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AMERICAN PUBLIC WORKS ASSOCIATION
State of New Mexico August 8, 1988

Environmental Improvement Division
P.O. Box 968
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504

Attn: Mr Kirkland L. Jones, PhD
RE: APWA Fall Meeting

Thank you for agreeing to update our members of the New Mexico
Chapter of American Public Works Association on the State's
"Environmental Concerns of the WIPP Project". Our semi-annual
meeting will be held at the Ramada Classic Hotel, in
Albuquerque, NM, on October 27 and 28, 1988. Your presentation
is scheduled for 9:30 AM to 10:15 AM on the 28th.

Prior to the meeting please send me your biographical sketch
with pertinent data to assist me in your introduction.

Please advise me if you presentation will require audio visual
assistance. I will be in contact with you just prior to the
conference to finalize all arrangements.

Sincerely,
American Public Works Association

R. LeRoy Givens,
Vice President

c/o Boyle Engineering Corporation
6400 Uptown Blvd., NE, Suite 600-E
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110
(505) 883-7700
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Speech to N.M. Chapter American
Public Works Association

Good morning tadies and gentlemen. thank you for the
opportunity  to discuss with ’g,-"i:ﬂ..l the Environtmental conmoerns
of the EID with regards to the WIFP project. I am frequently
asked to defend the actions of the state with regards to WIFP but
this is & unique opportunity. No other group has asked me to
discuss our concerns. Thank you.
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for long periods of time.
greater t.l wan 100 nanooaries per gram-  waste which is less
radivactive is termed low level and iz in general still buried in
trenches as it was in 1940 If vou were to ook at the waste it
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etc. Fres liguids, powers gasses in containers, and szplosive
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caloulations o determine the volume of bentonite neseded to
prevent even localized pools of brine and that DUE examine the
feazability of detecting a man made at 1s;s1’11r v al the depth and
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conditions which will exist after closure. We would like Lo review
DOE's Plans for the construction of perrmnat.e surface marker

Mized waste issue

During production of TRU waste some of the materials will
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GOWERMOR ANDRUS of Idaho iz refusing to allow any
additional waste 11‘ DI i_ul arado to be storad in his state,
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imnportation of TRU waste from any other state for storage at any

facility within the state of New Mezico

thank vou for vour attertion and this cpportunity to
1z this important issue.
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Idaho Firm on Barring Atomic Waste

Continued From Page 1

tory are owned by the Energy Depart-
ment.

Today the red boxcar, painted with
warning signs, sits in political limbo
behind an old granary in this southeast-
ern Idaho town, which proclaims itself
the “‘Potato Capital of the World.” It is
guarded by several Idaho State Police
officers, a detective from the Union Pa-
cific, and a safety specialist from the
Idaho laboratory.

Experts said they knew of no legal
cases involving a dispute between a
state or local government and the Fed-
eral Government over the storage of
very radioactive waste. But New York
City and the State of Connecticut tried
to ban the shipments across their bor-
ders of such high level waste.

Brookhaven National Laboratory, in
Upton, L.I., has operated a nuclear
reactor since 1954 and had been ship-
ping its spent - fuel, which is highly
radioactive, by truck through New
York to the Idaho laboratory, where it
was reprocessed to recover valuable
materials.

In 1976, New York City banned such
shipments, forcing the Brookhaven
laboratory to send its trucks over a
ferry to Connecticut. That state then
sought to bar the shipments too. After a
long battle in government and in the
courts, New York lost its case.

Softball-Sized Triggers

Idaho’s action has posed a serious
threat to the continued operations of
Rocky Flats, the only plant in the coun-
try that turns plutonium into the soft-
ball-sized atomic bombs that serve as
triggers for nuclear warheads.

Governor Andrus said he will not
allow the boxcar into the laboratory
grounds, and a spokesman for the

Energy Department, David Jackson,

said the department will not use force
to move the railroad car.

‘“We would like to work out an amica-
ble solution with Governor Andrus,”
Mr. Jackson said, ‘“but we don’t see a
solution now.”

Governor Andrus said Colorado,
where the radioactive wastes originat-
ed, should take the boxcar back. But
Cindy Parmenter, a spokesman for
Gov. Roy Romer of Colorado, said Gov-
ernor Romer believes the Energy De-
partment is responsible for it.

Not Welcome in Colorado

“Governor Romer doesn’t want it
back and doesn’t want any long-term
storage at Rocky Flats,” said Ms. Par-
menter.

“It’s like the garbage barge from

'New York, only it's got steel wheels on

it,”” Governor Andrus said, referring to
the barge from New York that wan-
dered the Atlantic Coast all the way to
Mexico for months.

Govérnor Andrus imposed his ban
after repeated warnings over the past
four manthe that Tdaho was runnine out

The Governor
says he can resist
‘till you can step

on my beard.’

day,” said Sgt. Dennis Hall of the
Blackfoot police department. “It's
been in the papers, but nobody’s-been
there even wanting to look.”

A precedent of sorts for the current
controversy has involved the determi-

nation of South Carolina to reduce the
amount of low-level radioactive wastes
for disposal at a commercial reposi-
tory in Barnwell, S.C.

In the early 1980's the Governor of
South Carolina repeatedly threatened
to close the repository, one of only
three in the nation, to wastes from out-
side his state. In response, Congress
passed a law calling for the establish-
ment of such repositories around the
country, and allowing states to bar low-
level wastes if they entered into re-
gional compacts for waste disposal.

But high-level wastes, of the kind
being shipped to ldaho, are a Federal
responsiblity.

False Reports

Laid to T.V.A.

WASHINGTON, Oct. 22 (AP) — The
Nuclear Regulatory Commission has
concluded that the head of the Tennes-
see Valley Authority’s nuclear power
program repeatedly made false state-
ments to the commission about a plant
under construction near Spring City,
Tenn. .

But although these statements con-
stitute a violation of Federal rules, the
commission says, it has decided, ‘“as a
matter of prosecutorial discretion,”
not to pursue action against the official.
The commission has also decided not to
fine the T.V.A., because “‘a civil penalty
for this matter is not necessary to fur-
ther focus the attention of either T.V.A.
or the industry on the importance of
compiete candor” in dealing with the
commission.

The commission’s findings were con-
tained'in a letter sent Friday to Marvin
Runyon, the T.V.A.’s cthairman. It con-

the quality assurance program’' at the
Spring City plant. He gave a similar re-
port in a follow-up letter and in state-
ments to commission investigators,
adding that he had received a review of
the program by outside experts.

In fact, according to commission
testimony to Congress and according
to Friday’s letter, Mr. White had not
even spoken with seven of the nine peo-
ple he identified as constituting the out-
side review group, and the two people
he did speak with had not reviewed the
T.V.A.'s quality assurance efforts but
had only given opinions of the work of
an earlier in-house group.

“No one identified by Mr. White as
being a member of the second group
understood there (o be such a group,”
the commission’s letter said.

In response to the commission’s find-
ings, the T.V.A’'s board of directors
issued a statement defending Mr.

cerns a-letter written to the commis-
"sion in March 1986 by Steven A. White,
the T.V.A.’s nuclear power chief.

In that letter, Mr. White said there
had been “no pervasive breakdown of

White while praising the commission’s
decision not to pursue a penalty. The
statement said the board believed that
Mr. White ““did not intend to mislead
the N.R.C. on this or any other matter.”
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