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OFlllCEOF 
George E. Dials, Manaser 
Carlsbad At-ea Office 
Depiutment of Energy 
P.O. Box 3090 

SOi..10 WASH i'NO EMEAQ£NCV Rl!Sl"ONIUl 

Carlsbad, New Mexico 88221 

Dear Mr. Dials: 

Th.hi lette.r provides writtenrespcnse to a request by DOE in our S~tember 19, 1995 mQCtii1g to use 
F owicr TrfUlS.fonn Jnfnired Spectroscopy (FI'lRS) tor headspace gas samplina analysis,,, :iud follows up 
verbal approval at the Septemb« meetina Cor DOE to use the FTlRS to cbarac'tcrizc he~i<l.~.pacc: samplei. 
Additionally. this letter n«ilies you that the FTIRS rnetbod hat been accepted aa n SW· &46 draft method . . 

It is our :p<.lsition that the Carlsbad Area Otli~ (CAO) has adequately demonstrated that FTIRS is 
a~ptab1e tor the analysis of drum headspace VOCs. Out approval fer use of PTIRS .fi'lr the ann1ys1s of 
drum headspaco VOCs is contingent upon tbe CAO Jncorporatiq ll'le requircmcut.is in 0'!.e draft Ff IRS 
method and rep«t (INBL~95/033.2, SePtcmber 19~ 1995), 11 presented and discussed.at Cilll' September 
meeting. iuto the ''Transuran1c Was~ CbatacterJz:ltion Quality Assurance Program Pla11'' (QAPP), 
DOE/CA.0-94-1010) Revisio.v. 0. These requirements include the use ofmultivariant tcdi:Diques [e.g .• partial 
least squllteS (PLS)], use of blarlks, field reference standards, demonstration or wmpliaiwo with appropriate 
QAPP cri.1allty uswance objectives and participation in 1hc CAO performance demoosb·lr.ion program as 
specified in the QAPP. The QAPP must be revised and implctncnted at the 00£ genari1tt>r/stora~ sites prior 
to usina FfIRS ~the analysis of drum boadsp~ Vpc1. 

Mr, Barry IAsmk. EPA-OSW Organics Method Development Manager, bas bc1:i:, working with 
Or. Michael Connolly, Idaho National £1gineerin1 Lab«atoty FTIRS principal invcstis:1tor, to set this 
method appr0ved for ~rporation into the EPA SW-846 mot.bods manual .. The draft FTIR method and 
11'i"EL-9S/0332 rcpon ha,,·e under.gone ~W:mive rcwicw by die OSW and has bcert apprt1v.~ u an BP A SW· 
846 drat\ ~tbcd. This draft method has bccu assi~ an EPA SW -846 method numbi;:r of 84~0~ and will 
be i.icludea in Ute DeXt pr~ upd:tc to m>A SW-846~ Capjes of the dra.l\ BPA Methcd 8450 "ill be sent 
to the CAO when available. · 

If you have any questions ot require additional in.t"om.iation, pl.ease contact Chl'l' Rhyne of my staff 
at (703) 308-8658 · . 
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