
Mr. Benito Garcia, Bureau Chief 

Department of Energy 
Carlsbad Area Office 

P. 0. Box 3090 
Carlsbad, New Mexico 88221 

April II, 1997 

New Mexico Environment Department 
P. 0. Box 26110 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Dear Mr. Garcia: 
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The Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) Safety Analysis Report DOE/WIPP 95-2065, Rev. 1, (March 
1997) was approved by the Carlsbad Area Office (CAO) on March 24, 1997. The approved 1997 Safety 
Analysis Report will support contact-handled transuranic waste disposal operations at the WIPP. 
Enclosed is your controlled copy. Please ensure that it is placed in your controlled document location. 

The 1997 WIPP Safety Analysis Report establishes a current safety basis that includes current 
operational plans. The safety basis documented in the 1997 Safety Analysis Report demonstrates that 
operation of the WIPP can be accomplished safely. 

The 1997 WIPP Safety Analysis Report was developed by the Waste Isolation Division of Westinghouse 
(WID) under the direction of the CAO. The document has received extensive internal project review by 
both WID and CAO, as well as considerable review by external organizations including the 
Environmental Evaluation Group and DOE Albuquerque Operations Office Nuclear Safety Division. 

The 1997 WIPP Safety Analysis Report is being issued as a final document. However, we encourage 
external stakeholders to review the document. Any comments or concerns regarding the adequacy of the 
safety basis for planned contact-handled transuranic waste disposal at WIPP will be considered and 
addressed by the CAO as part of the 1997 Safety Analysis Report annual update. 

If you have any questions or comments regarding this matter, please contact Kent Hunter of my staff at 
(505) 234-7456. 

Enclosure 

cc: 
P. Kilgore, CAO 
C & C File 
CAO 97-0746 [UFC 5400] 

Sincerely, 

~?; 
Manager 

@ Printed on recycled paper 970410 
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