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Honorable Fcdcri~ Peaa 
Secretary. 
U.S. Dq>utmeM o(Bnergy 
1000 Independi=nc:e A~e. SW 
Washhlgtcn. DC 2058.S · .. 
Dear Mr. Secrcary: 

11AV 16 1997 

. Pursuant to Sceuon l(d) of th• Wa:.t.e Isolation Pilot Pl.ant (WIPP) Land Withdrawal Ac;t, 
as amcrided, (the Ac:t. or tho LW A), and in accord~ with the W1PP CompU;mca Crlte ia ai 40 
CF.a. 1194. l 1, I hereby ftotify )'OU thac thic U.S. Bnvil'bnmcntal Prauiation Aaency (EPA'.i ha . 
·cfctc~d that the U.S. Department ofEner.sYa (DOB) Compllance Certiflca.rlo" Applie3iian 
(CCA) for WIPP is gomplete. This compicr...11111 determination is a prelimhwy, interim 
detenni.aatiori requited under the WIPP Compliance Criteria, Which i.tnplc:ment the ~11\1:)11 Final 
.kiufioa.ctive Waste Disposal .llegulation.s at Subparts ~ and C of 40 CFR Pan 19 l (Dispual 
Reau}aticras). While th• complcten.Js clctemili\aticn initlatc• the: ono-ycar cvalu&tion peiiod 
provided for in Section 8(d){2) ofthe LWA, it does not have any 1•narally appliaible 101~ effec::t. 
Further, this. d.t.tminatlon do~ not imply or indi~ that the CCA deman.5tn.tes c=omplilllda with 
the Compliance Ctit~a and/or tha I>isposal :R.qp,dulON. · · 

Scctiari l(cl}(2) ofthoLWA requir•s!PA to ~~whether WT.PP compliu ~1.the 
Agetl"Y'• Di5pcsal ~.auJations. ~ectian l(dX4) afthe Act: requires that IPA only pcmrm such 
~rt:mcation after DOB has 1ubmieted a "ftsll" (or c;ompJeto) appliution, Upan receipt cr.rthc CCA 
an Octaber 29, 19g15, EPA immediat.&y ;om~ccd its rcvl.w to determin11 whether the CCA 
was complet1. Sh~ythereaft11r, tho Agency bep~ ta identity .nu ofth.e CCA that re~ 
supplamentsry ~rmation a.nd. analy11:1. In addition. El-A n<:eivcd numarous public co1mnents 
on the CCA tba.t i~ arcu otc:on~. 

EPA identified comPJeteneu concams in a Dec-mber 19, 19~ letter &am Mary ·Nichols, 
Assistant A.dminisrrator ror the Office of /Jr &nd lbdiation, to Alvin Alm, Assistant S11e2~tiry fer 
Envi.Rinm•ntaJ Maraa1ement. !>OE responded with dditicna1 infonnation, records packtge&i and 
clarifications, u ne~uy. 

To the cctent po1:1iblc. the Agen~ hu al;so been c;;onducting .. preliminary tecflni:al 
sufficiency review. &nd has pra\tidcd the Dopanment with rlllevimt technical c;omments cm ·an 
ongoiJ1a basis. BP .A wiH contiru.ui ia c:cnduoi iu tes:hnic:aJ te'liew of the CCA Th• Ap icy will 
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iuue ita propaaed complianc:c ccrtifjcri~n d•cisiOft,. in' &ccordaftco with 40 CF.a Part l~i U\d'Part 
t 91 Su'Up11.1"11 B and c. after it bu thoTou1hly evaluatcd the c:crnplm CCA and consid~ bd · 
relevant puhlic commenb. Thuic )'DU' £aT )'OUf ocopcratian during aur reviBW proeqs_ Should 
you have qu.~on~ teprdlnl this requqt, pl~ co~taet l\arnona Trovato at (202.) 233• 9320. 

oc: Alvin Alm CDOEIHQ) 
Georp Diab (DOE'CAO) 
Ilamona Trovato (EPAIOJJA) 

Sincerely, ,o ·~ 
-~ 
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· STATUS OF EPA REVIEW 
of 

DOE's WIPP COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATION APPLICATION 

Presentation to: 

Nati.onal Academy of Sciences WIPP Committee 

National A.codemy of Sciences WJPP Meeting 
May15, 1997 
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EPA WIPP CERTIFICATION APPLICATION REVIEW ACTIVITIES 

sr Review Application for Completeness & Technical Adequacy to Assess 
Compliance With Disposal Regulations (40 CFR 191) & Compliance Criteria 
(40CFR194) 

• Issued 5 Letters to DOE Requesting Additional Information: 
e> December 19, 1996 -- Completeness & Technical l~ues 
o February 18, 1997 -- Data Records Request 
e March 19, 1997 --Technical Issues 
e April 17, 1997 -- Clarification on BRAGFLO Parameters 

~April 25, 1997 
Identified in March t 9th Letter 

-- Clarification on Remaining Parameters 
Identified in March 19th Letter 

n- DOE has Incrementally Submitted Material in Response to those Requests 

National Ac11demy of Scienas WJPP Meetillg 
May 15, 1997 
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EPA WIPP CERTIFICATION APPLICATION REVIEW ACTIVITIES 

w Held a 4-month Public Comment Period Which Ended on March 17, 1997 

.... 

Ir 

c Received 40 Sets of Written Comments From Approximately 30 
Individuals/Organizations 

Held a Series of Stakeholder Meetings in January, 1997 to Obtain Comment on 
DOE's Application 

Held a Series of Public Hearings in February, 1997 

c Approximately 185 Testimonies Given Over Three Days of Hearings 

• Agency Will Be Accepting Comment on the Complete Application Prior to 
Proposal 

Natio11al Academy of Sciences WIPP Meetillg 
May JS, 1997 
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EPA SCHEDULE FOR WIPP CERTIFICATION DECISION 

w Certification Decision WiH Be Proposed 2~ months After DOE's Submits All 
the Information to Fulfill the Requests in the March 19, 1997 Letter _'5e.W.~ ~~l~t~J 

. ~~~ 

After Proposal: 

w Public Comment Period (to Include Public Hearings) 4 Months 

" Final Rule is Estimated to be Complete 3Yl Months After the Public Comment 
Period Closes 

Bottom Line 

EPA Estimates A Final Certification Decision 10 Months After DOE Submits the Last 
Piece of Information to Fulfill the Requests in the March 19, 1997 Letter "=-9- ~~ 1'1'6 

National Academy of Sciences WIPP Meeting 
May 15, 1997 
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