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Skeen Pracs New Mexico to Maintain WIPP Schodule 

. W~ D.C. - IA a lefter to Oovmor Qvy J'ohnaon, Conpotsman Joo SkHD (1l- ' 
. 1 NM) 1s nqucsrina that the State o£Now Maico maintain I dm!lar pace that ii required 

\ 
i . of tbs tedoral IOvtimneAt In compJotiq the oertifi'*1on process of the Waste lsolalion 

I I· ·.~l'laL I I ' ""My 'iimat. a4 tbat of Ill)' eollllp1, bi pualng Ille WD'P LlllAI Wilbdrawll ~ 
i · i .. Amen4ment ol 1996, WU to 0$1abUah Ill 9esal,,_ yet attainable pamittiq IWcluJe 
I. . . ·.that euur11 tbat W'IJP ~ opn iD November. 1 W7," Skeen said in bit letter to *9 
' . · .. · pvemar. . 
I . I·· ... ; 

• ! 

, · : "I eDCOUrqe Iba New Mtxko Enviromncm Dtp8l1meDt to stay abreast of thi1 impendiq 
. . · ·" milestoM tar iasuma ;the .WJPp !\CIA permit.• Skeaa added.. 
i I . · ·. . 
! I 

· .nae Stato o£Ncw Mexico is requlred to iaue a R.oSOlltCe Conservation and llecover)C Act 
('B.CBA) permit forWlPP. It wu brouaht IO Sbea'1 attation that the State WU ltll1 
operadq l1Dda' the previous Khedul• r1d\er 1bm the one set under ibe leaf llatlon Skeen 

. sponaated llld ewatual1y was siped iAto law luc yur. Sbea wu told that the Stlte 
was not p1111ma1 to ilsuo tbe pemiit 1IDtil March, 1991 which is four monthl later than 
the dlSI WlPP is 111Ppote to open wukr dae lolisladoA p11Jod lut ye1r. 

; I ' Sbcm uld m his letter, •coqresa expects the EPA to oomplete its mi.aw oft.ho 84,000-
pap document (cedi1lcadoa appli"doa 1ubalitted by Department or Energy In ~obet, 
1996) 'by Ocmbcr. lWI. The State En~tDoputmcnthu ample dmeto oomplttc: 
itl revllw of Put B otlhe appUoatiOA - 21 month& to date. Nrw Mexico bu the 
~ 10 lead the D&11on In reaponsiblo ptmllttina, 'provldecl all applbble health 

, .. · · · and &atety uandards have been met and all laws ;ompliocl with.• u J stated In die 
I . . 1:elbl-.tlon.. . . •.· . 
. 1 .. · .... 
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