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Honorable Federico Peis !
Secretary - '

U.S. Department of Energ

1000 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 2058$

Den:Mr s-cr-ury

Pursuant to Section 8(&) of the Weste lsolation Pilot Plart (WIPP) Land Withdrawal Act,
as amcnded (the Azt, or the LWA), and in accordance with the WIPP Compliance Criteia a2 40
CFR §194.11, 1 hercby notify you that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) hes .

. determined that the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) Complisnce Certificarion Application
(CCA) for WIPP i3 complets, This completeness determination is a preliminasy, interim
derermination required under the WIPP Compliance Critera, Which implemant the Agen:y’s Final
Radioastive Waste Disposal Regulations at Subperts B and C of 40 CFR Part 191 (Dispisal
Regulations). While the completensss determination initjates the one~year evaluation period
provided for in Section 8(d)(2) of the LWA, it doss not have any gensrally applicable lojal sffect.
Further, this detarmination doss not imply or indicste that the CCA dmonstratea cempbm with
the Compliancs Criteria and/or tha Disposal Rggu!aimm ‘

Section 8(d)(2) of the LWA requires EPA to certity whether WIPP complies with the
Agency’s Disposal Regulations. Sestion 8(d)(4) of the Act requires that EPA only perform such
certification efter DOR has submitted a “Mull” (or complete) application, Upon receipt o:"the CCA
on October 29, 1996, FPA immediately commenced its review to determine whether the CCA
was complete, Shortly theceafior, the Agsncy began to identify arezs of the CCA. that rejuired

supplementary information and analyses, In addition, EPA received numargus public coimments
on the CCA that ulumﬁed arcas of concern,

EPA identified completeness concems in a December 19, 1956 letter from Mary Nichols,
Aussistant Administrator for the Office of Alr and Radiation, to Alvin Alm, Assistant Seqyetary for

Environmental Mansgement. DOE résponded with additional mfonnmon, records packiges, and
clu’rﬁcatlons, 43 necessary,

To the extent possible, the Agency has also been conducting a pnlinﬁnury. techni za]

sufficiency review, and has pravided the Department with relevant technical comments enan
ongoing basis. EPA will continus ta eonduct fts technical review of the CCA. The Agency will
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jssue its proposed compliance certification decision, in accordance with 40 CFR Part 19 and Part
151 Subpaits B and C, after it has thoroughly evaluated the complete CCA and considersd
relevant public comments. Thank you for your eseperation during our review process. Should
you have questions regarding this request, please contact Ramone Trovato at (202) 233-9320.

e Alvin Alm (DOE/HQ)
Georgs Disls (DOE/CAD)
. Ramana Trovato (EPA/ORIA)
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- STATUS OF EPA REVIEW
| of
DOE’s WIPP COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATION APPLICATION

Presentation to:

. National Academy of Sciences WIPP Committee

National Academy of Sciences WIPP Meeting
May 15, 1997
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EPA WIPP CERTIFICATION APPLICATION REVIEW ACTIVITIES
= Review Application for Completeness & Technical Adequacy to Assess
Compliance With Disposal Regulations (40 CFR 19D & Comphance Criteria
(40 CFR 1949)

w [Issued 5 Letters to DOE Requesting Additional Information:
& December 19, 1996 -- Completeness & Technical Issues
& February 18, 1997  -- Data Records Request

& March 19, 1997 -- Technical Issues

& April 17, 1997 -- Clarification on BRAGFLO Parameters
Identified in March 19th Letter

& April 25, 1997 -- Clarification on Remaining Parameters

Identified in March 19th Letter

w DOE has Incrementally Submitted Material in Response to those Requests

National Academy of Sciences WIPP Meeting
May 15, 1997
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EPA WIPP CERTIFICATION APPLICATION REVIEW ACTIVITIES

=

Held a 4-month Public Comment Period Which Ended on March 17, 1997

® Received 40 Sets of Written Comments From Approx:mately 30
Individuals/Organizations

Held a Series of Stakeholder Meetings in January, 1997 to Obtain Comment on

- DOE’s Application

Held a Series of Public Hearings in February, 1997
© Approximately 185 Testimonies Given Over Three Days of Hearings

Agency Will Be Accepting Comment on the Complete Application Prior to
Proposal

National Academy of Sciences WIPP Meeting
May 15, 1997
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EPA SCHEDULE FOR WIPP CERTIFICATION DECISION

&  Certification Decision Will Be Proposed 2Y2 months After DOE’s Submits All

the Information to Fulfill the Requests in the March 19, 1997 Letter __Se\d. %x 31‘\'31 L9

After Proposal:

& Public Comment Period (to Include Public Hearings)

4 Months

=  Final Rule is Estimated to be Complete 3%2 Months After the Public Comment
Period Closes

om Li

EPA Estimates A Final Certification Decision 10 Months After DOE Submits the Last
Piece of Information to Fulfill the Requests in the March 19, 1997 Letter n’laa 1998

National Academy of Sciences WIPP Meeting

May 15, 1997
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