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Pro~ec~ion Age~cy 

Was~ingt.on. D.C. <1-0JSAJ 
Dear Mr. Meyers.~~ 
The WIPP Project. Office. lepart.ment. of Energy has informed us that 
they may not. be able to complete their demonstration of compliance 
wit.h t.he EPA Environment.al Standards for the Disposal of Transuranic 
and High Level Wast.e (40 CFR~91) unt.il some time aft.er the wastes are 
scheduled -to- be ~inplaced. begin~ing Oct?ber. .1988 .- Whil_e the EPA
atandard was promulgate~ in July-19&5. t.he Department. has neither 

- I 

published their -plans t.o denionst.rate comEliance nor has devel.oped an 
int.ernall"y approved schedule. 

Alt.hough the mission of WIPP is a research and development. facility 
for the dispo.sal of defense waste. the only experiment. wi t.h defense. CH 
and RH TRU waste is t.he actual emplacement. in a product.ion mod·e for 
five years and a det.erminat.ion a~ t.he end of t.hat. time whet.her to 
retrieve or not.. 

DOE has informally told us t.hat. WIPP will not be a repository until a 
decision is made not. to retrieve the waste in 1993. Hence the 
Research and Development. phase will emplace 2SX of the tot.al waste. 

Our specific ques_tions. follow: 

.1) Woul.d EPA concur 
-~p to S_years. in 
assessment.? ,~.:, ... ;.- · . . . ......... : • _-r- .... ~:. -~ -. 
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3) Was it EPA"• intention in tOCJl'JU.91 to allow DOE to emplace TRU or 
HLW in a repository without demonstrating compliance until the 
decision is made whether to retrieve? 

~•rely. 

{>o-6-
Robert H. Neill 
Director 

RHN/dkw 

cc: Mr. w. R. Cooper. 
WIPP P~oject Manager 
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