
Department of Energy 
Carlsbad Field Office 

P. 0. Box 3090 
Carlsbad, New Mexico 88221 JAN J l zo:z 

Mr. Kevin Pierard, Chief 
Hazardous Waste Bureau 
New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, NM 87505-6303 

JAN 1 6 2020 

Subject: Request for a Temporary Authorization for the Referenced Class 3 Permit 
Modification to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant Hazardous Waste Facility Permit, 
Permit Number: NM4890139088-TSDF 

Reference: Permittees' Letter CBFO:OEP:MRB:SA: 19-0241 :UFC 5486.00 from Kirk D. 
Lachman, U.S. Department of Energy Carlsbad Field Office, and Bruce C. Covert, 
Nuclear Waste Partnership LLC, to John E. Kieling, Chief, Hazardous Waste 
Bureau, subject: Class 3 Permit Modification Request for the Waste Isolation Pilot 
Plant Hazardous Waste Facility Permit, Number NM4890139088-TSDF and 
Notification of Withdrawal Regarding the December 22, 2017 Determination of 
Class, dated August 15, 2019 

Dear Mr. Pierard: 

Pursuant to 20.4.1.900 New Mexico Administrative Code (NMAC) (incorporating Title 40, Code 
of Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 270.42(e)(2)), the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) 
Carlsbad Field Office and Nuclear Waste Partnership LLC, collectively referred to as the 
Permittees, are providing you with the following temporary authorization (TA) request. 

The Permittees are requesting a TA pursuant to the requirements in 20.4.1.900 NMAC 
(incorporating 40 CFR Part 270.42(e)(2)(i)(B)) for the referenced Class 3 Permit Modification 
Request (PMR) entitled "Excavation of a New Shaft and Associated Connecting Drifts" 
submitted to the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) on August 15, 2019. The 
underground ventilation system (UVS) upgrade in the Class 3 PMR provides improved 
management of hazardous waste, pursuant to 20.4.1.900 NMAC (incorporating 40 CFR Part 
270.42(e)(2)(i)(B)) as indicated on Page 9 of the PMR which states, "The addition of S#5 and 
associated connecting drifts represents an upgrade to the UVS, and will provide a new intake 
and exhaust system capable of restoring full-scale, concurrent, mining, maintenance, and waste 
emplacement operations." 

Pursuant to 20.4.1.900 NMAC (incorporating 40 CFR Part 270.42(e)(2)(ii)(A)), the 
description of the activities to be conducted under this TA are listed below: 

• Excavate a new shaft, Shaft #5 (S#5), approximately 1,200 feet to the west of the 
existing Air Intake Shaft (AIS). 

Pursuant to 20.4.1.900 NMAC (incorporating 40 CFR Part 270.42(e)(2)(ii)(B)), the following 
provides an explanation of why the TA is necessary and summarizes relevant portions of 
the PMR associated with this TA: 
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