardized SW-846 App. B & C 

sample preparation and methods that meet the QAO requirements in CCP-TP-196 
Tables C3-8 and C3-9, demonstrating successful participation in the S. 4.11 
PDP and use of traceable standards. CCP-TP-197 

• Representativeness is assured through the use of unbiased sample S.4.9 & S. 4.10 
collection and preparation of samples using unbiased methods. 

• Results PRQLs are expressed in Mg/Kg wet weight 

(Section C3-8) 
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y ALD12017 F/H/M/N/SN y 
ALD12022 F/H/M/N/SN 
ALD12030 F/H/M/N/SN 
(SOL-1) 

INUCCP PDP cycles 198 
and 20A 
Approved memo 
(SOL-2) 

y ALD12017 F/H/M/N/SN y 
ALD12022 F/H/M/N/SN 
ALD12030 F/H/M/N/SN 
(SOL-1) 

Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
Hazardous Waste Permit 

May 8, 2012 

Comment 

(e.g., any change in procedure 
since last audit, etc.) 

I 
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WAP Requirement Procedure Documented 
Example of Implementation/ Objective 

Evidence, as applicable 
INL-CCP Analytical Laboratories Audit A-13-19 

Table C6-2 Solids and Soils/Gravel Sampling Checklist 1 
Location 

Adequate? Item Adequate? 
Y/NCNhy?) Reviewed YIN 

QUALITY ASSURANCE OBJECTIVES 

Are procedures in place to ensure that the sample completeness rate is N/A 

expressed as the number of valid samples collected as a percentage of the total 
samples collected for each waste stream? The rate must be greater than 90 
percent for all compounds in a waste stream. 

(Section C3-3) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that sampling operations are comparable CCP-TP-056 
through the use of standardized procedures, sampling equipment, and S.1 .0, 2.4 
measurement unit's participation in the PDP? 

(Section C3-3) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that sampling precision shall be determined N/A 

through the collection of field duplicates at a rate of 1 per sampling batch (up to 
20 samples) or 1 per week, whichever is more frequent? 

(Section C3-3) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that the variance measured between co- N/A 

located core samples is compared to the variance within the waste stream using 
the F-test? 

(Section C3-3) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that sampling accuracy as a result of N/A 

equipment blank evaluation is determined through the collection of equipment 
blanks at a frequency of once per equipment clean ing batch? 

(Section C3-3) 

PERMIT ATTACHMENT C6 
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N/A N/A N/A 

y ALD12017 F/H/M/N/SN y 
ALD12022 F/H/M/N/SN 
ALD12030 F/H/M/N/SN 
(SOL-1) 

INUCCP PDP cycles 19B 
and 20A 
Approved memo 
(SOL-2) 

N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
Hazardous Waste Permit 

May 8, 2012 

Comment 

(e.g ., any change in procedure 
since last audit, etc.) 

INUCCP Analytical Labs does not 
perform project level activities. 

SS: INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

SS: INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

INUCCP Analytical Labs does not 
perform project level activities. 

SS: INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 
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WAP Requirement Procedure Documented 

INL-CCP Analytical Laboratories Audit A-13-19 

Table C6-2 Solids and Soils/Gravel Sampling Checklist 1 
Location 

Adequate? 
Y/N(Why?) 

Are procedures in place to ensure that the representativeness of samples is N/A N/A 

demonstrated through the following requirements: 

• Use of coring tools and sampling equipment that are clean prior to use 

• The entire depth of the waste minus a documented safety factor shall 
be cored and the core collected shall have a core length greater than or 
equal to 50 percent 

• The core recovery is calculated as the length of the core collected over 
the depth of the waste in the container 

• Coring operations and tools should be designed to minimize alteration 
of the in-place waste characteristics and the minimum waste 
disturbance shall be verified by visually examining the core and 
documenting the observation in field logbooks 

(Note: if core recovery is less than 50 percent, a second core shall be randomly 
selected. The core with the best recovery shall be used for sample collection) 

(Section C3-3) 
-- L -- ------ - -----

Example of Implementation/ Objective 
Evidence, as applicable 

Item Adequate? 
Reviewed Y/N 

N/A N/A 

---

Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
Hazardous Waste Permit 

May 8, 2012 

Comment 

(e.g., any change in procedure 
since last audit, etc.) 

SS: INUCCP ACL Lab ceased 
operations associated with the SS 
program. 

! 

I 
1. The WAP requirements should be presented in documents, such as procedures . Each of the questions posed under WAP requirements is meant to ask whether procedures are in 

place or whether documents are evident which demonstrate that the specific WAP requirement is or can be met. 
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1.0 PURPOSE 
 

The Central Characterization Program (CCP) is a mobile program designed to   
characterize, certify, and transport Transuranic (TRU) waste from various U.S. 
Department of Energy (DOE) sites to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) in 
New Mexico.  The CCP is operated by Nuclear Waste Partnership (NWP), at the 
direction of the DOE/Carlsbad Field Office (DOE/CBFO).  

 
Battelle Energy Alliance (BEA) Chemical & Radiation Measurements Department 
Environmental Chemistry Laboratory (ECL) provides the service of Headspace 
Gas (HSG) analysis and the submittal of results in the form of validated batch 
data reports (BDRs). 

  
This document defines the interfaces between the CCP and BEA AC&ID ECL 
necessary to perform this work.  This document is intended to clarify and expand 
on details contained in the upper tier Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). 
These services shall be performed in accordance with the CCP WIPP certified 
QA Program that complies with the WIPP permit and other regulatory 
requirements, including the DOE/WIPP-02-3122, Transuranic Waste Acceptance 
Criteria for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP WAC); CCP-PO-003, CCP 
Contact-Handled Transuranic Waste Authorized Methods for Payload Control 
(CH-TRAMPAC); and NM4890139088-TSDF, Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
Hazardous Waste Facility Permit (HWFP), Attachment C-C6, Waste Analysis 
Plan (WAP). All processes and systems comprising the services delivered during 
the characterization of TRU waste will be certified by the DOE/CBFO. 

 
BEA has primary responsibility for assuring that facility requirements for safety 
(e.g. Emergency Management, Industrial Safety and Hygiene [IS&H]) security, 
safety basis, and environmental permits) are met.  

 



CCP-PO-030, Rev. 2 Effective Date:  10/01/2012 
CCP/Battelle Energy Alliance Chemical    
& Radiation Measurements Department Interface Document  Page 5 of 15 

 

Obsolete 

This document addresses specific programmatic requirements in the following 
areas:  

 
 Training and qualification 
 Deficiencies and nonconformances 
 Headspace gas analysis 
 Data validation and reconciliation 
 Measuring and Test Equipment (M&TE) 
 Quality Assurance (QA) 
 Documents and Procedures 
 Procurements 
 Software 
 Equipment 
 Records 
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2.0 REQUIREMENTS 
 

2.1 This document implements the applicable requirements of the following: 
 

 CCP-PO-001, CCP Transuranic Waste Characterization Quality 
Assurance Project Plan 

 
 CCP-PO-002, CCP Transuranic Waste Certification Plan  

 
 CCP-PO-003, CCP Transuranic Authorized Methods for Payload 

Control (CCP CH-TRAMPAC)  
 

  
 



CCP-PO-030, Rev. 2 Effective Date:  10/01/2012 
CCP/Battelle Energy Alliance Chemical    
& Radiation Measurements Department Interface Document  Page 7 of 15 

 

Obsolete 

3.0 RESPONSIBILITIES 
  

3.1 CCP Site Project Manager (SPM) 
 

3.1.1 Functions as CCP’s primary interface and point-of-contact between 
CCP and ECL for waste characterization and certification activities. 

 
3.1.2 Ensures ECL personnel are trained and qualified to perform  

WIPP-compliant TRU waste characterization activities.   
 

3.1.3 Works in conjunction with ECL and generator-site customers to 
establish and maintain scheduled throughput of waste samples.  

 
3.1.4 Ensures that project level verification and validation of BDRs is 

completed. 
 

3.1.5 Conducts periodic management assessments in accordance with 
CCP-QP-018, CCP Management Assessment.  

 
3.1.6 Reviews required software QA per CCP-QP-022, CCP Software 

Quality Assurance Plan. 
 

3.1.7 Ensures that headspace samples contained in SUMMA® canisters 
that are shipped to ECL are not radiological contaminated and can 
be analyzed on the laboratory bench in a non-nuclear facility. 

 
3.1.8 Authorizes the ECL Technical Leader to dispose of generator-site 

samples at the completion of DGL review. 
 

3.2 CCP Quality Assurance (QA) Manager/Designee 
 

3.2.1 Functions as CCP’s primary interface and point-of-contact for QA 
matters between CCP, ECL, DOE-Idaho (ID), and DOE/CBFO.   

 
3.2.2 Develops, directs, and maintains the QA Program and assures and 

verifies its implementation.   
  

3.3 ECL Technical Leader or Designee. 
 

3.3.1 Functions as the ECL primary interface and point-of-contact 
between ECL and the CCP SPM. 

 
3.3.2 Carries out the duties of the Host site STR and the Host site Facility 

Safety Representative (FSR) as assigned in CCP procedures. 
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3.3.3 Coordinates review, provides comments, and approves comment 
resolutions on procedures identified in Section 4.7.1 for the purpose 
of ensuring technical adequacy and operational feasibility.  

 
3.3.4 Reviews per CCP-QP-010, CCP Document Preparation, Approval 

and Control, documents identified in sections 4.7.1 and 4.7.2 of this 
interface document. 
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4.0 INTERFACE 
 

4.1 Training and Qualification 
 

4.1.1 ECL personnel who perform work under the CCP certified QA 
program will be trained and qualified to WIPP requirements in 
accordance with CCP-QP-002, CCP Training and Qualification 
Plan. 

 
4.1.2 The Lead Operator (LO) title as used in the CCP procedures is 

derived from CCP-PO-005, CCP Conduct of Operations (not 
applicable to ECL).  ECL has sole responsibility of their facility and 
CP-PO-005 does not apply except the Required Reading for 
Indoctrination and Required Reading for Continuous Work 
Performance sections as they apply to continuing training 
requirements.  The LO title is not used by ECL, but is the equivalent 
to a supervisory position for ECL (e.g., Technical Leader). 

 
4.1.3 The Equipment Operator title as used in CCP procedures is a 

generic title derived from CCP’s various TRU waste 
characterization and certification operations.  The equipment 
operator title is not used by ECL, but is equivalent to their analytical 
personnel (e.g., BEA staff).  

 
4.2 Deficiencies and Nonconformances 

 
4.2.1 ECL personnel who identify deficiencies or nonconformances  

which affect waste characterization or certification activities, will 
ensure that a nonconformance report (NCR) is initiated in 
accordance with CCP-QP-005, CCP TRU Nonconforming Item 
Reporting and Control. 

 
4.3 Headspace Gas (HSG) Analysis 

 
4.3.1 ECL will perform HSG Analysis using SUMMA® or equivalent 

sample canisters. 
 

4.3.2 ECL will perform the cleaning and certification of sample canisters 
and provide certified clean sample canisters to generator-site 
customers. 

 
4.3.3 ECL will certify needle assembly equipment blanks submitted by 

TRU client sites. 
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4.4 Data Validation and Reconciliation 
 

4.4.1 ECL will provide data generation level, validated data packages for 
HSG in accordance with CCP-TP-188. 

 
4.5 Measuring and Test Equipment (M&TE) 

 
4.5.1 ECL will maintain M&TE calibration in accordance with 

CCP-QP-016, CCP Control of Measuring, Testing, and Data 
Collection Equipment. 

 
4.6 CCP Quality Assurance (QA) 

 
4.6.1 CCP will conduct periodic QA surveillances to assess compliance 

with applicable WIPP requirements in accordance with  
CCP-QP-021, CCP Surveillance Program. 

 
4.6.2 Independent Assessments of the CCP QA Program are currently 

performed by NWP QA personnel, to meet program requirements 
for independence of personnel and qualification of lead auditors. 
The process for scheduling and performing audits of the CCP QA 
Program is defined in CCP-PO-008, CCP Quality Assurance 
Interface with WTS QA Program. 

 
4.7 Documents and Procedures 

 
4.7.1 ECL will work to the following program procedures and be notified 

of changes, provide reviews and comments of program procedures 
in accordance with CCP-QP-010.   

  
 CCP-PO-030, CCP/Battelle Energy Alliance Chemical and 

Radiation Measurements Department Interface Document 
  
 CCP-TP-175, CCP Analysis of Gas Samples for VOCs by 

GC/MS 
 

 CCP-TP-176, CCP Determination of Method Detection Limits for 
Gas Analysis 
 

 CCP-TP-177, CCP Sample Receipt, Custody, and Storage 
 
 CCP-TP-178, CCP SUMMA Canister Cleaning 

 
 CCP-TP-179, CCP Gas Transfer Manifold Systems and Sample 

Compositing 
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 CCP-TP-188, CCP Analytical Data Recording, Review, and 
Reporting 

 
4.7.2 ECL will work to the following program procedures. 

 
 CCP-PO-001, CCP Transuranic Waste Characterization Quality 

Assurance Project Plan 
 

 CCP-PO-002, CCP Transuranic Waste Certification Plan 
 

 CCP-PO-005, CCP Conduct of Operations (Required Reading 
for Indoctrination and Required Reading for Continuous Work 
Performance sections only) 

 
 CCP-QP-002, CCP Training and Qualification Plan  

 
 CCP-QP-005, CCP TRU Nonconforming Item Reporting and 

Control 
 

 CCP-QP-006, CCP Corrective Action Reporting and Control 
 

 CCP-QP-008, CCP Records Management  
 

 CCP-QP-010, CCP Document Preparation, Approval and 
Control 

 
 CCP-QP-011, CCP Laboratory Logbooks 

 
 CCP-QP-016, CCP Control of Measuring, Testing, and Data 

Collection Equipment 
 

 CCP-QP-022, CCP Software Quality Assurance Plan 
 

 CCP-TP-056, CCP HSG Performance Demonstration Plan 
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4.7.3 CCP will maintain control of documents and procedures listed in 
Section 4.7.1 and 4.7.2 in accordance with CCP-QP-010. 

 
4.7.4 CCP will coordinate issuance/effective dates of procedures with 

ECL to ensure minimum impact to in process samples. 
 

4.7.5 CCP will control this interface agreement. 
 

4.8 Procurement 
 

4.8.1 BEA ECL has been added to the NWP/CCP Qualified Suppliers List 
(QSL) according to CCP-QP-015, CCP Procurement.  

 
4.8.2 As a NWP Qualified Supplier, ECL is authorized for procurement of 

items and services as listed in the NWP QSL database. 
 

4.9 Software 
 

4.9.1 ECL has been added to the NWP QSL for software. 
 

4.9.2 All software developed or procured must be entered into the CCP 
software configuration management program in accordance with 
CCP-QP-022. 

 
4.9.3 As a NWP Qualified Supplier, ECL is authorized for procurement of 

software and software services as listed in the NWP QSL database.  
This qualification includes use of internally developed software, 
such as instrument operating software/firmware, spreadsheets, 
data management, and reporting software. 

 
4.10 Equipment 

 
4.10.1  ECL will maintain ownership of all laboratory equipment. 

 
4.10.2  ECL will notify the SPM of new equipment to be evaluated for 

certification and or certified equipment being retired. 
 

4.10.3 The current ECL WIPP-certified equipment is listed and maintained 
on the CCP secure file transfer protocol (sftp) site.  
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4.11 Occurrence Reporting and Processing System (ORPS) and 
Price-Anderson Amendments Act (PAAA) 

 
4.11.1 With respect to potentially reportable events/issues concerning 

waste certification or safe operation of characterization activities 
(e.g., Technical Safety Requirements, Radiation Safety, Industrial 
Safety, Industrial Hygiene, Maintenance, Lockout/Tagout, Conduct 
of Operations), both CCP and ECL reserve the right to file ORPS 
and PAAA reports as they deem appropriate after reviewing the 
pertinent facts and upon coordination and consultation with one 
another and their respective internal practices and procedures. 

 
4.11.2 BEA has sole responsibility for their facility and CCP-PO-005 does 

not apply except the Required Reading for Indoctrination and 
Required Reading for Continuous Work Performance sections as 
they apply to continuing training requirements. 
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5.0 RECORDS 
 

5.1 Records generated during the performance of the waste characterization 
and certification scope are controlled by CCP. 

 
5.2 QA records generated by CCP documents referenced in this plan are 

maintained in accordance with CCP-QP-008.  
 

5.3 ECL will have access to CCP records in case corrections to QA records 
are needed.  Corrections to QA records will be performed in accordance 
with CCP-QP-008. 

 
5.4 ECL BDRs may be transmitted to CCP records as a hardcopy or 

electronically in accordance with CCP-QP-008. 
 



CCP-PO-030, Rev. 2          Effective Date:  10/01/2012 
CCP/Battelle Energy Alliance Chemical    
& Radiation Measurements Department Interface Document              Page 15 of 15 

 

Obsolete 

Figure 1 – Nuclear Waste Partnership – BEA  
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1. ABSTRACT 

This Central Characterization Project (CCP) procedure provides instruction for the 
determination of total metals by Inductively Coupled Plasma Atomic Emission 
Spectrometry (ICP-AES) per the requirements of the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) 
Waste Analysis Plan (WAP). 

2. APPLICABILITY 

This procedure functions as an Idaho Cleanup Project (ICP) Use Type 2 document for 
performing operations in the Analytical Laboratories Department (ALD) facilities. 
 
Personnel performing this procedure will be trained and qualified in accordance with 
CCP-QP-002, CCP Training and Qualification Plan, prior to performing this procedure. 

 
2.1 Regulatory Basis 

Instructions in this method are based upon Method 6010B from the EPA 
publication, Test Methods for Evaluating Solid Waste (SW-846). This method 
also implements requirements and quality assurance objectives defined in the 
WIPP WAP. Additional quality control elements in Chapter One of SW-846 are 
also implemented.  

2.2 Analytes Determined 

The method is applicable to the target analytes listed in Appendix A. 

2.3 Sample Types Analyzed and Sample Pretreatment 

This method is applicable to homogeneous solids and soil/gravel. These matrices 
require pretreatment prior to analysis according to CCP-TP-183, CCP Microwave 
Assisted Digestion of Homogeneous Solids and Soil/Gravel. 

2.4 Interferences 

Several types of interference effects may contribute to inaccuracies in the 
determination of trace elements by ICP-AES. These effects are described in the 
following paragraphs. 

Spectral interferences may be caused by one or more of the following: 

 

A. Overlap of a spectral line from another element. 
B. Unresolved overlap of molecular band spectra. 
C. Background contribution from continuum or recombination 

phenomena. 
D. Background contribution of stray light from the line emission of 

high-concentration elements. 
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Spectral overlap can be compensated for by computer-correcting the raw data 
after monitoring and measuring the interfering element. Unresolved overlap 
requires selection of an alternate wavelength. Background contribution and stray 
light can usually be compensated for by background correction adjacent to the 
analyte line. 

Physical interferences are effects associated with the sample nebulization and 
transport processes. Properties such as changes in viscosity and surface tension 
can cause significant inaccuracies, especially in samples containing high 
dissolved solids or high acid concentrations. If physical interferences are present, 
they must be reduced by application of internal standard correction and/or diluting  
the sample. 

In the internal standard technique, fixed concentrations of one or more elements  
are added to the samples, standards, and blanks.  Elements which do not interfere  
with analytes and are not expected to be in samples, such as yttrium or lutetium,  
are chosen for internal standards.  The ratio of analyte intensity to the intensity of  
the added element (the internal standard) is used to create calibration curves and  
quantify samples.  Internal standard correction is typically performed only with  
simultaneous instruments.  

Chemical interferences include molecular compound formation, ionization 
effects, and solute vaporization effects. Normally these effects are not significant 
with the ICP technique. If observed, they can be minimized by careful selection of 
operating conditions, by buffering the sample, by matrix matching, or by standard 
addition procedures. Chemical interferences are highly dependent on matrix type 
and the specific analyte. 

2.5 Range of Method, Wavelengths & Estimated IDLs 

Generally the lower range of the method is the Instrument Detection Limit (IDL) 
that is experimentally determined. 

The upper linear range is limited to the concentration of the high calibration 
standard unless a Documented Linear Range (DLR) has been demonstrated as 
described in Section 7.35. This upper range may be further extended by analyzing 
sample dilutions. 

Appendix A lists IDLs typically obtained. IDLs are re-determined periodically 
and vary with time and with instrument operating conditions. 

The wavelengths listed are recommended because of their sensitivity and overall 
acceptance. Other wavelengths may be chosen due to analytical considerations 
such as spectral interference, sensitivity, and background. Adequate IDLs and 
Interelement Corrections (IECs) must be demonstrated and documented for all 
wavelengths and analytes before they are used to obtain reported data. 
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2.6 Precision Attainable  

The precision of the method is expected to be 10% or better when measured 
results exceed the IDL by a factor of ten or more.  

3. DISCUSSION 

Samples must be in an acidified, aqueous form and should contain minimal suspended 
particulate material prior to analysis by ICP-AES. Homogeneous solids and soil/gravel 
are prepared as directed in CCP-TP-183. 

When all necessary pretreatment is complete, sample and standard solutions are 
nebulized and the resulting aerosol is transported to the plasma torch. Element-specific 
atomic line emission spectra are produced by a radio frequency inductively-coupled 
plasma. The spectra are dispersed by a grating spectrometer, and the intensities of the 
lines are measured by photo-multiplier tubes. Background-corrected analyte intensities 
measured from samples are compared to analyte intensities measured from solutions of 
known metal concentrations. Results of this comparison are printed and stored in a 
computer file.  

3.1 Method Limitations 

The concentration of silver which can be determined by this procedure is limited 
by solubility during digestion. The digestion method used for this procedure 
utilizes excess hydrochloric acid to complex silver as (AgCl2)

1- and (AgCl3)
2- and  

is reliable for the silver concentrations up to 5 mg/L. Digestion methods which do  
not add excess chloride are subject to precipitation loss of silver by traces of 
chloride typically present in wastes, waste waters, and natural waters. 

Instructions in this method deviate from verbatim implementation of cited 
reference documents, as described in Section 3.2.1. These modifications are 
allowed by the inherent flexibility of EPA methods, as discussed in SW-846 
Chapter Two. 

3.2 Modifications to SW-846 Method 6010B Protocol 

3.2.1 Section 7.5 of Method 6010B states: “. . . The rinse time will be one 
minute. Each laboratory may establish a reduction in this rinse time 
through a suitable demonstration. . .” The minimum rinse times for this 
method is one minute which meets the intent of Method 6010B §7.5. 
Additional information in Method 6010B §3.4 makes it clear that the 
rinse time cited in Method 6010B §7.5 was NOT intended to preclude 
longer rinse times. 

3.3 Sequential and Simultaneous Analysis  

3.3.1 This method contains instructions for analysis using either a sequential  
or a simultaneous ICP-AES system.  For the sequential systems, a  
limited set of interferents are routinely quantified and corrections are  
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applied; qualitative sample surveys are performed to identify additional  
interferents which are quantified and corrected only when surveys  
indicate their presence at interfering levels.  For the simultaneous  
systems, all identified potential interferents are quantified in all samples  
and corrections are applied.  

4. SAFETY PRECAUTIONS 

4.1 Chemical Hazards 

4.1.1 Handle all chemicals per MCP-3635, “Chemical Hygiene Plan.” 

4.1.2 Wear the following standard laboratory PPE in the lab: 

A. Lab coat 
B. Safety glasses with side shields 
C. Substantial footwear 
D. Appropriate gloves. 

4.1.3 Change gloves immediately upon chemical contact. 

4.1.4 Handle corrosives per ACLP-0.27, “Routine Handling of Corrosives.” 

4.1.5 Handle all spills per ACLP-0.24, “Laboratory Spill Cleanup.” 

4.2 Radiological Hazards 

4.2.1 Perform all work under an applicable Radiological Work Permit (RWP) 
per MCP-7, “Radiological Work Permit.” 

4.2.2 Handle nonroutine samples per ACLP-0.21, “Work Control Procedure 
for the Analysis of Nonroutine Samples.” 

4.3 Cryogenic Hazards 

4.3.1 Handle cryogens per MCP-3635.  

4.4 Electrical Hazards 

4.4.1 Operate 208 to 480 V circuit breakers and disconnect switches in  
accordance with Host site procedures.  

4.5 Waste Disposition and Pollution Prevention 

4.5.1 Manage all waste generated per ACLP-0.40, “Analytical Laboratories 
Waste Management.” 
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5. APPARATUS AND REAGENTS 

5.1 Apparatus 

5.1.1 Spectrometer: Computer-controlled inductively coupled plasma source  
emission spectrometer with background correction capability: 

5.1.1.1 Sequential  JY-138 Ultrace.   

  OR  
 
5.1.1.2 Simultaneous Perkin-Elmer Optima 4300, or equivalent.  

5.1.2 Computer: Industry standard computer with color monitor, hard disk drive 
and printer. 

5.1.3 Adjustable-speed peristaltic pump, external or incorporated into the 
instrument, two or more channels. 

5.1.4 Polyvinyl chloride (PVC) peristaltic pump tubing. Typical sizes: 

 Intake: 0.030” (0.76 mm) I.D., color code Black-Black 
 Waste: 0.045” (1.14 mm) I.D., color code Red-Red  
 Waste: 0.035” (0.89 mm) I.D., color code Orange-Orange 

NOTE: Alternate peristaltic pump tubing sizes are allowed. Use of intake 
tubing sizes other than those listed above are documented in the 
instrument maintenance log or on the documentation for IDL 
determinations. 

5.1.5 Argon, welders grade or better. 

5.1.6 Compressed air, filtered, oil-free.  

5.1.7 Nitrogen, welders grade or better. 

5.1.8 Mechanical Pipets, 0.010- to 10.0-mL with disposable tips verified 
according to ACLP-0.255, “Mechanical Pipetor Calibration Verification.”  

5.1.9 Pipets for dispensing reagents, 1.0- to 10.0-mL with disposable tips, or 
equivalent. 

5.1.10 Balance, resolution 1 mg and 100 g minimum capacity. 

5.1.11 High density polyethylene (HDPE) bottles, assorted sizes. 

5.1.12 Spatula. 
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5.1.13 Disposable syringes, 10- to 60-mL or other appropriate volumes. 

5.1.14 Syringe filters (Nalgene®, or equivalent), 0.45-micron pore size. 

5.1.15 Autosampler, computer-controlled (optional).  

5.1.16 Autosampler tubes, 15- and 50-mL, approximate volumes (if autosampler  
is used).  

5.2 Reagents 

NOTE: Reagent volumes other than specified may be prepared by using appropriate 
ratios of components. 

Use trace metals grade acids throughout this procedure unless another grade is 
specified. Use Analytical Reagent Grade or better chemicals for other reagents. 

Use ASTM Type II water (with respect to conductivity) or better for preparation 
of all reagents and samples. 

5.2.1 Nitric acid (concentrated). Trace Metal Grade or equivalent. 

5.2.2 Nitric acid (11). Add 500 mL concentrated Trace Metal Grade nitric acid 
to approximately 400 mL water and dilute to 1 liter. 

5.2.3 Hydrochloric acid (concentrated). Trace Metal Grade or equivalent. 

5.2.4 Hydrochloric acid (11). Add 500 mL concentrated HCl to approximately 
400 mL water and dilute to 1 liter. 

NOTE: The following primary standards, secondary standards, and QC 
solutions are provided by the Quality Control Laboratory (QCL) per 
ACLP-1.01, “Preparation of Reagents and Standards” and tracked  
and used by the Spectrochemistry Group (SCG) per 
ACLP-2.05, “Control, Distribution and Use of Spectrochemical 
Standards.” Instructions for preparing working standards from these 
standards and solution are provided in Section 7.3. 

5.2.5 Stock Standard Solutions. Solutions containing known concentrations 
traceable to the NIST for each analyte required. These solutions, which 
may contain one or more analytes, are used individually or in combination 
to prepare calibration standards. All stock standard solutions used for this 
method must be plasma grade or better. 
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5.2.6 Calibration Stock Solution(s) (CalSt). Primary or secondary standard used 
to prepare calibration standards. Typically the CalSt concentration is 
200 times the desired high calibration standard concentration for each 
analyte. The CalSt solution concentration is typically 1000 mg/L for all 
target analytes. Do NOT add internal standard elements to CalSt.  

5.2.7 Initial Verification Stock Solution(s) (ICVSt). Used to make the ICV  
working solution, and may also be used to make the Continuing 
Calibration Verification (CCV) working solution. All primary standards 
used to make the ICVSt solution must be independent of those standards 
used to make the CalSt. Typically the ICVSt analyte concentration is such 
that a 40-fold dilution of the ICVSt will yield a solution in which all 
analytes are present at approximately half the concentration of the high 
calibration standard. The ICVSt solution concentration is typically 
100 mg/L for all target analytes. Do NOT add internal standard elements  
to ICVSt.  

5.2.8 Internal Standard Stock Solutions (ISSt).  Prepare ISSt at concentrations  
which are 100 times the desired internal standard final concentration.   
Lutetium or yttrium are used as internal standards.  Prepare in a minimum  
5% (v/v) nitric acid matrix.  Include other acids when needed for increased  
solution stability.  

NOTE: ISSt is required only when internal standard correction is applied to  
the calibration.  

 
5.2.9 ICSA Solution. Interference Check Solution A (ICSA) contains interfering 

elements at approximately the following concentrations: 500 mg/L Al, Ca, 
and Mg; and 200 mg/L Fe and U.  If internal standard is included, then  
ICSA also contains 1 mL of ISSt per 100 mL ICSA.  

5.2.10 ICSAB Stock Solution(s). Interference Check Solution B (ICSAB) stock 
solution is used to make the ICSAB working solution. The ICSAB stock 
solution contains concentrations of all target analytes. Typically analyte 
concentrations in the ICSAB stock solution(s) are 100 times the 
concentration desired in the ICSAB working solution. Working ICSAB 
solution analytes should be present at the nominal concentrations listed in 
the Appendix A.  If internal standard is included, then ICSAB Stock  
Solution also contains 1 mL of ISSt per 100 mL ICSAB stock solution.  

6. SAMPLE HANDLING 

6.1 Store digested samples at room temperature until analysis. 
 
6.2 Prepare and analyze samples within 180 days of sample collection. 
 
6.3 Group samples into analytical batches. The analytical batch is a suite of samples 

of similar matrix that are processed as a unit, using the same analytical method 
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within a specific time period. An analysis batch must not exceed 20 samples, all 
of which must be received by the laboratory within 14 days of the validated time 
of sample receipt (VTSR) of the first sample of the batch. 

 
7. PROCEDURES 

NOTE 1: Sections 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.5, 7.6, 7.7 and 7.8 provide general instructions to be 
used concurrently with other procedure sections. 

NOTE 2: Data recording instructions are provided in CCP-TP-188, CCP Analytical 
Data Recording, Review and Reporting. 

7.1 Labware Cleaning  

Clean all reusable labware according to ACLP-0.25, “Labware Cleaning for 
Environmental Analyses,” before use in this procedure. Subsequent cleaning to  
ACLP-0.25 is not required when labware is reused for identical QC or rinse 
solutions. 

NOTE: It is suggested that the ASTM Type II water rinse be repeated on stored 
glassware just prior to use. 

7.2 General Instructions for Standard Preparation and Analysis 

NOTE: This procedure includes instructions for the preparation of specific volumes 
of standards and other solutions. In all cases, alternate volumes may be 
prepared if the proportions of reagents within the solution are maintained as 
specified. 

7.2.1 Reagent Control 

Various chemicals used in this procedure contain trace amounts of metals 
that show up as a consistent level of contamination in the analysis. Treat 
all solutions in the batch with the same reagents so that the contribution of 
this contamination to sample results can be estimated. For this reason, 
check that a single container of each chemical with enough for the entire 
batch is available before adding it to any samples and standards. 

7.2.2 Standard Control 

7.2.2.1 Control all primary, secondary, and working standards per 
ACLP-2.05. 

7.2.2.2 Prepare working solutions daily. 
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7.2.3 Sample Analysis Requirements 

7.2.3.1 Document on the raw data corrective actions taken for data not 
within control limits. Include a description of the deficiency and 
the corrective action taken. 

7.2.3.2 Contact supervision for directions if this procedure is not 
compatible with the sample or sample matrix received. 

7.2.3.3 Determine Interelement Correction Factors (IECs) for the 
instrument and operating conditions according to Section 7.32 or  
7.33 of this procedure before samples are analyzed. 

NOTE: The value of the high calibration standard is the linear 
range unless another DLR has been established (see 
Section 7.35). 

7.2.3.4 IF internal standard correction was used for the determination of  
IDLs and IECs,  
THEN add internal standard solution to standards and samples and  
use internal standard correction during sample analysis.  

7.3 Preparation of Calibration, Verification, and Rinse Solutions 

NOTE: The following instructions are based on use of a 1000 mg/L CalSt and 100 
mg/L ICVSt solutions. Stock standard volumes added for preparation of 
calibration standards and ICV solutions may be other than those specified in 
these instructions. In all cases identifiers and actual stock solution volumes 
added are recorded in the standard preparation log. 

7.3.1 Non-Zero Calibration Standard Preparation  

7.3.1.1 Prepare calibration standards daily by adding approximately 50 mL 
of water to 100-mL volumetric flasks. Add nitric acid,  
hydrochloric acid, and, if applicable, Internal Standard Stock  
Solutions (ISSt) to the flasks according to the following table:  

Table 7.3.1.1: Acid Matrix  
Volume of 

Conc. HNO3 
added per 
100 mL of 

Standard (mL) 

Volume of Conc. 
HCl added per 

100 mL of 
Standard (mL) 

Volume of ISSt  
added per 100  

mL of Standard  
(mL), if  

applicable  Matrix 

12 10 1  12 HNO3, 10 
HCl 

7.3.1.2 Pipet 0.50 mL of Calibration Stock Solution(s) (CalSt) into the 
flask. 
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7.3.1.3 Bring to volume with water. 

7.3.2 Calibration Blank Preparation 

7.3.2.1 Prepare the calibration blank daily by filling a marked or graduated 
plastic bottle or container with approximately 50 mL of water. 

7.3.2.2 Add HNO3, HCl, and ISSt to the bottle as directed in Table 7.3.1.1  
above. 

7.3.2.3 Add water to the 100-mL mark. 

7.3.3 Initial Calibration Verification (ICV) Standard Preparation 

7.3.3.1 Prepare the ICV daily by adding approximately 50 mL of water to 
a 100-mL volumetric flask. 

7.3.3.2 Add HNO3, HCl, and ISSt according to Table 7.3.1.1, matching the  
acid concentrations for the ICV with that of the calibration 
standards. 

7.3.3.3 Pipet 2.5 mL of ICVSt into the volumetric flask. 

7.3.3.4 Bring to volume with water. 

7.3.4 Low Level Concentration (LLC) Standard Preparation 

7.3.4.1 Prepare the LLC daily by adding approximately 50 mL of water to 
a 100-mL volumetric flask. 

7.3.4.2 Add HNO3, HCl, and ISSt according to Table 7.3.1.1, matching the  
acid concentrations of this standard with that of the calibration 
standards. 

7.3.4.3 Pipet 0.20 mL of ICVSt into the volumetric flask. 

7.3.4.4 Bring to volume with water. 

7.3.5 Continuing Calibration Verification (CCV) Standard Preparation 

The ICV solution may also serve as the CCV solution. Alternately, 
prepare the CCV daily by following the instructions for ICV 
preparation, substituting the CalSt for ICVSt. Because CalSt is typically 
10 times the concentration of ICVSt, the volume of CalSt added will be 
one tenth the volume for ICVSt. 

NOTE: It is recommended that the ICV and CCV be the same solution. 
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7.3.6 Probe Wash Solution Preparation  

Prepare the probe wash solution by adding nitric and hydrochloric acids  
to water in the proportions list below in Step 7.3.6.2. Alternate probe 
wash solution compositions may be used if required due to analytical 
considerations such as sample matrix and minimization of memory 
effects. 

NOTE: Probe wash solution is replaced whenever significant contamination 
is suspected. 

7.3.6.1 Fill a 500-mL marked or graduated plastic bottle or container with 
approximately 250 mL of water. 

7.3.6.2 Add HNO3 and HCl to the bottle as directed in the following table. 

Concentrated 
HNO3, mL 

Concentrated 
HCl, mL Matrix 

60 50 
12 HNO3, 

10 HCl 

7.3.6.3 Add water to the 500-mL mark. 

7.3.7 Interference Check Solution A (ICSA) Preparation 

7.3.7.1 IF internal standard correction is NOT to be applied OR if the  
ICSA was prepared with internal standard,  
THEN analyze the ICSA Solution (See Item 5.2.9) undiluted for  
the target analytes. 

7.3.7.2 IF internal standard correction is to be applied AND internal  
standard was not added to the ICSA solution,  
THEN prepare the ICSA by adding 0.1 mL ISSt to a measured  
10-mL volume of the ICSA solution.  

7.3.7.3 Do not apply a dilution factor to compensate for internal standard  
addition.  

NOTE: Internal standard correction compensates for the 1% dilution  
due to addition of ISSt.  

7.3.8 Interference Check Solution B (ICSAB) Preparation 

7.3.8.1 IF internal standard correction is NOT to be applied OR if the  
ICSA and ICSAB were prepared with internal standard,  
THEN prepare the ICSAB solution daily by making a 100-fold  
dilution of the ICSAB Stock Solution (See Item 5.2.10) using  
ICSA Solution as diluent. 
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7.3.8.2 IF internal standard correction is to be applied AND internal  
standard was not added to the ICSA and ICSAB solutions,  
THEN prepare the ICSAB by adding 0.1 mL ISSt and 0.1 mL  
ICSAB Stock Solution (See Item 5.2.10.) to a measured 10-mL  
volume of the ICSA solution (See Item 5.2.9).  

7.3.8.3 Do not include the volume of ISSt added when calculating the  
ICSAB dilution factor.  

NOTE: Internal standard correction compensates for the 1%  
dilution due to addition of ISSt.  

 
7.4 Instrument Setup 

7.4.1 Computer Startup 

7.4.1.1 Computer Startup, Sequential  

7.4.1.1.1 IF the computer has been turned off, 
THEN turn on the computer and wait for the 
Windows Desktop© to appear. 

7.4.1.1.2 IF the computer was left in the DOS mode, 
THEN type “WIN” and press <Enter> from the 
DOS prompt and wait for the Windows Desktop© to 
appear. 

7.4.1.2 Computer Startup, Simultaneous  

7.4.1.2.1 IF the computer has been turned off,  
THEN turn on the computer and wait for the  
Windows Desktop© to appear.  

7.4.2 Spectrometer Startup  

7.4.2.1 Spectrometer Startup, Sequential  

7.4.2.1.1 IF the argon gas supply is not on, 
THEN turn on the argon gas supply. 

7.4.2.1.2 Ensure that the nitrogen purge gas supply is on and 
is set to 30  2 psi. 

7.4.2.1.3 Activate the cooling water by opening the valve or 
turning on the cooling water system. 

7.4.2.1.4 Access the plasma control icon from the Windows 
Desktop©. 
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NOTE: The plasma control icon may be located directly on the 
Windows Desktop© or located through the JY-138 
Ultratrace icon. 

7.4.2.1.5 Change the displayed plasma parameter settings, if 
necessary, to agree with the following table. 

Plasma Start Up Parameters 
Parameter Setting 
Power 1100  200 W 
Plasma Gas 15.0  5 lpm 
Auxiliary Gas 0.2  0.2 lpm 
Sheath Gas 0.2  0.2 lpm 
Power Asserv Checked 
Power Reflected Checked 
Argon Humidifier Checked 

 
7.4.2.1.6 After the settings are correct click Start. 

7.4.2.1.7 IF the plasma control screen indicates successful 
ignition, 
THEN GO TO Step 7.4.2.1.9. 

NOTE: It is not unusual to need 2 or 3 attempts for starting. 

7.4.2.1.8 IF the plasma control screen indicates ignition 
failure, 
THEN perform one or more of the following steps: 

7.4.2.1.8.1 Click the Controls box then click Start, 

7.4.2.1.8.2 Repeat Step 7.4.2.1.6, 

OR 

7.4.2.1.8.3 Repeat Steps 7.4.2.1.1 through 7.4.2.1.6. 

7.4.2.1.9 Allow at least 30 minutes after plasma ignition 
before proceeding with the auto-search process. 

NOTE: The Analytical Method may be selected at any time after 
plasma ignition and prior to Auto Search (see Step 7.5.2). 
Plasma conditions used for analytical measurements are 
set when the Analytical Method is selected. 

7.4.2.1.10 From the ICP SYSTEM menu, press <Shift> and 
<F2> simultaneously to activate the normal starting 
mode and perform the zero order search. 
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7.4.2.2 Spectrometer Startup, Simultaneous  

7.4.2.2.1 Click the spectrometer icon to start the spectrometer  
control software.  

NOTE: System checks will be performed and the results listed on  
the screen.  

 
7.4.2.2.2 IF system check results indicate components not in  

a ready state,  
THEN perform the actions necessary to bring the  
system to ready state.  

7.4.2.2.3 Open the plasma menu item and click the ‘ON’ icon  
to ignite the plasma.  

7.5 Sample Analysis Overview and Instrument Set-Up 

7.5.1 Perform all calibration and analysis steps using the conditions under which 
IDLs and IECs were obtained. Use background correction and a minimum 
of two replicate measurements. 

7.5.2 Sample Analysis Overview and Instrument Set-Up, Sequential  

7.5.2.1 Perform these tasks in the following sequence: 

A. Select Analytical Method 
B. Auto Search 
C. Auto Attenuate 
D. Auto Search (Optional) 
E. Acquire Sample Profiles 
F. Calibrate 
G. Analyze. 
 

7.5.3 Sample Analysis Overview and Instrument Set-Up, Simultaneous  

7.5.3.1 Torch Viewing Position Optimization  

NOTE: Torch viewing alignments are performed, at a minimum,  
whenever the torch is repositioned, removed, or replaced,  
and when changes are made to the nebulizer or spray  
chamber.  Radial and axial alignments can be performed in  
any order.  

  
7.5.3.1.1 Click on spectrometer control in the tools menu to  

bring up the torch alignment window.  
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7.5.3.1.2 Aspirate an appropriate solution containing Mn and  
click the axial button to begin the axial torch  
alignment.  

7.5.3.1.3 WHEN the alignment is complete,  
THEN aspirate an appropriate solution containing  
Mn and click the radial button to begin the radial  
torch alignment.  

7.5.3.2 Wavelength Alignment  

NOTE: Wavelength alignment is performed daily, and may be  
performed as part of the instrument performance check.  

  
7.5.3.2.1 Click on spectrometer control in the tools menu to  

bring up the torch alignment window.  

7.5.3.2.2 Click Hg realign.  

NOTE: Instrument status messages will indicate the progress of the  
alignment.  The internal mercury lamp will be turned on,  
allowed to warm up, and measured intensities will be  
automatically aligned to known mercury wavelengths.  

  
7.5.3.3 Wavelength Alignment and Instrument Performance  

Check  

NOTE: Wavelength alignments followed by atom/ion ratio  
performance checks are performed daily.   
Alternate/equivalent software commands may be used to  
complete these tasks.  

7.5.3.3.1 Open the daily performance workspace.  

7.5.3.3.2 Click the automatic analysis icon and go to the  
analysis page.  Click the ‘rebuild’ button.  

NOTE: A wavelength alignment using the internal mercury  
lamp will automatically be added to the run  
sequence if a wavelength alignment has not yet been  
performed.  

  
7.5.3.3.3 Place an appropriate solution containing 5 ppm Mg  

in the autosampler location indicated for the  
instrument performance check.  

7.5.3.3.4 Click ‘analyze all.’  
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7.6 Analytical Run Sequence 

Appendix D, Typical Analytical Run Sequence, specifies the run sequence of the 
analysis procedure. Instructions for the completion of each task are included in 
the indicated step. 

The term analytical sample includes any solution or media introduced into the 
instrument on which an analysis is performed, excluding instrument calibrations, 
initial calibration verifications, and continuing calibration verifications. Note that 
the following are all defined as analytical samples: samples, diluted samples, 
spiked samples, LCSs, low level concentration (LLC) solution, interference check 
solutions (ICSA and ICSAB), and laboratory blanks. Re-analysis of any analytical 
sample is counted as an additional analytical sample. However a rinse typically 
does NOT count as an analytical sample because no analysis is performed on the 
rinse. 

When multiple analytical batches are combined in one run, it is suggested that the 
sequence start at “ICV Analysis” for each analytical batch. 

7.7 ICP Rinse Sequence  

NOTE: Multiple probe wash compositions may be used; however, the rinse sequence 
must include a minimum 60-second rinse in calibration blank or in a probe 
wash solution which matches the acid matrix of the calibration blank. 

7.7.1 Place the probe in the probe wash after removing it from any sample or 
non-zero QC solution. An intermediate probe dip in water is allowed. 

7.7.2 When a rinse sequence is specified, aspirate probe wash or Calibration 
Blank Solution for a minimum total rinse time of 60 seconds. 

NOTE: The fast pump speed setting may be activated during the rinse 
sequence. 

7.7.3 Place the probe in probe wash or water during warm-up and whenever 
there is a break in the analytical run sequence. 

7.8 Solution Introduction Sequence 

7.8.1 Perform Section 7.7, ICP Rinse Sequence. 

7.8.2 Aspirate the solution to be measured for at least 60 seconds. 

NOTE: The fast pump speed setting may be activated during sample 
introduction. Return to the analytical pumping rate for at least 
10 seconds of sample introduction before initiating the data 
acquisition step. 

7.8.3 Activate the computer data acquisition sequence. 



CCP-TP-182, Rev. 1      Effective Date: 01/26/2009 
CCP Determination of Metals by ICP-AES  
for TRU Waste Characterization  Page 21 of 58 

 

Obsolete 

7.8.4 When sample data acquisition is complete, place the probe in probe wash. 

7.9 Auto Search, Sequential  

NOTE: The Auto Search routine locates the position of the element lines relative to 
their theoretical positions prior to entering the analysis routine.  Auto  
Search is applicable to sequential spectrometers only.  

7.9.1 Select an analytical method program for the analyte set to be determined. 

7.9.2 Include the following elements in addition to the target analytes (see 
Appendix A): 

A. Aluminum 
B. Calcium 
C. Iron 
D. Magnesium 
E. Uranium. 

7.9.3 Include any other elements identified as interferents according to 
Section 7.13 or quantify these additional interferents in a separate 
analytical run. 

NOTE: Analyte wavelengths and background correction offsets must be 
identical to those contained in the template method used for 
interelement interference and IDL studies. 

7.9.4 From the MAIN MENU, select “Preparation”. 

7.9.5 Select “Auto Search.” 

7.9.6 Aspirate the high calibration standard. 

7.9.7 Use the arrow keys to highlight “small” and press <F10> or <Enter> to 
accept. 

7.9.8 IF during the search routine the element line is not located, 
THEN select the “large” window option and repeat the Auto Search 
function. Once the line is located, perform the Auto Search with the small 
window option.  
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7.9.9 Press <F10> to search all highlighted elements, 
OR to search specific elements, press <F5> or <F9> to scroll through the 
method elements. To select an element, press <F5> while the element 
symbol is blinking. Press <F9> to de-select the element. When only the 
desired elements are highlighted, press <F10> to initiate the AutoSearch 
routine. 

NOTE: The AutoSearch routine produces a graph of wavelength versus 
intensity. The element name, wavelength, intensity in total counts, 
and the current position of the motor in nm are displayed. The dotted 
yellow vertical line identifies the center of the search window; the 
dotted brown line, the theoretical position; and the full white line, the 
limit of the range. When a peak is located, the curve will remain 
displayed for a few seconds and then will continue on to the next 
element. Pressing any key will allow the curve display to remain on 
the screen longer. If the graph includes several peaks, no peak, or a 
saturated peak the curve will remain on the screen awaiting input. 

7.9.10 IF any doubt exists about the line selected, 
THEN repeat the search using a single element standard. 

7.9.11 Evaluate the wavelength-intensity plot for each analyte and ensure that the 
analytical peak has been properly selected as follows: 

7.9.11.1 A plus sign () indicates the peak selected by the software. This 
will always be the closest peak to the window center and may not 
be the correct peak. Type in an assigned peak number to select a 
peak and to view a table of possible elements at that wavelength. 
(Press <Enter> to close this table.) 

7.9.11.2 When the () appears above the correct peak, press <F10>. 

7.9.11.3 If the peak selected is different than the one selected by the 
computer, respond “Y” to the prompt to verify your selection. 
The computer will then ask if you want to search the element 
again. Press <F5> for yes or <F9> for no. 

NOTE: When a peak has been selected and verified for an element, 
the search routine will be initiated for the next element in 
the method. When all elements in the method have been 
searched and selected for all highlighted elements, the 
program returns to the PREPARATION MENU. 
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7.10 Auto Attenuate, Sequential  

NOTE: The “Auto-Attenuate” function adjusts the photomultiplier voltage for each 
wavelength so that the count rate resulting from the aspirated standard is 
most favorable for analytical measurement.  Auto-Attenuate is applicable to  
sequential spectrometers only.  

7.10.1 From the PREPARATION menu, select “Auto Attenuate.” 

7.10.2 Use the arrow keys to highlight “small” and press <F10> or <Enter> to 
accept. 

7.10.3 Aspirate the high calibration standard. 

7.10.4 Press <F10> to set gain voltages for all wavelengths in the analytical 
method program. 

7.10.5 IF the auto attenuate is to include only specific elements, 
THEN press <F5> or <F9> to scroll through the method elements. To 
select an element press <F5> while the element symbol is blinking. Press 
<F9> to de-select the element. When only the desired elements are 
highlighted, press <F10> to initiate the Auto Attenuate routine. 

NOTE: The Auto-attenuation routine is complete when the PREPARATION 
menu appears on the screen. At this point, the Auto Search routine, 
Section 7.9, may be repeated. 

7.11 Acquiring Sample Profiles, Sequential  

NOTE: All samples are analyzed using background correction.  When analyses  of 
any samples of unknown or uncharacterized matrix type are performed using  
a sequential spectrometer, wavelength-intensity plots are obtained for a  
standard, a blank, and a sample from each unknown or uncharacterized 
matrix type to be analyzed.  These plots are compared to verify the adequacy 
of established background set points and interelement correction studies.  
These plots are also studied to determine interfering elements to be 
quantified. 

7.11.1 From the PREPARATION menu, select “Profiles.” 

7.11.2 Respond to the prompts with specific solution identifiers. 

7.11.3 Aspirate a prepared sample of the unknown matrix type and acquire 
profiles for all target analytes. Acquire blank and standard profiles by 
aspirating solution and instrument data acquisition or by opening filed 
scans acquired since the current IDL effective date. 
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7.11.4 When all necessary profiles have been acquired, press <F3>“Go to graph”. 
The profile choices are displayed. To select the profile choices to be 
included in the plot, press <F5>“select” or press <Enter>. Include the 
standard, the blank, and the sample profiles in the graph. As the profile is 
selected, the color of the profile name is highlighted. Press <F10> “Go to 
next screen”. 

NOTE: Up to four solutions may be included in one graph. 

7.11.5 The option is presented to display the profile graphs on the screen or to 
send them to the printer. Initially, move the cursor to “screen” and press 
<F10> “Select” or <Enter>. 

7.11.6 The program will prompt “Plot Blinking Element?” Press <F10> to plot 
the highlighted elements. 

7.11.7 Press <F10> “Graph” to display the profiles for each element. Each of the 
profiles are superimposed on one graph. 

NOTE: Profiles are typically evaluated using the screen display. However, 
hard copies of the profiles may be obtained by pressing <F9>. 

7.12 Evaluating Sample Profiles for Background Correction, Sequential  

7.12.1 Evaluate the background correction set points indicated by a yellow tick 
mark along the baseline of the sample profiles acquired in Section 7.11. 
Consult with supervision if unusual interferences are present near the 
desired peak or the background set point. 

7.12.2 Enter background correction set point changes, if needed. Press <F5> to 
set and <F6> to clear. The graph scale must be expanded to properly 
evaluate new background correction set points. Expand the scale of the 
graph by pressing the down arrow and <F3>. 

7.12.3 Redetermine interelement correction factors (Section 7.32) whenever a 
background correction set point is changed. 
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7.13 Evaluating Sample Profiles to Determine Interferents to be Quantified,  
Sequential  

7.13.1 Compare sample and standard interferent intensities in the sample profiles 
acquired in Section 7.11 to determine if interfering elements not on the 
analyte list must be quantified. 

NOTE: The intensity comparison may be omitted for interferents which will 
be quantified regardless of profile results. 

7.13.2 IF the intensity of an interfering element not on the analyte list indicates 
that the element is above the interference threshold determined in 
Section 7.32, 
THEN quantify that element for that sample. 

NOTE: The quantitative interferent results will be used to calculate 
interference corrected results according to Equation 9.9. 

7.14 Calibration, Sequential  

NOTE 1: Instructions for performing simultaneous system calibrations are included  
in Step 7.16.2, Sample Data Input and Analysis, Simultaneous.  

  
NOTE 2: A two-point calibration is typically performed using one multielement high  

standard and the calibration blank. The high standard analytes may be 
distributed between multiple solutions aspirated sequentially. 

7.14.1 From the PREPARATION menu, select “Calibration.” The “Calibration 
Screen” will appear, select “Calibrate.” 

7.14.2 IF only certain elements are to be calibrated within a method, 
THEN press <F8> (“Help”) and then <F3> “Select Elements to Calibrate.” 
Press <F5> or <F9> to scroll through the method elements. To select an 
element press <F5> while the element symbol is blinking. Press <F9> to 
de-select the element. When only the desired elements are highlighted, 
press <F10> to initiate the calibration routine. 

NOTE: The order in which calibration standards are measured may be 
altered. STDLOW need not be the first standard aspirated. 

7.14.3 Perform the solution introduction sequence (see Section 7.8) for the blank 
calibration standard (STDLOW). When the introduction sequence is 
complete, move the cursor to “yes” and press <Enter> to begin the  
measurement process. 

7.14.4 When the readings for the STDLOW are complete, follow the screen 
prompts to select “Next Standard”. Perform the solution introduction 
sequence for the next standard identified on the screen and press <Enter> 
to begin the measurement process. 
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7.14.5 Continue the introduction and measurement process for each calibration 
standard displayed. 

7.14.6 When all calibration standards have been measured save and print 
calibration coefficients by ONE of the following: 

7.14.6.1 Press <Esc> to obtain the ‘save coefficients’ screen prompt, use 
the arrow keys to select ‘Yes’, and press <Enter>. 

OR 

7.14.6.2 Press <F3> then use the right arrow to cycle through and accept 
calibration coefficients for each analyte individually. Press 
<Esc>. 

7.14.7 Evaluate the calibration for each analyte against the requirements of 
Steps 8.5.1 and 8.5.2 before continuing with sample analysis. 

7.15 Re-sloping During the Analytical Run 

It is sometimes necessary to perform a reslope, a one or two point correction of 
the calibration curve, during the analytical run. The calibration standards used in 
the reslope procedure are those identified as “STDLOW” and “STDHIGH”. 

A ‘reslope’ must be immediately preceded and followed by analysis of both CCV 
and CCB. In other words, no analytical sample data generated in the time interval 
between a CCV/CCB pair and a reslope can be reported.  When using the  
sequential system, ‘Autosearch’ may be performed between the preceding  
CCV/CCB and the reslope. 

7.15.1 Re-sloping During the Analytical Run, Sequential  

7.15.1.1 From the MAIN MENU select “Analysis”. 

7.15.1.2 On the Analysis Menu, select “Sample File.” 

7.15.1.3 Press <F2> in response to the prompt “Enter the file name for 
sample names.” Enter the sample name: “STDLOW” in the box 
beside which the cursor is blinking and press <Enter>. Press 
<F3> to record. 

NOTE: The reslope may be performed for all elements or a subset of 
elements from the method. Step 7.16.1.3 provides instructions for 
selecting element subsets. 

7.15.1.4 Enter the sample name: “STDHIGH” and press <Enter>. Again 
Press <F3> to record. Press <F10> “Analyze”. 
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7.15.1.5 The current sample name (“STDLOW”) and the next sample 
name (“STDHIGH”) are displayed. Complete the solution 
introduction sequence for the “STDLOW”, then respond to the 
prompt “Measure?” by moving the cursor to “yes” and pressing 
<Enter>. When the analysis is completed, press <F10> “Next 
Sample” and the net intensities and statistics are printed. Press 
any key to continue. 

7.15.1.6 Complete the solution introduction sequence for the next 
calibration standard, then select “yes” and press <Enter>. When 
the readings are complete, press <F10>. The net intensities and 
statistics are printed for each element. Press any key to continue. 

7.15.1.7 Check the validity of your reslope by performing a CCV (Section 
7.27) analysis followed by a CCB analysis (Section 7.18). 

7.15.2 Re-sloping During the Analytical Run, Simultaneous  

7.15.2.1 Edit the Sample Information File (SIF) to begin with CCV/CCB  
pair and continuing with all analytical samples to be run  
(including those to be rerun).  See Section 7.16, Sample Data 
Input and Analysis, for SIF entry instructions.  

7.15.2.2 Open the analysis page within the automatic analysis window  
and click the ‘rebuild’ button.  

7.15.2.3 Click the ‘analyze all’ button to reslope the calibration and  
continue to analysis of the solutions in the SIF.  

OR  
  

7.15.2.4 Click the calibrate button and when the calibration is complete,  
click the analyze samples button to continue to analysis of all  
solutions in the SIF.  

7.16 Sample Data Input and Analysis 

7.16.1 Sample Data Input and Analysis, Sequential  

7.16.1.1 Entering Sample Identifiers 

In the first box of the sample identifier section, type in the lab 
sample ID and press <Enter>. 

NOTE: The sample identification entry field is displayed as three boxes. 
The sample identifier is entered in the first box. The second and 
third boxes are used to enter sample dilution data. 
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7.16.1.2 Entering Dilution Information 

When applicable, enter data for dilutions performed during 
preparation and analysis steps in the second and third boxes 
of the sample identification section. Enter initial and final 
volumes separated by the forward slash () symbol. For 
example, if 0.5 g of sample was diluted to 100 mL and then a 
0.25-mL aliquot of that dilution was taken to 50 mL, the 
entry in this field would be 0.5/100/0.25/50. Continue entry 
into the third box if additional characters are needed for 
dilution entry. Press <Enter> to complete dilution entry. 

7.16.1.3 Element Selection 

After entering the sample identification the analyst has the 
option of selecting for analysis all elements or a subset of 
elements from the method for analysis. 

7.16.1.3.1 Press <F3> to select all of the elements in the 
method. 

OR 

7.16.1.3.2 Press <F6> to select individual elements to analyze. 
As the display of each element of the method 
blinks, press <F5> to select that element or <F9> to 
deselect that element from the current analysis 
routine. Press <F10> or <Esc> when finished 
selecting elements, and press <F3>to record. 

NOTE: A sample may be skipped or a previous sample rerun by 
responding “no” and pressing <F10> or <Enter> when the 
computer prompts “measure?.” Alternately, the cursor may 
be moved to “Jump” and the identifier for the sample to be 
measured may be entered. 

7.16.1.4 Initiate Analysis  

7.16.1.4.1 Press <F10> “Analyze”. The sample name is 
displayed and the prompt measure? will appear. 

7.16.1.4.2 Initiate or continue the Solution Introduction 
Sequence (see Section 7.8). When this sequence is 
complete, move the cursor to “yes” and press 
<Enter> to begin acquisition of sample intensity 
readings. 

7.16.1.4.3 When the screen prompt indicates that the readings 
are completed, press <F10> next sample. 
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Measurement results are printed. Press any key to 
continue. 

7.16.2 Sample Data Input and Analysis, Simultaneous  

7.16.2.1 Open the WIPP analysis workspace.  

7.16.2.2 Open the WIPP analysis software method.  

7.16.2.3 Perform the sample analysis using the instrument control  
software.  Alternate/equivalent software commands may be  
used to complete these tasks.  

7.16.2.3.1 Open an existing SIF or create a new SIF.  

7.16.2.3.2 Enter sample identifiers in the sample ID field.  

7.16.2.3.3 Edit the SIF to schedule QC samples according to  
Appendix C, by manual entry of QC samples in the  
SIF or use automatic QC scheduling.   

7.16.2.3.4 Enter sample dilution information as applicable in  
the remarks or text field in the SIF.  When  
applicable, enter data for dilutions performed. Enter  
one or more pairs of initial and final volumes with  
each value separated by the forward slash (/)  
symbol.  

7.16.2.3.5 IF the autosampler is used for the analysis,  
THEN enter autosampler locations for all solutions  
in the autosampler location field.  

7.16.2.3.6 Save the SIF.  

7.16.2.3.7 Open the automatic analysis window.   

7.16.2.3.8 Select or enter the correct SIF in the appropriate  
location in the analysis window.  

7.16.2.3.9 Select or enter a results storage location in the  
appropriate location in the analysis window.  

7.16.2.3.10 Open the analysis page within the automatic  
analysis window and click the ‘rebuild’ button.  

7.16.2.3.11 Check that the resulting run sequence meets the  
requirements of Appendix C.   

7.16.2.3.12 Check sample identifiers and dilution factors for  
accuracy.  
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7.16.2.3.13 IF the autosampler is used,  
THEN place sample and QC solutions in the  
indicated autosampler locations.  

7.16.2.3.14 Click the ‘analyze all’ button to perform the  
calibration followed by analysis of all solutions in  
the SIF.  

OR  
  

7.16.2.3.15 Click the calibrate button and when the calibration  
is complete, click the ‘analyze samples’ button to  
continue to analysis of all solutions in the SIF.  

7.17 ICV Analysis 

7.17.1 Analyze the ICV solution according to the instructions in Section 7.16. 

7.17.2 IF the ICV result obtained is within 10% of the ICV ‘true’ value, 
THEN continue with the next analysis in the analytical run sequence. 

7.17.3 IF the ICV result obtained is NOT within 10% of the ICV ‘true’ value, 
THEN correct the problem, recalibrate, and re-analyze the ICV. 

7.18 ICB and CCB Analysis 

7.18.1 Analyze the calibration blank solution according to the instructions in 
Section 7.16. 

7.18.2 IF the absolute value of result obtained is  PRDL for each analyte 
determined, 
THEN continue with the next solution in the analytical run sequence. 

7.18.3 IF the absolute value of result obtained is  PRDL for one or more 
analytes, 
THEN mark all analytical sample results for the non-conforming 
analyte(s) generated since the last compliant ICB or CCB to indicate that 
the data are rejected due to a failed CCB, 
AND terminate the analysis and correct the problem. If necessary to 
correct the problem, recalibrate or reslope for the failed element(s). 

NOTE: Analyses must be repeated for those results marked as not reported. 

7.18.4 Continue with the analytical run sequence. 

NOTE: Data marking must be completed before data are submitted for 
review. 
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7.19 Low Level Concentration (LLC) Check 

7.19.1 Analyze the Low Level Concentration check solution (LLC) according to 
the instructions in Section 7.16, assigning this analysis the sample name 
“LLC.” 

7.19.2 IF the LLC result obtained is within 20 of the LLC ‘true’ value, 
THEN continue with the next analysis in the analytical run sequence. 

7.19.3 IF the LLC result obtained is NOT within 20 of the LLC ‘true’ value, 
THEN correct the problem, and re-analyze the LLC. Do not continue with 
the analytical run sequence until LLC results meet acceptance criteria. 

7.20 ICSA Analysis 

7.20.1 Analyze the ICSA solution according to the instructions in Section 7.16, 
assigning this analysis the sample name “ICSA.” 

7.21 ICSAB Analysis 

7.21.1 Analyze the ICSAB according to the instructions in Section 7.16, 
assigning this analysis the sample name “ICSAB.” 

7.21.2 IF the result obtained is within 20 of the ICSAB ‘true’ value for target 
analytes, 
THEN continue with the next analysis in the analytical run sequence. 

7.21.3 IF the ICSAB result obtained is NOT within 20 of the ICSAB ‘true’ 
value for target analytes, 
THEN reanalyze the ICSAB. 

7.21.4 IF the ICSAB passes the second time, 
THEN continue with the analytical run sequence. 

7.21.5 IF the ICSAB fails again, 
THEN mark affected element results obtained since the last passing 
ICSAB sample (if any) for which the ‘as run’ solution concentration of 
one or more interferents is above the concentration in the ICSA solution as 
not reported due to failed ICSAB. 

NOTE: Acceptance criteria and corrective action for ICSAB apply only if 
interferents are found in samples at levels greater than in the ICSA 
solution. 

7.21.6 Correct the problem, recalibrate, verify the recalibration, reanalyze the 
ICSA and ICSAB for the non-conforming analyte. Continue with the 
analytical run sequence, 

NOTE: Analyses must be repeated for those results marked as not reported. 
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7.22 Laboratory Blank (LB) Analysis 

7.22.1 Analyze the LB according to the instructions in Section 7.16. 

7.22.2 IF the result obtained is 3  PRDL for each analyte determined, 
THEN continue with the next solution in the analytical run sequence. 

7.22.3 IF the result obtained is 3  PRDL for one or more analytes, 
THEN flush the system with rinse solution water and reanalyze the LB. 

7.22.4 IF this result is within limits, 
THEN continue with the next solution in the analytical run sequence. 

7.22.5 IF the LB once again fails, 
THEN continue with the next solution in the analytical run sequence. 
Evaluate sample results when the analysis run is complete. Redigest and 
reanalyze all samples with measured analyte concentrations 10 times the 
LB concentration AND 0.5  PRQL for the failed analytes. 

7.23 LCS Analysis 

7.23.1 Analyze the LCS according to the instructions in Section 7.16. 

7.23.2 IF the result obtained for the LCS is within the limits set by the 
manufacturer’s Certificate of Analysis or within established statistical 
control limits, 
THEN continue with the next solution in the analytical run sequence. 

7.23.3 IF the LCS result obtained is not within these limits, 
THEN flush the system with rinse solution and reanalyze the LCS. 

7.23.4 IF this result is within limits, 
THEN continue with the next solution in the analytical run sequence. 

7.23.5 IF the LCS once again fails, 
THEN terminate the analysis, check instrument operation and correct the 
problem, recalibrate the instrument for the element(s) failed. 
OR continue with the determination of all other analytes, followed by 
problem correction, recalibration or re-slope, and reanalysis for the failed 
analyte(s). 

7.23.6 IF the repeated result for the failed analyte is within limits, 
THEN continue with the next solution in the analytical run sequence. 

7.23.7 IF the LCS fails again, 
THEN terminate the analysis for the failed analyte. The samples 
associated with the batch must be redigested and reanalyzed for the failed 
analyte. Consult with supervision for direction prior to proceeding. 
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7.24 MS and MSD Analysis 

7.24.1 Analyze the MS and MSD according to the instructions in Section 7.16. 

7.24.2 Estimate spike recoveries for both MS and MSD using Equation 9.2. 

NOTE: Analyte results will be flagged for poor spike recovery if % R is not 
between 80 and 120. 

7.25 Serial Dilution 

7.25.1 For each analytical batch, select one sample for serial dilution. If possible, 
choose a sample in which the concentration of most analytes is greater 
than 50 times the IDL. 

7.25.2 Prepare and analyze a 5-fold dilution of the sample by combining 1 part of 
sample with 4 parts of calibration blank. 

7.25.3 Estimate percent difference using equation 9.5 for samples with analyte 
concentrations greater than 50 times the IDL. 

7.25.4 IF the serial dilution result (corrected for the fivefold dilution) agrees 
within 10 difference of the original dilution for each analyte, 
OR the analyte concentration in the sample selected is LESS than 50 times 
the IDL, 
THEN continue with the next solution in the analytical run sequence. 

7.25.5 IF the serial dilution result (corrected for the fivefold dilution) does not 
agree within 10 difference of the original dilution, 
AND the analyte concentration in the sample selected is greater than 
50 times the IDL, 
THEN the five-fold dilution of the sample may be re-prepared and 
re-analyzed. 

NOTE: Repetition of a failed serial dilution is suggested but not required. 
Analyte results that do not meet acceptance criteria will be flagged 
for poor serial dilution agreement. 

7.26 Post Digestion Spike 

7.26.1 IF serial dilution, matrix spike, and matrix spike duplicate results for a 
batch meet acceptance criteria based on estimates performed in 
Steps 7.24.2 and 7.25.3, 
THEN post-digestion spike analysis may be omitted. 

7.26.2 IF serial dilution, matrix spike, or matrix spike duplicate results fail to 
meet acceptance criteria, 
THEN prepare at least one Post Digestion Spike (PDS) sample per batch 
for the failed analyte(s). 
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7.26.3 PDS Preparation  

7.26.3.1 Whenever possible, use the unspiked prepared sample which was  
used for MS and MSD analysis to prepare the PDS. 

7.26.3.2 Pipette the following into a vial: 

 20 mL of prepared sample (may be diluted) 

 0.200 mL of ICVSt 

NOTE: Alternate spiking levels may be used for PDS. The volume of spike 
solution added should be less than 10 of the volume of sample plus 
diluent added. If the spike solution volume is greater than 2 of the 
spike sample volume, dilution due to spike addition must be included 
in spike recovery calculations. 

7.26.4 Analyze the PDS and estimate the spike recovery (Equation 9.2). 

7.26.5 IF the PDS recovery is 100  25, 
THEN continue with the next solution in the analytical run sequence. 

7.26.6 IF the PDS recovery is NOT 100  25, 
THEN the post digestion spike may be re-prepared and re-analyzed. 

NOTE: Repetition of a failed PDS is suggested but not required. If the 
repeated spike recovery is not 100  25, then a matrix effect may 
be suspected. 

7.26.7 Continue with the next solution in the analytical run sequence. 

7.27 CCV analysis 

7.27.1 Analyze the CCV according to the instructions in Section 7.16. 

7.27.2 IF the result obtained is within  10 of the true value, 
THEN continue immediately to CCB analysis. 

7.27.3 IF the result obtained is NOT within  10 of the true value, 
THEN stop the analysis. 

7.27.4 For the non-conforming analyte, mark all results obtained since the last 
passing CCV as not reported due to failed CCV. 

NOTE: Analyses must be repeated for those results marked as “not 
reported.” 

7.27.5 Re-slope or recalibrate the instrument for the non-conforming analyte 
using the calibration blank (STDLOW) and/or the high calibration 
standard (STDHIGH). 
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7.27.6 Reanalyze the CCV. 

7.27.7 IF the result obtained is now within  10 of the true value, 
THEN continue with the CCB analysis and the next solution in the 
analytical run sequence. 

7.27.8 IF the second CCV analysis is not within 10 of the true value, 
THEN terminate the analysis for failed analytes, correct the problem, 
recalibrate the instrument for the element(s) failed, and verify the 
recalibration. Continue with the next solution in the analytical run 
sequence. 

7.28 End of Run 

End the run with analysis of ICSA (Section 7.20), ICSAB, (Section 7.21), CCV 
(Section 7.27), and CCB (Section 7.18). Analyze these solutions after the last 
reported sample or QC solution (other than CCV and CCB) has been analyzed. 
No results may be reported from analytical samples analyzed after the last 
CCV/CCB pair. 

7.29 Instrument Shutdown 

7.29.1 Instrument Shutdown, Sequential  

7.29.1.1 When the analyses have been completed, press <ESC> 
several times to return to the Windows Desktop©. 

7.29.1.2 Aspirate water for a minimum of five minutes. 

7.29.1.3 Press STOP on the plasma control screen. 

NOTE: The remaining steps in Section 7.29 may be completed in any 
order. 

7.29.1.4 Loosen the peristaltic pump clamp. 

7.29.1.5 Turn the cooling water off. 

7.29.1.6 IF the argon gas use is not expected for the remainder of the 
shift, 
THEN turn the argon gas off. 

7.29.1.7 IF the nitrogen gas use at 30 psi is NOT expected for the 
remainder of the shift, 
THEN reduce nitrogen pressure to 20 psi. 

NOTE: The monitor and the printer may be turned off or left on. 

7.29.1.8 Verify that the Instrument Performance Check was recorded.  
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7.29.2 Instrument Shutdown, Simultaneous  

7.29.2.1 Aspirate water for a minimum of five minutes.  

7.29.2.2 Open the plasma control window and click the plasma off  
icon.  

7.29.2.3 Loosen the peristaltic pump clamps.  

NOTE:  The monitor and the printer may be turned off or left on.   
  
7.29.2.4 Verify that the Instrument Performance Check was recorded.  

7.30 Reporting 

7.30.1 Number the pages of the instrument raw data printouts and record the  
instrument identifier on the first page. 

7.30.2 Add the date and sign or initial the print out. 

7.30.3 Record information as directed in CCP-TP-188. 

7.30.4 IF QC sample results associated with the reported samples do NOT meet 
Appendix C acceptance criteria, 
AND the QC failure is not due to sample matrix, 
THEN ensure that a nonconformance report (NCR) is initiated per 
CCP-QP-005, CCP TRU Nonconforming Item Reporting and Control. 

7.30.5 Calculate and enter sample results in the laboratory information 
management system or on forms per CCP-TP-188, as follows: 

A. Report sample results in mg/kg to two significant figures 

B. Report sample concentrations measured as less than the IDL as the 
IDL adjusted for dilution factor followed by a ‘U’ qualifier, which 
indicates that the analyte was not detected 

C. Report quality control summary data using formats specified in 
CCP-TP-188 

D. Use data qualifying flags defined in CCP-TP-188. 

7.30.6 Assemble and submit the following to the independent technical reviewer 
for evaluation and review: 

A. photocopies of sample and standard preparation logbook pages 

B. originals of any other paperwork used to record data about sample 
preparation and analysis 

C. the instrument printouts.  
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7.31 IDL Determination 

NOTE: Section 8.1 provides requirements for the frequency for determining IDLs. 

7.31.1 Prepare or obtain a solution of calibration blank matrix containing analytes 
at a concentration of approximately 2 to 5 times the estimated IDL. 

7.31.2 Perform at least seven analyses of this standard solution. Perform each 
measurement as though it were a separate analytical sample (that is, follow 
each measurement with a rinse and/or any other tasks normally performed 
between the analysis of separate samples). 

NOTE: Analyses performed for IDL determinations must meet all calibration 
verification requirements for the analysis of samples. Acceptable ICV 
and ICB or CCV and CCB readings must bracket all data used to 
determine IDLs. 

7.31.3 Calculate the IDL using Equation 9.6. 

7.31.4 Round the calculated IDL value UP (away from zero) to the nearest 
0.001 mg/L. 

NOTE: For example, if an IDL calculated according to Equation 9.6 is  
0.0012 mg/L the IDL will be reported as 0.002 mg/L. 

7.31.5 Compare the reported IDLs to the Appendix B PRDL values. 

7.31.5.1 IF a reported IDL is greater than the PRDL for that analyte,  
THEN correct the problem and redetermine the IDLs before 
analyzing samples. 

7.32 Determination of Interelement Correction Factors (IECs), Sequential  

NOTE: Section 8.2 provides requirements for the frequency for performing 
interference studies and determining IECs. 

7.32.1 Perform instrument calibration and initial calibration verification (ICV and 
ICB) as directed in Section 7. 

NOTE: ICB or CCB results will be subtracted from interferent results for 
determining the correction factors to be applied. 

7.32.2 Analyze appropriate high-concentration standards for each interfering 
element. At a minimum, analyze standards for Al, Ca, Fe, Mg, and U. 

NOTE: Interference study solutions typically contain 100 to 1000 mg/L of the 
interfering element. 

7.32.3 Calculate interelement correction factors (k) using Equation 9.7. 
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7.32.4 Calculate interelement correction thresholds using Equation 9.8 using the 
k values determined and the current applicable IDLs. 

7.32.5 IF the interferent concentration in the sample is greater than the interferent 
concentration threshold for the element, 
THEN apply the IEC prior to calculating the result. If the interferent 
concentration is less than the threshold for the element, no IEC need be 
applied. 

7.33 Determination of Interelement Correction Factors (IECs), Simultaneous  

NOTE: Section 8.2 provides requirements for the frequency for performing  
interference studies and determining IECs.  

  
7.33.1 Perform instrument calibration and initial calibration verification (ICV and  

ICB) as directed in Section 7.  

7.33.2 Analyze appropriate high-concentration standards for each interfering  
element. At a minimum, analyze standards for Al, Ca, Fe, Mg, and U.  

NOTE: Interference study solutions typically contain 100 to 1000 mg/L of the  
interfering element.  

 
7.33.3 Confirm that the reading is due to signal from the interfering element by  

examining the spectral plot of the analyte and consulting with reference  
wavelength tables and books.   

7.33.4 Calculate IECFs using the instrument software,  
OR  
Calculate interelement correction factors (k) using Equation 9.10.  

7.33.5 Enter calculated IECFs into the instrument software.  

7.33.6 IF interferent concentrations cannot be measured simultaneously with  
analyte concentrations,  
THEN perform the following steps.  

7.33.6.1 Calculate interelement correction factors (k) using Equation 9.10.  

7.33.6.2 Calculate interelement correction thresholds using Equation 9.11  
using the k values determined and the current applicable IDLs.  

7.33.6.3 IF the interferent concentration in the sample is greater than the  
interferent concentration threshold for the element,  
THEN apply the IEC using Equation 9.12 prior to calculating the  
result.   

NOTE: No IEC is needed if the interferent concentration is less than the  
threshold for the element.  
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7.34 Verification of Interelement Correction Factors (IECFs)  

7.34.1 Perform instrument calibration and initial calibration verification  
(ICV/ICB).  

7.34.2 Analyze appropriate high-concentration standards for each interfering  
element.  

NOTE 1: Solutions typically contain 50 to 1000 mg/L of the interfering  
element.  

  
NOTE 2: The IECF has been verified if the absolute value of the  

IECF-corrected result is less than or equal to the greater of the  
following:  

  
A. 5× the IDL,  
  
B. 0.10 × the absolute value of the correction amount.  
  

7.34.3 IF the IECF is NOT verified,  
THEN examine the spectral plot of the analyte to determine if an actual  
shift in the correction factor has occurred.  

NOTE 1: Memory effect or contamination of the high concentration standard  
may cause a positive reading that is actually due to analyte and not  
interferent. The interference check solutions may be analyzed more  
than once to confirm a change has occurred.  

  
NOTE 2: Corrective actions may include:  

  
A. Calculating IECFs using multiple analyses of interferent  
solutions,   
  

 B. Using longer rinse times between high concentration interferent  
analyses,  

  
C. Examining wavelength vs. intensity plots to confirm that apparent  
interference readings are not due to spectral interference,    
  
D. Checking interferent solutions for analyte concentrations and  
correcting readings for analyte concentrations.  
  

7.34.4 IF a shift in the correction factor has occurred,  
THEN calculate IECFs by Equation 9.10 and enter the updated IECF into  
the instrument software.  
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7.35 Determining the Documented Linear Range (DLR) 

The upper linear measurement range is limited to the concentration of the high 
calibration standard unless a higher  DLR has been demonstrated and documented 
according to the following instructions. 

NOTE: DLRs are applicable only for a specific analyte, instrument, and set 
of operating conditions. A DLR may be used for up to six months 
after its determination date.  

7.35.1 Prepare one or more single element solutions with known analyte 
concentrations. These concentrations should include values near the 
desired DLR. 

7.35.2 Calibrate the instrument as directed in Section 7.14. 

7.35.3 Perform initial, continuing, and end-of-run calibration verifications as 
directed in Steps 7.17, 7.18, 7.27, and 7.28. 

7.35.4 Analyze the single element solutions as samples. 

7.35.5 Assign the DLR as the concentration of the highest concentration solution 
with an observed signal within 10 of its ‘true’ value. 

8. QUALITY CONTROL REQUIREMENTS 

8.1 IDL Determinations 

8.1.1 Determine Instrument Detection Limits (IDLs) every six months. 

8.1.2 Determine IDLs for each instrument used to obtain reported data and for 
each specific set of operating conditions. 

8.1.3 If instrument conditions are adjusted in any way that may affect the IDL, 
re-determine the IDLs for that instrument and use the results as the 
established IDLs for all subsequent reporting. 
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NOTE: Parameters which could affect instrument conditions include, but are 
not limited to, nebulizer type, spray chamber type, intake tubing 
diameter, forward power setting, and plasma source gas flow 
settings. 

8.2 IEC Determinations 

8.2.1 Examine each analytical wavelength for potential interferences due to 
aluminum, calcium, chromium, copper, iron, magnesium, manganese, 
nickel, titanium, uranium, and vanadium. 

8.2.2 At a minimum, determine IECs for spectral interferences due to 
aluminum, calcium, iron, magnesium, and uranium at all wavelengths 
used for each analyte reported by ICP-AES. 

8.2.3 Perform interference studies for any additional elements which may be 
present in samples at potentially interfering levels. 

8.2.4 Determine IECs for any additional spectral interferences identified. 

8.2.5 Determine these IECs before any samples are analyzed and verify or  
re-determine IECs at least once every six months thereafter.  

8.2.6 Verify or re-determine IECs if the instrument is adjusted in any way which  
may affect the ICP IECs (for example, change of background correction 
offset or a change in forward power). Apply the new IECs to all data 
generated under the new operating conditions. 

8.3 Method Performance Demonstration (Precision and Accuracy) 

8.3.1 Demonstrate method performance initially before analyzing any samples. 

8.3.2 Demonstrate initial method performance by preparing 7 replicate aliquots 
of a control standard having all target analytes at quantifiable 
concentration. 

8.3.2.1 Digest solid method performance samples (the solid LCS may be 
used for this purpose) by CCP-TP-183. 

8.3.3 Analyze digested method performance samples. 

8.3.4 Calculate average percent recovery and the percent relative standard 
deviation of the results. Initial and continuing method performance 
demonstrations are acceptable if the average percent recovery meets the 
acceptance criteria for LCSs and the percent relative standard deviation is 
30. 
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8.3.5 If the method performance demonstration is NOT acceptable, 
terminate sample analysis until acceptable method performance has been 
demonstrated. Repeat the demonstration until acceptance criteria are met. 

8.3.6 Demonstrate continuing method performance semiannually using a 
minimum of four (4) method performance samples. 

8.4 Analytical Batch QC Requirements 

The QC parameters covered in Section 8.4 are analytical-batch specific, their 
frequency and use are determined on the basis of an analytical batch or matrix 
type. Detailed instructions for meeting these requirements are included in 
Sections 7 and 9 of this procedure. See Appendix B and Appendix C for 
acceptance criteria and required corrective actions. 

8.4.1 Laboratory Blank (LB) Requirements  

The laboratory blank, LB, an aliquot of water digested and analyzed with 
each analytical batch of samples, is prepared to determine the extent of 
sample contamination caused by the digestion process. Laboratory blanks 
are equivalent to method blanks in SW-846. 

Laboratory blank results are calculated and reported in the same units as 
the associated samples. LB results for solid samples are reported in mg/kg. 

8.4.2 Laboratory Control Sample (LCS) Requirements  

The LCS is a sample matrix containing known, measurable amounts of all 
target analytes. At least one LCS is digested and analyzed with each 
analytical batch to monitor the accuracy of the analytical process. The 
LCS matrix should be similar to that of the samples in the analytical batch. 
LCS statistical control limits are established using a 2-tailed t test at the 
99 confidence interval, using a minimum of seven data points. 

8.4.3 Matrix Spike (MS) QC Requirements  

The MS is an aliquot of sample to which known amounts of analytes have 
been added prior to the sample preparation and analysis steps. At least one 
MS sample is prepared and analyzed with each analytical batch. MS 
recoveries are used to identify concentration biases for the sample matrix 
occurring due to the digestion process. Matrix spike results are evaluated 
as percent recovery (R) of the added analyte concentration.  
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8.4.4 Matrix Spike Duplicate (MSD) Requirements  

A MSD is a replicate MS sample prepared and analyzed in lieu of a matrix 
duplicate. At least one MSD sample is prepared and analyzed with each 
analytical batch. The variability between MS and MSD results are used to 
assess the precision of the measurement process.  

MS results are evaluated as R of the added analyte concentration and as 
the relative percent difference (RPD) between results for the MS and 
MSD. 

8.4.5 Post-Digestion Spike (PDS) Requirements  

The PDS is an aliquot of digested sample spiked with analytes of interest. 
PDS results, together with matrix spike recoveries, are used to determine 
if poor recoveries are due to the sample preparation or analysis process.  

8.4.6 Serial Dilution (L) Requirements  

The serial dilution is a five-fold dilution of a digested field sample 
analyzed to assess matrix effects on the sample results. The overall 
dilution factor for the serial dilution is determined by the dilution of the 
digestate used for sample result quantitation. For example, if an analyte 
was quantified from neat digestate for the original sample, the serial 
dilution is analyzed on a five-fold dilution (1:5) of the sample. If an 
analyte was quantified from a ten-fold dilution of the digestate for the 
original sample, the serial dilution is analyzed on a fifty-fold dilution 
(1:50). 

8.5 Analysis Run QC Requirements 

The QC parameters covered in Section 8.5 are specific to the analytical run. 
Detailed instructions for meeting these requirements are included in Sections 7 
and 9 of this procedure. See Appendix B and Appendix C for acceptance criteria 
and required corrective actions. 

8.5.1 Initial Calibration and Initial Calibration Verification (ICV) 
Requirements 

The ICP-AES is calibrated for all analytes daily prior to analysis of 
samples, using standards which contain the same acid matrix as the 
samples to be analyzed. 

The ICV is a solution with known analyte values prepared from a 
source(s) independent from those used for the calibration standards. The 
ICV is analyzed immediately after each initial calibration to verify the 
accuracy of the calibration standards and the resulting calibration curve.  
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ICV results are evaluated as %R of the known or “true” concentration 
standard.  

8.5.2 Initial Blank Verification (ICB) Requirements  

The ICB is a solution identical to the calibration blank which is analyzed 
immediately after the ICV. The ICB is used to verify the accuracy of the 
low end of the calibration curve. 

8.5.3 Low Level Concentration (LLC) Check  

The LLC is a solution analyzed to meet the WIPP-WAP requirement to set 
the concentration of at least one QC or calibration standard at or below the 
solution concentration equivalent of the PRQL. The LLC is used to assess 
the accuracy of the calibration curve at or below the level of interest. 

8.5.4 Interference Check Samples (ICS) Requirements  

Interference check samples consist of two standard solutions, ICSA and 
ICSAB. The ICSA contains Al, Ca, Fe, Mg, and U at levels sufficient to 
test the ICP-AES interelement corrections. The ICSAB solution contains 
interfering analytes at concentrations similar to ICSA plus a quantifiable 
concentration of all target analytes. ICSA and ICSAB results are used to 
verify interelement and background correction factors for target analytes.  

ICSA and ICSAB are analyzed at the beginning and end of each analytical 
run. In addition the ICSA and ICSAB solutions must be analyzed 
periodically so that no more than 8 hours elapses between analyses of 
ICSA and ICSAB pairs. In other words, if the analysis run is longer than 
8 hours, an intermediate ICSA and ICSAB must be inserted into the run.  

8.5.5 Continuing Calibration Verification (CCV) Requirements  

The CCV is a solution with known analyte values analyzed periodically to 
verify instrument calibration stability through the analytical run. The CCV 
is analyzed at the beginning of the run (the ICV), after each set of ten 
analytical samples (as defined in Appendix D), and once again at the end 
of the run after all analytical samples have been analyzed.  

8.5.6 Continuing Calibration Blank Verification (CCB) Requirements  

The CCB is a solution identical to the calibration blank, which is analyzed 
immediately after the each CCV. The CCB is used to monitor instrument 
baseline stability throughout the analytical run. 
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9. CALCULATIONS 

Use internally consistent units wherever units are not specified in the following 
calculations. For example, in the Matrix spike recovery calculation SSR, SR, SA must all 
be in the same units. 

9.1 Sample Results  

 
 

a

da

W

VX
 = C C

S





 

where: 

Cs = Sample concentration in mg/kg 

Xc = Interelement-corrected sample concentration from the 
instrument readout in mg/L 

V = Final preparation volume in mL  

W = Initial weight of sample in g 

a = Post-preparation sample aliquot taken 

d = Volume of diluent added to the post-preparation aliquot 

9.2 Matrix Spike and Post Digestion Spike Recovery 

100  
SA

 SR- SSR
  = %R   

where: 

%R = % Recovery 

SSR = Measured concentration in the spike sample 

SR = Measured concentration in the unspiked sample (SR=0 if the 
analyte was not detected in the unspiked sample) 

SA = Known concentration of the spike added 

NOTE: For post digestion spikes SR may be adjusted to compensate for 
dilution due to spike addition. 
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9.3 Matrix Spike Duplicate Agreement  

200100

2

)(
  

D) + (S

D - S
  

DS
D - S

 = RPD 


 

where: 

RPD = Relative Percent Difference 

S = Concentration of first spike sample in report units  

D = Concentration of second spike sample in report units  

 

9.4 Percent Recovery for ICV, CCV, LCS, LLC  

100 
C

C
  = %R

t

m   

where: 

%R = % Recovery 

Cm = Measured concentration in the solution 

Ct  = Known, or ‘True’, concentration of the solution  

9.5 Percent Difference (%D) for Serial Dilutions 

100   
SR

SDRSR
 = %D 


 

where: 

%D = Percent Difference 

SR = Undiluted sample result 

SDR = Serial Dilution sample result, corrected for the five-fold 
dilution 
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9.6 Instrument Detection Limit (IDL) Calculation 

 s t = IDL n  )99.1,1(   

where: 

IDL = Instrument Detection Limit. 

s = The standard deviation of the replicate measurements  

t(n-1,1-=.99) = The T-distribution value appropriate to a 99% 
confidence level and a standard deviation estimate 
with n-1 degrees of freedom 

n = The number of replicate measurements obtained 

 

 

t Distribution Values for n=7 to n=11 

n n-1 t(n-1,1-=.99)

7 6 3.143 
8 7 2.998 
9 8 2.896 
10 9 2.821 
11 10 2.764 

 

9.7 Interelement Correction Factor, k, Sequential Measurements  

IF |Ca – B|    IDL 

THEN k = 0 

 

IF |Ca – B|   IDL 

THEN  
C

B - C
  =k

i

a  

where: 

k = Interelement Correction Factor  

Ca = Measured concentration (positive or negative) for the analyte in 
the presence of the interferent solution, mg/L. 

Ci = Known concentration of the interferent, mg/L. 

B = Analyte reading for an ICB or CCB analyzed during the 
interferent analysis run, mg/L. 
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9.8 Interelement Correction Threshold Concentration, Sequential Measurements  

 
k

IDL  
  =Ct

5
 

where: 

Ct = Interferent threshold concentration, mg/L. 

IDL = Current analyte IDL, mg/L 

k  = Interelement correction factor calculated per Equation 9.7  

9.9 Interelement Correction of Sample Results, Sequential Measurements  

IF Ci  > Ct  THEN SRcorr  =  SR - k  Ci 

IF Ci   Ct  THEN SRcorr  =  SR 

where: 

SRcorr = Interelement corrected value, mg/L. 

SR = Uncorrected analyte reading in the sample solution, mg/L. 

k = Interelement correction factor calculated per Equation 9.7  

Ci = Interferent concentration in the sample solution, mg/L. 

Ct = Interferent threshold concentration, mg/L 

9.10 Interelement Correction Factor, k, Simultaneous Measurements  

IF |Ca|    IDL  

THEN k = 0  

  

IF |Ca|    IDL  

THEN  
C

 C
 =k

i

a









1000   

where:  

k = Interelement Correction Factor   

Ca = Measured or blank-corrected measured concentration for the  
analyte in the presence of the interferent solution, mg/L.    

Ci = Known concentration of the interferent, mg/L.  
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9.11 Interelement Correction Threshold Concentration, Simultaneous  
Measurements  

NOTE: For simultaneous measurements threshold concentrations are used only  
when interferent concentrations cannot be measured simultaneously with  
analyte concentrations (See Step 7.33.6).  

 
k

IDL 
  =Ct 


001.0

5
  

where:  

Ct = Interferent threshold concentration, mg/L.  

IDL = Current analyte IDL, mg/L  

k   = Interelement correction factor calculated per Equation 9.10  
 

9.12 Interelement Correction of Sample Results, Simultaneous Measurements  

NOTE:   For simultaneous measurements this calculation is performed by the  
instrument software prior to raw data output.  

SRcorr   =  SR - k  0.001 × Ci  

where:  

SRcorr = Interelement corrected value, mg/L.  

SR = Uncorrected analyte reading in the sample solution, mg/L.  

k = Interelement correction factor calculated per Equation 9.10  

Ci = Interferent concentration in the sample solution, mg/L.  

 
10. RECORDS 

Records generated during the performance of this procedure are maintained as QA 
records in accordance with CCP-QP-008, CCP Records Management.  The records are 
the following: 

QA/Nonpermanent 

• Instrument Detection Limit (IDL) Determination File 

• Precision and Accuracy (P&A) Demonstration File 

• Interelement Interference Correction Factor (IECF) Determination File 

• Documented Linear Range (DLR) Determination File 
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The following records generated during the performance of this procedure will be 
compiled into the Supporting Data Package, in accordance with CCP-TP-188, CCP 
Analytical Data Recording, Review and Reporting. 

QA/Nonpermanent 
 
• Copies of applicable pages of the Sample Preparation Logbook 
 
• Copies of applicable pages of the Instrument Run Logbook 
 
• Instrument Print Outs/Raw Data 

 
• Copies of applicable pages of the Standard Preparation Logbook 

 
11. REFERENCES  
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11.7 ACLP-1.01, “Preparation of Reagents and Standards”  
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11.10 CCP-QP-005, CCP TRU Nonconforming Item Reporting and Control 

11.11 CCP-QP-008, CCP Records Management 

11.12 CCP-TP-183, CCP Microwave Assisted Digestion of Homogeneous Solids and 
Soil/Gravel 

11.13 EPA. 1996. Test Methods for Evaluating Solid Waste, Physical/Chemical 
Methods. SW-846, Fourth Edition, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office 
of Solid Waste and Emergency Response.  
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Appendix A – Analyte and Interferent Parameters 

Appendix A, Table 1: Analyte and Interferent Parameters, Sequential  

Element 

Interferent 
 or  

Target Analyte 

Nominal 
Analytical 

Wavelength, nm
Typical IDL, 
JY-138, mg/L 

Target ICSAB 
Concentration, 

mg/L
Aluminum   Interferent 237.312 0.007 500  
Antimony  Target Analyte 206.833 0.005 1 
Arsenic Target Analyte 189.042 0.005 1 
Barium Target Analyte 233.527 0.001 0.5 
Beryllium Target Analyte 234.861 0.001 0.5 
Cadmium Target Analyte 226.502 0.001 1 
Calcium   Interferent 317.933 0.004 500 
Chromium Target Analyte 205.552 0.001 0.5 
Iron   Interferent 238.204 0.004 200 
Lead Target Analyte 182.150 0.006 1 
Magnesium   Interferent 279.079 0.007 500 
Nickel Target Analyte 231.604 0.002 1 
Selenium Target Analyte 196.090 0.006 1 
Silver Target Analyte 338.289 0.001 1 
Thallium Target Analyte 190.864 0.004 1 
Uranium   Interferent 263.553 0.017 200 
Vanadium Target Analyte 292.402 0.002 0.5 
Zinc Target Analyte 213.856 0.001 1 
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Appendix A Table 2:  Analyte and Interferent Parameters, Simultaneous   

Element 

Interferent 
 or  

Target Analyte 
Nominal Analytical 

Wavelength, nm

Typical IDL, 
Optima 4300, 

mg/L

Target ICSAB  
Concentration,  

mg/L 
Aluminum  Interferent 308.215 0.020 500   
Antimony  Target Analyte 206.833 0.005 1  
Arsenic Target Analyte 188.979 0.004 1  
Barium Target Analyte 233.527 0.003 0.5  
Beryllium Target Analyte 313.107 0.001 0.5  
Cadmium Target Analyte 214.440 0.001 1  
Calcium  Interferent 317.933 0.029 500  
Chromium Target Analyte 205.560 or 267.716 0.001 0.5  
Copper  Interferent 324.754 0.002  N/A 
Iron  Interferent 273.955 0.004 200  
Lead Target Analyte 220.353 0.003 1  
Magnesium  Interferent 279.079 0.004 500  
Manganese  Interferent 257.610 0.001  N/A 
Nickel Target Analyte 231.604 0.001 1  
Selenium Target Analyte 196.026 0.013 1  
Silver Target Analyte 328.068 0.002 1  
Thallium Target Analyte 190.801 0.005 1  
Titanium  Interferent 334.940 0.001  N/A 
Uranium  Interferent 409.014 0.028 200  
Vanadium Target Analyte 292.402 0.002 0.5  
Zinc Target Analyte 213.857 or 206.200 0.001 1  
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Appendix B – Metals Target Analyte List and Quality Assurance Objectives 

Analyte 
CAS 

Number 
Precision  

(%RSD or RPD)a 
Accuracy 

(%R)b 
PRDL 
(g/L) 

PRQL  
(mg/kg) 

Completeness 
(%) 

Antimony 7440-36-0 30 80-120 100 100 90 
Arsenic 7440-38-2 30 80-120 100 100 90 
Barium 7440-39-3 30 80-120 2000 2000 90 
Beryllium 7440-41-7 30 80-120 100 100 90 
Cadmium 7440-43-9 30 80-120 20 20 90 
Chromium 7440-47-3 30 80-120 100 100 90 
Lead 7439-92-1 30 80-120 100 100 90 
Nickel 7440-02-0 30 80-120 100 100 90 
Selenium 7782-49-2 30 80-120 20 20 90 
Silver 7440-22-4 30 80-120 100 100 90 
Thallium 7440-28-0 30 80-120 100 100 90 
Vanadium 7440-62-2 30 80-120 100 100 90 
Zinc 7440-66-6 30 80-120 100 100 90 
 
a   30 percent control limits apply when sample and duplicate concentrations are  10  IDL for ICP-AES. If 

less than these limits, the absolute difference between the two values shall be less than or equal to the PRQL. 
b  Applies to laboratory control samples and laboratory matrix spikes. If a solid laboratory control sample material 

which has established statistical control limits is used, then the established control limits for that material should 
be used for accuracy requirements. 
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Appendix C – Summary of Laboratory Quality Control Samples and Frequencies for Metals 

QC Sample  
Minimum 
Frequency  

Acceptance 
Criteria  Corrective Action a 

Method 
performance 
samples 

Seven (7) samples 
initially and four 
(4) semiannually 

Meet Appendix 
B QAOs  

Repeat until acceptable 

Laboratory blanks  One (1) per 
analytical batch  

 3  PRDL  Redigest and reanalyze any 
samples with analyte 
concentrations which are 10  
blank value and  0.5  PRQL 

Matrix spikes  One (1) per 
analytical batch 

Meet Appendix 
B accuracy 
QAOs 

NCR if R outside the range 
specified in Appendix B. 

Matrix spike 
duplicates 

One (1) per 
analytical batch 

Meet Appendix 
B accuracy and 
precision QAOs 

Nonconformance if RPDs > values 
and Rs outside range specified in 
Appendix B. 

Initial Calibration  
1 blank,  
1 standard  

Daily  90-110 R for 
ICV 

Correct problem and recalibrate; 
repeat initial calibration  

Continuing 
Calibration  

Every 10 samples 
and beginning and 
end of run 

90-110 for 
CCV 

Correct problem and recalibrate; 
rerun last 10 samples 

Serial Dilution  One (1) per 
analytical Batch 

5  dilution must 
be  10 D of 
initial value for 
sample > 
50IDL  

Flag Data if >10 and >50  IDL 

Interference 
Correction 
Verification 

Beginning and end 
of run or every 8 
hours whichever is 
more frequent 

80-120 
recovery for 
analytes. b 

Correct problem and recalibrate, 
nonconformance if not corrected 

Laboratory 
Control Samples 

One (1) per 
analytical Batch 

Appendix B 
accuracy QAOs 

Redigest and reanalyze for 
affected analytes; non 
conformance if not reanalyzed  

a  Corrective action when final reported QC samples do not meet the acceptance criteria. Nonconformances do not 
apply to matrix related exceedances. 

b Acceptance Criteria and Corrective Action apply only if interferents found in samples at levels greater than 
ICSA solution. 
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Appendix D – Typical Analytical Run Sequence 

Task Step Notes 
See 
Also 

    
Auto-Search,  
Sequential  

7.9 Applicable to sequential instruments only.   

Auto-Attenuate,  
Sequential  

7.10 
Applicable to sequential instruments only.  A  
second AutoSearch may follow AutoAttenuate 

 

Auto-Search,  
Sequential  

7.9 
Optional step applicable to sequential instruments  
only.  

 

Profile, Sequential   7.11 Applicable to sequential instruments only.   
Wavelength  
alignment,  
Simultaneous  

7.5.3.2 Applicable to simultaneous instruments only.   

Calibration  
7.14, 
7.16.2 

Calibration standard values are entered in mg/L. 8.5.1 

ICV analysis 7.17 
The ICV must be analyzed immediately after each 
initial calibration.  

8.5.1 

ICB analysis 7.18 
The ICB must be analyzed immediately after the 
ICV. 

8.5.2 

LLC analysisc 7.19  8.5.3 
Initial ICSA analysisc 7.20  8.5.4 
Initial ICSAB 
analysisc 7.21  8.5.4 

CCV  7.27 Analysis of CCV and CCB is required prior to 
sample analysis only if ICV and CCV are different 
solutions. 

8.5.5 

CCB  7.18 8.5.6 

LB analysis b 7.22  8.4.1 
LCS analysis b 7.23  8.4.2 
Sample 1 b 7.16   
Sample 1 MS b 7.24  8.4.3 
Sample 1 MSD b 7.24  8.4.4 

Analysis of up to 2 
additional analytical 
samples. b 

 

If analysis of a CCV/CCB pair follows the ICSAB 
analysis, then up to 5 additional analytical samples 
can be analyzed before proceeding to the 
CCV/CCB No more than 10 analytical samples a 
can be analyzed between the calibration 
verifications.  

 

CCV  7.27  8.5.5 
CCB  7.18  8.5.6 
Analysis of up to 8 
analytical samples b    

Serial Dilution b 7.25  8.4.6 
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Task Step Notes 
See 
Also 

Post Digestion Spike b 7.26 
The post-digestion spike analysis may be omitted 
if serial dilution, matrix spike, and matrix spike 
duplicate results meet acceptance criteria. 

8.4.5 

CCV  7.27  8.5.5 
CCB  7.18  8.5.6 

**Analysis of up to 10 
analytical samples a  

If the time from the most recent ICS is nearing 
8 hours, include analysis of ICSA and ICSAB as 
the last 2 analytical samples analyzed prior to the 
CCV CCB pair.  

 

**CCV  7.27  8.5.5 
**CCB  7.18  8.5.6 
At this point, the 3 steps preceded by ** are repeated in order until most samples are analyzed. 
Analysis of up to 8 
analytical samples a    

Final ICSA analysisc 7.20  8.5.4 
Final ICSAB analysisc 7.21  8.5.4 
CCV  7.27  8.5.5 
CCB  7.18  8.5.6 
End of Run 7.28   
Instrument Shutdown 7.29   
Laboratory Blank 
Evaluation . 

7.22 See Note d. 8.4.1 
a  The term ‘Analytical Samples’ in the above table is as defined in Section 7.6, Analytical Run Sequence. No 

more than ten analytical samples can be analyzed between calibration verifications. Re-analysis of any 
analytical sample must be counted as an additional analytical sample. 

b. Indicates a suggested sequence. Another solution may be substituted (one-for-one) for solutions marked with b. 

c Initial ICSA, Initial ICSAB, LLC, Final ICSA, and Final ICSAB analyses are not required for analytical runs 
which do not include measurement of target analytes.  

d Laboratory blank evaluation can be performed at any time between the analysis of the LB and completion of 
Section 7. 
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Appendix E – Acronyms and Abbreviations 

%R Percent recovery 
CalSt  Calibration Stock Solution(s) (Item 5.2.6) 
CCB Continuing calibration blank 
CCV Continuing calibration verification 
DLR Documented linear range 
HDPE High density polyethylene 
ICB Initial calibration blank 
ICV Initial calibration verification  
ICVSt  Initial Verification Stock Solution(s) (Item 5.2.7)  
IDL Instrument detection limit 
ISSt Internal Standard Stock Solution  
LB Laboratory blank 
LCS Laboratory control sample 
MS Matrix spike sample 
MSD Matrix spike duplicate sample 
NIST National Institute for Standards and Technology  
PDS Post-digestion spike 
PRDL Program-required detection limit 
PRQL Program-required quantitation limit 
PVC Polyvinyl chloride  
QC Quality control 
RPD Relative percent difference 
RWP Radiological work permit 
SIF  Sample Information File  
SW-846 Test Methods for Evaluating Solid Waste, Third Edition  
TRU Transuranic 
VTSR Validated time of sample receipt 
WIPP-WAP Waste Analysis Plan from the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit Issued to Waste 

Isolation Pilot Plant  
 


