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REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: CBFO:TSTD:KW:GL:16-1949:UFC 5900.00 

SUBJECT: WIPP Certified Program Notification - Discontinue WIPP TRU Waste Container Certifications Until a 
Recertification Decision is Issued 

To: Distribution 

Since the events at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) in February 2014, many changes have been 
made to the WIPP safety management programs and governing requirements. A new WIPP Documented 
Safety Analysis (DSA) was implemented on May 30, 2016. This new DSA contains conditions and 
limitations that required changing the WIPP Waste Acceptance Criteria (WAC). Revision 8 of the WIPP 
WAC was approved on June 21, 2016, with an effective date of July 5, 2016. These revised criteria must 
be incorporated into WIPP certified programs' plans and implementing procedures. WIPP WAC Revision 
8 has been sent electronically to each Department of Energy (DOE) transuranic (TRU) waste site and 
WIPP certified program. 

The purpose of this memorandum is to notify each of you that WIPP certified programs must cease TRU 
waste certification activities on July 5, 2016. WIPP certified programs shall modify their waste certification 
plans and affected implementing procedures and provide those changes to the DOE Carlsbad Field Office 
(CBFO) for adequacy review and approval. 

The new requirements for recertification include: 

• Generator Site Technical Reviews 

o Performed by the CBFO and the WIPP Management and Operating (M&O) Contractor to ensure 
waste packaging and treatment activities are performed under adequate control and waste 
information is accurately communicated to the WIPP certified program to assure WIPP WAC 
compliance. A complete Generator Site Technical Review must be performed at each site prior to 
the shipment of any waste containers certified under the new WIPP WAC; 

• Acceptable Knowledge Enhancements 

o Interface Waste Management Documents List (IWMDL) 

• Identifies DOE Site plans, procedures, and reports associated with current waste 
management and packaging activities to be reviewed for accuracy before containers are 
added to the Waste Containers List or Container Tracking Spreadsheet in order to continue 
characterization activities; 

o Enhanced Chemical Compatibility Evaluation 

• Documented process based upon A Method for Determining the Compatibility of 
Hazardous Wastes, EPA-60012-80-076, April 1980; 

• Performed for waste streams or waste stream sub-populations; 

• Requires review and approval by the CBFO; 

o Basis of Knowledge for Evaluating Oxidizing Chemicals in TRU Waste 

• Required use for waste streams with oxidizing chemicals (solids, solutions, previously 
sorbed (neutralized or not), sorbed into soils); 
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• Expected to be issued by the CBFO in September 2016. 

o WIPP Certified Program Acceptable Knowledge (AK) Assessments 

• To ensure that the AK documentation relating to the management of potentially reactive, 
corrosive, ignitable, and incompatible TRU waste is adequate, current, and accurately 
described in existing AK Summary Reports. 

In order for a WIPP certified program to return to certified status, revised plans and procedures must 
be approved and implemented. The WIPP certified program must pass an audit or surveillance as 
determined by the CBFO. 

It is important to note that containers certified prior to implementation of the WIPP WAC Revision 8 will 
remain certified unless reviews of AK or analysis of chemical compatibility identify the need for 
additional investigation or treatment. All currently certified waste containers, as well as those 
containers continuing to be certified up to July 5, 2016, will undergo the following prior to shipment: 

• WIPP certified programs will implement an enhanced AK process including an enhanced chemical 
compatibility evaluation for the waste streams, or waste stream sub-populations, and submits to the 
CBFO for review; 

• WIPP certified programs will implement the Basis of Knowledge (when provided by the CBFO) 
document in the AK process for evaluating oxidizing chemicals in TRU waste streams to determine 
acceptability or need for treatment; 

• The CBFO will concur with enhanced chemical compatibility evaluation and implementation of the 
Basis of Knowledge for the evaluated waste stream; 

• The CBFO will approve waste streams with acceptable enhanced chemical compatibility evaluation 
and Basis of Knowledge documentation provided by the WIPP certified programs; 

• WIPP M&O Contractor Payload Engineers will evaluate TRU waste content (TRUCON) codes to 
ensure compliance with the enhanced chemical compatibility evaluation; 

• The WIPP M&O Contractor will implement additional checks in the WIPP Waste Data System 
(WDS) for each container before those containers can be used to populate payloads in WDS; 

• The WIPP M&O Contractor will obtain written approval from the CBFO prior to release of waste 
streams for shipment; 

• The WIPP M&O Contractor will verify each container requested is part of a CBFO-approved waste 
stream and authorizes shipment in WDS. 

In the meantime, the CBFO will work with each DOE site to facilitate this process and minimize the 
timeframe necessary to lift the HOLD and return to certifying containers. Shipments to WIPP will not 
resume until all WIPP restart activities are completed. 

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. J.R. Stroble, Director, TRU Sites and Transportation 
Division, at (575) 234-7313. 
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Todd Shrader, Manager 
Carlsbad Field Office 
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Distribution: 
M. Senderling, EM-32 
J. Hutton, EM-40 
G. Basabilvazo, CBFO 
G. Birge, CBFO 
M. Brown, CBFO 
J. Carswell, CBFO 
T. Carver, CBFO 
N. Castaneda, CBFO 
H. Cruickshank, CBFO 
S. Dunagan, CBFO 
C. Fesmire, CBFO 
D.C. Gadbury, CBFO 
D. Miehls, CBFO 
W. Mouser, CBFO 
M. Navarrete,, CBFO 
B. Nielsen, CBFO 
A. Stone, CBFO 
J.R. Stroble, CBFO 
A. Ward, CBFO 
K. Watson, CBFO 
L. Bishop, EM-LA 
D. Hintze, EM-LA 
D. Nickless, EM-LA 
K. Davis-Lebak, NA-LA 
P. Maggiore, NA-LA 
R. Erickson, LANS 
D. Arrenholz, DOE-RL 
S. Charboneau, DOE-RL 
M. Collins, DOE-RL 
R. Corey, DOE-RL 
0. Farabee, DOE-RL 
J. Reddick, DOE-RL 
K. Smith, DOE-RL 
R. Bannister, CHPRC 
D. Boone, CHPRC 
E. McCarthy, CHPRC 
J. Craig, DOE-SR 
D. Ferguson, DOE-SR 
T. Spears, DOE-SR 
S. Cange, DOE-OR 
B. McMillan, DOE-OR 
L Wilkerson, DOE-OR 
L. Beach, NWS 
F. Heacker, TWPC 
B. Roberts, DOE-ID 
M. Wilcox, DOE-ID 
G. Byram, Fluor Idaho 
T. Clements, Fluor Idaho 
J. Floerke, Fluor Idaho 
G. Tedford, Fluor Idaho 
E. Feltcorn, EPA 
R. Joglekar, EPA 
T. Peake, EPA 
J. Kieling, NMED 
R. Maestas, NMED 
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C. Smith, NMED ED 
B. Allen, NWP ED 
J. Blankenhorn, NWP ED 
P. Breidenbach, NWP ED 
J. Britain, NWP ED 
B. Broomfield, NWP ED 
J. Carter, NWP ED 
D. Cook, NWP ED 
A.J. Fisher, NWP ED 
E. Gulbransen, NWP ED 
J. Harvill, NWP ED 
L. Jones, NWP ED 
I. Joo, NWP ED 
R. Kantrowitz, NWP ED 
C. Kirkes, NWP ED 
R. Lee, NWP ED 
C. Luoma, NWP ED 
S. Martinez, NWP ED 
R. McGinnis, NWP ED· 
J. Morrison, NWP ED 
L. Oberbeck, NWP ED 
S. Offner, NWP ED 
M. Ramirez, NWP ED 
R. Reeves, NWP ED 
T. Reynolds, NWP ED 
P. Schilling, NWP ED 
C. Simmons, NWP ED 
F. Sharif, NWP ED 
M. Strum, NWP ED 
D. Wade, NWP ED 
M. Walentine, NWP ED 
B. Carlsen, RES ED 
R. Chavez, RES ED 
R. Galbraith, RES ED 
J. Haschets, RES ED 
W. Most, RES ED 
C. Pool, RES ED 
A. Ray, RES ED 
F.Romo,RES ED 
R.Romo,RES ED 
K. Urquidez, RES ED 
C. Castillo, CT AC ED 
V. Daub, CTAC ED 
P. Hinojos, CTAC ED 
P. Martinez, CTAC ED 
G. White, CTAC ED 
T. Burns, LANL ED 
N. Elkins, LANL ED 
P. Gilbert, LANL ED 
T. Hayes, LANL ED 
G. Lyshik, LANL ED 
W. Weyerman, LANL ED 
S. Pearcy, TFE, Inc. ED 
WIPP Operating Record ED 
CBFOM&RC 
*ED denotes electronic distribution 




