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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DOE CLOSES PORTION OF W[PP UNDERGROUND EXPERIMENTAL, AREA

CARLSBAD, N.M,, Sept. 28 -- The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Carlsbad Area Office today
announced Lhal it has closed part of the underground expertmental area at the Wastc Isolation Pilot Plant
(WTFP).

Accarding o George Dials, manager of the Carlsbad Area Office, the northcast arca of the WIPP
underground was closed o personnel carlier this manth because all perlinent peotechnical data have been

colleeted Lo support the operation of the WIPP.

"A majority of nonradioactive tests needed to determine the suitability of the WIFP as a nuclear
wasle repository, have been done,” said Dials. "1t just makes sensc, from both the safety and economic

aspeets, 1o remove that area from routine human access.”

Experiments in the northeast end of the WIPP underground involved the study of salt rock closure
and movement. Creep, or movement, of the salt is monitored to see how long it will take to encapsulate and
1solate the waste after it has been placed underground. Data collection in the northwest area of the WIPP
underground is anticipated to be completed by mid- 1996, with closurc to begin soon thereafter.

The northem end of the WIPP underground was mined in the early 1980s specifically us an arca for
nonradicaclive cxperiments where scientists studied the geologic characteristics of the proposed nuclear
waste repository. Radioaclive cxperiments are being conducted at T.os Alamos National Laboratory and the

Idaho National Engineering Laboratories.

Phase [ of the Experimental Area Management Plan was compleled carlier this month, said Rick

Sowers, Westinghouse Electric Corporation's manager of mine operations. It took underground operations
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personnel about two months to salvage mstruments and wiring from the WIPP underground. Only the items

that could be safely removed were salvaged. The area has been barricaded to prevent access.

The WIPP is a research and development facility operated by the Caclsbad Arca Office. Located in
southeastern New Mexico, it is designed lo demonstrate the safe, permanent disposal of transuranic
radioactive waste left from the production of auclcar weapons. Project facilities include excavated rooms

2,150 feet below the earth's surface in an ancient, stable salt formation.

When all applicable state and federal environmental rcgulations have been met, the Secretary of
Energy is expected (o make a decision in January 1998 to open the WIPP as the nation's first deep geologic
nuclear wastc repository.

Westinghouse's Waste Isolation Division scrves as the management and operating coniractor for the
DOE at the WIPP. For morc information on the mine closure or other WIPP-related questions, please call
1-800-336-WIPP (9477).
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