


When initial closure of Panel 6 is completed, workers will focus their attention on initial closure of Panel 7, Room
7. The initial closure plan for room 7 was approve oy NMED last week. Like Panel 6, additional ground control
will be necessary before initial closure can be completed.

Franco to Return to Richland Operations Office

Carlsbad Field Office Manager Joe Franco announced this week that he will be leaving his position at the Waste
Isolation Pilot Plant and returning to DOE’s Richland Operations Office in Washington State. A Carlsher ~~*ie,
Franco has been\ h the WIPP project for 17 years, serving as the CBFO manager since 2012. Franco |, 3iX
yeaPs as the assistant manager at the Richland Operations Office b&fore returning to Carlsbad as the Field Office
Manager. In his return to Richland, Franco will be the Assistant Manager for Mission Support.

Special WIPP »wn Hall Meeting Scheduled April 16

The City of Carlsbad and DOE will co-host a special Town Hall meeting featuring a presentation on the Accident
Investigation Report Phase |l with members of the Technical Assessment Team available to answer questions. The
meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 16 . 5:30 p.m. Location: Carlsbad City Council Chambers, 101 N.
Halagueno Street. Live streaming of the meeting can be seen a



