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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
WESTINGHOUSE NAMED MINE 'OPERATOR OF THE YEAR'

CARLSBAD, N, M., Jan. 10 — Westinghouse Electric Corporation’s Waste Isolation
Division (WID) has again been sclected by the New Mexico Mining Association and the
N.M. State Inspector of Mines "Operator of the Year" for its safe operation of the U.S.
Department of Energy’s (DOE) Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP).

Presented to Westinghouse for the eighth conseculive year, the award came in the
underground operation category for large nonproducing mines. “"Operator of the Year" is
awarded to producing and nonproducing mines with the lowest injury rates. The Pittsburgh-
based company is the management and operating contractor for the DOE’s Carlsbad Area
Office, which administers the WIPP operation.

"It's a pleasure for me to participate in the recognition of Westinghouse’s outstanding
safety at and operation of the WIPP, " said George Dials, manager of the Carlsbad Area
Office.

Dials explained that the continued safe operation of the facility is important to the
Department in its prcparation to open the WIPP as a nuclear waste repository in 1998.

"Safety is the number one priority in cverything we do," said Carl Cox, WID general
manager. "We are proud of our safety record and will continue to maintain safety programs

asg our top priority."

The "QOperalor of the Year" honor continucs a string of safety awards Westinghouse
has received including, most recently, selection as the first government contractor to receive
"Star” status under the Department’s Voluntary Protection Program (VPP).
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Westinghouse Named Mine 2.
'‘Operator of the Yeat’

The VPP is a national program established by the DOE in 1993 to recognize superior
performance in the field of safety and health by contractor management and their employees.
"Star” status is the highest level that can be achieved under VPP guidelines. The WIPP's
"Blue Team* also won the 1994 National Mine Rescue Championship.

“The DOE and Westinghouse continue to operate the WIPP as the safest tmine in the
state,” said State Mining Inspector Desi Apodaca, who visited the WIPP today. “It is my
pleasure to present this award to the WIPP for the eighth straight year.”

The WIPP is a research and development facility desighed to demonstrate the safe,
permanent disposal of transuranic radioactive waste left from the production of nuclear
weapons. Located 26 miles east of Carlsbad, project facilities include excavated rooms 2,150
feet below the earth's surface in ancient bedded salt rock.
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For More Information, Call:

Jim Crouse For Release11:54 AM MT
Xpedite Systems, Inc. January 10, 1995
Phone 602-838-6463

Fax 602-838-6378

ATTN: Media Relations Manager - Press Release Information

Start of Press release

This is a short message to the media relations manager. Xpedite Systems, Inc. maintains
the nations largest fax broadcast system. The system is comprised of over 2500 fax lines to
deliver your messages rapidly. It offers around the clock service and support. Fax messages are
delivered simultaneously to all your selected media correspondents within minutes. There are no
set up or monthly recurring charges when using the service. We will simply register you as a
subscriber so you're ready to use the service for your very next press release. Charges apply only
when you use the service. Please call for complete details on using Xpedite for press releases or

for any volume faxing need you may have.

‘Thank you for your time and consideration.



