
Allen, Pam, NMENV 

From: Flynn, Ryan, NMENV 
Sent: Friday, May 01, 2015 9:09 AM 
To: Majure, Allison, NMENV; NMENV-global 
Subject: RE: Governor Martinez and DOE Announce Settlement on Nuclear Waste Incidents 

All, 

This is an outstanding agreement for the State of New Mexico that will ensure WIPP and LANL emerge from this 
situation safer and stronger. I want to thank the men and women in the Hazardous Waste Bureau, who deserve the 
lion's share of the credit for making this agreement happen. Governor Martinez praised the Environment Department 
repeatedly yesterday at her press conference, thanking all of you for your hard work and dedication. I am very proud to 
be a member of such as outstanding agency! 

Great job by all! 

Ryan Flynn 
Secretary of Environment 

From: Majure, Allison, NMENV 
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2015 5:05 PM 
To: NMENV-global 
Subject: FW: Governor Martinez and DOE Announce Settlement on Nuclear Waste Incidents 

Governor Susana Martinez, Secretary Ryan Flynn and Secretary Tom church completed a press conference at 3 p.m. 
today to announce DOE/NM settlement on nuclear waste incidents from Feb. 2014 involving WIPP & LANL. Here's the 
press release from the Governor's office and DOE. I expect you'll see the televised coverage tonight, and the 
Albuquerque Journal and blogs are already posting the news. 

We're continuing to support more detailed news coverage and interviews this afternoon and tomorrow. 

All the best, 
Allison 

Allison Scott Majure 
Communications Director 
New Mexico Environment Department 
505.231.8800 cell 
505.827.0314 office 
http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/OOTS/newsroom.html 

Press Release 

DOE News Media Contact: (202) 586-4940 
Governor Susana Martinez Media Contact: Chris Sanchez (505) 819-1398 For Immediate Release 

New Mexico Governor Susana Martinez and U.S Energy Secretary 
Ernest Moniz Announce Settlement on Nuclear Waste Incidents 
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The Department of Energy and the State ofNew Mexico Agree to Projects for Safer 
Roads, Improved Water Infrastructure, and Enhanced Emergency Response in New 
Mexico 

WASHINGTON-Today, New Mexico Governor Susana Martinez and Secretary ofEnergy Ernest 
Moniz released the terms of a $73 million settlement of the State's claims against the Department of 
Energy (DOE) and its contractors related to the February 2014 incidents at the Waste Isolation Pilot 
Plant (WIPP) in Carlsbad, New Mexico, including the associated activities at the Los Alamos 
National Laboratory (LANL). 

"The Department of Energy and the State ofNew Mexico have worked together to identify projects 
at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant and the Los Alamos National Laboratory that are mutually 
beneficial and do not detract from cleanup at these sites," said Secretary Moniz. "I am pleased that 
we were able to find a solution that will allow the Department to focus on resuming operations at 
WIPP and improving our waste management operations, while providing benefit to the environment 
and to local communities in New Mexico." 

"This agreement underscores the importance ofWIPP and LANL as critical assets to our nation's 
security, our state's economy, and the communities in which they operate," said Governor Martinez. 
"The funds we will receive through the agreement will be used to continue ensuring the safety and 
success of these important facilities, the people who work there, and their local communities. I 
commend the Department of Energy for taking responsibility, and we look forward to continuing to 
work with the federal government to ensure the safety and success ofLANL and WIPP." 

Under this agreement, instead of paying fines DOE will provide support for a variety of mutually 
beneficial and critical projects that will protect local communities and better safeguard transportation 
routes in New Mexico and around DOE sites, which will improve the safety and security of nuclear 
materials and the designated roads on which they travel. 
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These projects, estimated at a total value of $73 million, include approximately: 
• $34 million to improve roads and transportation routes around the WIPP site in Southeastern 

New Mexico; 

• $12 million to improve transuranic waste transportation routes in and around Los Alamos; 

• $1 0 million to upgrade critical water infrastructure in and around Los Alamos; 

• $9.5 million to build engineering structures and increase monitoring capabilities around 
LANL to better manage storm water flows; 

• $5 million to construct an emergency operations center in Carlsbad and provide enhanced 
training for emergency responders and mine rescue teams; and, 

• $2.75 million to fund an independent triennial compliance and operational review. 

The agreement further provides for DOE and its contractors to implement the necessary corrective 
actions at both facilities in order to ensure safe and sustainable continued operations. 

In December, NMED issued two Administrative Consent Orders to DOE that asserted 31 violations 
at WIPP and LANL in December 2014, resulting in NMED's request for $54,350,899 in civil 
penalties. Today's Settlement Agreement resolves those Consent Orders as well as any other 
potential DOE and DOE-contractor liabilities to the State ofNew Mexico arising out of the February 
2014 events at WIPP. 

The agreement signed by NMED, DOE, Los Alamos National Security and Nuclear Waste 
Partnership today will bind the Parties' execution of a more detailed implementation plan in the 
weeks to come. 

### 

For: 

Allison Scott Majure 
Communcations Director 
New Mexico Environment Department 
505.231.8800 cell 
505.827.0314 office 
allison.majure@state.nm.us 
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