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December 8, 1995

Mr. Michael H. McFadden
Carlsbad Area Office
Department of Energy

P.O. Box 3090

Carlsbad, New Mexico 88221

Dear Mr. McFadden:

RE: Request for further discussion meetings on RCRA Part B Permit
Application

The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) has received your
letter dated December 6, 1995, requesting further discussions
regarding the WIPP RCRA Part B Permit Application, Revision 5. As
stated in our letter dated November 30, 1995, we have completed our
technical review of this document and have provided you with a
series of explicit requests for information enumerating our

concerns. Your letter requested further discussions to better
understand and address these concerns prior to the issuance of a
Notice of Deficiency (NOD). NMED is always willing to work with

applicants by allowing reasonable time to remedy outstanding issues
to an application.

NMED hereby grants your request for a delay in our permitting
schedule to hold these discussions between now and January 17,
1996. DOE acknowledges all documents prior to the final response
and revision are draft submittals, and that NMED will perform
cursory reviews of these documents to determine if they may satisfy
or partially satisfy our original requests for information. NOD
comments generated by NMED may be impacted from either review of
these documents or subsequent discussions. Please schedule the
proposed meetings with Barbara Hoditschek and Steve Zappe as soon
as possible to allow a coordinated effort between NMED, DOE, and
contractors during the busy Christmas season.

NMED anticipates requiring one month following your final submittal
on January 17 to conduct technical review of the responses and
revised text before finalizing an NOD. Accordingly, we have
adjusted our schedule by delaying the issuance of the technical NOD
from December 12, 1995, to February 19, 1996 (see attachment). All
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subsequent dates on our schedule will be delayed by the same amount
of time based on your request. However, NMED believes the time
delay incurred by your request will benefit all interested parties
by providing a better application.

Sincerely,

N (o
enifo J. GaYcia
Chief, Hazardous and Radiocactive Materials Bureau

Enclosure

cc: Barbara Hoditschek, NMED
Susan McMichael, NMED
Karen Day, WID
Craig Snider, DOE
David Neleigh, EPA Region 6
Reid Rosnick, EPA OSW
Connie Walker, A.T. Kearney
WIPP File - Red '95



WIPP RCRA Permitting Schedule

1985 1996 1

ID | Name Duration | Sched Start | Sched End May]JunI Jul ]Aug]SeplOctMov]Dec Jaaneb|MarlAprlMay|Jun| Jul IAug]Sep]Oct]Noleec Jan]FebIMar[Apr]Maleun
1 |Receive Part B, Rev 5 od 5131/95 5131795 &
2 | Administrative Review 44d 5/31/95 7/31/95 —
3 |Finalize Technical Review Contract 23d 8/1/95 8/31/95 —
4 | Create Technical Review Schedule 5d 9/1/95 9/8/95 ]
5 | Technical Review 60d 9/11/95 1277195
67 | DOE Submit Revisions 31d 12/4/95 1/17/96 w
76 |NMED Evaluate DOE Final Response 23d 1/18/96 2/19/96 A,
77 |lssue Technical NOD ) od 2/19/96 2/19/96 +
78 | Technical NOD Response 22d 2/20/96 3/20/96 e
79 | Develop Draft Permit 120d 3/21/96 914196 7 777777 i
80 | Public Notice/Comment 32d 9/5/96 | 10/18/96 77 N
81 |Public Meeting 1d 10/7/96 10/7/96 ) |
82 | Respond to Public Not/Mtg Comments 22d 10/21/96 11/19/96 77
83 | Public Hearing(s) 22d 11/20/96 12/19/96 7
84 | Finalize Permit/Respond to Comment 75d 12/20/96 4/3/97 7777777
85 | Submit to NMED WWM Div. Director od 4/3/197 4/3/97 +
86 | Permit Review by Director 22d 4/4/197 515197 7
87 | Permit Notice of Decision 23d 5/6/97 6/5197 e
88 | Final Permit Decision 0d 6/5/97 6/5/97 +
Notes to WIPP RCRA Permit Schedule:
1) Scheduled dates and durations are estimates as of 12/8/95

2) Duration days are working days, not calendar days.

3) Some activities may not occur (e.g., Public Hearings), but have been included for completeness. Other activities may occur more than once (e.g., Issue
Technical NOD).

4) Some activities have relatively certain durations (e.g., Public Notice/Comment) due to regulatory requirements. Other activities have highly uncertain durations
(e.g., NOD Responses) due to the initial adequacy of the application and the applicant's ability to fully respond in a timely fashion.

Project: WIPP RCRA Permit Critical bz 7] Progress ~ emmms—— Summary —————
Date: 12/8/95 Milestone ¥ Rolled Up 4
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