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Dear Colleague:
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Enclosed are three informational pieces regarding the U.S.
Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) in southeastern New Mexico.
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Deparitment~e;gy's Waste

The National Safety Council's Environmental Health Center (EHC) wrote and designed
these pieces with funds from a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), which has regulatory responsibilities related to the possible opening of WIPP.
We hope the pieces will further New Mexican citizens' interest in and understanding of the
facility and of federal regulatory responsibilities related to it.
Let me briefly introduce EHC. The Environmental Health Center is a division of the
National Safety Council, an 82-year-old nonprofit, nongovernmental organization headquartered
outside Chicago, Illinois. The Council established EHC in January 1988 to undertake
environmental communication activities aimed at helping society and citizens better understand
and act knowledgeably in the face of environmental health risks. Since that start, EHC has built
a strong record of effective, nonpartisan communication.
EPA now is completing its evaluation of the Energy Department's plan to assure the
protection of public health and the environment as related to use of WIPP for storing transuranic
wastes. The Department cannot ship wastes to WIPP for storage unless and until it demonstrates
to EPA's satisfaction the facility's compliance with EPA's radioactive waste disposal standards.
The EPA's proposed decision on whether it will certify WIPP as complying with the
standards is expected to be announced in the near future.
After that proposed rule making, EPA will accept public comment for 120 days and will
hold public hearings, and then prepare a final rule making.
The materials enclosed consist of:
1)

A booklet entitled Frequently Asked Questions on the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant. This
booklet contains basic information regarding radiation safety, and covers topics ranging
from transuranic waste to the certification process. The document is in a "Frequently
Asked Questions" (FAQ) format. The content was drawn from a variety of documents
including publications from the National Academy of Sciences and from EPA.

2)

A time line of events depicting the history of WIPP and opportunities for public
participation. One side of the time line shows the milestones of VlIPP in the recent
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past. The other side illustrates specific dates and opportun.ities for the public to comment
to EPA about the WIPP certification process.
3)

A full-size poster illustrating the building blocks of the EPA WIPP certification process.
This poster clearly and concisely describes the compliance criteria and guidance EPA
by law will be implementing as part of the WIPP certification process.

If you have any questions on WIPP or would like additional copies of the: enclosed materials,
please contact me directly at 202-974-2487 or by e-mail at mccaulek@nsc.org. The Frequently
Asked Questions booklet and additional information on WIPP are also available on the National
Safety Council's website at http://www.nsc.org/ehc/wipp.htm.

Sincerely,

Kimberly C. McCauley
Senior Program Leader
Environmental Health Center
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1992
October
December

WIPP Land Withdrawal Act signed into law by the President- gave EPA regulatory authority over DOE for the WIPP
Public meetings in New Mexico (Carlsbad, Albuquerque, and Santa Fe)
Technical Exchange Meeting between EPA and DOE (open to the public)

1993
February
February
February
May
September
December

1994

Six Technical Exchange Meetings between EPA and DOE held throughout 1993 (open to the public)
Public Comment Period began (60 days) on Proposed Radioactive Waste Disposal Standards (40 CFR 191)
Public Comment Period began (30 days) on Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for EPA's WIPP Compliance Criteria (40 CFR 194)
Public Hearings in New Mexico (Carlsbad, Albuquerque, and Santa Fe) on Proposed Radioactive Waste Disposal Standards
NACEPT WIPP Review Committee meeting in Albuquerque, New Mexico, on test phase and retrieval plans (open to the public)
NACEPT WIPP Review Committee meeting in Albuquerque, New Mexico, on preliminary Compliance Criteria issues (open to the
Final Radioactive Waste Disposal Standards signed into law

Six Technical Ex<?hange Meetings between EPA and DOE held throughout 1994 (open to the public)

1995
January
January
February
March
July
September

Four Technical Exchange Meetings between EPA and DOE held throughout 1995 (open to the public)
Proposed WIPP Compliance Criteria issued
Public Comment Period began (90 days) on Proposed WIPP Compliance Criteria
Technical Workshop on Proposed WIPP Compliance Criteria issues (Washington, DC-open to the public)
Public Hearings in New Mexico (Carlsbad, Albuquerque, and Santa Fe) on Proposed WIPP Compliance Criteria
Public Comment Period reopened (45 days) on Proposed WIPP Compliance Criteria
NACEPT WIPP Review Committee Meeting in Albuquerque, New Mexico, on Proposed WIPP Compliance Criteria issues

1996
February
March
September
October
November
November

Six Technical Exchange Meetings between EPA and DOE held throughout the year (open to the public)
Final WIPP Compliance Criteria signed by the EPA Administrator
Compliance Application Guidance issued
Public Comment Period began (30 days) on Draft WIPP (40 CFR 191) Subpart A Guidance
DOE's Compliance Certification Application for the WIPP received by EPA
Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for EP A's WIPP Certification Decision
Public Comment Period began (120 days) on DOE's Compliance Certification Application for the WIPP

.

1997
February
February

WIPP (40 CFR 191) Subpart A Guidance issued
Public Hearings in New Mexico (Carlsbad, Albuquerque, and Santa Fe) on DOE's WIPP Compliance Certification Application

FUTURE
EP A's Proposed WIPP Certification Decision
Public Comment Period on EP A's Proposed WIPP Certification Decision
Public Hearings in New Mexico on EP A's Proposed WIPP Certification Decision
EPA's Final WIPP Certification Decision

Acronyms

DOE- U.S. Department of Energy
EPA- U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
NACEPT- National Advisory Council for Environmental Policy and Technology
WIPP- Waste Isolation Pilot Plant
More information about the WIPP may be found on the World Wide Web at these and other web sites:
National Safety Council/Environmental Health Center- http://www.nsc.org/ehc.htm
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency- http://www.epa.gov/radiation/wipp
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For up-to-date information about upcoming activities, events, and opportunities for public participationCall EPA's WIPP Information Line: 1-800-331-WIPP.
National Safety Council/Environmental Health Center, 1025 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 1200, Washington, DC 20036 (202) 293-2270
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About the Environmental Health Center
The Environmental Health Center (EHC) is a division of the National Safety
Council, an 85-year-old nonprofit, nongovernmental organization headquartered
outside of Chicago. The National Safety Council--with some 17 ,000
institutional members and more than 80 state and regional chapters--is an
acknowledged national leader on accident prevention and home, workplace,
auto, and highway safety issues.
The National Safety Council established EHC in 1988 to undertake environmental communications activities aimed at helping society and individual
citizens better understand and act knowledgeably and responsibly in the face
of potential environmental health risks. Since that start, EHC has built a strong
record of effective, nonpartisan communication on environmental health risks
and challenges.
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THE WIPP FACILI
I. What is the WI PP?
"WIPP" is the abbreviation for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant, a U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE) facility located in southeastern New Mexico, 26
mi les southeast of Carlsbad. The facility is intended to serve as the nation's
first geological repository for permanent disposal of transuranic radioactive
wastes. These wastes generally consist of protective clothing, tools, glassware,
and equipment contaminated with radioactive materials at nuclear weapons
production facilities in the United States.

2. What makes a site suitable for permanent disposal of
transuranic wastes?
Based on recommendations by the National Academy of Sciences, DOE
decided that deep underground disposal in a suitable rock formation would be
the safest, most practical, and most cost-effective means of permanently
disposing of transuranic wastes. For a rock formation to be suitable, it should
be highly stable, contain no circulating groundwater, be in an area where
severe earthquakes or volcanic eruptions are highly unlikely, and be deep
enough to allow for buffers of the same rock above and below the storage area.

3. What are the characteristics of the WIPP site?
The WIPP site is a 16-square-mile tract of federal land in the arid rangelands of
southeastern New Mexico. The site consists of a thick layer of rock salt
deposited about 225 million years ago. The low rainfall in the desert
environment also limits the amount of water that will move through the ground.
In 1992, Congress withdrew the land where the WIPP is located from general
public use and transferred it from the Department of the Interior to DOE.
Fewer than 30 people live within 10 miles of the WIPP site.

4. What steps have been takelrfo prepare the site for permanent
disposal of transuranic wastes?
Excavation of the WIPP began in 1982, and construction continued through the
1980s. Today, four vertical shafts provide access and ventilation to the
underground portion of the WIPP, where transuranic wastes may be deposited.
This underground portion, which is 2,150 feet below ground level, will consist
of 56 large rooms-each about 300 feet long, 33 feet wide, and 13 feet high.
Seven of these rooms have been constructed to date. Upon completion, the
WIPP could hold over 6 million cubic feet of transuranic wastes. The aboveground portion of the WIPP facility includes the Waste-Handling Building,
where containers of transuranic wastes will be unloaded and their contents
characterized, inventoried, inspected, and prepared for disposal underground;
a health physics laboratory; an exhaust filter building; emergency electric
generators; and staff offices. The WIPP site also has its own fire department,
ambulance service, and mine rescue capability.
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RADIATION
5. What is radiation?
Radiation is energy in the form of high-speed atomic particles (ionizing) or
electromagnetic waves (non-ionizing). Atoms release radiation as they change
from unstable, energized forms to more stable forms. All matter is composed
of elements, and each element can take many different forms (called isotopes).
Some of these isotopes are unstable and emit radiation.

6. What are the different types of radiation?
Radiation is either ionizing or non-ionizing. Only ionizing radiation has
enough energy to alter atoms. It has three main forms:
Alpha particles can travel only a few inches in the air and lose their energy
almost as soon as they collide with anything. They are easily shielded by a
sheet of paper or the outer layer of a person's skin.
Beta particles, which are identical to electrons, are more energetic than alpha
particles. They can travel in the air for a distance of a few feet. Beta particles
can pass through a sheet of paper but can be stopped by a sheet of aluminum
foil or glass.
Gamma rays are waves of pure energy and are similar to X-rays. They travel
at the speed of light through air or open spaces. Gamma radiation can be very
penetrating, and concrete, lead, or steel is necessary to block it.

7. How can these different types of radiation cause harm
to humans?
Ionizing radiation is powerful enough to alter cellular chemicals and disrupt
normal cell functioning. All three types of radiation are potentially harmful to
humans. Alpha and beta particles can cause damage to tissue primarily through
inhalation or ingestion. Inhaling or ingesting particles that emit gamma rays is
also potentially harmful; in addition, gamma rays from outside sources can
penetrate the human body and cause damage throughout the human body.
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8. How is radiation measured.
Radiation is measured in different ways. Measurements used in the United
States include the following:
Roentgen is a measure of exposure; it describes the amount of radiation energy,
in the form of gamma or X-rays, in the air.
Rad (radiation absorbed dose) measures the amount of energy actually absorbed
by a material, such as human tissue.
Rem (roentgen equivalent man) measures the biological damage of radiation.
It takes into account both the amount, or dose, of radiation and the biological
effect of the type of radiation in question. A millirem is one-thousandth of a rem.
Curie is a measure of radioactivity. One curie of radioactive material has 37
billion transformations of atoms in one second.

9. How much radiation are people exposed to in the course of
everyday life?
Individual exposures vary, but humans are exposed routinely to radiation from
both natural sources, such as cosmic rays from the sun and indoor radon, and
manufactured sources, such as televisions and medical X-rays. Even the human
body contains natural radioactive elements. Because individual human
exposures to radiation are usually small, the millirem (one-thousandth of a rem)
is generally used to express human dosages of radiation. The U.S. government
has set maximum acceptable levels of radiation exposure at two rems (2,000
millirems) per year for occupational exposure, and 0.1 rem (100 millirems) per
year for general public exposure. The following table shows some average
radiation doses from several common sources of human exposure.

RADIATION
SOURCE

DOSE
(Millirems)

Chest X-ray

10

Mammogram

30

Cosmic rays

31 (annually)

Human body*

39 (annually)

1-busehold radon

200 (annually, U.S. average)

*From naturally occurring radioactive elements in the human body.
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I0. What is ahalf-life?
A half-life measures the amount of time it takes for half the radioactive atoms
in an element to decay to a more stable form. After one half-life, for example,
half the radioactive atoms in a sample remain radioactive; after two half-lives,
one-quarter remain radioactive; after three half lives, one-eighth remain active;
and so on. Each element has a unique half life. Half-lives range from a
fraction of a second to billions of years.

11. How long will the waste at the WIPP remain radioactive?
The half-lives of the radioactive elements in waste at the WIPP vary, but
transuranic elements have very long half-lives. For example, the half-life of
plutonium-239 is approximately 24,000 years, and it takes plutonium-239
nearly 240,000 years to decay by 99.9 percent. Some radioactivity will remain
in the waste indefinitely, but the amount of radiation will be continually
decreasing. Because of the long half-lives of transuranic elements, transuranic
wastes must be isolated and controlled for many, many years. Before the WIPP
is opened to accept waste, DOE must obtain certification from the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency that the waste can be isolated from the
human environment for at least 10,000 years.

5

Visit these World Wide Web sites to
learn more about the
Waste Isolation Pilot Plant.

National Safety Council/Environmental Health Center
http://www.nsc.org/ehc.htm
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
http://www.epa.gov/radiation/wi pp
U.S. Department of Energy
http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us
State of New Mexico's WIPP Transportation Safety Program
http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/wipp
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12. How many types of nuclear waste are there?
There are five general categories of radioactive waste: (1) spent nuclear fuel
from nuclear reactors and high-level waste from the reprocessing of spent
nuclear fuel ; (2) transuranic waste, resulting mainly from defense programs;
(3) uranium mill tailings from the mining and milling of uranium ore; (4) lowlevel waste from contaminated industrial or research waste; and (5) naturally
occurring radioactive materials. Mixed waste is waste that contains both
radioactive components and other hazardous components.

13. What is transuranic waste?
Transuranic, or TRU, waste generally consists of protective clothing, tools,
glassware, and equipment that have been contaminated with manmade
radioactive elements heavier than uranium. These elements include plutonium,
neptunium, americium, curium, and californium. Transuranic waste is
produced during nuclear fuel assembly, during nuclear weapons research,
production, and cleanup, and as a result of reprocessing spent nuclear fuels.

14. Are there different types of transuranic waste?
Transuranic waste is itself divided into two categories, based on its level of
radioactivity. Contact-handled transuranic waste (CH-TRU) accounts for about
97 percent of the volume of transuranic waste. It is packaged in 55-gallon
metal drums or in metal boxes and can be handled under controlled conditions
without any shielding beyond the container itself. The second category is
remote-handled transuranic waste (RH-TRU), which has a higher level of
radioactivity than contact-handled transuranic waste and must therefore be
handled and transported in shielded casks.

I5. What is the difference in the radioactivity levels of contacthandled and remote-handled transuranic waste?
The maximum radiation dose at the surface of a contact-handled transuranic
waste container cannot exceed 200 millirems per hour. Surface radiation levels
on unshielded containers of remote-handled transuranic waste exceed 200
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millirems per hour. Contact-handled"\•.clfi.suranic waste primarily emits alpha .
particles, and remote-handled transuranic waste primarily emits gamma
radiation.

16. How much transuranic waste will be deposited at the WIPP?
The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is permitted by Jaw to store 6.2 million
cubic feet of transuranic waste at the WIPP. The existing inventory of defensegenerated transuranic waste totals about 2.32 million cubic feet. In addition, an
estimated 3.7 million cubic feet of transuranic waste will be generated over the
next 35 years as DOE defense sites are closed. The WIPP will serve as a
disposal site for both the existing inventory and this yet-to-be generated
portion of transuranic waste.
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TRANSPORTING
TO THE WIPP
17. What kind of vehicles will transport waste to the WI PP?
A dedicated fleet of trucks, operated under contract with the U.S. Department
of Energy (DOE), will transport waste to the WIPP. These trucks will be
modified flatbed trailers attached to conventional diesel tractors, each with the
capacity to haul up to three containers specifically designed to transport
transuranic waste. Special safety measures applicable to WIPP transport
vehicles include designation of safe parking areas for use en route in the event
of bad weather, procedures for quickly (within eight hours) replacing or
repairing vehicles that malfunction en route, and routine replacement of
tractors at three-year or 300,000-mile intervals.

18. Are vehicles bound for the WI PP inspected before
they get on the road?
Once a shipment bound for the WIPP has been loaded onto the truck, it must be
inspected and certified as safe for travel. Certified state inspectors check the
vehicle, the cargo, and the driver. These inspectors can prevent a shipment from
reaching the highway if they determine that it poses any danger to the public or the
environment. Vehicles that pass this inspection are identified with a special decal.

19. Are the drivers of these trucks subject to any
special requirements?
Drivers who transport transuranic waste must comply with ail U.S. Department
of Transportation (DOT) requirements for transporting radioactive materials.
They must have over 100,000 miles of trucking experience, cleanly pass all
substance abuse tests, and be trained and retrained each year to tackle a variety
of transport conditions and situations, including rough terrain, severe weather
conditions, and sabotage. Drivers also must satisfactorily complete a First
Responders Course, which is taught to all emergency response forces along
designated transuranic waste routes, to prepare them to take proper steps in case of
an accident or incident. In addition, drivers are trained to use radiation detection
instruments so they can reliably determine the presence or absence of radiation.
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20. What kind of containers
transuranic waste?

be used to transport

Contact-handled transuranic waste will travel in special containers, called
Transportation Packaging Transporter Model 2, or TRUPACT-II, which are
designed to prevent radioactive releases, even in the event of an accident or
other emergency. Each stainless steel TRUPACT-II container is 8 feet in
diameter and 10 feet high, airtight, and constructed with inner and outer
containment vessels. To demonstrate its durability under extreme conditions,
the TR UPACT-II container has been subjected to and passed a series of tests,
which included dropping the container 30 feet onto a steel-reinforced concrete
pad; submitting it to jet fuel flames at temperatures greater than 1,475 degrees
Fahrenheit for at least 30 minutes; and dropping it onto a steel spike to test
puncture resistance. The TRUPACT-11 meets the requirements of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission and is approved for transport of contact-handled
transuranic waste. The container for transport of remote-handled transuranic
waste is being developed by DOE and must also be tested and approved by the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

21. Where is the waste now?
Most of the defense-generated transuranic waste is generated or temporarily
stored at federal government facilities in California, Colorado, Idaho, Illinois,
Nevada, New Mexico, Ohio, Tennessee, South Carolina, and Washington.

22. Which routes will trucks use to haul transuranic waste
from generator and storage sites to the WI PP?
Over the next 35 years, the WIPP will receive an estimated 20,000 shipments
from sites that generate and store transuranic waste. Highways in 22 states,
including New Mexico, will carry shipments to the WIPP. In accordance with
DOT regulations applicable to radioactive wastes, shipping routes from storage
and generator sites to the WIPP will follow the most direct interstate highway
route, bypassing highly populated areas as much as possible. States and tribal
authorities may designate alternate routes that comply with DOT guidelines.
The map on the following page shows proposed transport routes to the WIPP.
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PROPOSED TRANSURANIC WASTE SHIPMENT ROUTES

Highway Legend
Interstate Highways ~
U. S. Highways

Source: U.S. Department of Energy, Carlsbad Area Office, January 1997

23. Who decides which routestrie waste will take to the WIPP?
Regulations issued by DOT set guidelines for routing waste to the WIPP, but
give the states and Indian tribes authority to designate routes within their
borders. Different departments make the decision in each state, ranging from
the Department of Health in Texas to the Public Service Commission in
Indiana.

24. Will waste shipments be tracked and monitored on their way
to the WIPP?
DOE has developed the Transportation Tracking and Communication System,
known as TRANSCOM, to track and communicate with vehicles transporting
radioactive and certain other types of hazardous waste. All shipments to the
WIPP will be tracked through TRANSCOM, which has a 24-hour control
center in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and uses satellite communications and
computer networks to track shipments from beginning to end. The control
center will house and maintain a database containing scheduling, routing, and
materials information about each shipment to the WIPP. Federal, state, and
tribal officials will have access to this database.

25. What if there's an accident?
The DOE Albuquerque Field Office Emergency Operations Center will be in
charge of any incident involving transuranic waste, regardless of where the
incident occurs. DOE' s response will be automatic and will not be contingent
on a state request for assistance. DOE maintains regional offices, which can
receive calls for assistance 24 hours a day and are prepared to send trained
personnel and equipment to accident sites. The initial response to an incident
will most likely come from local first responders such as state or local police
departments, fire departments, and emergency response personnel. Local
governments have emergency response plans that outline specific procedures
and designate special response teams. Local first responders are trained in
material identification, regulations , response procedures and personal
protection. The local responders usually contact state public health agencies,
and if necessary, the first response team will be followed by the appropriate
DOE Radiological Assistance Team and eventually augmented by the Incident/
Accident Response team, which is on standby while transuranic waste
shipments are in progress.
12

CERTIFICATION
AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
26. Who decides whether to open the WIPP?
The Secretary of the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is responsible for
deciding whether or not to open the WIPP for the acceptance of waste. The
Secretary is not authorized to make this decision, however, until the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) grants a certification of compliance
indicating that the WIPP has complied with EPA disposal standards for
transuranic wastes. DOE has applied for this certification by submitting a
Compliance Certification Application to EPA on October 29, 1996. Obtaining
EPA approval of the Compliance Certification Application is the most crucial
hurdle, but several other things must also happen before the WIPP can open.
For instance, the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) must issue a
hazardous waste disposal permit, and DOE must finalize an environmental
impact statement. Also, any lawsuits standing in the way must be resolved.
Finally, Congress must fund the disposal activities it has authorized.

27. When will the decision on certification be made, and when
might the repository start receiving waste (if certified)?
In the law authorizing the WIPP, Congress made EPA responsible for

determining whether or not to issue a certification of compliance to the WIPP.
EPA will make its certification decision within one year after receiving a
complete application from DOE. DOE is authorized to begin shipping waste to
the WIPP 30 days after receipt of a certification from EPA, receipt of a permit
from NMED, and resolution of any remaining legal obstacles.

28. Is EPA responsible for certifying the transportation routes?
No. EPA's certification process does not include the choice and approval of
transportation routes. Regulations issued by the U.S. Department of
Transportation set guidelines for routing waste to the WIPP, but give the states
and Indian tribes authority to designate routes within their borders.
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29. What happens after the
the next I0,000 years?

is full? Who's in charge for

The law limits the amount of waste the WIPP can receive to 6.2 million cubic
feet or 5.1 million curies. When the WIPP reaches its legal storage capacity in
an estimated 35 years, it will accept no more waste. The repository will be
sealed with backfill, cement, and other materials to isolate the waste from the
accessible environment. Then begins a long-term process of keeping the waste
isolated for the 10,000 years or more it takes to become less radioactive.
During the first hundred years or so after the repository is sealed, it will be
monitored, fenced, and guarded by DOE. But because it is hard to predict
which government institutions may evolve or disappear over the next 10,000
years, DOE will also use "passive" measures to warn people against disturbing
the site. Monuments, berms, warning markers, and widespread records will be
designed to inform people of the contents of and to keep people from drilling
into the WIPP site. Drilling poses the greatest potential danger of releasing
material from the repository.

30. What keeps the government from taking arbitrary actions
on transuranic waste? How can ordinary citizens influence
decisions on the WI PP?
The government is constrained by a wide range of laws and regulations
specifying what it can and cannot do. These laws and regulations cover
nuclear waste, hazardous waste, transportation, environmental pollution, and
even the procedures by which the government makes its decisions. Many
of the decisions about the WIPP have already been made, and citizens have
influenced those decisions through federal and state government agencies, such
as EPA, DOE, and NMED, as well as their elected representatives in the White
House, Congress, and state government. The agencies involved have sought
extensive public participation through public meetings, hearings, comment
periods, and other mechanisms.

31. Are there opportunities for public participation or comment?
Before DOE can dispose of waste at the WIPP, federal and state regulatory
agencies must determine whether the facility complies with radioactive and
hazardous waste disposal standards, respectively. DOE has submitted a
14

to show how the WIPP meets the
Compliance Certification Application to
radioactive waste disposal standards. EPA ' s decision on whether or not to certify
that the WIPP complies with these standards will be made through a formal
public rulemaking process, and the Agency's proposed decision on whether the
WIPP should open will be available for public comment. EPA will hold public
hearings on the proposed decision in New Mexico and will consider public
comments received during both comment periods before reaching a final decision.
DOE has also submitted a permit application to NMED to demonstrate
compliance with hazardous waste disposal standards. NMED will issue a draft
permit for public comment. NMED also publishes public notices about in
newspapers of general and local circulation throughout New Mexico.

32. If EPA certifies that the WIPP complies with EPA standards,
is that the end of EPA's role?
Throughout its operation of the WIPP, DOE must submit a recertification
application to EPA every five years. EPA will review the recertification
applications to determine whether the facility remains in compliance with
applicable standards, and the public will have an opportunity to inspect and
comment on the applications. By law, EPA must consider all public comments
before issuing a final recertification decision on the WIPP' s continued operation.

33. Does the state of New Mexico have acontinuing role after the
WI PP is certified?
The permit issued by NMED is effective for no more than ten years and, to
ensure compliance, is subject to a mandatory review five years after issuance.
Before the existing permit expires, DOE must submit an application to renew
the permit. Permit renewal follows the same procedures as an initial permit
application, with opportunities for public comment before NMED issues a
renewal. NMED will also conduct regular inspections of the WIPP to ensure
compliance with the disposal permit and can revoke the permit with cause.
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34. How can the public get i ~mation about hearings,
meetings, and the status of EPA activities regarding the WIPP?
EPA maintains the WIPP Information Line at 1-800-331-WIPP, which provides
up-to-date information about upcoming activities, events, and opportunities for
public participation, as well as status updates. In addition, callers can leave a
request for a publication, a question for EPA WIPP staff, or a request to be
added to EPA' s WIPP mailing list. The WIPP Information Line is recorded in
both English and Spanish. EPA publishes notices of public activities in the
Federal Register and advertises in local newspapers.
More information about the WIPP and current activities is available on the
World Wide Web at these and other sites:
National Safety Council/
Environmental Health Center Web site

http://www.nsc.org/ehc.htm

EPA's WIPP Web site

http://www.epa.gov/radiation/wipp

DOE's WIPP Web site

http://www.wipp.carlsbad.nm.us

State of New Mexico's WIPP
Transportation Safety Program Web site

http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/wipp
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Environmental Health Center
ADivision of the National Safety Council
1025 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20036
Phone(202)293-2270
Fax(202)293-0032
http://www.nsc.org/ehc.htm

